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PREFACE
For much too long American historians have
devoted excessive attention to probing every
skirmish of the Civil War and every political
campaign, even those of minor importance. It
would seem that writing the history of a college
should be more rewarding both to the author, as
well as to the general reader; and yet the writing
of this type of social history has oftentimes been
left to people who were not trained as professional historians.
Though Marshall is the oldest institution of
higher education in West Virginia, its published
history has been neglected. The academy period
(1837-1915) was treated in an M.A. thesis in
1950 by Robert Chase Toole, but virtually no
scholarly works have been published regarding
the collegiate period since the institution became a four-year, degree-granting college in
1920.
For two decades, I have been garnering materials and interviewing alumni and faculty members relative to the history of the university; and
since 1977, I have committed nearly all of my
time and energy - both day and night - to researching and writing a scholarly chronicle of
the school. The main thrust of my investigation
has been concerned with the sixty years since
the college was authorized to confer degrees.
Thus, the title of the book is "Marshall University: An Institution Comes of Age."

Most of the research is based upon the rich
primary sources deposited in the Special Collections of West Virginia documents in the James
E. Morrow Library. Especially helpful have
been the professional papers of ex-Presidents
Shawkey, Allen and Smith. Still other primary
sources are the verbal and written testimonials
of Marshall alumni and faculty emeriti.
I am indebted to many people for their cooperation - particularly so to the staff of the West
Virginia Collection in the Morrow Library. The
archivist, Cora Teel - more than anyone - has
been unfailing in her response to my every request. Mrs. Teel was a virtual sleuth who
tracked down even the most elusive documentary
evidence that was necessary for me to complete
the project. Finally, I am grateful to my wife,
Mary, who was a constant help in many ways
and an inspiration throughout. I assume responsibility for any errors of commission and omission that the narrative may contain.

Charles H. Moffat
Huntington, West Virginia
1980
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FOREWORD

In 1961, shortly after Marshall attained university status, President Stewart H. Smith suggested that the time had come when a scholar
should undertake a history of the institution.
Although no one could have disputed either the
need or desirability for such a history, Marshall
University is fortunate that no one rushed in to
satisfy the president's wishes immediately. By
waiting almost twenty years, Marshall found its
ideal historian in Charles H. Moffat. For more
than three decades a member or chairman of its
history department, Professor Moffat participated in many of the crucial events and decisions about which he writes. His pages reflect
his devotion to the institution. He brings to bear
upon his work, however, the historical perspective, critical judgment, and professional integrity of a mature and seasoned scholar. Based upon
intensive research in pertinent records and
marked by thoughtfulness and reflection, his
work is itself a landmark in the history of Marshall University.
Marshall University has had in many respects
a unique role in the educational system of West
Virginia. Founded in 1837 ·as an academy, it
prospered and in 1858 took the name Marshall
College, although most of its offerings remained
sub-collegiate. In 1867 the West Virginia legislature designated it the state normal school.
Continuing its emphasis upon teacher education, it slowly emerged, particularly under the
leadership of Lawrence J. Corbly, as a two-year
college and in 1920 as a state-supported fouryear degree-granting college. Most other state
colleges followed the same pattern, but Marshall
remained in the forefront in teacher education.
Other significant achievements that set it apart
from sister insitutions, other than West Virginia University, included the initiation of graduate
programs in 1939 and the establishment of a
medical school in 1977.

Professor Moffat organizes his history, quite
defensibly, around the administrations of the
presidents, each of whom left his mark. He provides incisive accounts, marked by candor and
judiciousness, of political educator Morris P.
Shawkey, under whom the Teachers College and
the College of Arts and Sciences were created;
scholarly James E. Allen, who stressed liberal
arts and inaugurated graduate studies; John D.
Williams, who piloted the institution through
World War II; personable and respected Stewart H. Smith, whose twenty-two-year tenure lifted Marshall to new heights, which culminated
in university status in 1961; Roland Nelson, who
dreamed of a metroversity and enjoined the faculty to dare to be different; John G. Barker,
conscientious but not always willing to share
academic responsibilities with the faculty; and
Robert B. Hayes, whose attainments included
the addition of a medical school and a community college.
Professor Moffat leaves virtually no aspect of
Marshall's history untouched. He devotes attention to curricula, academic standards, accreditation, quality of faculty, library and related resources, research, student life, athletics and organized sports, alumni activities, and physical
plant expansion. He never allows his narrative
to degenerate into a dreary chronicle of events,
but traces developments in a context that gives
them interest and significance. He enlivens his
work with numerous vignettes of faculty members and colorful episodes, but he never sacrifices the main thrust of his narrative nor strays
from his purpose merely to pursue an interesting
anecdote.
Understandably, Professor Moffat takes
pride in Marshall's successes. He emphasizes
the achievements of its graduates, the prestigious scholarships and awards that they have
won, the quality of the university's cultural pro-
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grams and public forums, and the services of its
faculty. Yet he does not neglect nor gloss over
unfortunate matters such as infringements upon
academic freedom, student unrest, difficulties in
maintaining a high-quality faculty, and stresses
in community relations. He attributes many of
Marshall's historic problems to underfunding
by sometimes short-sighted state governing bodies. He discusses candidly the institution's uphill battle to broaden its curricula and establish
a liberal arts college and graduate and medical
schools, with attention to external opposition,
including that from West Virginia University
and its supporters.
Although students, faculty, alumni, and
friends of Marshall will read his history with
interest and even nostalgia, Professor Moffat
has done more than reconstruct important moments in the life of a university. He has placed
the institution in a context of educational developments in West Virginia and the Appalachian
region and made an important contribution to
the history of the state and to higher education
in general.
As I read Professor Moffat's work, I note
only one serious omission. In his vignettes and
assessments of outstanding faculty members, he
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failed to do justice to himself. Perhaps I may be
permitted to add that he has been among those
faithful faculty members who have rendered
yeoman service in extension teaching, committee work, and the multitude of other responsibilities essential to a well-functioning institution.
But most of all, he stands out as a superb teacher, noted throughout the state and far beyond its
borders for his informed and stimulating lectures, invariably delivered with verve and eclat.
In great demand as a speaker, he has shared his
historical knowledge and insights with tens of
thousands outside academe. Happily, he has
maintained his vividness of presentation and felicity of style in his history of Marshall, a work
in which he, the university, and all West Virginians can take pride.

Otis K. Rice
Chairman, History Department
West Virginia Institute of Technology
Montgomery, West Virginia
1980
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CHAPTER I
EARLIER YEARS: THE ACADEMY PERIOD, 1837-1915

Thomas Jefferson, the Virginia philosopher
and statesman, had always manifested an absorbing interest in the frontier of the transmontane region. In his preamble to the Northwest
Ordinance (1787), Jefferson proclaimed that
since "Religion, morality and knowledge are
necessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and means of education
should forever be encouraged." But as late as
1837 - when Marshall Academy was founded the western portion of Virginia, save in the principal river valleys,, was still a raw and raucous
frontier, devoid of the amenities of civilization.
Indeed, in many sections of western Virginia, as
late as 1837, there were many people who had
never seen a schoolhouse, a church, or even the
United States flag. Alas, it was largely a desolate land chara<;terized by abysmal ignorance
and superstition. 1 Most frontier people were
simply not interested in "book learning," since
the exigencies of life in the wilderness persuaded them that a knowledge of only the practical
subjects was essential to their well-being. It is
not difficult to understand why they were more
concerned with roads, ferries, land titles, log
rolling, house raising and the other mundane
realities of life. 2
In spite of the frontiersmen's general indifference toward formal education, there were several religious sects that did take seriously Jefferson's sage counsel about the necessity of promoting religion, morality and education. Foremost among these groups were the Scotch-Irish
Presbyterians, who not only established the Old
Stone Church in Lewisburg, but they were also
the pioneer torch bearers of religion and learning throughout the Trans-Allegheny West.
These Scotch-Irish settlers abhorred the
thought of their children and their potential
preachers and statesmen being reared in an environment characterized by barbarism and illiteracy.
Though not generally as literate as the Presbyterians, the Methodists were, nevertheless,
agressive trailblazers who hewed roads
through the wilderness and carried the gospel to
the back country by means of circuit riders and
camp meetings. In fact, Francis Asbury, the
original Methodist itinerant evangelist, spent
much time in western Virginia where he, perforce, slept in sycamore trees, drank brackish
water and endured still other hardships of frontier life as he pursued his mission of Christian. izing the backwoodsmen.
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The academy movement in American history
was prompted by sectarian groups who were motivated by two prime considerations. One was
the patriotic impulse - the desire to preserve and
to perpetuate the republic which had been created in Philadelphia in 1787 by the Founding
Fathers. Thoughtful people knew that in a democracy, where the people govern themselves, it
is imperative that the commonality be educated.
The other motive that inspired the academy
movement was religious - the realization of the
need to inculcate moral and spiritual values in
the minds of the young. 3 Thus, nearly all of the
academies founded in Nineteenth Century
America were established under the auspices of
a church.
The academy was the early prototype of the
modern-day high school; but when the ideal of a
free public secondary school was ultimately realized toward the end of the last century, the
academy, as such, either became extinct or else
it broadened the scope of its academic offerings
and became a junior college - or in some instances a degree-granting institution. A few examples of this type of educational evolution will
suffice: Crowfield Academy in North Carolina
evolved into Davidson College, while Davidson
Academy in Tennessee ultimately became
George Peabody College. Liberty Hall in Lexington, Virginia, eventually developed into
Washington and Lee University; 4 and, finally,
Marshall Academy - also in the Old Dominion was the academic precursor of Marshall College.
When Marshall Academy was founded in
1837, there were only two other academies in
the southern part of western Virginia - Mercer
Academy at Charleston and Greenbrier in
Lewisburg. Like Abraham Lincoln, Marshall
had its beginning in a log house. The progenitor
of Marshall Academy was Mount Hebron
Church, a one-room log structure which had
served as both a house of worship for the Presbyterians and Methodists and also as a subscription school for the farm children living in
the region where the Guyan River effects a confluence with the Ohio. Located at a place called
Maple Grove, this forested and wind-swept
knoll, near Holderby's Landing, was in the Savage Grant, a tract of land donated in 1792 by
Governor Robert Dinwiddie to John Savage as a
reward for his services in the Revolutionary
War. Like all frontier regions, the Savage Grant
was "savage" enough, but by 1837 - when Mar-

shall Academy was chartered - this alluvial section of the Ohio Valley had emerged from the
frontier stage and had acquired most of the
amenities of civilization.
The original academic patriarch of Marshall
Academy was John Laidley of Barboursville.
Laidley was a Scotch-Irishman who had migrated down the Ohio River from Parkersburg. A
veteran of the War of 1812, he served as Prosecuting Attorney of Cabell County and as a delegate in the Virginia Legislature. Laidley was a
civic-minded man who was interested in providing a better quality of education for the youth of
the Guyandotte region than was currently being
offered by the Mount Hebron School.

James Holderby

Among the other founders of the academy - in
addition to John Laidley - were James Holderby
and William Buffington. Laidley had been a
friend and admirer of Chief Justice John Marshall, with whom he had served in the Virginia
Constitutional Convention of 1829 - 1830. Thus,
it was at Laidley's behest that the academy was
named in honor of the famous Virginia jurist. 5

Financial support for the School was obtained, not only from the Methodist settlers in
the valley, but also from the Presbyterian farmers, who agreed to help finance the academy if
they might be privileged to worship in the chapel
of the school. Since this arrangement was agreeable to the founders, it obviated the need for the
Presbyterians to travel ten arduous miles to attend the church of their faith on the other side
of the river in Burlington, Ohio. 6
The trustees of the academy purchased from , :
James Holderby (in 1837) an acre and a quarter
of land for $40.00 on the present-day site of
Marshall University. They then proceeded to
secure a charter of incorporation in 1838 from
the Virginia Legislature, but like other academies in the South, the school maintained only a
tenuous connection with the state government.
It did, however, enjoy tax exemption, and it
received a small appropriation from the Virginia
Literary Fund with which to defray tuition fees
for the offspring of less affluent patrons. But
like other Southern academies, Marshall was
for most purposes divorced from the state and
was virtually a law unto itself.
Probably the most attractive feature of the
fledgling Marshall Academy was its physical
setting: "It was located on a beautiful and
healthful situation on the Ohio River in the
midst of moral and intelligent people."7 Because
of the fertility of the soil in this delta at the
Great Bend of the Ohio, this section of the valley
was relatively populous. Adding to the comfort
and beauty of the locale was a dense grove of
beech trees, which were destined to become a
tradition in the annals of Marshall College. 8
At the end of a decade (1838-1848) of reasonably successful management, the academy became enmeshed in serious financial difficulties.
After the Southern Confere dee of the Methodist-Episcopal Church assumed the outstanding
obligations, the academy came under the control
of that denomination. Apparently the Southern
Methodists were devoid of either sectarian or
sectional bias, for in 1854 they employed as
principal of the school one W. R. Boyer - who
was neither a Methodist nor a Southerner. Principal Boyer served until 1858, at which time
Marshall Academy had become the foremost
educational institution in western Virginia.9
This helps to explain why the trustees were
able to persuade the Virginia House of Delegates to amend the charter of the academy and
to rename the institution Marshall College.

(
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This new appellation was, of course, a misnomer, but it was not at all uncommon then for
preparatory schools to assume the more exalted
title of "college."

proxy /purchased the academy building for
$1500 at a public auction. Hite then moved into
the building with his family and a parcel of
slaves. Several Confederate women spies were
arrested on the campus for smuggling contraband medical supplies from the hospital to the
Confederate Army. 10
When West Virginia was admitted to the
Union in 1863, the legislature pondered the idea
of establishing a state normal college. There was
much jockeying in the legislature, since each
delegate coveted the proposed new college for
his own particular district. The state superintendent of education favored Fairmont as the
site, but since the physical plant of Marshall
College was appraised at approximately
$20,000, the Cabell County delegate, James H.
Ferguson, helped to persuade the legislature (in
1867) to designate Marshall College as the West
Virginia Normal School. 11 However, five branch
normal schools were also established in various

Peter Cline Buffington
First Mayor of Huntington

The exigencies of the Civil War forced many
schools and colleges in the South to close; and
as an educational institution, Marshall College
also ceased to exist during the war period (18611865). The physical plant did, however, serve as
a federal hospital and also as the residence of J.
W. Hite, a Confederate sympathizer, whose
' I
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James Beauchamp Clark, President 1873 - 74

James E. Morrow, President 1872 - 73

sections of the state, including Fairmont.
The function of these schools was "to instruct
the teachers of the common schools of the state
in the science of teaching." The board of regents
for the normal schools consisted of the state
superintendent of free schools, the state treasurer, the auditor and one person appointed by the
Governor from each Congression~l district. 12
When Marshall College was designated the
state normal school (1867), the campus encompassed eleven and a quarter acres of lan4, including a four-story brick structure, a two-story
brick building and several additional houses.
The mechanical equipment consisted of a solar
microscope, a glass-plated electrical machine
and an air pump. The state legislature subsequently appropriated $2,500 for the purchase of
furniture and equipment. 13
James E. Morrow served as principal of the
college during the academic year, 1872-1873, at
which time his son, Dwight, was born in College
Hall. During his brief tenure as principal, James
Morrow became involved in a quarrel with one

of the women teachers, Lyda Dearing, and as a
result of the altercation both Morrow and the
teacher resigned at the end of the school year.
James Beauchamp "Champ" Clark of Kentucky, a graduate of Bethany College and the
Cincinnati Law School, succeeded James Morrow as principal, but he, too, served only one
academic year (1873-1874). Perhaps the chief
significance that can be attached to "Champ"
Clark's tenure was that he abolished the prac14
. of h azmg.
'
t ice
Following Clark's administration as principal, the college continued to suffer from a serious lack of administrative continuity. There was
a rapid succession of principals, including C. D.
Chesterton, W. J. Kenny and Benjamin Thackston, before Thomas Hodges finally lent some
degree of stability to the office. Hodges, a graduate of West Virginia University, served as
principal of the college for ten years (18861896). During his stewardship the college consisted of two separate divisions - the academic
department and the normal school. Like other
Southern academies, Marshall prepared students to enter the freshman class in a university
- and that was the purpose of the academic department. The normal school, to the contrary,
was a training school in subject matter courses
that potential pedagogues would be expected to
teach in the public school system. Separate and
apart from the college itself, there was a business d~partment which was permitted to utilize
the physical facilities of the college. The state
supplied the college with guns with which to use
in connection with the military subjects,'~ but
since the college received only a monetary pittance from the West Virginia Legislature, the
school was largely dependent upon student fees
and private donations. Fortunately, the George
Peabody Educational Foundation helped to defray the expenses of indigent students.
The latter Nineteenth Century in American
educational history was the heyday of literary
societies and forensic organizations. Oratory
and belles lettres were very much in vogue. Arthur M. Schlesinger·says that oratory was more
popular with the students than athletic contests.
Especially was that true following the initial
debate between Harvard and Yale in 1889. It
was Daniel Webster who had introduced the
"Friday Afternoon" in American schools; this
was a class period each week that was devoted
exclusively to oratorical contests in which every
student was obliged to participate. In Nine-
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teenth Century America, one tenth of all the
time in schools was committed to elocution.
At Marshall College there were the Erosophean Literary Society for boys and the Hyperion Club for girls. Each of these organizations
sponsored debates, a moot court and essay contests. Miscellaneous subjects treated in these
societies had to do with the American Indian,
Joan of Arc, Oliver Cromwell and the philosophers and orators of antiquity. 16 Francis Bacon
once said that education can be made to be ornamental as well as practical.

The more popular recreational activities during the latter part of the century included baseball, croquet, bicycle races, May day f estivials,
Halloween parties and Ohio River excursions.
The first social fraternity was a local society,
the N.D.D., the members of which preferred the
English letters to the Greek alphabet, which
they deemed to be "un-American."18
The most constructive epoch in the development of the college began in 1896 when Lawrence Jugurtha Corbly succeeded to the principalship. Corbly was a n.ative of Tyler County

College Hall Girls on the terrace with President Corbly

Commencement has always been at Marshall
College the most important event of the calendar
year. Caps and gowns, as graduation regalia,
were first worn by Marshall seniors during the
ceremony of 1896. The exercises of that year,
which dragged on for five exhausting days, consisted of a sermon, lawn receptions, an interclub contest, a presentation of The Merchant of
Venice and finally, the awarding of diplomas.
The commencement speakers of that period often dwelt upon such lofty and prophetic themes
as "American Womanhood," "True Heroism,"
and "The Coming Century." 17
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(West Virginia) and a graduate of Fairmont
Normal School and West Virginia University.
After serving a two-year stint as Superintendent
of the Water Valley (Mississippi) Public
Schools (1891-1893), Corbly returned to West
Virginia and assumed a similar position in
Clarksburg, where he also edited a school journal.
This was a period in American history (18881900) when German scholarship exerted its
most pervasive influence upon American educational theory and practice; and to pursue postgraduate· studies in the seminars of the great

President Corbly and coeds of College Hall, 1896.

German universities was considered to be ihe
very pinnacle of academic achievement. Many
famous American scholars dJd just that, including the historians, George Bancroft and Henry
Adams. Lawrence Corbly followed in their pa.tbs
to Germany, where he studied languages in tbe
Universities of Berlin, Halle and Jena. Upon his
return to the United States in 1896, Corbly accepted the principalship of Marshall College.
His tenure of nineteen years (1896-1915) was
without question the most innovative and constructive in the history of the institution during
the entire academy and junior college era (18371920).19
Marshall College matured to a remarkable
extent during the Corbly regime. In addition to
the academic department and the normal school,
a model school was also created so as to afford
students an opportunity to engage in practice

teaching. Another progressive measure, initiated by Corbly, was the creation of various academic departments embracing such traditional
disciplines as science, languages and history. A
chairman, with the rank of "professor," was
designated to administer each academic department. Furthermore, the chairman was free to act
independently of the president in selecting his
(or her) departmental faculty._
Since President Corbly was a scholar himself,
he did much to raise the academic standards of
the institution. For instance, he required that all
faculty members earn at least a baccalaureate
degree and, indeed, several of the teachers had
pursued graduate studies; for a brief while two
of the instructors held terminal degrees. A collateral readings course introduced students to
the world's great literature; and since Corbly
had had experience in Clarksburg as an editor,
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it is interesting to recall that Corbly was the
first editor of the Parthenon, which made its
initial appearance in 1896. The yearbook, called
the Mirabilia, first surveyed the Marshall academic year in 1909.20
Aside from a flood and an earthquake (called
the "great shake-up"), probably the most exciting event of Corbly's principalship (1896-1906)
was a huge pep rally - called "Those 500" which in 1901 celebrated the attainment of an
enrollment of five hundred students. 21
The second and far more constructive phase
of Corbly's administration began in 1906 when
he assumed the exalted title of "President of
Marshall College." After the establishment of
several public high schools in the state, this
obviated the need for Marshall to limit its curricular offerings to secondary school subjects.
Besides that, in order to satisfy the demands of
the majority of its students and to insure a continuation of adequate legislative appropriations,
Marshall aspired to offer college-level courses.
Thus, in 1910 the college began to grant a year
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of college credit, and by 1912 the college not
only conferred a two-year normal diploma, but it
also afforded the students two years of college
credit leading to a bac,calaureate degree in a
university. The college was now beginning to
compete seriously with West Virginia University for legislative funds. Superfluous to say, the
rivalry between the two schools would increasingly become more intense. 22
Marshall acquired still other attributes of a
bonafide junior college. To the administrative
staff were added a vice president, a secretary
and a treasurer. A board of regents administered
the academic program of all of the state institutions, while a board of control managed the
finances. 23
Though Corbly was a Democrat and an admirer of Woodrow Wilson, he was scrupulously
non-partisan in his educational practices. He
would have abhorred being called a "political
educator." In fact, he insisted upon maintaining
a faculty and staff that were equally divided in
their political allegiance between the two major
parties. 24
Apparently the students of President Corbly's
era were generally more scholarly than they had
been before or have been since. It seems almost
incredible to contemplate, but President Corbly
once said that his only objection to the students
at Marshall College was that they studied too
much. Certainly they vied with one another for
scholastic honors and stipends. Two Marshall
students, Rex Hersey and Julian Hogan, (Academy, 1912) ultimately became Rhodes Scholars
and studied at Oxford University. The Peabody
Foundation also continued to award scholarships to the college, and Dr. Corbly himself
created the Lizzie Holland Corbly Scholarship
in honor of his first wife. 26
The college had acquired by 1915 most of the
academic hallmarks of a standard junior college, but the farsighted Mr. Corbly aspired to
obtain full rank for the college as a degreegranting institution. During his tenure as president the enrollment soared from 222 students in
1896 to 670 in 1915, and the faculty consisted of
forty instructors.1'
Furthermore, Corbly hoped to expand the institution and to remove it to a suburban location.
It seems that he had effected a tentative agreement with a local real estate broker for the
removal of the college to the rolling hills of
Wayne County, where the present-day Veterans
Facility is located. Corbly preferred a more spa-
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cious setting for the college in lieu of the relatively cramped quarters in the heart of the city.
Since the urban campus was bordered on three
sides by busy and noisy thoroughfares, Corbly
felt that the serenity and repose of an idyllic
rural environment would be more conducive to
learning. 28 While the board of regents were not
amenable to his suggestion, little did the board
realize in 1915 that sixty-five years later an
important adjunct of Marshall University would
be located on the very site that Corbly had once
envisaged.
Probably more so than anyone who was ever
associated with Marshall College (or university), Lawrence J. Corbly personified what Leonardo called the "Universal Man." Like Francis
Bacon, Corbly "took all knowledge as his province." In our own history, Corbly was comparable in the scope of his interests to such manyfaceted Americans as Franklin and Jefferson.
The catholicity of his taste and the broad range
of his intellectual horizon never ceased to amaze

his friends and admirers. He seemed to epitomize the Nineteenth Century concept of versatility, as that ideal spilled over into the Twentieth Century. Corbly was a world traveller, a
fluent linguist and a serious student of psychology, genetics, eugenics and classical languages.
He edited papers, taught astronomy at Marshall
and gave learned lectures to both college and lay
audiences as to the cause of earthquakes. 29
It seems that Corbly was removed from the
presidency for "purely political reasons."30 Yet
he was still extremely popular, for at the close of
his term the city staged an elaborate parade in
his honor. Corbly joined his brother in the real
estate business in Huntington, and he later became Vice President of the West Virginia Board
of Trade and a Director of the Huntington Land
Company. Since he never did become completely
acclimated to the mercenary world of business,
Corbly returned to Marshall in 1925 as Chairman of the Department of German, a position he
held until his demise in 1935.
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The forthcoming administration of President
Oscar I. Woodley (1915-1919) was an intermediary period that bridged the gap between the
constructive reforms of the Corbly administration and the immediate post-war era, which
ushered in full collegiate status for the institution. During the Woodley years the energy and
resources of the state and nation were committed to the prosecution of the First World War.
As one would surmise during this abnormal period very few academic reforms were effected at
the college.

Howard B. Lee, a former Attorney General, is the oldest
living alumnus.

Library in Old Main (1912)

20

~,;

~
-::;:,
/

----· ·=

...... .,,.p,-

--·

.....

-~·

Late 19th century Old Main

.•

Old Main 1885, south side

21

Campus as seen from Third Avenue, 1885
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CHAPTER II
OSCAR WOODLEY AND THE WAR YEARS, 1915 - 1919

Following Corbly's resignation in 1915, Dr.
Oscar Israel Woodley succeeded to the presidency of the college. Woodley's professional
credentials were reasonably creditable. A Canadian by birth, Woodley had earned undergraduate degrees in the Michigan Normal College in
Ypsilanti and at Albion College in the same
state. He had also acquired a master's degree in
Columbia University, and at one time (1903) he
had been President of the Schoolmasters' Club
in New York City. Dr. Woodley had been Superintendent of Schools in Sauk Center, Minnesota, and in Passaic, New Jersey. He had had wide
experience as a lecturer in teachers' institutes,
and for twelve successvie summers he had taught
classes in pedagogy in the University of Virginia. Woodley was no stranger to West Virginia,
since he had served for five years (1910-1915) as
President of Fairmont State Normal School before he accepted the Presidency of Marshall
College in 1915. 1
President Woodley assumed his new responsibilities on July 1, 1915; and in the fall of that
year the YMCA acted as host to an elaborate
reception in the parlor of Old Main, at which
time Acting President Frank Trotter of West
Virginia University introduced Dr. and Mrs.
Woodley to the public. Invitations had been extended to all Marshall and West Virginia University alumni in the area, as well as to state
officials and the football team of West Virginia
University. In the receiving line were a galaxy
of educational and political leaders that included - in addition to President Trotter - James F.
Marsh, the Secretary of the Board of Regents,
James L. Lakin, the President of the State
Board of Control, and Elliot Northcott of Huntington, the Chairman of the Public Service
Commission.
The prime significance of President Woodley's war-time faculty was that a number of
these educators were destined to serve the fledgling college during the difficult years ahead.
Thus, they helped to steer the school around
many a rocky shoal at a time when it was striving hard to attain respectability as a degreegranting institution.
Perhaps it will give mirth to older alumni and certainly it is nostalgic - to take cognizance
of several of these paladins of the classroom.
Assisting Dr. Woodley was Dr. Clarence E.
Haworth who acted in the dual capacity as Vice
President and Professor of English. A diletante
- in the finest sense - Dr. Haworth was a singu-
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larly effective teacher of literature, who at the
same time instilled in the students an appreciation of the fine arts. Robert Largent, who taught
Latin and history, became (in 1924) the first
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.
Charles E. Hedrick, who joined the faculty in
1918, was later to become the Chairman of both
the History Department and the Graduate
Council. Emmett E. Myers, who began his tenure in 1901, stayed on at the college long enough
to paint a classic portrait of Chief Justice John
Marshall, as well as rustic scenes of the Ohio
River Valley.
There were a number of exceptionally competent women on President Woodley's faculty.
Vera Andrew (Harvey), an English teacher at
the time, says that these women "exerted a very
matriarchal influence over the students. They
were the establishment," she said. 1 Though Miss
Andrew resigned in 1922, she later published an
admirable volume of poetry, and for more than a
half century (1925-1975) she served as poet laureate of the West Virginia Federation of Worn-

an's Clubs. (Governor Cecil Underwood appointed her poet laureate of West Virginia in 1960.)
There were several women on Woodley's faculty who stayed longer and distinguished themselves before their retirement from the college.
Anna DeNoon, who ultimately became the head
of the mathematics department, was the first
alumna of Marietta College (Ohio) to receive an
honorary degree from that institution. Elizabeth
Stalnaker taught French during the war era, but
she later shifted over to psychology and earned
the distinction of being the first member of the
post-war faculty to acquire a Ph.D. degree.
Frances Burgess (geography) and Lucy Prichard
(classics) stir the memories of older alumni,
since they were probably the most active faculty
dames of the Woodley years - as, indeed, they
would continue to be during the Shawkey era
(1923-1935).3
It is difficult today in our vocationally oriented colleges, when the classics are in eclipse, to
visualize how Marshall College once paid homage to the "glory that was Greece." Lucy Prichard knew exactly how to simulate a realistic
Hellenic atmosphere so that her students might
more fully appreciate Graecian culture. The
Classical Association, which Miss Prichard
sponsored, met in "the most beautiful room on
the campus," amidst busts of Sappho, Homer
and Hermes, which alumni had given to the college. On a boat prow nearby was a reproduction
of the Winged Victory, and abreast three walls
of the room was a mural of the western frieze of
the Parthenon. On pedestals standing upright
from the floor were sculptured images of Diana
and the Stag and the Palace of Athena.4
Ornate oratory - which has also become a lost
art - was still very much in favor at Marshall.
The historian of the Ciceronian Society at the
college expressed in rather stilted rhetoric the
prevailing sentiment of the time (1916) when he
exclaimed that: "Never before, since our great
forefathers, has debate been so elevated or oratory so laureled in such gorgeous embellishment." During the war years the Erosophean
and Hyperion Literary Societies were still viable forensic organizations, and young orators inebriated with their own verbosity - made the
"welkin ring" with a species of bombast which
seems passe to the modern reader. The current
generation would probably agree with Alexander Pope's remark that: "Where words most
abound, little fruit of sense is rarely found."
Since this was an age when trial lawyers still

enjoyed enormous prestige, these literary societies may have been of some practical value as a
training school for future barristers. While the
Ciceronian Society offered a short course in
parliamentary law, the Erosophean Society
sponsored moot courts and mock trials. In the
chambers of the Erosophean, one "Rugs" Raper
was tried (1916) for "bootlegging" by a jury of
his peers. In a somewhat lighter vein, a lively
general discussion took place concerning
whether or not dormitory coeds should be allowed on the streets without chaperones; the
"woman-haters" and "old-maids" didn't think
so.
As was true in other institutions of learning,
the war years were a transitional period in the
curricular development of Marshall College.
Voices were being raised at the college in support of a more pragmatic curriculum than the
classical courses that were being offered. President Woodley and some of the students were
among those who contended that the traditional
education being offered was not serving the
practical needs of the student body. While many
of the faculty members who obviously constituted a vested interest clung tenaciously to the conventional courses of study, President Woodley's
progressive thinking at least partially prevailed.
As a consequence, several vocational courses
were introduced, including classes in manual
training and domestic science, which Dr. Woodley insisted should be a requirement - much to
the displeasure of most students. Extension
classes were first offered by the college in the
fall of 1915.
There was a "Student Entertainment Program" at the college that featured several personages of national celebrity. One of the more
amusing entertainers to appear in 1917 was the
famous Swedish physical culturist, Carl Jansen,
who regaled the students with his ludicrous
demonstration of "how to make love in a Ford at
thirty miles per hour." The students were also
intrigued with Ida Tarbell, the "muckraking"
historian, who was well-known for her castigation of the Standard Oil Company. They also
heard Judge Ben Lindsay, the champion of such
novel social experiments as companionate marriage and juvenile courts. At the city auditorium
the students were privileged to hear such prominent statesmen of the day as ex-President Taft,
Justice Charles Evans Hughes and the thricedefeated President aspirant, William Jennings
Bryan. Musical talent was offered at the city
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auditorium by the Boston Symphony, the Fisk
Jubilee Singers and by the popular Irish tenor,
John McCormick.
Motion pictures were in their incipiency during the war years, and most people were enthralled by such 'flickers' as "The Birth of a
Nation" and "The Great Train Robbery." At a
local theatre the college girls titillated to "Daddy Long Legs," and they were afforded an opportunity "to be glad" with "Pollyanna." For
some students, one of the gala events of 1916
was a movie party ,given by Fanny Burgess at a
downtown cinema house, where they saw
"Rome, The Eternal City." Lucy Prichard organized for coeds the Prichard Storytellers' Club,
which met fortnightly to recite selections borrowed from folklore, history and mythology.6
The college was also host to the president of the
National Storytellers' League.
Chapel seats in Old Main auditorium were
individually assigned to the students - and even
more galling - the men were obliged to sit on one
side of the aisle and the girls on the other. One
coed decried that it was so "cruel" that they had
to sit there and pensively sing to each other,

"Drink to Me Only With Thine Eyes." The
chapel programs were oftentimes so boring that
a Chapel Skippers Club was organized (1917),
only to have several of its members arraigned
before "the Pope in the Vatican," meaning Dr.
Woodley in the presidential suite. 7
Prior to 1915 the Marshall College physical
plant was confined to Old Main, which served as
a multiple-purpose facility that included a woman's dormitory, a cafeteria, classrooms, the library, administrative offices and even a basketball court in the basement. The cornerstone of
Northcott Hall was laid in the fall of 1915 during a solemn ceremony conducted by members
of the Masonic Lodge, who sealed within the
cornerstone a casket containing various college
memorabilia. The new building was opened in
April, 1916, and the students sauntered into
their classrooms amidst "much dust and plaster." One coed now found it "so odd for the
students to have two buildings in which to recite. " 8
Northcott Hall housed the various sciences,
while on the ground floor were the laboratories
and kitchen of the Department of Domestic Sci-
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ence, where the future homemakers gained
much practical experience - as well as tips - by
catering luncheons for the Huntington Rotary
Club and the Schoolmasters' Club.
Since the college administration subscribed to
in loco parentis (in place of parents), discipline
in the girls' dormitory was rigid. There were
certainly no amusements for the coeds on Sunday, and a sign on the bulletin board in College
Hall warned the girls that "If you don't go to
church today you can't go anywhere today."
Following a Sunday evening Epworth League
service at the Johnson Memorial Methodist
Church, several coeds were seen walking back to
the campus with boys, who were actually so bold
as to hold the girls' arms; and one "Squirrel"
Rawlings was brash enough to hold a girl's hand
with one hand and a cigarette with the other! It
was this "scandalous incident" that prompted
Mrs. Lyon, the priggish dormitory matron, to
hold a "council of war" in her room which lasted till midnight.

This strict Sabbatarianism is not to imply
that Marshall coeds were denied recreational
opportunities on weekdays. Indoor diversions
included black-faced minstrels, Halloween masquerades, leap year dances and lantern slides of
Egypt and darkest Africa. The YMCA sponsored international parties, attended by students
dressed in native attire of such countries as Holland, Japan and India. They enjoyed the great
out-of-doors by hiking over the adjoining West
Virginia hills to Eskimo Cave and Bennetts'
Point, where they brewed coffee and fried
steaks; this must have been a rare culinary delicacy as compared with the unpalatable food allegedly served in the college dining room.
Dormitory food has been the bane of college
students since time immemorial. The victuals
served in the Marshall dining room were a
source of chronic complaints. A regular staple
of diet consisted of corn bread and beans; and
for dessert, there was green tomato pie, which
invariably caused much "weeping and wailing."
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Several girls suffered food poisoning from eating tomato soup, and an over-sized brooch found in a serving of mashed potatoes - was
hardly calculated to render that dish more delectable. Three of the coeds, who could not tolerate
the college cuisine any longer, took "French
leave" and went out to dine at the Frederick
Hotel. It was not until 10:30 o'clock - after a
prolonged search had been undertaken - did the
girls finally return to their rooms.
The Hotel Frederick was not the only attraction afforded by Huntington, which was then a
city of 50,000 people. Coeds in middy blouses
and men in knickers enjoyed Victrola demonstrations at J. W. Poole's Piano Store, where
they listened by the hour to such popular recordings of the day (1916) as "Pretty Baby," "Reuben, Reuben, I 'Been Thinking" and "The High
Price of Loving." It was also a treat to shop for
shoes at the Bon Ton Boot Shop and for hats at
Agnews; but the real bargain of the day was in
tennis rackets, which could be had for 75¢ at the
Huntington Hardware Company.
It was the period when the Ford "flivver" was

beginning to make its appearance on the streets
of Huntington. Henry Ford had once said that
his Model T was available to the consumer "in
any color provided it was black." The sight of an
occasional broken arm resting in a sling attested
to the danger of trying to crank one of these
little monsters. Another hazard in owning an
automobile was the likelihood of its catching
afire. When Dr. Clarence Haworth's "tin lizzy"
went up in flames in 1918, the Mirabilia reported that the professor was "almost heart-broken
over the loss."
The period of the First World War was, however, the heyday of the "iron horse," which still
took precedence over the automobile as a mode
of travel. All of the students who came to Marshall from afar travelled to Huntington by train
- except for two girls from Logan. When Nettie
and Bertha White decided that they wanted to
enroll in Marshall College, they were encouraged by their parents to do so; but instead of
departing from Logan on a Chesapeake and
Ohio passenger train, they boarded a log raft
afloat in the Guyan River. The raft was on its
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way to Huntington, where it would be dismantled and the logs sold to local building contractors - a common trade in those days. Since the
seventy-five mile river trip required several days,
the girls slept on the planks, were exposed to the
elements and were, of course, deprived of bathroom facilities. At times the raft would get stuck
in the sand bars, and no progress could be made
for hours on end. It is enough to say that Nettie
and Bertha finally arrived in Huntington and
matriculated at Marshall College, only to pine
away with an incurable homesickness. After
only two months as college students, the girls
were on their way back to their friends in Logan. 9
There was on the campus in 1918 a living link
connecting the Civil War (1861-1865) and the
First World War. The man's name was James
W. Samples, a Confederate veteran from
Clarksburg, who had long since attained his
Biblical allotment of three score years and ten.
Samples had taught school seventy-eight sessions, but in 1918 he was a student in the Educa-

tion Department at Marshall. It seems that he
had not been altogether satisfied with the other
colleges in the state that he had attended, so he
enrolled in the "short course" in teacher training. The students seem to have admired the
plucky old "Rebel" for his perseverance and determination.10
Athletics was congenial with the mountaineers' ethic of physical courage and stamina, and
since so many West Virginians were scions of
combative Scotch-Irish forebears, it was only
natural that Marshall College would attempt to
cultivate manly qualities in its male students.
The first football coach at Marshall was George
M. Ford, a graduate of West Virginia University, who had served the college (1903-1904) as
both athletic coach and history instructor.
(Coach Ford later became the State Superintendent of Public Instruction in the 1920's.)
Most of the football contests of the Corbly
years were waged against secondary schools, but
in 1905 Coach Alfred McCray's teams defeated
the Ohio University Bobcats, even if they did
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lose to Miami and the University of Kentucky.
The grid schedule in 1911, for the first time,
included only colleges of full academic rank.
The Big Green in that year tied Ohio University
but was defeated by West Virginia University,
its only loss for the season. McCray's victory
over Marietta College that year ended in a freefor-all fight.
The star of the Big Green in 1910 was "Cy"
Young, a brilliant backfield player, who later
transferred to Washington and Lee University,
where he performed so admirably that he was
ultimately elected (1958) to the College Football
Hall of Fame in Cincinnati, Ohio. 11
Football contests were waged on Marshall
field, behind the present-day science building.
The students talked a lot about "pep," and how
to generate it, yet there were no majorettes or
coed cheerleaders. In fact, one of President
Woodley's quirks was that under no condition
should the girls be allowed to yell at the ball
games. He pronounced such exhibitionism as
"marks of undignity and unrefinement." Of
course this admonition went unheeded, for the
coeds yelled anyhow, as the "Kelly Green and
White" challenged such full-fledged institutions
as West Virginia University, Denison and
Washington and Lee.
There were many memorable feats performed
on the nation's gridiron before the football fervor gave way to the excitement of the First
World War (1917). Leo Schlick of Saint Vitor
College captured national attention when he
scored twelve touchdowns in a single game, and
Mark Payne of South Dakota Wesleyan kicked
a sixty-five yard field goal; but sports fans almost everywhere recall that an athletic stratagem - perhaps unparalleled in football history was contrived in 1915 at Marshall College. This
was the famous "tower pass touchdown," executed by Coach "Fox" Chambers' Big Green
against the West Virginia University Mountaineers.
While "down East Yankees" were reveling in
the Harvard-Yale grid classic and the ArmyNavy rivalry in Philadelphia, the people of the
hills and hollows of central Appalachia anticipated with unrestrained enthusiasm the intrastate duel between the West Virginia Mountaineers and the Marshall College Kelly Green and
White. It was this unique "tower pass touchdown" (1915) that will be remembered by pigskin enthusiasts almost everywhere. Fred Burns,
a veteran sportswriter, has a vivid recollection of

32

1907 Basketball Team

the contest: "There was no question about who
would win, but the town boys (of Huntington)
got wind that the wily Marshall coach, "Fox"
Chambers, had something rigged." Burns said
that since there was "quite a bit of money being
waged that Marshall wouldn't even score," the
"Fox" decided to contrive a play that would
enable Marshall to score at least one touchdown. The local gamblers intuitively relied upon
Coach Chambers' self-assurance that he could
prevent a "shut-out." Adding even more zest to
the contest, Sol Metzger, the Mountaineer
coach, was quoted as saying he would "eat [his]
hat if Marshall scores."
On the "day of reckoning" (November, 1915),
the Mountaineers scored three quick touchdowns, but when WVU fumbled and Marshall
finally got the ball, the Big Green completed five
passes and penetrated to the WVU fifteen-yard
line. Then a Marshall back named Dayton
Carter - whom Burns says was something of a
"tumbler and an acrobat" - suddenly ran onto
the field. The crowd hushed as the Marshall

quarterback, Brad Workman, called the signals,
took the snap and faded to pass; as all eyes were
riveted on the charging West Virginia line, few
spectators noticed as "Blondie" Taylor, the hefty tackle, ran across the goal line and lifted
Dayton Carter to his shoulders, high above the
West Virginia secondary. Workman then rifled
a high pass toward the Taylor-Carter "tower."
The ball seemed to hang in the air for an eternity before Carter pulled it in and fell into the end
zone for an apparent touchdown. West Virginia
University fans fumed, and Coach Metzger argued with the officials that the touchdown was
illegal, but since neither the referee nor the umpire could find any regulation in the rule book
that would nullify the play, Marshall's "tower
pass touchdown" was ruled to be legal. Though
West Virginia University went on to win the
game 92-6, still the great "tower pass" resulted
in one of the most satisfying touchdowns of all
time. 13
It is also satisfying to recall that in 1916 the
Herd humiliated Kentucky Wesleyan by a score
of 101-0, in which game Brad Workman scored
five touchdowns. Workman was, indeed, one of
the great passers and runners in the nation, who

in 1916 scored a total of fifteen touchdowns.
Brad's record as a grid star compared favorably
with that of his two brothers, who played for the
Ohio State Buckeyes. 14
During the war years (1917-1918), football
was minimized at the college. It was common
practice then for normal colleges to play high
schools. Marshall competed against such secondary schools as Huntington High and Greenbrier Military Academy, both of wbich defeated
the Big Green in 1917. However, it was consoling that Marshall did manage to outscore Rio
Grande College that year.
After the war ended, a number of brawny men
entered the college, and this gave to Coach Arch
Reilly's team a very powerful thrust. In fact, it
was under Coach Reilly' tutelage that Marshall, in 1919, enjoyed it. most succe sful eaon ever. Though Marshall was still a junior
college, its opponents included such four-year
institutions as Transylvania and Muskingum. 15
Because of the stellar performance of Bradley
Workman, "Snooks" Winters, "Trusty" Tallman and Jim Quinlan, the Big Green went
through the season (1919) undefeated and untied. Unfortunately, Coach Reilly served only
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Marshall-West Virginia University football game, tower pass touchdown.

33

one year.
Though Marshall became a college in the full
sense in 1920, the grid teams for several years
thereafter were disappointing. Indeed, the college suffered its most humiliating season in
1923, when the Herd failed to score in any
game.

The outstanding event of President Woodley's
years at Marshall was, of course, the impact of
the World War upon the college. Even before
the United States became a belligerent in 1917,
the sentiments of this Anglo-Saxon community
were decidedly pro-British. The "rape of Belgium" by the German army in 1914 was deeply
resented on the campus. The Marshan chapter
of the YMCA contributed $100 to the Belgian
war sufferers, and the Marshall Red Cross Auxiliary sent garments to Belgian refugee children.
Prior to American involvement in the conflict,
Dr. Woodley in his speeches in the conege chapel kept the students informed of current events
by reading Woodrow Wilson's addresses to
Congress, culminating in the President's memorable war message of April 3, 1918. Woodley

also tried to whet the students' patriotic sentiments by "leading the singing" of the great national songs.
Dr. Samuel D. Morison, the Harvard University historian, observed that "the First World
War had a peculiar appeal to American
youth." 16Certainly there was a contagious outburst of patriotic fervor that infected Marshan
students of both sexes. The school unreservedly
committed its limited material and human resources to the defense of freedom, (as it would
do in even greater measure a generation later.)
Nearly two hundred Marshall students and
alumni served in various branches of the armed
services. A star-studded service flag was hoisted
in Old Main, and Marshan students marched in
patriotic parades down the city streets. Several
male students served as "Junior Four-Minute
Men" whose oratory helped to incite the patriotic emotions of the local citizenry. (It was assumed that whenever a group of people were
huddled together on a city street they were probably listening to a "Four-Minute Man.")
The distaff side of the college community was
equally affected by the martial spirit. As one
coed cried out: "Every girl's heart jumps up and
flutters in mid-air at the sight of a uniform;

The Ra~ine, formerly a brook
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Marshall Coeds as Red Cross Volunteers, World War I, 1917-1918

every girl wants to be a soldier." As a requirement for graduation, able-bodied coeds enrolled
in calisthenics classes alongside the men, who
were practicing war maneuvers. Mrs. Oscar
Woodley, the President's wife, was the campus
director of the Red Cross Auxiliary which prepared 20,000 dressings and darned countless
sweaters, socks, comfort kits and helmets that
were sent to American doughboys overseas. The
auxiliary likewise sent garments to French refugee children.
The faculty and students realized $2,500,
which they contributed to the Student War
Friendship Fund; and a war savings stamp association was organized on the campus. The college students made stiU other sacrifices: they
responded dutifuJly to Herbert Hoover's plea for
the observance of "meatless days." Instead of
eating meat, the dormitory students, once a
week, sipped "Hoover soup," which one coed
said consisted of "a bean dissolved in hot water." (Ii it was too rich, then add more water.)
More disconcerting to the students than the
practice of abstinence on these "meatless days"
was the outbreak of Spanish influenza in October 1918. As one girl in College Hall excJaimed:
"As the flu r~ges, we all tremble and quiver and

cry for 'mama'."15 They were soon permitted to
go home to "mama," for the college was forced
to close for a month in October, 1918.
Just as ominous as the flu epidemic was a case
of smallpox that infected Gemma Rife, a Wayne
County coed. The occurrence of this dread disease induced a mass inoculation of the students
and a prolonged closure of the college.
When the Great War erupted in Europe in
1914, German culture was deeply ingrained in
the American educational system. The doctor of
philosophy degree and the graduate seminar
were both German inventions, as were the kindergarten and the German physical education
program, called the turnerverein. At Marshall,
the German language classes were well attended,
as was the German Club, in which the students
studied teutonic literature, ate German food and
listened to the music of great German composers.
After the United States became involved in
the war against the "Hun," many American institutions of learning - even in the Midwest outlawed the teaching of German. In some colleges, faculty members of German extraction
were summarily arraigned before boards of regents, and for untenable reasons, they were pe-
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remptorily dismissed. 18 Marshall College seems
to have escaped the "war hysteria" and "Germaphobia" that played havoc with civil liberties on
so many American campuses. However, a. shadowy Little ordic character named Miss Hoppe,
who came to Marshall from the University of
Chicago to teach German, felt that after only
two day 011 the campus her German accent and
ancestry were too much of a burden for her to
bear; so it was said that: "The little Miss Hoppe
quietly folded her tent, like an Arab, and silently
hopped away." 19
When the armistice was proclaimed on November 11, 1918, both Marshall College and the
city of Huntington "went wild!" Professors
found themselves addressing vacant seats in
their classrooms. Both the coeds and men students - who had practiced their "U" and "S"
formations in the gymnasium - now proudly
marched together in a community-wide patriotic
parade. lo a chapel program the next day, President Woodley explained to the student body the
"significance of the Great War and its impact
upon the present and the future." On February
23, 1919, the city auditorium was the scene of a
huge mass meeting, where the service flags were
officially "demobilized;" and by April, the heroes from "over there" were "too thick to stir."20
"The war to end all wars" had finally ended.
It was the end of an epoch for the American
people and particularly so for President Oscar
Woodley. Since he had been such a strict martinet, he had become so unpopular that most of
the students signed a petition asking the Board
of Control to fire him. 21 While Woodley's ad-
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ministration of Marshall College had not been
especially productive, the West Virginia School
Journal and Educator lauded him for
having "stood for the best professional training
of teachers and for enriching the life of the
community and the state."22 Dr. Woodley did
not complete the school year, for his resignation
became effective on February 1, 1919, at which
time he accepted a position in Washington as an
advisor to the Federal Bureau of Vocational
Education. Woodley subsequently moved to
Florida, where he cultivated citrus groves and
served as the Executive Secretary of the Florida
Education Association a.nd -a s a lecturer at the
University of Florida.
·Before his departure from Huntington (in
1919), Dr. Woodley had been prescient enough
to predict for Marshall College "a great future."13 In fact, it was soon after Woodley' resignation that the tatc Board of Education (in
1920) authorized Marshall to confer the baccalaureate degree in education. This was a milestone of incalculable importance to the college,
since it serves as a line of historical demarcation
in the academic maturation of the institution.
Like several other academies born in the
Nineteenth Century, Marshall had travelled the
full course. Though the mortality rate for academies had been abnormally ltigh, some, however
survived the vicissitudes of time and ultimately
emerged as colleges - or even universities. Somewhere in the Book of Fate it had been decreed
that John Laidley's school at Guyandotte was
destined to prevail.

CHAPTER II - Oscar Woodley And The War Years
'The National Encyclopedia of Biography, Jl8. Dr. Woodley also taught a class in psychology at the College.
2

Marshall Alumnus, Spring 1975; (Memoir of Vera Andrew Harvey)

'Marshall College Catalogues (1915-1919).
4

Mirabilia (1916-1917). The Latin teacher was disillusioned when she discovered that some of her "very best" students were
"riding a pony" (Caesar's jack).

5

Marshall Alumnus - Spring, 1975 (Harvey Memoirs)

6

Mirabilia (1916)

1

Ibid. (1917). Potentially more serious, some of the dormitory girls were caught in the act of pouring a pail of water on the
night watchman as he was walking below their window. Wendell Reynolds says that Woodley's strict rules annoyed the
men students when Woodley forbade smoking in the basement of Old Main. Wendell Reynolds to the author, February 10,
1980.

8

Ibid. (1917-1918); Marie White, Metamorphose of Old Main, Passim. It was not until November, 1916, that Northcott Hall
was officially dedicated.

0

"Appreciating Appalachia, III" Manuscript by Karl White on file in Special Collections Room, James Morrow Library.

wMirabilia, 1918.
"Kent Kessler, Hail West Virginians (Parkersburg, 1959) 104-105
12

Fred Burns to the Author, August 20, 1979.

1.1Marshall Alumnus, Fall, 1974.
14

Kessler, Hail West Virginians, 106.

IS

Ibid. 106.

1

°Cedric Cummins, History of the Unirersity of South Dakota (Vermillion, South Dakota, 1975), 131. Dr. Morison spelled
his name with only one "r."

17

Mirabilia, (1918)

11

Ibid. 1918. See also Cummins, South Dakota.

•• Mirabilia, (1918)
20

Ibid.

11

Wendell S. Reynolds to the Author, February 12, 1980

11

West Virginia School Journal and Educator, December, 1918.

13

Mirabilia (1919). A calendar of daily events in each edition of the Mirabilia is enlightening. There is no copy of the
Parthenon available for this period, 1915-1919.

37

CHAPTER III
THE HAMILTON INTERLUDE, 1919-1923

Prelude to a New Epoch
In the history of Marshall College, the year
1920, was one of the great moments to remember! Indeed, it is comparable in its historical
significance to the founding date of 1837, for it
was in 1920 that Marshall attained full status as
a four-year degree-granting institution. This
post-war year (1920) was important for still other reasons. Since the Great War had ended, the
country was acquiring a semblance of normality,
as the national economy was rapidly being reconverted to a peacetime basis. Woodrow Wilson was still President, but he was an invalid in
the White House - bedridden and physically
isolated from his friends and foes alike. American women - for the first time ever - were voting,
and many of them cast a ballot for a "dark
horse" Republican candidate, Warren Gamaliel
Harding, who easily defeated for the Presidency
(in 1920) his fellow Buckeye, James M. Cox.
The election was proclaimed to have been "not a
landslide but an earthquake." The Eighteenth
Amendment became the law of the land on the
first day of January, 1920, and such strange new
words as "bootlegger" and "speakeasy" were
beginning to make their way into the American
lexicon.
In West Virginia at this time (1920) Ephriam
F. Morgan had just been elected Governor, and
Dr. Morris P. Shawkey was completing his last
year as State Superintendent of Free Schools.
The federal census of 1920 listed the population
of Huntington as 50,177. One of the more
prominent citizens was Mayor Charles W.
Campbell, who was widely known for his strict
enforcement of the city's blue laws. Out at Marshall College, Fred Hamilton was serving his
second year as President, when the Board of
Education (in 1920) empowered the college to
confer a baccalaureate degree in teacher training.
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The ensuing decades, between two wars (19201940), proved to be a fairly constructive period
in the development of Marshall College. Not
only were two colleges created within the institution, but a graduate division was added in
1939. Unconditional accreditation was
achieved; the physical facilities were modestly
expanded, and a number of well qualified instructors were employed, some of whom attained
a degree of national recognition. Furthermore,
the athletic teams, at intervals, received widespread acclamations, particularly so under the
tutelage of a coach named Cam Henderson.
Unlike scores of other erstwhile normal
schools that made no effort to expand their curricular offerings, Marshall College - beginning
in 1923 - established a respectable College of
Arts and Sciences; and yet at the same time,
Marshall continued to be the foremost teachertraining institution in the state.
During the forthcoming twenty years, the
chronic frustration that plagued all three of the
college administrators - Hamilton, Shawkey
and Allen - was their inability to procure an
adequate financial competence for both capital
improvements and personal services. Indeed,
during the subsequent half century - until the
Board of Regents was established in 1970 - political discrimination against Marshall in the
allocation of state funds constituted a flagrant
miscarriage of justice. Needless to say, such a
myopic policy on the part of the board of education and the legislature impeded the progress of
both the college and the state.

- The Hamilton Administration The successor to Dr. Oscar I. Woodley (in
1919) as President of the college was the thirtyeight year old Frederick Rutherford Hamilton.
A native of Wisconsin, Hamilton had earned
undergraduate degrees in education in the Wisconsin Normal College at Oshkosh and at the
University of Wisconsin. He also held a master
of philosophy degree (now passe) from Columbia
University. After having served as superintendent in three different school systems in Wisconsin, Hamilton became director of the extension division in the University of Kansas at
Lawrence. During the First World War he had
been associated with the Hospital Service of the
United States Sanitary Corps in Boston. 1
President Hamilton was the chief administrator of Marshall College during the critical formative period when the college was treading an
untrod academic path. Because the College of
Education in West Virginia University had been
too restricted in its offerings, there was, during
the post-war period, an urgent need in the state
for a four-year teachers college that would offer
a bachelor's degree in a more comprehensive
field of pedagogy, including elementary education. Thus, the demand became insistent that the
legislature establish at Marshall a fully developed teachers college. Though an act to this
effect was enacted in February, 1923, it would be
another decade before the five other normal
schools would be permitted to confer the baccalaureate degree.
When the college was promoted to full collegiate standing in 1920, there were only 191 students on the campus, but President Hamilton
organized the Marshall Recruiting Club, which
vigorously sought to induce students from
throughout the state to attend the college. There
were forty faculty members on President Hamilton's staff, essentially the same teachers that
had served during the preceding Woodley administration. The college, for a brief time, continued to maintain a secondary school so as to
prepare students who could not qualify for admission to college-level classes, but this program was discontinued in 1921. The first bachelor's degrees were conferred in June, 1921, upon
the following men: Gary Eckard, Ellis Sowards,
Ivan Hollandsworth and William Frasure. Two
years hence, the number of graduates had risen
to twenty-six.
Though Marshall was now a degree-granting

President Frederick R. Hamilton, 1919-1923

institution, it still continued to emphasize preprofessional courses in engineering, medicine
and law. Moreover, extension classes and correspondence courses were also made available.
The catalogue listed a total of sixteen collegiate
disciplines, including hygiene and agriculture.
Though located in the metropolis of the state,
the college continued to be extremely sensitive
to the academic needs of its rural students. John
Muldoon taught courses in rural education. Not
only were theoretical courses in agriculture
taught on the campus, but the college also owned
a twelve-acre farm on Midland Trail (near Russell Creek). The farm served as a demonstration
school for Professor H. D. Groves' agriculture
students, who spent much time on the farm
"pruning, spraying and eating." A Country Life
Club afforded these rural students the necessary
social amenities. 2 Students who came from the
rural counties organized "county clubs" on the
campus, which undoubtedly helped to assuage
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the pain of nostalgia suffered by freshman students who were living away from home for the
first time. Equally important, these county clubs
proved to be effective recruiting agencies for the
college. While the Summers County Club was
the first to be established, in subsequent years
the Greenbrier-Pocahontas Club was particularly active.
Relatively few graduates of West Virginia
high schools attended college during the 1920's.
A sympathetic view of the Marshall students of
this era (1920-1923) has been given by Vera
Andrew (Mrs. John Speed Harvey), an English
teacher at the time. Miss Andrew stated that:
"Although some of the students had wonderful
educational backgrounds, most of them had little at all." Yet she said that her classes were
always "full of bright, energetic and lively students, who were so willing and eager to learn."3
One of Miss Andrew's students was Henry Cavendish, who later became the Paris Correspondent of the New York Herald Tribune. It seems
that many of the students were as serious-minded as ex-President Corbly had found them to be.
One might infer from reading the essays published in the Parthenon that the students gave
serious thought to such edificatory subjects as
"Character Development," "The Meaning of
Life" and "Ambition."
At the outset of President Hamilton's Administration, the entire physical plant of the college
consisted only of Old Main and Northcott Hall.
The only major addition to the plant during the
Hamilton interim (1919-1923) was a women's
gymnasium. This building was dedicated by
Governor Ephriam Morgan on March 4, 1922,
on which occasion the Dramatic Club - coached
by Vera Andrew - presented a play entitled The
Gypsy Trail, starring Ellis Rece and Mary Halliday.
Miss Andrew directed still other plays that
were popular at the time, including What Happened to Jones and It Pays to AdJ'ertise. It was
Miss Andrew's opinion, however, that her most
talented cast played in a little drama entitled A
Chinese Garden, for which a New York student,
Dick Hammond, made the sets, and Bill Pittsinger played the role of a motionless Buddha.
Dick Hammond, alias Dick Halliday, later became a theatrical producer in New York and
married Mary Martin, the popular actress and
singer. Thereafter, Halliday devoted his talents
to managing Miss Martin's very successful
stage career.◄ (Their marriage was a long and

happy one, until Halliday died in 1977 in Brazil,
where he and Miss Martin had lived for years.)
It was President Hamilton's desire that the
new four-year college celebrate the awarding of
its first degrees by featuring an outdoor historical drama, entitled The Unquenched Torch.
Presented at commencement time, 1921, this
pageant portrayed the history of Marshall College. It was performed on the college lawn before an audience of 1,500 people, including
members of the Board of Education and the
entire student body of more than three hundred.
There were still other speech arts that continued to be important appendages of the extracurriculum. In addition to the literary societies and
the dramatic clubs, there was the Society for the
Promotion of Inter-collegiate Debating - known
as S.P.1.D. One notes that in 1921 the Marshall
forensic team debate~ Rio Grande College concerning the wisdom of the United States joining
Britain and Japan in an attempt to effect naval
disarmament. The League of Nations was a controversial issue at the time, and whether or not
the United States should join the League received much consideration in the college debating societies.
Clubs were trumps on the Marshall campus!
The Music Department of the college sponsored
a men's choral union and the Treble and Clef
Club, which was an ensemble comprising forty
singing coeds. (These two organizations were
later merged and became the Madrigal Club.)
The Chairman of the Music Department, Hannah Cundiff, presented such popular operas as
The Mikado and Sy/J'ia. LeCercle Francais, in
which only French was spoken, was popular
with the modern language students. The YMCA
was a vigorous non-sectarian organization that
sponsored regular chapel programs; for years
" the Y" exerted a pervasive influence upon the
entire student body. There was no organization
on the campus that demonstrated a more sincere
interest in the personal problems of the individual students than did the YMCA.
The college sponsored an artists series, which
in 1922 featured the popular Flonzalez Men's
String Quartet and also Louis Kreidler, a noted
baritone affiliated with the Chicago Civic Opera
Company. Nor were spiritual values neglected.
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, the international Zionist leader and Minister of the Free Synagogue in
New York City, lectured at the college in 1922 as did Kanomori, the Japanese evangelist, who
chose as his subject "American-Japanese Rela-

42
•

•

• 4

..

tions."
Radio became a fascinating new medium of
entertainment and instruction during the decade
of the 1920's. It was the Westinghouse station
(KDKA in Pittsburgh) that ushered in the "radio
age," when (in 1920) it broadcast the news of
President Harding's election. Old Main auditorium was soon equipped to receive radio programs, and the Parthenon reported in 1922
that the first concert was attended by "an interested and wondering audience."5
A memorial service was held in Old Main on
March 16, 1921, in honor of Speaker "Champ"
Clark, who had served as principal of Marshall
Academy during the 1873-1874 school year.
Several alumni, who had been students at the
school during the Clark Regime, were present to
hear the eulogy to Clark, which was delivered by
Judge Thomas Jefferson Bryan. (The college
later honored "Champ" Clark when the Mirabilia [1928] was dedicated to him, and again in
1933 when his son, Senator Bennett Clark of
Missouri, was invited to be the commencement
speaker.)
The West Virginia Intercollegiate Press Association convened on the campus in 1922. This
meeting proved to be a harbinger of an avid
interest in college journalism, which was to have
a far-reaching influence upon both the college
and the state. As early as 1922 the Parthenon
was voted the best college newspaper in West
Virginia, a laurel which it would receive many
times in the years ahead.
There was no dearth of diversions at the college: The Cotillion Club flourished, as the students "tripped the light fantastic" to the Virginia Reel and Skip to My Lou. The new women's
gymnasium served as a dance hall and also as a
setting for Halloween masquerade parties, replete with ghosts and goblins. Progressive rook
parties were in fashion then, but apparently the
game wasn't played for high stakes, since the
score prizes consisted of such modest trinkets as
a ten-cent locket or a small rubber ball.'
Several national education sororities, such as
Sigma Sigma Sigma and Alpha Sigma Alpha,
became essentially social organizations during
this period. The male students belonged to the
Green and White Club, while the coeds joined
the White and Green Club. As the names suggest, both organizations were committed to promoting athletics at the college. There were no
national social fraternities (for men), and in
general the student body was extremely demo-

cratic. The men on the faculty organized a social club, while their spouses founded, (in 1922)
the Marshall Faculty Wives Club, which unlike
the men's organization proved to be a permanent
fringe society within the college community.
While the larger colleges and universities
were too impersonal and too preoccupied to resort to such petty practices as hazing freshmen,
the s·maller institutions did engage in such
horseplay. This species of collegiate nonsense,
however, was relatively subdued at Marshall; at
least there was no shaving of the men's scalps,
nor any overt resort to physical abuse. The
freshmen men at Marshall, who were first initiated in 1922, were required to wear green and
white skull caps and arm bands; they were also
expected to carry matches, doff their caps to
upperclassmen and to answer "Sir" to their academic superiors. The rules governing freshmen
coeds were equally demeaning. hi addition to
wearing arm bands, the girls were required to
enter side doors and say " M'am" or "Sir" to
upperclass students. Furthermore, the coeds
must refrain from chewing gum or powdering
their noses in public.' It was this type of forced
obeisance that all freshmen had to endure each
autumn until Thanksgiving.
From an academic point of view, the new fouryear college got off to a rather baiting start.
Other than the attainment of full collegiate rank
in 1920, nothing especially noteworthy was
achieved during these post-war years. The allimportant question of institutional accreditation was not resolved at this time.
President Hamilton announced in 1923 that
be was resigning, so that he might return to New
York City and pursue the doctorate in Columbia
University. It seems that Hamilton's resignation was not prompted because of inept administration of the college, for be apparently had an
understanding of the fiscal problems of teachers
colleges. It happens that Hamilton had alienated a number of influential townspeople, and, too,
there was a faction on the college faculty that
favored for the presidency Dr. Morris P . Sbawkey, the former State Superintendent of
Schools.* Thus, after four years as President of
Marshall College, the torch was passed in 1923
to another administrator.
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states.
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CHAPTER IV
THE SHAWKEY YEARS, 1923 - 1935

1. The Formative Years:
Striving for Recognition

The successor to Dr. Frederick R. Hamilton
as the fourth President of Marshall College was
Dr. Morris Purdy Shawkey, who acceded to the
position in July, 1923. A native of Pennsylvania
(1868), Shaw key was an honor graduate of Ohio
Wesleyan University, from which institution he
was later awarded the master of arts and the
doctor of pedagogy (Ped.D) degrees. For a brief
time he taught in the public schools of Kansas
and North Dakota, before accepting a position
in West Virginia Wesleyan College, where he
was awarded an honorary degree. Shawkey
served a term in the West Virginia House of
Delegates, as Superintendent of the Kanawha
County Schools and as State Superintendent of
Free Schools (1909-1921). He was also a former
President of the Department of Superintendence, within the National Education Association. Probably more so than anyone else, Dr.
Shawkey deserves to be called "the father of the
secondary school system of West Virginia." 1
Immediately prior to his appointment to the
Marshall Presidency, Shawkey had been Superintendent of the Beaver Pond School District in
Bluefield. It came about as a result of a political
bargain that Shawkey, a Republican, was made
President of Marshall College so that Edwin
Wade, a Democrat, could succeed him as Superintendent in Bluefield.
Though born in Pennsylvania and educated in
Ohio, no native son of West Virginia was ever
more intensely loyal to the Mountain State than
was Morris Shawkey. He was, indeed, an ardent
West Virginia chauvinist, who never ceased to
speak eloquently and fervently in behalf of his
adopted state. Shawkey also wrote voluminously
- though not scholarly - on the history and geography of West Virginia. On one occasion, after
having heard Dr. Shawkey deliver one of his
eulogies to West Virginia over a Cincinnati radio station, a Kentuckian - from Ashland - was
prompted to say that it made him "feel mighty
good that Kentucky even adjoined West Virgin2
ia. "
Dr. Shawkey was considered to have been
somewhat above average as a speaker; moreover,
he thoroughly enjoyed addressing groups of all
kinds, whether they be service clubs, men's Bible
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classes, commencement audiences or teachers'
institutes. He was even known to have solicited
speaking engagements. He once requested that a
Pennsylvania school official arrange for him to
be invited as a guest speaker at a teachers' convention in Pennsylvania: "I would like to revise
some of my old speeches," he said, "and show
you that I have some new and better ones."3
In the vernacular of the day, Dr. Shawkey was
regarded as a "political educator," and yet to the
contrary, he consisted himself to be something
of an educational statesman. He lectured in such
reputable institutions as Northwestern, the University of Washington in Seattle and in George
Peabody College. Marshall Buckalew says that
"for the asking" Dr. Shawkey could have secured the Presidency of West Virginia University.4
Since his experiences had been in the area of
public school administration, Dr. Shawkey naturally felt more comfortable serving in a similar
capacity. He once said that the highest honor
that a person could receive was to serve as the
president of a teachers college. 5 Thus, the Marshall Presidency was precisely the type of administrative work tt,at he felt most competent to
perform.
Dr. Shawkey never lacked confidence in his
own professional capabilities. He wrote a former colleague that: "West Virginia needs to be
educated on the subject of education, and I am,"
he said, "better prepared than some others to
lend a hand." He said that he was sure that: "A
large percentage of our people look to me for
assistance and guidance in educational matters."'
What was the basic educational philosophy of
this veteran educator who directed the fortunes
of Marshall College during the crucial years
after it became a degree-granting institution?
Since he had been reared in a devout Methodist
environment and was trained in a sectarian college noted for producing graduates who became
distinguished Methodist clergymen, it is not at
all surprising that Dr. Shawkey would give primacy to the molding of character and to the
cultivation of what he called "correct social attitudes." He once asserted that he was not so
much interested in experimenting with new educational theories, but, instead, he regarded character development to be of paramount importance in the work of an educational institution.
"This can be achieved," he said, "not merely by

offering courses in ethics or the Bible, or
through compulsory chapel devotions," but instead, he believed this could be brought about
only if "the conditions in the college are favorable." He meant by that "the personnel of the
teaching force, the ideals of the school, its traditions and its way of doing things must be right."
Then, he said, the lives of the students would be
affected favorably. "I think it's high time," he
asserted, "that colleges give more consideration
to personalities they turn out. Strenfth of character .•. is a trait sorely needed."
As important as character building is, the
most exigent task confronting the Shawkey administration at the outset was for the college to
be recognized by the appropriate regional accrediting agency. Therefore, an application was
submitted, in 1925, to the Southern Association
of Colleges and Secondary Schools, which, however, unequivocally denied membership to Marshall College. The time was evidently not propitious, since the association cited a number of
academic deficiencies: the immaturity of the
College of Arts and Sciences was mentioned, as
was the failure of the college to require credits
in mathematics, either for admission or for
graduation. Affirmative action was also denied
the college because of the dearth of students who
were enrolled in the senior class - only seventyfour in classes of 885 in 1925.8
Though the administration attempted posthaste to rectify these shortcomings, it is inconceivable that the college could have corrected all
of these deficiencies within a year's time - especially the imbalance in the distribution of students according to grade classification. It seems
more plausible to assume that it was Shawkey's
friendship with certain influential educators
that explains why the Southern Association reconsidered the Marshall overture and forthwith
accredited the college at its Jackson (Mississippi) meeting in 1926 - only twelve months after
the agency had originally spurned the college.
Suffice to say, this somewhat unexpected approval of the college created ecstasy on the Marshall campus. For example, the Parthenon
gloated that: "Marshall is now in a class with
the University of Virginia, Vanderbilt and Tulane."9
An anomalous situation relative to institutional accreditation developed in West Virginia
in the years immediately ahead (1926-1930).
Two years after the Southern Association ap-

proved Marshall, the North Central Association
also accredited the college (1928). Thus, the institution was simultaneously a member of both
the Southern and the Northern Associations;
and yet as incredible as it may seem, West Virginia University, at this very same time, was
suspended by the North Central Association.
Needless to say, this rebuff to the University
produced widespread repercussions. It is not too
difficult to fathom why the West Virginia University student newspaper, The Atheneum, published an editorial disparaging Marshall College. Dean J. N. Deahl of West Virginia University wrote Shawkey that: "Much heat was generated over dropping West Virginia University
from the North Central, and some very embarrassing things were said." Shawkey concurred
that the rebuke to West Virginia University
"had been a subject of considerable animated
10
discussion throughout the state."
There is a bit of irony in all of this: it is
important to note that West Virginia University
officials for some time had been contemptuous
of the Southern Association of Colleges; and in
conjunction with the West Virginia Commission, which appraised high schools for the
North Central Association, the university had
refused to recognize graduates of colleges approved by the Southern Association as teachers
in West Virginia. Thus, when West Virginia
University was peremptorily ejected from the
NCA, it is understandable why the Secretary of
the Southern Association, H. M. Ivey, said: "I
chuckled to myself when I read the press note in
regard to the University of West Virginia." 11
Shawkey's sympathies, however, were altogether with West Virginia University; chauvinist
that he was, he considered the ouster to be an
affront, not only to the university but to the
entire state.
The ultimate resolution of these anomalies
was that in 1930 Marshall College, upon the
advice of the Southern Association, discontinued its dual membership, and along with colleges in other border states (Missouri and
Maryland), Marshall withdrew from the Southern Association. Thus, since 1930 Marshall has
confined its institutional affiliation to the
North Central Association. The humiliation
that West Virginia University had endured
proved to be short-lived, and happily for all concerned, that institution was reinstated by the
North Central Association in 1930.
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During the period when Marshall College was
striving to attain academic respectability, 19251930, President Shawkey remained consistently
optimistic: "This is going to be a great institution with an honored record," he said. "Most
everything about Old Marshall is going a little
stronger than ever before;" and Shawkey told
his friend, Walter Barnes of the Board of Education that: "The real sensation among people in
West Virginia is Marshall College." 12 What
were the reasons for President Shawkey's euphoria? In addition to having achieved accreditation by two regional associations, the premedical program at the college had complied
with the standards set by the American Medical
Association. Moreover, the College of Arts and
Sciences had become a member of the Association of American Colleges. Shawkey was also
elated because Marshall students were acquitting themselves admirably in such major institutions as "Harvard, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania;" and "Marshall students," he said, "had
never completely failed after having transferred
to any institution." 13 Shawkey also expressed
pride in the new library building, which was
under construction in 1929, and it might also be
mentioned that by 1930 there were sixteen members of the faculty that had earned terminal
degrees.
Although there was some basis for cautious
optimism, there were, however, never any valid
grounds for complacency. In fact, grave problems did confront the administration: a scarcity
of space impelled the deans to refuse admission
to one hundred students in the fall semester of
1929; classrooms were overcrowded; laboratory
facilities were sometimes unavailable; and the
student-teacher ratio was the most unfavorable
in the state. Moreover, the North Central Association stated that the financial allocation per
student at Marshall College was less than that
accorded any institution accredited by the NCA.
The North Central Association appraised the
Marshall academic program as follows: "Obviously handicapped by insufficient finances,
Marshall College is probably doing the best
work of any college in the country for the
amount of money expended." Finally, it was still
a real concern that an excessive number of students were transferring to the universities after
having completed their pre-professional training at Marshall. 14
When Dr. Shawkey became President of
Marshall College, it was assumed that because
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Morris P. Shawkey, President 1923 - 1935

of his background and experience he would give
priority to the training of teachers. As noted
earlier, Marshall attained the rank of a fouryear teachers college ten years before the other
five normal schools in West Virginia were promoted to that status. The first Dean of the Marshall Teachers College was James Blaine
Shouse. A native of Davenport, Iowa, and a
graduate of the University of South Dakota,
Shouse had been a Professor of Education in the
University of South Dakota, and during the
World War he had served as a YMCA Secretary. Shouse had attended the United States
Military Academy at West Point, though he did
not graduate. As if he had never quite divested
himself of his military demeanor, Dean Shouse to Shawkey's embarrassment - was sometimes
brusque and untactful in his relations with the
students. Beneath his forbidding exterior, however, Shouse always manifested a sincere concern for the students. A dean who championed

the highest academic standards, Shouse fostered
scholarship by awarding an annual trophy to the
fraternity that earned the highest scholastic
average. Moreover, Dean Shouse was always solicitous of the students' professional success
after graduation, and for several years he wrote
a column for the Alumni Bulletin relative to the
careers of Marshall graduates whom he had
helped to train.

J. B. Shouse - First Dean, Teachers College

Out of deference to the rural background of
many of its students, Marshall College, in conjunction with Concord Coliege, offered extension classes at Delbarton. The college also
maintained an extension summer school in
Charleston, but in neither center were these programs considered to have been successful, largely because of lack of funds and inadequate library facilities. After Marshall abolished these
two extension schools, the scarcity of teachers
in the state became even more acute. As a result

of the joint efforts of Dr. Shawkey and President Rohrbrough of Glenville State College, the
legislature, in 1930, authorized both Marshall
and the state normal schools to confer a bachelor's degree in secondary education, an area of
study which had previously been limited to West
Virginia University. Henceforth, Marshall enrolled more students in its summer sessions than
did any institution in the state.
The Teachers College was accredited in 1929
by the American Association of Teachers Colleges, and the following year Dean Shouse reported that "The college was awarded an A-1
rating by the Association." As the foremost
teacher-training institution in the state, Marshall College was beginning to earn an enviable
reputation throughout the South and Middle
West. For example, Dr. R. M. Binnion of
George Peabody College for Teachers said that:
"Marshall College is undeniably one of the
great examples of the tremendous metamorphosis of the old-time normal school." Binnion was
also of the opinion that: "The astounding thing
in American education today (1929) is the expansion of the poor little bedraggled normal
school of twenty years ago into great and outstanding schools for the training of teachers, as
well as other colleges" (established on the same
campus). 15
It was, indeed, the establishment of another
college on the Marshall campus in 1923 that
was of transcendent significance to the future
development of the institution. The administration had been aware that many students enrolled
at Marshall especially those living in Huntington were not at all interested in becoming
school-teachers. Thus, at the behest of the Marshall Administration, the Board of Education
very wisely made provision in 1923 for a more
comprehensive curriculum when it authorized
the creation of a College of Arts and Sciences.
This was the one preeminent institutional innovation that distinguished Marshall College from
some two hundred other colleges throughout the
country that had evolved from the matrix of a
normal school. Thus, while scores of other
teacher-training institutions failed to broaden
their curricula, Marshall College - to the contrary -maintained from the outset a liberal arts
college in juxtaposition to its Teachers College.
Furthermore, this College of Arts and Sciences
was composed of a faculty who were trained not in education - but exclusively in the sciences
and humanitites.
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It might also be mentioned that many similar
colleges throughout the country - like the high
schools - failed to create professorial ranks
within the various departments. Marshall College, however, maintained four instructional levels, ranging from the rank of instructor to full
professor.

Though Shawkey undoubtedly cherished a
predilection for the teacher training curriculum,
he was, nevertheless, a Phi Beta Kappa graduate
of an excellent liberal arts college; and it was his
conviction that a broad general education should
precede professional training. It is a tribute to
his perspicacity that Shawkey lent his undivided
support to the new College of Arts and Sciences.
There was intense excitement (and some displeasure) manifest on the campus in the autumn
of 1928 when the faculty members were divided
between the Teachers College and the College of
Arts and Sciences. Henceforth, each of the colleges would maintain its own respective faculty
and disciplines. Likewise, each college conducted separate meetings and was funded by a separate budget. An awkward arrangement was created, however, when members of certain academic departments (history, English and science) were assigned to the Teachers College,
while still other professors in these self-same
departments were retained in the College of Arts
and Sciences. Such a bifurcated departmental
faculty was for years the bane of the accrediting
agencies.
The new College of Arts and Sciences had as
its first dean, Robert Joseph Largent, who
served for five years (1923-1928). Born on a
farm near Paw Paw, West Virginia, Largent
was a master's graduate (in history) of the University of Chicago. An exceptionally genial and
compassionate man, he was peculiarly adept at
conciliating differences of opinion and thereby
creating a favorable academic climate. Dean
Largent was extremely popular with both students and faculty. One former student and colleague of the dean says that: "Bob Largent came
close to being a 'father confessor' to all of the
students. " 16
Th.e College of Arts and Sciences maintained
pre-professional curricula in engineering, medicine, pharmacy and law. A. T. Bragonier, a
mathematics professor, directed the pre-engineering program, which included a junior engineers' club that was approved by the American
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R. J. Largent - First Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Association of Engineers. William I. Utterback
of the Biology Department was the advisor to
the pre-medical fraternity, while Ralph H'ron, a
pharmacy graduate, directed the pre-pharmaceutical studies at the college. Dr. Arthur S.
White, a doctor of jurisprudence and the first
chairman of the Political Science Department,
organized and administered the pre-law curriculum.
The local news media incorrectly referred to
these pre-professional curricula as if they were
full-fledged schools, administered by "deans".
The Parthenon and the Huntington newspapers
repeatedly and deceptively alluded to "The Marshall School of Pharmacy" and the "Marshall
Dean of Engineering." It is little wonder that
West Virginia University supporters looked
askance at these press reports emanating from
Huntington, and they naturally inferred that

Marshall College was having delusions of institutional grandeur. ln fact, the administration of
West Virginia University was re poosible for
MarshaJl's being forced to abandon its two-year
pharmaceuticaJ program at the end of its first
year of operation.
The Shawkey administration attacbed entirely too much importance to these pre-professional curricula and the unhappy resuJt was that a
substantial proportion of the students transferred to a professional school at the end of
their sophomore year. The College of Arts and
Sciences hould Jiave exerted a greater effort to
strengthen its upper division program. If this
had been done, the College might have retained
a much larger portion of its student body. (Perhaps too, the college might have enhanced its
chances of securing chapters of the Phi Beta
Kappa (Arts and Sigma Xi (Science) fraternities.)

sor Utterback was strangely obsessed with the
theoretical feasibility of reconciling science and
the Scriptures; and in his oft-repeated lecture,
"The Great Life Cycle," he argued that both
special creation and evolution were entirely possible. Utterback's theories received a modicum
of national recognition and support when Dr.
Walter Hough, the Curator of the Smithsonian
Institution, declared that; "U tterback's correlation of science and the gospel is the best that has
yet appeared." 17

2. The Faculty:
"And Gladly Teach"

It is, of course, not feasible to allude to all of
the teachers of the Shawkey era; but since the
faculty is the academic dynamo of an educational institution, a profile of the college would be
incomplete without at least cursory reference to
a number of the more distinctive faculty members. For reasons of their own, they added savor
and character to the institution. Occasionally
there was a scholar on the faculty of national
repute; and, too, several of these professors were
such provocative and inspiring teachers as to
suggest the analogy of "Mark Hopkins and the
Jog." Some of the instructors were so eccentric
that their idiosyncrasies are still a topic of conversation when older alumni come together to
reminisce. A number of the professors virtually
became "institutions" within themselves, comparable to "Old Main" or the "Beech Tree." At
least one was an unadulterated charlatan, who
remained at the institution only a few months
before he finally absconded.
In the Biology Department William I. Utterback was an interesting, though somewhat bizarre scientist, whose publication, entitled
Fresh Water Mussels, earned for him a fellowship in the American Association for the Advancement of Science and also a biographical
citation in American Men of Science. During
the "anti-evolution craze" of the 1920's, Profes-

Frances Burgess - Geography

Still on the faculty was Frances Burgess, a
legacy of the normal school era, who was sometimes referred to as the "grand doyenne" of the
college. Fanny Burgess administered the Department of Geography with a firm hand. The
author of two valuable textbooks, The Geography of West Virginia and Major Economic Geographic Regions of West Virginia, Miss Burges made notable contributions to the physio-
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graphy of the Mountain State. Her pioneer
studies in physical geography warranted for her
a biographical sketch in American Women- the
feminine counterpart of Who's Who in America.
Frances Burgess and Dr. Alfred T. Navarre of
the Geology Deparhneot conducted, in 1932, a
joint geological - geographical summer program
in the trans-Mississippi West. The course,
which offered six semester hours of co)Jege
credit involved nine days of theoretical studies
on the Marshall campus, which was upplemented by six weeks of practical observation in
Western America. (lt is enlightening to note
that the cost per student - including transport,
food and tenting - was only $285.) There are
some engaging letters on file in the University
archives narrating in vivid rhetoric the students'
reaction to the grandeur of the "purple mountain majesty" and other natural wonders that
they encountered in the scenic American West
during that summer of 1932. 18
Duri.ng the hawkey years, 1923-1935, the
Department of Modern Languages contained
several noteworthy instructors. For example,
Charles E. Derbyshire of the Spanish Department was the foremost translator (from the
Spanish) of the works of Jose Rizal, the national
hero of the Philippine Islands. Rizal had written
Nole Me Tangere (Social Cancer), a book that
sowed the seeds of Philippine nationalism and
was most instrumental in inciting the Filipi.Doe
to wrest their independence from Spain in 1898.
Derbyshire bad gone to the Philippines in 1901
to assist the natives in establishing normal
schools in the islands, and while there he translated into English Rizal's complete works, a
translation which is until this day required reading in all of the schools of the Philippine Islands. Suffice to say, the name "Derbysh.ire ' is
still revered by millions of Fili1linoes. 19
Since Dr. Shawkey was partial tQ what he
called 'good West Virginia blood," it is understandable why he preferred to employ West Virginians as faculty members. In spite of their
rather provincial attitude, he sometimes wandered far afield in search of personnel, and in
trutJ1 the faculty was relatively cosmopolitan.
One of the Spanish professors was Juan Fors, a
native Catalan Spaniard from Barcelona, who
had been a lieutenant of artillery in the Spanish
Army in Morocco. Fors had earned a bachelor
of philosophy degree in the University of Barcelona and an M.A. from the University of Chica-
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go. Another foreign-born member of the Spanish Department was Senor Francis Castillo, a
native of Costa Rica. The German Department
contained two natives of Deutschla.nd, Rudolph
Krumpelmann and Dr. Paul J. Menge. The latter held a Ph.D degree from Heidelberg, and he
had been an officer in the German army in the
First World War.
Analagous to Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, the
poet and physiologist of Boston, the Marshall
English Department had its medical men turned
literatur. One of the most brilliant, yet eccentric, of all the professors was Dr. Albert R.
Halley, a Tennessean from Nashville. A medical
graduate of Vanderbilt University, Dr. Halley
had served as a medical aide on the staff of
General George Goethals, the chief engineer
who built the Panama Canal. Dr. Halley's mission in Panama bad been to help Doctors Willjam Gorgas and Walter Reed in eradicating the
stegomyia mosquito, which had been the cause
of yellow fever epidemics in the Canal Zone.
Halley later taught anatomy in the Harvard
Medical School, where he at the same time pur-

sued the doctorate in literature in the Harvard
Graduate School. Though Halley had earned
two doctor's degrees, he adamantly refused to
allow his own children to attend any school at
all. As a result of Halley's obstinance and defiance of the law, Shawkey said: "The truant officers were always after him (Halley)."10
Since Dr. Halley was under the illusion that
he could foresee a "black revolution" in the
land, the inside of his residence on Crestmont
Drive took on the appearance of a small arsenal.
Though not considered to have been an effective
teacher, Dr. Halley's medical knowledge, on at
least one occasion, enabled the Huntington Police Department to solve a murder case that
resulted in the acquittal of a woman who had
been accused of killing her husband.
The other medical man in the Department of
English was Dr. Clarence E. Haworth, who continued to serve as Vice President of the college
and professor of English. Haworth inspired a
generation of Marshall students, several of
whom became professors of literature. Thomas
C. Donnelly says in his autobiography that Dr.
Haworth kept him on the edge of his chair every
minute that he was i111 his classes. Haworth
probably had the most masterful command of
the English language of any of the professors.
Donnelly says that when Dr. Haworth taught
Macbeth, he would become so fascinated with
the "witches scene" that he was seldom able to
get past it; but there were others who said of Dr.
Haworth that whatever the subject he was teaching, he would always "end up teaching Wordsworth." Haworth played both the organ and the
piano, and he wrote the lyric of the Marshall
Alma Mater, as well as several popular songs
about West Virginia.
The head of the Music Department until 1930
was Hannah Mathews Cundiff, who continued
to sponsor the choral union for men and the
Treble and Clef Club for coeds; she also organized the first orchestra in the college. Since
Miss Cundiff had had extensive experience in
the field of teacher education, she not only designed the curriculum in music education at
Marshall, but she also formulated the state certification regulations governing public school
music teachers. Furthermore, Hannah Cundiff
was nationally known as the co-author, with
Peter W. Dykema, of a standard reference book
entitled The School Music Handbook, which
was used in leading universities and in the New
York City school system. She was likewise the

C. E. Haworth - English

author and composer of a popular textbook
entitled S011gs of Many Moods, a collection of
original compositions designed for children.
Miss Cundiff also wrote tlie lyric for her own
version of the Marshall College Alma Mater.

In addition to Fanny Burgess and Ha11J1ah
Cundiff, two other "grand dames" on the faculty
were the classical scholars, Lucy Prichard and
Lucy Whitsel. Mis Prrclaard served in 1928 as
Vice President of the Classical Association of
the Middle West and outh, and a women's
residence hall was later named in her honor. Dr.
Lucy Whit el, who succeeded Lucy Prichard,
was a native of Rockford .lllinois; a doctoral
graduate of the University of Wisconsin, Dr.
Whitsel supplemented her training by attending
classical schools in Rome and Athens.
The cla sics, which had previously been o
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Lucy Prichard - Classics, 1917

popular at t_he college, were gradually losing
their appeal; but in spite of steadily declining
-enrollments in the Greek and Latin classes, Dr.
,Whitsel consistently refused to forsake the classics in order that she might teach the more
popular modern language courses. It was said of
Lucy Whitsel that she "remained a dedicated
'classicist' " to the end. (She was also a "joiner";
a faculty poll revealed that Dr. Whitsell belonged to twenty organizations - more than any
other teacher.)

One of the most erudite faculty members of
the Sbawkey years was Dr. Homer Dubs, the
Chairman of the De1mrtment of Philosophy. Before coming to Mar ball, Dubs had had six
years of college teaching experience in China,
where he became an avid student of Chinese
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philosophy and i'inguistics. Wl1ile at Marshall,
Dr. Dubs was granted a leave of absence in
1926-1927 to serve as interim chairman of the
Philosophy Department in the University of
Minnesota. Dubs' translations and publications
were of extraordinary importance in the field of
Oriental philosophy. The University of Chicago
Press published (1929) his Rational Induction:
a,, Analysis of the Methods of Science and Philosophy. (In the language of the laity, this study
treats of truth and how one knows when he has
acquired it.) Dr. Dubs' philosophical masterpiece was H suntz, Molder of Ancient Confucianism. Dubs labored for four years in producing the first English translation of The Works
of Hsu11tz. In recogn~tion of his uncommon erudition, Dr. Dubs was eventually appointed to the
Philosophy Faculty of the University of Oxford
in England . (In the years ahead several Marshall faculty folk visited Homer Dubs in E ngland.)
There came to Marshall College in 1930 a
smiling and personable little man of Swedish
extraction, who for nearly four decades was one
of the "institutions" of the college. Otto Andrew
' Swede ' Gullickson was a native of North Dakota, where hi father had owned a ranch in the
lofty hills, near the site where Theodore Roosevelt spent his summer~. 1 • President Shawkey
was so favorably impressed with "Swede" GuJUckson's intramural sports program that he
considered it to be one of the two major achievements of Marshall ollege during the 1930-1931
academic year. Shawkey said that: "Swede's
sports program not only afforded the students
exhilaration and exercise, but it also achieved
outstanding success in the corrective treatment
of the students' ... minor physical defects." 22

The courses in journalism were originalJy an
adjunct of the English Department, but in 1930
William Page Pitt, a native of New York City,
became tbe first chairman of tbe department.
Pitt earned a master's degree in the Pulitzer
School of Journalism in Columbia Univer ity,
and he served an internship with the New York
Times, the H erald Tribune and with Pulitzer's
World. Pitt's research project at Columbia had
to do with "The Law of Libel in West Virginia."
President S hawkey characterized Pitt as an
"ambition young buck," whom he found to be
"very interesting."

granted an audience - for ten minutes - with the
"Little Flower," Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia. (In
1926 Wallace Sayre, the editor of the Parthenon, had interviewed President Calvin Coolidge,
whom he found to be "preoccupied and perfunctory.")
Pitt was responsible for the department's establishing a cordial and enduring relationship
with the Huntington newspapers, a liaison
that still proves to be mutually beneficial. When
Pitt was studying on a leave of absence at Columbia University in 1929, two local journalists,
Walker Long and H. R. "Punk" Pinckard,
taught Pitt's classes in journalism.
The funding of the Parthenon was first included as a "line item" in the college budget in
1931, and consequently the paper was made
available to every student, gratis. It was estimated at this time that the Parthenon had five thousand readers, and occasionally excerpts from
the paper were published in such national magazines as Editor and Publisher, a newspaper
trade journal. For two successive years, the Parthenon was acclaimed the foremost college
newspaper in the state. It was in 1931 that an
honor society, The Fourth Estate, was organized within the department so as to cultivate an
interest in journalism among the coeds.
W. Page Pitt - Journalism

The Journalism Department, under Page
Pitt's tutelage, initiated several programs that in
time became Marshall traditions. For instance,
the first high school press meeting convened on
the campus in 1927, and through the efforts of
Professor Pitt and Colonel John H. Long of the
Huntington Publishing Company, the college
became the West Virginia locus for high school
teachers and students of journalism. Pitt also
initiated and sponsored an annual "journalism
tour" to New York City - trips that sometimes
afforded the students an opportunity to meet a
number of the celebrities of the day, some of
whom were household names. For example,
when the students were staying at the old Pennsylvania Hotel in 1931, they had the pleasure of
hearing Rudy Vallee and his Connecticut Yankees. When the popular maestro was told that
the Marshall students were in the grill, Vallee
started singing - through his famous megaphone
- the Marshall "pep" song, "Against the Green
and White." During still another sojourn to
Gotham (1934), the journalism students were

During the early years of the Shaw key administration E. Turner Stump of the Speech Department produced dramas that would lend to the
college theater an enviable reputation. Stump, a
theological graduate of Drew Seminary (New
Jersey), was the Minister of the Ceredo Congregational Church. Since he was also the national
president of Alpha Psi Omega, a dramatics society, he was responsible for installing a chapter
of that fraternity on the Marshall campus.
Stump directed such popular plays as Franz
Molnar's Lilliom and Elmer Rice's mystery
play, Cock Robin. Hite Wilson (Broh) played
the leading role in Stump's production of Noel
Coward's Hay FeJ1er; and she was voted by the
Student Council as the most talented actress of
1929-1930. A record audience of one thousand
people saw Stump's production of Edgar Sheldon's Romance.
The student council, in 1929, conferred upon
Professor Stump its annual award for having
"rendered the most beneficial service of any faculty member." When Turner Stump resigned in
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E. Turner Stump, 1928

1930, his successor in the Speech Department
was his former student, G. Harry Wright, who
maintained the same standards of excellence established by his mentor. The Mirabilia, in 1931,
proclaimed Harry Wright's production of Franz
Molnar's The Swan the outstanding histrionic
production ever presented at Marshall College.
Oratory of the grandiloquent style was still in
favor at Marshall, even as late as 1930. Each
year a college orator was chosen to compete for
the state title against other colleges in West
Virginia. During the school year, 1929-1930,
the Marshall College orator was Mary Brockman of Huntington, whose oration, entitled
"The Dawn of Peace," won third place in the
state intercollegiate contest.
In those days, when the college held membership in the Buckeye Debate Conference, the
Marshall forensic te·ams challenged, not only
the Ohio colleges, but also West Virginia University and the Universities of Toronto and
Manitoba in Canada. When the Marshall team
defeated West Virginia University in 1924, the
topic for debate had to do with the power of
Congress to override Supreme Court decisions.
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A series of extemporaneous debates with the
University of Kentucky were performed (in
1929-1930) before high school audiences in the
area. The toss of a coin determined which side
of the question the respective teams would argue. One of the moot subjects of that school year
(1929-1930) was: "Can the Public Conscience be
Directed by Legislation?" In that year, Harry
Wright's team defeated both Concord and West
Virginia Wesleyan Colleges. With the advent of
President Roosevelt's New Deal, it is interesting
to note that the Marshall debaters (in 1935)
were contending that the National Recovery Administration (NRA) should be abolished. (The
Supreme Court soon did just that!)
In the college teaching profession - as in other vocations - there have occasionally been brazen quacks who have shamelessly victimized
their prey. It is incredible that college administrators have been so naive and gullible as to
employ such charlatans in the first place; and
yet there were times when Marshall College was
careless about requiring that candidates for
teaching positions submit their professional
credentials. As a result of such inexcusable negligence, the college more than once discovered
to its utter dismay that it had been hoodwinked
by imposters.
Undoubtedly the most incredibly fantastic
character whom Marshall College ever employed was one Claiborne Ravena! Hill, whose
name has become legendary. Succeeding Harry
Wright (in 1931) as Chairman of the Speech
Department, Mr. Hill posed as a graduate of
both Harvard and Cambridge Universities. A
man of charming and ingratiating manners,
with many grandiose ideas, Hill pretended that
he was a North Carolinian and that he owned a
"big plantation" in Georgia. When Henry Broh
(class of 1935) invited Hill to his home for dinner, Hill described his Georgia plantation in
such lucid rhetoric that Broh said he could
"smell the magnolias." The presumptuous Ravenal Hill probably took more license than any
other Marshall teacher, before or since. On a
trip to New York, he purchased, at state expense, large bolts of silk with which he made the
costumes for a play that he directed entitled The
Man Who Married a Dumb Wife, by Anatole
France. The brash Mr. Hill also bought at Brentano's Book Store in New York a large order of
drama books. At a Huntington music store he
purchased for his own apartment a Steinway
piano - again charging the bill to the college.

Finally, when Ravena) Hill sensed that Dr.
Shawkey might fire him, he feigned serious illness and took to his bed. The administration
then appointed several stud-::nts to stand guard at
his bedside to prevent tim from absconding. It
was at this point that "Professor" Hill - in his
most dramatic intonations - recited a series of
impersonations of death scenes from Shakespeare's plays, including "King Lear!' These
morbid monologues so frightened the student
sentries that they fled in horror! Then Ravena)
Hill raced down to the bus station and commenced his hejirah, thus ending his brief tenure
as head of the Speech Department. Several
months later, when it was rumored at the college
that Hill was teaching in the Marietta, Ohio,
school system, the Marshall dean telephoned
the school superintendent relative to Mr. Hill;
but the superintendent peremptorily "hung up
the receiver." 23 (Perhaps he, too, had had enough
of Claiborne Ravena) Hill!)
The Marshall College Chamber of Commerce,
an adjunct of the Department of Business Administration, collaborated with the Huntington
Chamber of Commerce in conducting trade and
industrial surveys of the tri-state area. The findings of the surveys arrested the attention of the
United States Chamber of Commerce, which
forthwith requested a copy of the questionnaire
that had been used. Likewise, the Marshall and
Huntington "chambers" undertook, in 1933, an
exhaustive probe of the nature and causes of the
Depression in the Huntington area.
During the Shawkey years a potpourri of still
other laurels were earned by various members of
the college faculty: In the Teachers College, Dr.
Harry J. Wheat published his meritorious Psychology of the Elementary School, a book which
- unfortunately for Marshall - aided Dr. Wheat
in securing a Professorship in the College of
Education in West Virginia University. Another
instructor in the Teachers College, Dr. Roy Cleo
Wood, served as President of the National
Council on Tests and Measurements. Emmett E.
Myers of the Art Department, already well
known for his classic portrait of Chief Justice
Marshall, later painted portraits of former
President Corbly and Dr. Shawkey, both of
which adorn a wall in the James E. Morrow
Library today. Furthermore, Myers conducted
during the summer months the Royal Mountain
Art Colony in Monterey, Virginia.
When Dr. Shawkey became President of the
college in 1923, Dr. Elizabeth Stalnaker of the

Psychology Department was the only faculty
member who had earned a Ph.D Degree; and yet
at the close of the Shawkey era (1935), twentytwo instructors had acquired terminal degrees.
The accrediting agencies had constantly exhorted the Marshall Administration to increase the
number of doctorates on the faculty, and even
the editor of the Parthenon (1929) was urging
the employment of "more doctors." Shawkey,
however, was not at all convinced that the doctorate was really that important. He felt that the
accrediting agencies were "making a fetish" of
the Ph.D Degree." He believed that such attributes of character as morality, loyalty and enthusiasm were of more intrinsic value to the
institution than the possession of a terminal
degree, (which some cynics have said meant the
termination of education). Shawkey said ruefully that: "I suppose we are rated 'short' (with the
accrediting agencies) because some of our faculty are not ornamented with the proper degrees. "24
A sampling of those who had completed their
graduate work included the historians Connable
Klinger and Gresham Toole; and in the Chemistry Department there were Leslie Todd and Edward Phelps. Still others who had acquired a
doctorate were Roy Wood (education), Albert
Halley (English), Albert Olson (economics),
Lucy Whitsel (classics) and Frank Gilbert (botany).
The people of Huntington appreciated Marshall College as an "economic asset" to the city,
and they were no doubt grateful to the faculty
and administration for the public services they
rendered; but, as in most college communities,
there was a barrier - though not always insurmountable - between "town and gown." (College
teachers are often times more compatible with
other academicians.) It is true there was a certain amount of intermingling - even camaraderie
- that existed in the service clubs and churches;
yet only rarely, if ever, did faculty members
belong to the more exclusive social organizations in the city, such as the Guyan Country
Club and the Guyandotte Club (which met in its
own pretentious residence.)
In most cities, where there was a college or
university - whether it be in Boston or Austin there existed an inter-disciplinary study club in
which a select group of professors and townspeople met regularly to read scholarly papers
and to cultivate a sort of intellectual cross fertilization. A number of American professors, such
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as the historians Arthur Schlesinger (Harvard)
and John Hicks (Wisconsin), have recorded in
their memoirs how they enjoyed such juntos
when they lived in Cambridge and Madison, respectively.
When the scholarly Lawrence Corbly returned to Marshall College in 1925 to teach
German, he organized the Lysian Club, a public
affairs forum which was comprised of fifteen
men representing both the city and the college.
One member, Robert J. Brinker, said: "It was a
kind of seminar in current history which disciplined its members to express themselves articulately and to think clearly."25 Since Dr. Corbly
assigned the study topics to the members in
advance, the participants were usually well prepared, and the discussions were invariably stimulating. The club met weekly for an hour and a
half in the comfortable library of Dr. Corbly's
Sixth Avenue apartment. (A partial list of Huntington citizens who belonged- to the Lysian
Club were Elmer Canterbury, W. B. Hawkins, J.
Hanley Morgan and J. H. Phipps.)
While the professional qualifications of the
faculty showed improvement during the Shawkey era, there is evidence that the college was
fostering student scholarship as well - especially
through the honorary fraternities. Student affiliation with these national societies inspired
not only a wholesome personal pride, but also a
genuine respect for the institution itself. Since
Marshall became the domicile of several chapters of these honor societies, this tended to enhance somewhat the academic prestige of the
institution. Among the national organizations
that established .:;hapters on the campus during
this era were: Chi Beta Phi (science), Kappa
Delta Pi (education), Pi Gamma Mu (social science), Alpha Psi Omega (dramatics), Kappa
Omicron Phi (home economics) and the International Relations Club.
Probably the preeminent academic honor bestowed upon a Marshall student during the
Shawkey years was the Rhodes Scholarship
awarded in 1928 to S. Roger Tyler, Jr., the son
of a local Episcopal rector. Though he was a
junior in the University of Virginia when appointed by the scholarship committee, Tyler
had, nevertheless, attended Marshall College for
two years - which is the prescribed period of
residency stipulated by the Rhodes Scholarship
Board. Shawkey left no doubt that Marshall
deserved a portion of the honor; as he proudly
stated it: "He (Tyler) was awarded a Rhodes
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Scholarship on the application of Marshall College so as to represent the State of West Virginia." (Tyler was the third Marshall student to
study at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar.)
3. The Relationship Between Marshall
College
and West Virginia University
Since colleges do not develop in a vacuum, the
historian is obliged to explain the interaction
between an institution of learning and the state
and region in which it is located. The relationship between Marshall College and West Virginia University during the Shawkey years was
at best an uncomfortable one. The university
officials and editors in the Morgantown area
had opposed the creation of a College of Arts
and Sciences at M~rshall in 1923. Their specious argument was that Marshall should limit
its offerings to teacher-training subjects. The
university officials contended that the original
West Virginia state law, chartering Marshall
College in 1867, limited the institution to the
status of a normal school. But President Shawkey argued convincingly that both the state
board of education and the legislature had
granted Marshall permission to establish a College of Arts and Sciences, and, furthermore, the
Attorney General had never challenged the legality of the act. In order to forestall Marshall's
offering graduate courses, West Virginia University personnel taught graduate-level subjects
on the Marshall campus. Dr. Virgil Heltzel, a
Professor of English at Marshall, served as
campus coordinator of the program.
As stated earlier, West Virginia University
officials were wary of the pre-professional programs inaugurated at Marshall, fearful that they
might ultimately evolve into fully developed
schools; it was for that reason that the university succeeded in dismantling the Marshall prepharmaceutical curriculum.
There were still other areas of disagreement
that marred the relationship between the two
institutions. When Dr. Frank B. Trotter resigned the Presidency of West Virginia University, in 1926, the board of education appointed
Dr. John B. Withers of New York University as
his successor, at an annual salary of $15,000.
When Dr. Shawkey heard of this exorbitant
remuneration, he wrote George M. Ford, the
State Superintendent of Education, protesting
vehemently what he considered to be excessive

compensation, in view of the fact that Trotter's
annual salary had been only $9,000 while Shawkey's was a mere $5,000 per annum. When the
Charleston Gazette published Shawkey's letter
to Superintendent Ford, the news story
"shocked its readers as no other story concerning the educational system had ever done before." The press in Charleston and in the northern section of the state roundly castigated the
Marshall President, and even the Huntington
Herald-Dispatch felt that Shawkey had erred
"in writing any letter at all" concerning the
Withers appointment. Dr. Shawkey's only defenders seemed to have been the faculty and
students of Marshall College. Shawkey wrote to
Dr. Withers, who had not yet accepted the offer:
"Unless your interests move you to make the
same sacrifice to work on the same basis that
the rest of us have been working along in the
advancement of the state, dissatisfaction would
likely develop;" Dr. Withers finally decided to
reject the offer, and the evidence would seem to
indicate that Shawkey's negative attitude was
the chief reason why he did. 26
Dr. John Roscoe Turner was subsequently appointed President of West Virginia University
at a salary of $15,000 per year - the same salary
that had been offered to Dr. Withers; but this
time Shawkey remained silent - at least in public. However, during the Depression years,
Turner's compensation was reduced to $7,500
per year. The official historian of West Virginia
University, James M. Callahan, contends that
Dr. Shawkey's position was vindicated. He said
that: "Shawkey's opposition to the higher salary
was wise at the time (1926), and his wisdom was
later proved by the test of experience."27
Shortly after Roscoe Turner became the new
President of West Virginia University (1926),
Shawkey held out to him the olive branch. He
reminded President Turner that the educational
institutions in the state were considerably disrupted, and he declared that: "A period of constructive cooperation is greatly desired," but, as
stated elsewhere, the suspension of West Virginia University by the North Central Association (1928) did not improve the relationship
between the two state schools. Shawkey told Dr.
Turner (1928) that when he (Shawkey) was State
Superintendent of Public Instruction for twelve
years, he enjoyed "perfect harmony," but now
(1928) he said: "I am the victim of circumstances and an accident. I happen to be President of an institution whose rapid growth has

inspired furious jealousies within the state."28
Shawkey complained to Dean J. N. Deahl of
West Virginia University because the university
officials contemptuously and repeatedly referred to the state colleges as "inferior . . .
lunch counters," and when these officials came
to Huntington to recruit students, Shawkey said
they invariably "flaunted the university's activities" before the people in an "arrogant and
boastful manner." 29
President Turner was especially eager for
Marshall College to be merged with West Virginia University, and Dr. Shawkey apparently
was inclined to acquiesce. Dr. Turner even
threatened to discontinue the university-sponsored graduate program on the Marshall campus until a merger was consummated. Turner
apprised Shawkey that the people in Morgantown "have been very critical of Marshall College. But if the two (schools) are merged," Turner promised that "the M.A. degree could be offered at Marshall as well as at West Virginia
University." President Turner, furthermore,
said that he thought "we should delay graduate
work at Marshall College until after the consolidation we have in mind is effected."30 This
would seem to imply that Shawkey had expressed to Turner his approval of a merger of the
two institutions, and as a matter of fact Shawkey had confidentially discussed the tentative
merger with the editor of the Huntington Herald-Dispatch.31
President Turner favored incorporating Marshall, New River State and Potomac State Colleges within a Greater West Virginia University
system. He told Shawkey that he (Shawkey)
should "come out against the 'Southern West
Virginia University concept'," which Turner believed "had hurt Marshall College in the northern section of the state." Dr. Turner also assured President Shawkey that t~e Presidents of
New River State and Potomac State - as well as
the State Superintendent - were all favorable
toward the proposed merger.
The Marshall alumni, however, had a different plan. At commencement time, 1930, the
alumni association passed a resolution, over Dr.
Shawkey's protest, favoring a "University of
Southern West Virginia." This agitation relating to a "Southern University" was slow to
abate. President Turner deplored the talk about
moving the University Medical School from
Morgantown to this proposed new university in
the southern part of the state.
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Shawkey, however, continued to maintain
that he still favored consolidation, and he stated
that he had said as much in a speech in Clarksburg. 32 The following year (1931), Dr. Shawkey
urged C. W. Colwell of West Virginia University "to assure the folk in Morgantown that we
are making no fight against the University." He
said he had reason to believe the relationship
between Marshall College and West Virginia
University is "improving right along." 33 Indeed,
as late as 1932 Dean Earl Huddleston of West
Virginia University was saying that he hoped
that Shawkey was "still agreeable to the merger," to which Shawkey replied that his "attitude
had not changed since the proposal was first
introduced," but Shawkey cautioned that: "We
cannot be aggressive about it because our action
would be misunderstood." Presumably this
meant in Huntington. 34 Shawkey's appeasement
of the West Virginia University administration
- even to the point of acquiescing in a proposed
merger - is indicative of how far he was apparently willing to go in order to heal the wounds
inflicted by the John Withers' incident.
What was the final disposition of the proposed consolidation of the two institutions? The
impact of the Great Depression so slowed up all
of the educational processes in West Virginia
that this tended to silence any further discussion
of an impending merger of the two schools.
With the accession (in 1935) of a new President
of Marshall College (James E. Allen), a concerted effort succeeded (1937) in permitting Marshall to offer the M.A. degree in a limited number of departments. While there was apparently
no more serious consideration of a merger of the
two institutions, there were, however, intermittent outcries, especially among Marshall alumni, for converting Marshall College into a University; but in view of the paucity of state funds
made available to the college, Shawkey's successor, Dr. James E. Allen, was opposed to any
such designation.
4. A Question Involving Academic Freedom
After the First World War the American people climbed down from the high plateau of idealism upon which they had been ensconced during
the administration of President Wilson. The
decade of the 1920's in American social history
was characterized by much cynicism and disillusionment. It was a period when many intellectuals - and pseudo-intellectuals - seemed to take

60

a peculiar delight, not only in deprecating the
American experience in the First World War,
but also in disparaging "Mr. Wilson's League of
Nations." Several iconoclastic authors, such as
Charles Beard, Henry L. Mencken and Harry
Elmer Barnes, were representative of that species of scholars and editors who were inelegantly referred to as "debunkers." They irreverently
and somewhat mischievously ridiculed American heroes and institutions that had for so long
been considered sacrosanct. Such professors as
Beard and Barnes were generally considered
suspect by conservative regents and college administrators.
Howard K. Beale, in his perceptive treatise
entitled Are American Teachers Free?, stated
categorically that most educators of the postwar era were, "indeed, not free to teach controversial subjects objectively. This was undoubtedly true at Marshall College during the Shawkey
years.
It is altogether essential that the reader understand the social milieu of the decade (19201930) in order to fathom the mental processes of
college officials such as Morris P. Shawkey. He
was a typical progeny of the conservative Methodist and Republican environment which had
spawned him. Since Dr. Shawkey subscribed tenaciously to the traditional American credo, he
was, therefore, wary of anyone who voiced heretical sectarian or social viewpoints.
It should also be borne in mind that during the
decade of the 1920's college presidents everywhere in America exercised an inordinate
amount of administrative power; while to the
contrary, faculty members were often passive
and even subdued. In the local community - as
well as in the state at large - President Shawkey
enjoyed a disproportionate degree of prestige
and authority, as compared with the individual
professors, many of whom were men and women
of high intellectual and professional attainments.
H. L. Mencken once said that the country
would be better off if at least sixty college presidents committed suicide. To say that Mencken
was anathema to President Shawkey would certainly be an understatement. In an assembly address in 1926, Shawkey referred to Mencken's
American Mercury as "sewer stuff," and he
forthwith removed the Mercury, as well as The
New Republic, from the college library. Shawkey felt that it was his professional obligation to
protect the students of Marshall College from

"the dangerous influence" wrought by what he
called "intellectual profligates. " 35 President
Shaw key contended that a great amount of harm
is being done through "the insidious attacks
being made by many teachers upon our government ... and institutions; they breed distrust,"
he said, "and that is the mother of anarchy." He
said he had no patience whatever with "the Bolshevism that is passed out by some of our modern professors in a good many colleges."36
It is within this general frame of historical
reference that one can begin to comprehend the
unfortunate incident that occurred at Marshall
College in 1927, at the very time when the institution was struggling to attain recognition. The
principals involved in the case were two professors, Arthur Stevenson White and Watson Selvage, both of whom were summarily removed by
President Shawkey for reasons that impartial
investigators today would scarcely consider to
be justifiable. Who were these villains of the act,
White and Selvage?
Dr. Arthur S. White, the founder and chairman of the Political Science Department at
Marshall, had organized during the Hamilton
era the Marshall College pre-law society. White
held both a law degree (LLB.) and a doctorate
in jurisprudence (J.D.) from the University of
Michigan. Professors Paul Walp and Conley
Dillon, two of White's successors as chairmen
of the Political Science Department in a joint
statement lauded Dr. White "as a man of lofty
idealism and one of Marshall College's greatest
teachers." Dr. Thomas C. Donnelly, also a former chairman of the Political Science Department, says in his autobiography that when he
was a student at Marshall (1923-1926) Dr.
White was his favorite professor.37
Watson Selvage, who succeeded Dr. Elizabeth
Stalnaker as chairman of the Psychology Department, had earned the bachelor of philosophy
degree at Grove City College (Pennsylvania) and
an M.A. degree from the University of Pennsylvania. Selvage had also pursued graduate studies
in the Universities of Manchester and Windsor
in England. Even Shawkey had reluctantly conceded that Selvag~ was both a scholar and a
good lecturer; that he dressed well; and that he
was popular with the students. 38(This would
seem to be high praise for a teacher who would
be peremptorily discharged.)
While Shawkey leveled common charges
against both of these allegedly recreant professors, he also indicted each of them on separate

counts. Among the general objections that
Shawkey harbored against both men were the
following allegations: President Shawkey said
that he believed in a "loyal and constructive type
of citizen," which he felt Selvage and White
were not, because as Shawkey said: "They find
nothing good in any existing institution." Dr.
Shawkey contended that their penchant for "debunking breeds distrust in men and institutions
and in government." Furthermore, he believed
that it was the duty of state institutions to develop honest, intelligent and loyal citizens, and he
intended "to stand for that kind of standard
regardless of the 'uproar' it may cause." Shawkey's distrust of White and Selvage was accentuated when the Huntington Ministerial Association registered disapproval of the alleged unorthodox theological views expressed by the two
professors. 39 (The Scopes evolution trial in Tennessee was still in the public mind.)
The specific charges that Dr. Shawkey hurled
at White and Selvage included a broad range of
indictments: according to Shawkey, Professor
Selvage was not only negligent in discharging
his financial obligations, but he was also careless in recording his grades, since he sometimes
accorded credit to students who had never even
been in his class. Shawkey also objected to Selvage's passing students who had come to class
"only four or five times," and who did not even
buy a textbook. Shawkey, furthermore, was
criticar of Selvage for not having earned a Ph.D.
degree! Finally, he alleged that Selvage was
"opinionated and offensive" toward people who
disagreed with him. 40
It is probable that President Shawkey would
not have fired Dr. White if White had not publicly assailed the administration for arbitrarily
dismissing Selvage. Shawkey said that White
had "always been something of a problem" since
he came to Marshall. Shawkey interpreted
White's criticism of the Administration as "unethical, unprofessional and contemptuous of institutional authority." He was also nettled because of White's habit of reading a newspaper
during faculty meetings. Moreover, Shawkey
averred that White was hypercritical of the Federal Constitution and "other government organisms," and that he was "obsessed with the idea
that the present generation ought not to worship
institutions or traditions of the past." Shawkey
disagreed with Dr. White's contention that "the
authors of the Constitution were human and not
inspired," and he quarrelled with White's notion

61

that "the present generation is much more intelligent than its forebears, and that it should free
itself from the shackles of the past." Finally,
Shawkey felt that White's "brilliance in
speech" and his "buffoonery in class" were a
poor substitute for effective classroom teaching.40
Without benefit of a hearing, Shawkey summarily fired the two professors, and he forthwith requested that the Board of Education sustain his action. Though Selvage and White appealed to Governor Howard Gore and Superintendent George Ford for redress, the Board (on
August 25, 1927) unanimously upheld President
Shawkey's position. Dr. Virgil Heltzel, a former
Marshall College English Professor who was
then teaching at Northwestern University, declared the "trial" in Charleston to be a "fiasco,"
since the Board never explained to the defendants precisely what accusations the presentment contained. 42
The central office of the American Association of University Professors protested the irregular manner in which the case was conducted. The AAUP particularly resented Shawkey's
firing the men before a hearing was granted by
the State Board of Education. (It is very likely if
Marshall had had a chapter of the AA UP at that
time the national office would have officially
censured the college.) The Marshall chapter of
Pi Gamma Mu (a national social science fraternity) requested that the national office of that
society investigate the incident, but the national
office failed to intervene. 43
Probably the most cogent defense of Professors Selvage and White had come from eighteen
of their former students who were at the time of
the dismissal students at West Virginia University. They petitioned the Board of Education to
give the defendants an impartial hearing. Moreover, the students vigorously denied that Selvage
and White were "too liberal;" in fact, they stated that Selvage and White's views were "in harmony" with those of their professors in West
Virginia University, and that the textbooks used
at the university corresponded to those that had
been adopted at Marshall by White and Selvage.
The eighteen students challenged the Huntington Ministerial Association "to produce a single
person who says White and Selvage demoralized
them." Finally, the indignant students expressed
their firm opposition to any form of ecclesiastical domination of state colleges.44
Since the protests registered by the AAUP, as
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well as by the Marshall and West Virginia University friends of the beleaguered professors,
were all in vain, they would soon depart from the
Huntington scene. President Shawkey wrote
that: "White has been under rather careful surveillance during the past three or four days, and
will be until the time of his departure" for the
University of New Mexico. When the fall semester began in 1927, Shawkey said: "A better
spirit prevails, and the college has more students
than ever. " 45
From the outset, Dr. Shawkey had been unyielding and even dogmatic in support of his
own position, but after a lapse of seven years he,
in retrospect, was apparently willing to admit
that maybe Dr. White had been at least partially
correct in his historical and philosophical interpretations. "Much of his teaching was literally
true," Shawkey conceded, "but it was entirely
false in spirit and in attitude. It was largely a
matter of emphasis."46

5. Student Life and Manners
During the first year of President Shawkey's
Administration (1923-1924), a coed from Princeton, Leva Ridenour, served as the first President of the Student Government. In addition to
Miss Ridenour, the student council consisted of
two representatives from each of the four
classes. It was not until the school year, 19261927, that a truly representative student government was organized at Marshall - one that represented, not only the classes, but also the preprofessional divisions, the judicial committee,
the student house government, as well as the
Parthenon and the Mirabilia. The first president of the student body under this reorganization was Robert E. Lee Goff, a soft-spoken Virginian from Lynchburg, while the Vice President was a Huntington lad, Dixon Callihan (who
was ultimately awarded an honorary degree by
Marshall University.)
Since Dr. Shawkey's administration corresponded to the era when isolationism stalked the
land, the students and faculty of Marshall College were primarily concerned with domestic
issues, rather than with foreign affairs. The two
most discussed social issues of the day had to do
with biological evolution and prohibition of alcoholic beverages; and to be sure, there was
much befuddled thinking about both. It was the
time when the trial of John T. Scopes in Tennes-

see had arrested the attention of the entire country. William I. Utterback of the Biology Department, in his oft-repeated lecture, "The Second
Triangle," had made a determined effort to enlighten the laity and to reconcile the theory of
evolution with the Scriptures. It is conceivable,
however, that Utterback even further confused
many of his auditors. A faculty poll, taken in
1926, indicated that most of the professors at
Marshall opposed the anti-evolution laws,
which had precipitated all the furor in the first
place. Suffice to say, most of the students at
Marshall and, indeed, some of the faculty members had only a vague understanding of the
transmutation of the species.
While the question of prohibition of spirits
was less complex than evolution, there was,
however, much fuzzy thinking on the campus
regarding it, too. It is generally acknowledged
that the inability of the Federal government to
enforce the Eighteenth Amendment contributed
to the general lawlessness that permeated the
country during the post-war decade (1920-1930).
Yet President Shawkey, a staunch defender of
the "Noble Experiment," blamed the press and
the motion picture industry - rather than Prohibition - for the crime wave that plagued the land.
Though Shawkey asserted that Marshall College made no effort to influence the students'
attitude toward Prohibition through "campaigns or chapel programs," there is evidence
that a large majority of the students were "theoretically dry." However, a considerable number
of both students and faculty favored legalizing
light wines and beer; yet after Hoover was elected President in 1928, a large segment of the
student body petitioned him to enforce the Prohibition laws. Dr. Shawkey continued to oppose
any modification of the Volstead Act, and he
wrote Father Charles Coughlin, upbraiding the
prelate for his advocacy of repeal. When the
Eighteenth Amendment was finally repealed in
1933, Dr. Shawkey predicted that the amendment would eventually be "reinstated" in modified form. 47
The students were kept fairly well informed
about national politics through the medium of
the Young Republican and Young Democratic
Clubs, both of which were active on the campus.
A straw poll in 1928 revealed a student preference for Herbert Hoover over Alfred E. Smith,
the Democratic candidate. Perhaps this was because Smith was a Roman Catholic. After Hoover overwhelmingly defeated the "Happy War-

rior," the Mirabilia (1929) facetiously reported
that: "The Tammany influence at Marshall College is broken."
During the post-war age - when isolationism
was rampant in the country - American youth
were for the most part uninterested in global
problems. As Marshall students sipped CocaCola and played bridge in the Shawkey Student
Union, they appeared to be totally oblivious to
the failure of the League of Nations to preserve
peace in the Far East and in Africa. Most students knew how to dance the "Charleston," and
they could whistle the latest tunes played over
the radio by Guy Lombardo and Duke Ellington,
but many of them were completely indifferent
toward the general deterioration of international morality and the resulting incursions in Manchuria and Ethiopia.
There were several professors on the campus,
such as Conley Dillon and Lawrence Corbly,
who would attempt to broaden the students'
knowledge and understanding of geo-politics.
Ex-President Corbly, now a Professor of German, implored the students to manifest more
interest in political developments abroad. Corbly acquired for Marshall College the first International Relations Club in the state. This
cosmopolitan organization was subsidized by
the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, and so active was the local chapter that
Marshall played host to the Ohio Valley Conference• of International Relations Club in 1933
(and again in 1936.)
While many students began to display a cursory interest in both national and international
affairs, for the most part they continued to be
far more absorbed in their own little college
world about them. One alumna, Mary N.
Wright, recalls that there was much going on at
the college that was entirely unrelated to the
educational process. 48 There was much talk on
the campus about flappers, Fords, companionate
marriage, a new Chinese game called mahjongg,
yo yo contests, marathon dances and bathtub
gin. As always, the students complained about
the poor quality of dormitory food, which a
Huntington physician testified contained too
much "acidity." The students attended "thuses"
(pep rallies), and on at least one occasion a
"thuse" got out of hand, and a boy slapped a
female usher at the Palace Theater. The students enjoyed nocturnal boat rides on the Ohio
River, and each summer the YMCA sponsored a
steamboat excursion to Charleston, a trip that
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required two nights on the river. On one occasion (1928) - that we know of - a number of men
students invaded the coeds' cabins by night and
were subsequently arraigned before the College
Council. Fortunately for the defendants, they
were acquitted of any act of moral turpitude, and
Dr. Shawkey sent out at least fifty form letters
exonerating the men: "It was because of your
frankness and apparent freedom from bad motive," he said, "the college council unanimously
accepts your statement of innocence."49
There were occasions, however, when the students incurred the displeasure of the professors.
The yearbook discloses that in 1926 the faculty
"censured" the editors of the Parthenon, and in
1928 the faculty opened fire on the staff of the
Mirabilia. Furthermore, the faculty (in 1926)
accused the students in general of Iese majesty
(insubordination), a broad indictment, to be
sure, which calls to mind Edmund Burke's famous remark in defense of the thirteen colonies:
"Sir, you can't indict an entire people."
Older alumni will remember the flood of 1913,
when sailboats were afloat in front of Old Main,
and "classes had to be held in all sorts of unexpected places."50 This was the period when the
Mirabilia sponsored beauty contests, and popular celebrities of the day were asked to serve as
judges. When the famous artist, Arthur Brown,
cancelled his engagement (in 1928) because of
illness, the Mirabilia staff asked Dr. Will Neal,
the Mayor of Huntington, to appoint five unbiased townspeople to serve as judges of the contest. The crown was bestowed upon Betty Jones,
a comely coed from Ashland, Kentucky.
On the campus there were such diverse organizations as the Erosophean Literary Society, a
junior Masonic Order called Square and Compass and the Moo Moo Chapter of Fi Bater
Capper, a mock fraternity that was constantly
trying to justify its right to exist on the campus.
The Moo Moo boys especially enjoyed enforcing the freshman rules, which the College Council would occasionally permit them to do. Some
of the men students dressed in bearskin coats,
monogrammed sweaters, derbies and spats; and
sans mufflers, they would drive noisily about the
campus in gaudily decorated Model T Fords.
College Humor was apparently the most popular
magazine with most students.
Marshall College attracted fleeting national
attention in 1932 when a natural gas well was
discovered on the campus. Since these were the
darkest days of the "Great Depression," this
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looked like manna from Mother Earth with
which to bolster the coffers of the financially
strapped institution. Shawkey received letters of
inquiry concerning the "gas bonanza" from as
far away as California, where a picture of the
drilling operation was featured in the Pasadena
Star News. The well actually produced 500,000
cubic feet of gas per day, and the gas was piped
to various buildings on the campus. Dr. Shawkey said "the drilling of gas proved to be a
constant source of interest to the students." For
fifteen years the well supplied approximately
15% of the fuel needs of the college.
It must have been one of the first demonstrations of a women's liberation act, of a sort, when
- "in order to beat the heat" - nine very attractive Marshall coeds attended a summer school
class (July, 1930) dressed in low-neck sport
shirts and dark blue shorts that reached several
inches above the knees. The girls posed for photographers, and consequently their pictures appeared in newspapers throughout the country.
Pathe News acquired the pictures and flashed
them on the screen in motion picture theaters
everywhere. The reaction was instantaneous!
Shawkey's office received an avalanche of mail much of it uncomplimentary. Prudes of both
sexes, from as far away as Alabama, Indiana
and Oregon, protested what they regarded as a
flagrant act of immodesty. One H. F. Harcourt
of Astoria, Oregon, who happened to see the
picture in his local newspaper, was especially
indignant: "Shame, shame," he cried. "Have
Parisian bagnias (houses of ill fame) taken root
in the once staid and respectable Virginia (sic) ..
. it should bring the blush of shame to anyone
possessed of even the smallest spark of decency. "s1
Dr. Shawkey came quickly to the defense of
the girls. He asked the prig from Oregon if
Western girls ever wore "abbreviated clothing
while swimming or playing tennis." He explained that the incident was not standard practice at Marshall College, but was merely a
"prank." He informed the fastidious Oregonian
that: "The girls are from good homes and are of
fine character and good habits." Shawkey said
that "to know them is to respect them very highly." In response to a complaint from still another sanctimonious prude, Shawkey said: "I
think moral conditions ... at Marshall College
are as good as are found in the best of colleges ..
. I think all of our faculty are church members,"
and he went on to say that he

"College boys '1ere and t.here who h.ave been wearing campus shorts since the advent of bot weather have met their match in
coeds attending summer sessions at Marshall College. Huntington, W. Va., who surprised everybody the other day by calmly
strolling to class in a varied array of shorts and s11orts waists. Here are a few of the girls as they appeared in their abbreviated
garb- a11d it was o hot lhat college officials didn't have the heort to object." (From a 1930 newsreel.)

believed "Marshall College students are as high
minded and honest as would be found anywhere. "52
While Dr. Shawkey had in no sense been
prudish about the scanty attire worn by the coeds in class, he was, however, very much appalled at the general erosion of morality among
the youth of the land. He even urged G. M.
Hudson, a Republican Congressman from
Michigan, to exert his influence to secure a
Congressional review of the motion picture industry. It was Shawkey's opinion "that a large
part of the present lawlessness can be traced to
the false teachings of the movies, the advertising
of certain corporations and the material put out
by tabloids." Shawkey was convinced that it was
because of the sinister influence of the news
media that the youth of the land "know exactly
how to conceive and commit a crime." Furthermore, his ideas as to the basic cause of crime as questionable as they might have been - he
incorporated in a resolution which was adopted
by the National Education Association at its
annual meeting in Boston in 1930.53

It was preeminently the "age of jazz," when
Terpsichore reigned supreme at Marshall. Marathon dances were held at Vanity Fair, and cotillions were regular fare in the college gymnasium. Professor Juan Fors remembers them well:
"Marshall was rough then," he said. "There was
a dance every Saturday night in the women's
gymnasium, and every Saturday night there was
a fight. It was like you had to come with a knife
in your mouth - so many rough boys from the
coal mines and the toughest guy danced with the
prettiest girl. " 54
On a more sedate level - and somewhat more
edifying for the students - were the weekly assemblies in Old Main auditorium. Though attendance was not compulsory, "about two-thirds
of the students" were usually present. Some of
the programs were quite interesting, since the
visiting speakers represented a varied assortment that included the Warden of the Penitentiary at Moundsville and Congresswoman Ruth
Bryan Owen (Florida), the daughter of William
Jennings Bryan. The students were so infatuated
with Richard Halliburton's rendition of "John
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Henry" that "they almost mobbed him."
Occasionally the faculty members would attempt to entertain the students. Juan Fors, the
explosive Spanish type of dramatic tenor, who
had been a part-time chorister with the Chicago
Civic Opera Company, would often sing arias
from Italian operas, with Dean William Greenleaf at the console, (Pagliacci was a favorite
with Senor Fors.) The students were given an
opportunity to see another side of the austere
Dean James B. Shouse, who would bemuse his
auditors with his own species of drollery. Since
radio was still a relatively new and popular medium, the assembly program would sometimes
be broadcast over a Huntington radio station. A
"Presidents Day" was inaugurated at the college
in 1933, at which time President Shawkey delivered the initial address.
Dr. Shawkey was an exceptionally gregarious
man who enjoyed the companionship of a host of
friends in a wide range of educational, civic,
religious, political and fraternal organizations.
A fraternity man himself (Phi Delta Theta), Dr.
Shawkey encouraged students to join campus
organizations, because he believed such associations would be of inestimable value to them
later on in life. He liked to cite as an example
the close affinity that existed between President
Coolidge and Dwight W. Morrow, a friendship
that was originally formed at Amherst College,
where both men had belonged to the same social
fraternity - Phi Gamma Delta. (It will be recalled that when Coolidge became President he
appointed his old classmate and fraternity
brother as Ambassador to Mexico.)
The social life on the campus during the middle years of the decade (1920-1930) - though not
as highly organized as now - was, nevertheless,
quite active. Tom Donnelly, who was the editor
of the Parthenon (1925-'1926), says that there
were several local fraternities on the campus
that "had social pretensions, after a fashion,
and were beginning to develop the snobbery
which is the stock and trade of such organizations."55
In sharp contrast to present-day life styles,
Donnelly records in his memoirs that no Marshall students were married (1923-1926); nor did
many of them have easy access to an automobile.
Therefore, to obviate the need to hire a taxi,
most of the men squired coeds who lived in the
dormitory. Fortunately, nearly all of the college
dances were held on the campus in the gymnasium.
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In this modern age of permissiveness it seems
somewhat old-fashioned that during the Shawkey years the president of the college still subscribed to the policy of in loco parentis. Shawkey was an ardent proponent of such a paternalistic policy. His fatherly concern for the welfare
of the students extended to every phase of their
personal lives. He habitually offered them moral
and spiritual counsel, and he was always solicitous of their health, their academic progress
and, of course, their success following graduation. But even the most serious-minded students undoubtedly sighed when Shawkey revealed his thoughts on the dangers of over-indulgence. Along with the semester grades, Dr.
Shawkey enclosed notes to all parents of the
students. On January 30, 1930, a typical Shawkey admonition reads as follows: "Marshall
College authorities protest against parental indulgence of students . . ... do not encourage
your son or daughter to come home every weekend or even frequently. Do not give these young
people money or encouragement to go to picture
shows frequently. Vacation is the time for rest
and recreation. While school is in session it
ought to be a time for intense application of
mind and interest."
Shawkey's personal papers disclose that he
frequently lent money to students from his own
purse, and sometimes - as one would suspect - he
was never reimbursed. Students occasionally
presumed upon his kindly nature and made outrageous requests of him. One matured woman
who should have known better asked President
Shawkey to change a grade that had been accorded her by an English teacher; and even more
reprehensible, a male teacher in Putnam County
who had attended Marshall, offered Dr. Shawkey $140 if he would falsify the registrar's record so that he (the Putnam teacher) might
qualify for a second-class normal certificate.
Suffice to say, Dr. Shawkey sternly rebuked
both of the students for their insolence.
As late as 1929 the college had not employed a
Dean of Men. Shawkey said: "I do not think we
will undertake such a formidable thing as a
Deanship of Men." Instead of employing a fulltime dean, Frederick Bosch served in the dual
capacity as Professor of Bible and Dean of Men.
Bosch was succeeded the following year by John
Stender of the English Department.
In keeping with his practice of inculcating
"correct social attitudes" in the minds of the
students, President Shawkey inaugurated in

1924 the "Marshall College Oath Book." Probably the only such ceremony in the country, the
pledge bore a faint resemblance to the Hippocratic Oath. Though not obligatory, most graduating seniors did sign the Oa.th Book, in which
they solemnly pledged "a life time of loyalty to
liberty, equality and justice." The initial oath taking took place during the commencement exercises of 1924, when Marshall celebrated the
fourth anniversary of its attainment of rank as a
four-year teachers college. The first student to
sign the Oath Book was Cecil W. Phillips of
Danville, West Virginia, while the judge who
administered the oath was Justice James A.
Meredith of the West Virginia Supreme Court
of Appeals.
No landmark on the campus has been encrusted with a nobler tradition than has the historic
old Beech Tree. Eleven feet in circumference
and seventy feet high, the tree, which is said to
be three hundred years old, was on the original
farm on which the academy was founded in
1837. (The word "beech" in Anglo-Saxon means
'book," and in Marshall tradition it symbolizes
the "book of life," which represents the growth
of Marshall from academy to college.) The bark
of the Beech Tree contains some three hundred
initials and marks, some of which were sketched
by students and Civil War soldiers, and later by
Collis P. Huntington's surveying party that laid
out the city in 1870. In connection with the
baccalaureate ceremony in 1924, the senior
class of that year buried underneath the Beech
Tree a sealed box containing the class will and
prophecy, as well as a miscellaneous collection
of coins. (The box was apparently not hermetically sealed, for when it was later opened some
of the contents had disintegrated.)
Since Dr. Shawkey had always been something of an amateur naturalist, he displayed a
horticulturist's concern for the natural beauty of
the Marshall campus. He revered not only the
beech tree, but also the pine, hemlock and elm
trees that enhanced the natural beauty of the
campus. It was his hope that every tree indigeneous to the state of West Virginia might be
represented on the campus; and he was distressed when he discovered (1927) that several of
the campus elm trees had died as a re.suit of
injuries inflicted by elm borers. Shawkey's theory - which is valid - was that since sapsuckers
and woodpeckers lived off of such insect as the
elm borer, every effort should be made to prevent
the sapsuckers and woodpeckers from being dri-

ven away. Thus, he requested that Boyd Jarrell,
the Managing Editor of the Huntington HeraldDispatch, wage a n~wspaper campaign so as to
protect these birds and thereby salvage the
trees. 56
Dr. Shawkey's greatest desire was for Marshall College to grow and be popular in the state.
Certainly, his personal appearances advertised
the college aplenty, not only within the tate, but
before educational and civic organizations from
Boston to Seattle and deep into the heart of
Texas. While he possessed a flair for showmanship and an uncanny ability to get publicity for
the institution, it is doubtful that such exposure
actually enhanced the standing of the school;
and as one would surmise, his frequent absences
from the campus sometimes provoked adverse
criticism.
An opportune occasion for the college to capture state-wide and even national publicity, of a
sort, was at commencement time, which Shawkey said was always "the big event of the year."
Since it was his policy "to go after the big
gums" for commencement speakers, he procured
several of the more prominent men of the day,
including Dr. Shailer Mathews, the Dean of the
Divinity School in the University of Chicago,
and Dr. Glenn Frank, the highly publicized (but
overrated) President of the University of Wisconsin. Shawkey also invited his former classmate, Leonard Busby, the President of the Chicago Surface Lines. For the first time ever, the
Board of Education, in 1928, granted the college
permission to confer honorary degrees. Shawkey offered a doctor of laws degree (LL.D.) to
Dwight W. Morrow, the Ambassador to Mexico
and, indeed, a man of considerable wealth.
Shawkey made overtures to Morrow's famous
son-in-law, Charles A. Lindbergh, but the "Lone
Eagle" spurned the offer. Never mind that,
Shawkey consoled himself by saying that he had
a "little partiality for good West Virginia
blood." He then decided to make the commencement exercises of 1928 a kind of West Virginia
homecoming. 57
In addition to Ambassador Morrow, the college conferred an honorary degree upon Fielding Yost, another native son, who was the football coach at the Univer ity of Michigan. Shawkey particularly admired Yost because he considered him to be "a promoter of the strong
character type among college boys." Bishop E.
H. Hughes of the Methodist Episcopal Diocese
of Chicago came home to deliver the baccalure-
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ate sermon. Also in connection with the ceremony, a scholarship was presented to Charles Marshall Scott of Huntington, a great, great, grandson of Chief Justice John Marshall.
Ambassador Morrow arrived in his native city
- which was bedecked with bunting and flags and before a capacity audience in the new KeithAlbee Theater (June, 1928), he gave the commencement address, which he entitled "Confessions of a Prodigal." Senator Nathan Goff
(West Virginia) said: "To be called back to the
place of his birth and honored by the college
touched him (Morrow) deeply." From a personal
point of view, Shawkey was ecstatic, since his
two sons, John and Leonard, were members of
the graduating class. With some obvious exaggeration, Dr. Shawkey declared the commencement program of 1928 to be: "Without doubt the
greatest and happiest day in the history of Marshall College. " 58
In fact, Dr. Shawkey enjoyed the occasion so
much that he decided to try it again in 1930, but
at that time he said he encountered "great difficulty in getting the board to grant honorary
degrees." The commencement speaker in that
year was the Methodist Episcopal Bishop, Francis T. McConnell, who had been Shawkey's
classmate at Ohio Wesleyan University. The
students in the Speech Department presented a
pageant, The Ohio Rirer Valley, in the new
Fairfield Stadium before 7,500 spectators; but of
course the climactic event of the commencement
of 1930 was the conferring of honorary degrees
upon Honorable Herbert Fitzpatrick, Leonard
Busby and Charles Curtis, the Vice President of
the United States during the Hoover Administration. (Curtis was a half Fox Indian and a
former Republican Senator from Kansas.)
At the behest of Dwight Morrow, the college
(in 1933) honored Senator Bennett Clark of
Missouri, who was the commencement speaker
and the recipient of an honorary degree. Senator
Clark, the son of Speaker "Champ" Clark, recalled that his father had always been proud of
the fact that he had at one time served as President of Marshall College.
It was no doubt an educational experience for
the students to have had an opportunity to hear
such commencement speakers as the Vice President, the Ambassador to Mexico, the Senator
from Missouri and President Glenn Frank of
the University of Wisconsin. It was, however, a
serious omission on the part of the Shawkey
administration that it failed to sponsor a lecture
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or artists series. Although Presidents Corbly,
Woodley and Hamilton maintained cultural
programs which lured many celebrities to the
college, the Shawkey administration "only rarely" invited a lecturer or musical artist to the
campus. "Music at Marshall College is a matter
of secondary interest," Shawkey said, and his
standard reply to inquiries of lecture and concert impresarios was: "Since Huntington is a
city with many theaters and churches, that obviates the need for the college to sponsor an artists series. " 59
6. Athletics
Ironically, the year (1920) in which Marshall
College attained full stature as a four-year institution, the football team suffered its most humiliating defeats; certainly, this was an ominous
athletic debut for a new college. The chief problem was that the Big Green was actually "too
green." Coach Herb Cramer's players were, in
fact, so ignorant of the rudiments of football
that they were unable to score a single point
against any of their opponents. This actually
was the first season (1920) that a West Virginia
college team ever failed to score, and it was the
only time that such a gridiron catastrophe ever
befell Marshall College. (It might be said parenthetically that Ohio University clobbered Marshall 55-0 and the Army trounced the Herd 380.)

Following Dr. Shawkey's succession to the
Presidency of the college in 1923, the athletic
prospects gradually improved. As said elsewhere, Shawkey had a flair for showmanship,
and since he desperately wanted the college to
be popular in ·the state, a winning football team
might be the means by which this could be
achieved. As a student, Shawkey had played center on the Ohio Wesleyan football team, and
while he knew quite well that a successful sports
program would in no way enhance the academic
standing of the college, he felt, however, that a
victorious football teani would enrich the "spirit" of the institution. 60
During most of the Shawkey years (19231935) the varsity teams were not adequately
funded, and consequently Marshall did not win
any league championships. In fact, it was seldom that the football teams won 65% of their
games. The only advantage that accrued from
this lack of prowess on the gridiron was that

"Legs" Hawley found it easy to schedule games.
In fact, he usually had more teams wanting to
play the Big Green than Hawley could possibly
engage.
Though Coach Harrison Briggs' team in 1923
lost seven games, including a defeat by West
Virginia University, 81-0, and by the University
of Kentucky 41-0, the Shawkey administration,
in time, established for Marshall a more respectable football program. With Roy "Legs"
Hawley as Athletic Director, and under the
guidance of such capable coaches as Charles
"Trusty" Tallman (1925-1929), John Maulbetsch (1929-1931) and Thomas Dandelet (19321935), the college produced a number of excellent athletes.
Frank "Red" Crist of Colcord emerged in
1926 as probably the foremost all-round athlete
in the history of the college. A tall and husky
young man of happy disposition, "Red" was not
only the quarterback for the Thundering Herd,
but he was also the leading "point getter" on the
basketball squad and the hard-slugging first
baseman on the baseball team. After playing
football for the Big Green on Saturdays, he
would adopt the pseudonym of "Ketchum" and
play on Sundays with the Cincinnati professional football team. When Morris Harvey officials
accused Crist of "professionalism," and a newspaper reporter threatened to expose him, "Red"
finally severed his connections with the Cincinnati team.
This was the time when George Queen won
monogram letters in five sports, and Thomas
Stark of Huntington was widely heralded as the
"peerless Tommy." Stark was extolled by sports
writers throughout the country when, in 1927,
he galloped ninety-two yards in the snow to
score a touchdown against highly favored John
Carroll University of Cleveland. Dr. Shawkey
gleefully exclaimed that: "Huntington is agog
over our football team." He considered Tommy
Stark to be "a prospective Red Grange," and he
proudly added: "Not only does Tom Stark have
the fighting Scotch blood, but he also makes
excellent grades. " 61 Furthermore, Stark was voted "the outstanding male student" at Marshall
in 1931.

Frank (Red) Crist 1923

Otto "Swede" Gullickson, Physical Education
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Coach Tallman recruited an unknown player
who said his name was Dan Prince, who proved
to be an exceptionally good punter. After playing for the Big Green for an entire season,
"Legs" Hawley discovered to his chagrin that
Dan Prince's real name was Arthur Shires, who
was known to the sports world as Arthur, "The
Great," Shires. He happened to be a major
league baseball player who said he was "just
having a little fun between baseball seasons."61
Fairfield Stadium was dedicated on October

George Queen, 1923
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Tom Stark, 1930

7, 1928, at which time Coach Tallman's team
"shut out" Fairmont State College by a score of
27-0. The new arena became the home field of
both Marshall College and Huntington High
School. With a seating capacity of 12,000 spectators, the stadium was equipped with an "amplifier announcing system" and one of the most
modern press boxes in the country.
The coach in 1929 was John Maulbetsch, a
former University of Michigan All-American
halfback who had played with Walter Camp's
Michigan Wolverines in 1914. Maulbetsch called the "Flying Dutchman" - came to Marshall from Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College. Though many of Maulbetsch's
players were freshmen he, nevertheless, had a
strong team - one that defeated the University of
Louisville, a victory that partially atoned for his
loss to Pennsylvania State University, 26-7. It is
worthy of mention, however, that the Penn State
coach, Hugo Bezdeck, said that the Marshall
passing attack was the best that the Nittany
Lions had encountered since they played Notre
Dame four years earlier.
When Thomas E. Dandelet became the Marshall coach in 1931, "Legs" Hawley recruited
John Zontini, the "Galloping Ghost," who was
an all-star high school selection from Seth,
West Virginia. Called by his fans the "Sheik of
Seth," Zontini was an agile open field runner,
who was the first Marshall athlete to win national celebrity.
Coach Dandelet had another vintage season in
1932, when Ramey Hunter of Huntington acquitted himself equally well in both football and
basketball. Hunter and Zontini had helped Dandelet's grid teams (in 1930) ·to win six of nine
games; and it was Ramey Hunter who contributed decisively to the Southern victory in the
North-South game of 1933, which was played in
Baltimore. Furthermore, this versatile athlete
was the first Marshall player to be elected
(1934) to the All-Buckeye Conference Basketball Team. Tom Dandelet served as coach of the
Big Green teams until the end of the Shawkey
regime, at which time (1935) he was succeeded
by Cam Henderson.

Prior to 1920, the coeds at Marshall - as on
other campuses - 2ngaged in athletic activities
only to a very limited extent. With their long
hair and billowing skirts, they were severely

restricted in their participation in recreational
activities. Since it was difficult for them to engage freely in running, jumping and swimming,
they remained virtually captives to a society
dominated by men.
Coincidental with the year in which Marshall
attained full collegiate status (1920), the woman
suffrage amendment became the supreme law of
the land. Since American women were now
"emancipated" from their political and social
bondage, they boldly asserted their newborn independence by bobbing their hair and by wearing short skirts and one-piece bathing suits.
Many of them smoked cigarettes in public, and

John Zontini 1932
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on occasion, they drank bootleg whiskey and
home brew.
The opening of the women's gymnasium on
the campus in 1921 offered the coeds at Marshall their first real opportunity to participate
in recreational pursuits. The editors of both the
Parthenon and the Huntington Adrertiser were
recommending in 1922 that the girls organize a
basketball team, which in fact, they did a year
later. Calling themselves the Kampus Kids, the
coeds affiliated with the National Girls' Basketball Association. Furthermore, the Kampus Kids
represented the college for five years (19231928) in the Girls' City Basketball Tournament.
Moreover, the Marshall Women's Tennis
Team was quite active in 1925, even if it did go
down to defeat 63-31 at the hands of the
Charleston YWCA. A Marshall coed, Lucy
Newberg, made history when "Legs" Hawley,
the athletic director, allowed her to become a
member of the Marshall College tennis team.
Thus, Miss Newberg was the only coed in the
history of the institution to participate as a
member of a men's athletic team at Marshall. 63
Beginning in 1929, there was a negative reaction in the United States toward women's participation in intercollegiate athletics. The policy
at Marshall College, as elsewhere, during the
next three decades (1929-1959) was to prohibit
coeds from engaging in inter-collegiate athletic
events. When a former Marshall physical education instructor was asked the reason for this
attitude, her reply was: "The faculty didn't believe in it; the chairman was unalterably opposed to it, and the students never asked for
it.''64 Furthermore, even if the Marshall policy
had been favorable toward the girls, there would
have been no college teams to play and no one
available to coach such teams.
Because of these discriminatory policies, the
Marshall women (1930-1965) confined their
athletic contests to such intramural sports as
ping-pong, badminton, volleyball, horseshoes,
handball, darts, tennis and basketball. However,
a unique feature of the Marshall intramural program was co-educational sports in tennis, badminton and volleyball, in which the teanis were
equally divided between men and women contestants. Those were the days when "Swede" Gullickson and Ruth Robinson were maintaining a
widely respected intramural program at the college.

72

7. Expansion of the Physical Plant
The most compelling physical need on the
campus was for a library building. The cramped
quarters in Old Main that served as a library
were woefully incapable of satisfying the demands of an emerging four-year college. The
legislature finally (1929) appropriated $200,000
for a library, but this was hardly sufficient to
defray the cost of the type of library building
that President Shawkey had envisioned. Since
Dwight W. Morrow was born in College Hall
when his father was President of the school, it
occurred to Dr. Shawkey that perhaps the Ambassador would be willing to supplement the legislative appropriation. Dr. Shawkey explained
to Morrow that: "Private wealth in West Virginia has not yet come to realize its opportunity
for public service."65 A second letter to Morrow
became necessary before he finally agreed to
contribute $25,000. While Shawkey had intimated that the building might bear the name of
Dwight Morrow's father, James E. Morrow, the
Ambassador very discreetly let it be known that
he would "not make the gift contingent upon the
naming of the building after my father.''66 The
library was, nevertheless, named the James E.
Morrow Library.
Marshall Buckalew explains in flowery prose
Dr. Shawkey's aspirations for the new library
building: "His ideas, dreams and sense of taste
and propriety went into the architect's blueprint, the painter's brush, the carpenter's plane,
the landscaper's design and the electrician's
wiring." 67 Reflective of Early American architecture, the building would be capable of accommodating four hundred readers, while the book
stalls were designed for 130,000 volumes. The
cornerstone, which was laid on March 24, 1930,
contained within it multifarious college documents, including homecoming programs, catalogues, bulletins and pictures of campus scenes.
Also enclosed was a letter written by Dr. Shawkey in which he divulged for the first time
Dwight Morrow's generous donation.
The formal dedication of the James E. Morrow Library was held on January 30, 1931, with
Governor William G. Conley in attendance. Dr.
Shawkey officially accepted the library building
from Henry N. Bradley, the President of the
State Board of Education. On this occasion it is
possible for the reader to savor something of the
style and quality of Dr. Shawkey's oratory: "I
dedicate it .... to the thousands of students," he

James E. Morrow Library, 1932

exclaimed. "I dedicate it to the honor of the
state and to the private donors whose money
made it possible. I dedicate it to the glory of
learning and wisdom ... I dedicate it to the
dreams of poets, philosophers and statesmen. I
dedicate it to the universal hope that the future
may be wiser, happier and better ... I dedicate it
to peace in a world sick of war and knows not
how to get rid of it."68
Dr. Cloyd Goodnight, the President of Bethany College (West Virginia), delivered the dedicatory address, in which he offered college librarians everywhere some sage advice: "The
theory of locking the stacks was all right twenty-five years ago," Goodnight said, "but today
(1931) a student must have at his fingertips any
reference .... and the freedom to get it."69 (It
should be said that it was in excess of forty
years before Marshall College accepted Dr.
Goodnight's counsel.)
The state was extremely niggard in appropriating funds for library materials, especially old
and rare books. (The state board would not even
purchase an autograph and two letters written

by John Marshall.) Since the library holdings
consisted of only 25,000 volumes (in 1931), Dr.
Shawkey sought financial assistance from the
Carnegie Foundation and from the Morrow
family, but his solicitation proved futile. As a
result, space in the library that could have been
utilized to house books, manuscript collections
and reference materials was converted into
classrooms and an art gallery. The librarian,
Louise Edmundson, retired in 1935, to be succeeded by Rosa Oliver, a graduate of the North
Carolina Woman's College at Greensboro.

Another major addition to the physical plant
during the Shawkey years was a student union
building. It had been President Shawkey's hope
that he could build a place on the campus
"where students and faculty might meet on common ground." Marshall College actually proved
to be something of a pioneer among smaller
institutions when it constructed a student union
building as early as 1933. After Shawkey failed
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to obtain financial assistance from Rockefeller's General Education Board, six local citizens
became incorporators of the Marshall College
Student Union Association. In addition to
Shawkey, they were George Sharp, the President of the Alumni Association, Harper Grimm,
the President of the Student Body, Frances Burgess of the Geography Department, Judge H.
Clay Warth, and Duncan Daugherty, the attorney for the association.
Built in the Early Colonial style of architecture at a cost of $25,000, the building was funded by the issuance of non-taxable bonds, by student fees and by popular subscription. Friends
and alumni of the college purchased the furniture and the furnishings for the new building.
Ground-breaking ceremonies were held in connection with the commencement exercises in
June, 1933, and the building was dedicated by
Governor H. G. Kump on Armistice Day, 1933,
prior to the football game with Ohio University.
Cecil Ferguson (class of 1931) served as the
general manager of the union until 1945, when
he was succeeded by Don Morris. It was at the
behest of alumni and the Huntington service
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clubs that the building was named in honor of
President Shawkey. The college had reason to
feel flattered in 1948 when the Shawkey Student
Union was selected by the National Association
of Student Unions as a model for smaller colleges.
In order to relieve the over-crowded conditions in Old Main, the Music Department was
removed (in 1926) to a two-story brick commercial building on Third Avenue. After the building was renovated, it contained a recital hall,
studios, practice rooms and the departmental
offices. Three classrooms were added to the
structure in 1928, and the building inadequately
served the Music Department until 1967.
A permanent home for the college president
was purchased for $32,000 in July, 1925. Located on Fifth Avenue on the southern perimeter of
the campus, the residence was described by the
local press as, "one of the most commodious ...
residences in the city." It remained the presidential domicile until 1966, when the university
acquired a larger residence nearby.

Cecil J. Ferguson, first student union manager.

8. Some Friends and Alumni of the College
The people of Huntington have always assumed a rather parental attitude toward Marshall; in part this has been because so many
local citizens have been former students at the
college. The editors of the Mirabilia always
were generous in expressing their gratitude to
those who befriended the college. Among those
who were saluted in the yearbook (1923-1933)
was Arthur Shoffstall, the President of the Huntington division of the International Nickel
Company; as were Colonel John H. Long and
Boyd Jarrell of the Huntington Publishing
Company. Special tributes were likewise accorded Herbert Fitzpatrick, a Vice President of
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company,
Mayor Will Neal and Charles M. Goben, the
President of the First Huntington National
Bank. George M. Sharp, a one-time president of
the Alumni Association, was also lauded for his
support of the college, along with Henry Clay

Cox, the co-owner of a local book store. The
Mirabilia likewise singled out for special recognition two Charleston benefactors of the college: John Laing, a coal executive, and Arthur
B. Koontz, (1905-1907), who was one of the most
philanthropic of all Marshall alumni.
The Shawkey administration was very much
interested in reactivating the Alumni Associatiou,·which had been organized in 1919 but had
been largely dormant since its inception. Since
all of the alumni had either known or had heard
of Morris P. Shaw key, they were naturally more
inclined to lend their support to the college. As
one alumnus expressed it: "After Mr. Corbly
left .... I confess I took less interest in Marshall. However, now that I again know the head
of the school .... I am ready ... to help ... to
make it a real college." Indeed, more alumni did
begin to attend alumni meetings, homecoming
events and commencement exercises. More than
two hundred graduates showed up for a commencement banquet in 1928, when Governor
Howard Gore- was the principal speaker.
The most active alumni participating in the
reorganization of the association were Judge
Charles Ferguson of Wayne, Arthur B. Koontz
of Charleston, Howard Lee (class of 1905),
George M. Sharp and Clyde Wellman, the editor
of the Huntington Advertiser. Mrs. Donald
Clark of Charleston, a member of the West Virginia Parole Board, assumed the position of
field secretary (in 1927) and Lyell Douthat of
Huntington became the editor (in 1929) of the

Marshall Alumni News.
It was during the Shawkey era that the first
alumni of Marshall were appointed to the faculty. In spite of opinions to the contrary, it is not
necessarily unwise for a college to employ its
own graduates, provided they have earned one or
more advanced degrees in another accredited
institution. One of the more capable alumni to
be appointed to the faculty was Thomas C. Donnelly (class of 1926), who had acquired the doctorate in political science in New York University. When Tom Donnelly attended his first faculty meeting in 1930, President Shawkey welcomed him home as "the prodigal son." In his
brief remarks to the faculty Tom reminded his
new colleagues that Abraham Lincoln had once
said that he owed everything in life to his sainted mother. So Donnelly very graciously said he
owed everything he was or ever hoped to be to
Marshall College professors, several of whom
were in the room. Of course after that, Donnelly
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The Campus during the early Shawkey period, 1925.

could do no wrong!
A partial listing of other alumni who came
home to teach were Conley Dillon and Wallace
Sayre, also in the Political Science department,
and Dixon Callihan and Walter Dove of the
Physics Department. Harry Wright became an
instructor in speech, while Ruth Flower and
Melvin Loy were employed in the English and
Biology Departments, respectively.
During the Shawkey years there was a tremendous ground swell of alumni loyalty to the
college. Among the many letters received from
grateful graduates, no one expressed more affection for his alma mater than did C. L. Broadwater, the principal of a high school in El Segundo, California. At the risk of becoming oversentimental about it, Broadwater said (1933)
that though he later attended West Virginia
University, Columbia and the University of
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California, he candidly admitted that: "Marshall was my first love among colleges attended." He confessed that his love for Marshall was
still stronger than any later affection for 'stepmothers,' though he conceded that the 'stepmothers' (had) been "uniformly kind" to him. 70
9. Depression and Despair
Enrollment statistics can be lethally dull and
not especially rewarding to the reader, but a few
round figures may be useful and suggestive.
When President Shawkey assumed office in
1923 there were only 690 students in attendance,
yet when he resigned in 1935 the enrollment had
more than doubled - and the men outnumbered
the coeds. But the problem at Marshall was
never a dearth of students, but a lack of physical
facilities to accommodate them. For example,

one hundred students, who were admitted to
chemistry classes in 1929, had no laboratory
facilities. Shawkey tersely stated that: "We have
an inflated enrollment and a deflated budget."
Though the student-teacher ratio was the most
unfavorable in the state, Shawkey rationalized
that: "There might be some human advantage in
large classes," and he repeated that stale old
cliche about the advantage a student supposedly
derives from being in a large class taught by a
superior teacher as preferable to sitting in a
small class taught by an ineffective instructor. 71
The most serious dilemma relative to enrollment was certainly not how to increase it, but
how to contrive a feasible method of effecting a
balanced distribution among the four grade classifications. This had been a matter of concern to
the North Central Association for several years.
It should be reiterated that the false emphasis
that the faculty and administration had placed
upon a two-year pre-professional curricula (in
pharmacy, medicine, engineering and law) had
caused Marshall to resemble a junior college, in
that it was training students who transferred to
a university at the beginning of their junior year.
As mentioned elsewhere, there were in 1925
only seventy-five seniors in a class of 885 students and even as late as 1931 there were only
145 baccalaureate graduates in a student body of
nearly 1700 students. It was obvious that the
upper division curricula must somehow be made
more attractive to students, but that feat was not
achieved until after the Second World War.
It is hackneyed to say that the need for adequate financial support has always been the
most persistent and insoluble problem confronting Marshall College. The financial maladies
seemed to defy what therapy the college was
able to apply. The institution was only moderately successful in obtaining monetary contributions from private donors and from the foundations. Though Dwight Morrow helped to finance
the library, the Morrow family and the Carnegie
Foundation refused to help supply it with books.
Shawkey solicited financial aid from such disparate sources as Jack Dempsey (who once lived
in Logan) and the Julius Rosenwald Foundation
in Chicago, but his pleas were to no avail. 72
Probably no state in the union suffered more
dire effects resulting from the Great Depression
than did West Virginia, where the economy was
largely dependent upon a single major industry.
Marshall College began to feel the pangs of the
depression in 1930 when Shawkey divulged that

his salary was the lowest of all the state college
Presidents, and Marshall professors' salaries,
he said, were "about the lowest in the country
considering their training and experience."
Shawkey observed (1930) that the mental attitude in the state was "almost dangerous," and he
spoke ominously of the "dark days of trouble
and despair." He didn't feel that West Virginians should expend all of their energies in "retrenching activities," but instead he felt they
should "devise ways of going ahead. The state
needs a new baptism of faith," he· said.
When there were proposals presented in the
legislature to eliminate all "save two or three of
the state colleges," Shawkey said that: "Some of
our friends in Charleston, perhaps through
fright or for political purposes, are suggesting a
course that will mean practically a destruction
of our educational institutions." He lamented
that: "The legislature provides us each day with
threats of disaster." 73
But the "disaster" which Shawkey feared was
inflicted, not by the legislature, but by the people themselves who adopted in 1932 an amendment limiting property taxes. (This was an earlier version of Proposition 13.) Property owners,
especially farmers, who could not pay their tax
bills, consequently lost their homes or sold their
farms. For the first time in the history of the
state the voters approved a ceiling on tax rates
(the vote was 335,482 to 43,931): thus, the state
sufferell a loss of $65,000,000 in tax revenue.
Furthermore, the State Supreme Court of Appeals interpreted the amendment literally and
thereby frustrated attempts by the legislature to
contrive solutions to the problem. Indeed, the
taxpayers' revolt in West Virginia caused "a
time of great upheaval" which, consequently,
accentuated the fiscal crisis that was afflicting
the educational system. 74
The per capita appropriation allotted Marshall College had for years been the lowest accorded any of the state institutions of learning.
Now, with the travail induced by the Great Depression, the economic conditions at the college
became critical for both students and faculty. In
order to enable students to defray their tuition
fees, Dr. Shawkey not only accepted students'
notes, ranging from $10 to $300, but he also
permitted them to pay "in kind." (For example,
he even accepted fifty bushels of potatoes at 60¢
a pound.) Shawkey dryly remarked that, "the
college is living on limited rations."
The new year (1933) brought no relief. Shaw-
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key wrote that: "We are living in dread of having our life practically crushed out from under
us." 75 Yet he seemed to derive some slight comfort from the fact that the faculty, like President
Hoover, believed that "better days are ahead."
Despite the drastic reductions in salaries, Shawkey said that only one teacher resigned during
the darkest days of the Depression (1931-1934).
(Actually, there was nowhere for the teachers to
go; at least they were salaried employes, unlike
the mass of the population.)
Shawkey attempted to bolster faculty morale
when he exhorted the teaching staff that: "We
may be in the wilderness, but the 'Promised
Land' is just ahead. Teaching," he said, "may
lack the glamour of the military, but to serve
now with all of our strength requires the same
kind of courage and patriotism as that which
made heroes of our boys in the World War." 76
From a hospital bed in 1933, President Shawkey
issued a statement to the people of West Virginia admonishing them that: "The education ship
is seaworthy though wracked in a pretty severe
storm just now."
Retrenchments effected at Marshall drastically impaired every facet of the educational
program. Summer school salaries were as low as
$60 per week, and faculty salaries were reduced
by 40% and were often paid in scrip. Obviously,
there were no funds with which to defray travel
expenses to educational meetings, so the movement of scholarship came to a dead halt. Furthermore, there was a discernible anti-intellectualism manifest in the state. Shawkey said ruefully that the college administration was constantly being urged "to pare down," yet he was
disgusted when "one or two of our official
friends" asked him "to find a place for some of
their friends." 77
While the faculty had heretofore sustained a
comparatively high level of esprit de corps during the Depression years, Dr. Shawkey committed a fiscal folly in 1934 that completely shattered faculty morale at Marshall College. At the
close of the 1933-1934 fiscal year, President
Shawkey effected an "emergency cut" in personal service funds when he returned to the state
a total of $13,917.83. He contended that the
reason he did this was because of "the desperate
condition of the state treasury" and that he was
being mindful of the taxpayers of the state.
Shawkey admitted that the refund probably accounted for the fact that salary appropriations
for Marshall for the next fiscal year (1934-
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1935) were reduced by 5.8%; and, yet, in the
other state colleges the increase in the personal
service budget was an unprecedented 103%. 78
The New Deal largesse alleviated the financial stringency only to a limited extent during
the Shawkey era. This was because the major
construction projects on the campus were not
implemented until the succeeding Allen administration. A modest loan negotiated with the
Public Works Administration (PW A) defrayed
the cost of sundry repairs and improvements,
including an ornamental gate constructed at the
entrance to the college. A flagpole was erected
in front of Old Main with Federal funds made
available by the Civilian Works Administration
(CW A); and a limited number of students were
employed in part-time jobs under the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration (FERA).

When President Shawkey's health deteriorated in November, 1932, he underwent surgery in
New York, but his condition remained critical
for several weeks. A Marshall student even published a poem in the Parthenon, entitled "The
Death of a Man," and Shaw key said that he had
"the pleasure of reading an extended obituary
that had been composed for the Huntington
newspapers." He gleefully remarked that he induced the editor to "hold the press" until the
last minute on two successive nights; he was
thus able to deprive the press of "the big story."79 After the death of his wife in January,
1933, Dr. Shawkey suffered a relapse and was
forced to submit to a second operation. It was
not until March that he was able to return to his
office on a part-time basis.
Simultaneous with his own grave illness and
the death of his spouse, Dr. Shawkey was faced
with the formidable task of trying to fend off his
political foes. The Democrats were now entrenched in power (1933) in both Washington
and Charleston, and since Shawkey was regarded as a "political educator," it seemed inevitable
that the political ax would fall on him. It is very
probable that he received a "stay of execution"
for two years because of the influence exerted in
his behalf by Dr. W.W. Trent, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction;80 but the State
Board of Education, dominated as it was by
vengeful Democrats, began in 1933 to effect removals in the personnel of Marshall College.
Shawkey stated in September, 1933, that: "The

Board dropped two of our faculty members for
political activities." One of the professors
ousted was Carl G. Campbell, the Chairman of
the Chemistry Department, whom Shawkey had
recommended for reappointment. 81
President Joseph Rosier of Fairmont State
College wrote Shawkey that: "There is a great
deal of ugly talk about your not being reappointed at Marshall."82 Shawkey was so apprehensive
about his tenure that he felt that it would be
unwise for him to recommend any more applicants for any position, for fear he might give
them the "kiss of death." He recalled that: "The
Board had been careful not to approve persons
who had been active in Republican politics."
Governor H. G. Kump was particularly eager "to
throw the rascals out," and, indeed, he might
have removed Shawkey in 1933 had not Dr.
Trent - and perhaps Joe Rosier - dissuaded
him. 83
Despite the impending political crisis and the
precarious condition of his health, Dr. Shawkey's insatiable desire to engage in public
speaking reasserted itself in the fall of 1934. He
summoned sufficient strength to launch out
upon an exhausting lecture tour in Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota; and for eight days he
addressed college students, teachers' institutes
and service clubs in those Midwestern states.
He was noticeably fatigued upon his return to
the campus, nor did his condition improve during the remainder of the academic year (19341935). When it was rumored in April, 1935, that
the Board of Education was considering "retiring'' President Shawkey, a substantial portion
of the student body threatened to strike if the
board did so. Shawkey immediately persuaded
the students to abandon their plan, while in the
meantime he reluctantly tendered his resignation. He confessed that it had been his hope that
he could have served Marshall for another "two
or three years." Shawkey admitted that his resignation was prompted because: "Some of my
friends feel that my strength is not sufficient for
the arduous duties of the Presidency of Marshall College," but he graciously added, "If the
college will prosper better with a new president I
think the change should be made now."84
Professor Thomas A. Bailey of Stanford University once said that people have both "good"
reasons and "real" reasons for their behavior.
The "good" reason offered by the Board of Education for Shawkey's removal was that his
health had deteriorated, but obviously the "real"

reason for his ouster was that West Virginia
politicians still subscribed to the Jacksonian political credo: "To the victor belong the spoils of
office."85

After his resignation became effective in July,
1935, Dr. Shawkey removed to Charleston,
where he devoted the remaining five years of his
life to Morris Harvey College, serving as both
Business Manager and Professor of English and
history. At the age of seventy-two years, he died
(in 1940) on a train near Savannah, Georgia. He
was returning home from Florida, where he had
gone in a final but futile effort to regain his
health.
Morris Purdy Shawkey had been the chief
executive of Marshall College during the delicate formative period of its career as a degreegranting institution. President Shawkey had
been largely responsible for obtaining accreditation for both the Teachers College and the College of Arts and Sciences. The Teachers College, under his leadership, had afforded the most
favorable academic environment in the state for
the training of pedagogues, while the College of
Arts and Sciences had to some extent served to
distinguish Marshall College from scores of
other state-supported colleges throughout the
countr~ that had evolved from the womb of a
normal school.
The available evidence would seem to suggest
that Dr. Shawkey had been more popular with
the students, the alumni and the general public
than he was with the faculty. 86 The Shawkey
Administration, as well as the succeeding Allen
administration, failed to protect the security of
the faculty by providing for a well conceived and
objectively applied criteria governing the employment, promotion and dismissal of the teaching staff. Such an equitable formula was ten
years in the future.

After President Shawkey announced his resignation in April, 1935, it was an open question
as to who would be his successor. The Marshall
faculty and several members of the Board, as
well as many Huntington citizens, preferred the
thirty-year old Thomas Donnelly, the Chairman
of the Political Science Department; but Governor H. G. Kump was a close friend and fellow

79

townsman of Dr. James E. Allen, the aging
President of Davis and Elkins College. The Governor ignored the recommendations of the Mar-

shall faculty and dictated to the Board - which
he had appointed - that it designate Dr. Allen as
the President of Marshall College. Suffice to
say, the Board complied. 87
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spectators - especially coeds - could have a better place to sit during the football games. See Marie White, Metamorphose
of Old Main (pages not numbered).
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Morris P. Shawkey to Evangeline Lindbergh, May 12, 1928. Marshall coeds gave Anne Morrow Lindbergh a silver service
as a wedding gift at the time of her marriage to Charles A. Lindbergh.
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"Morris P. Shawkey to A. E. Winship, June 8, 1928; Nathan Goff to M. P. Shawkey, 1928
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Morris P. Shawkey to Lillian Britt, May 9, 1934;M. P. Shawkey to W. E. Minter, July 3, 1980. Shawkey sent a form letter
to a large number of concert managers.
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Morris P. Shawkey to Virgil 8. Heltzel, February 14, 1928.
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Morris P. Shawkey to J. F. Marsh, October 3, 1927; Mirabilia, 1926. See also Donnelly, I Came Down From the Hills, 35.
A partial list of the athletes (1923-1926) would include "Duke" Farrington, Carl Anderson, Page Hay, Cy Meredith, Lee
McCaffery, Jimmy Post, "Frog" Smoot and Lyell Douthat (baseball pitcher).
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Kent Kessler, Hail West Virginians, 107. It might be mentioned that Coach Tallman had earned a law degree in West
Virginia University.
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Marshall Alumnus, Fall, 1975. (Article by Barbara Joston and Dr. Robert Barnett of the Physical Education Department in
Marshall University.) Dr. Barnett has published articles relative to sports history in scholarly journals.

64

lbid.
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Morris P. Shawkey to Dwight W. Morrow, July 29, 1929.
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Dwight W. Morrow to M. P. Shawkey, June 29, 1929.
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8uckalew, Shawkey.
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Ibid.
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Deborah M. DeMent, "James E. Morrow Library is Your Friend," (a fifteen-page typed manuscript in Morrow Library);
passim. Mrs. DeMent, an alumna of the university, is a former employee of the library.
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C. L. Broadwater to Morris P. Shawkey, November 13, 1933; in Shawkey Papers. See also Donnelly, I Came Down From
the Hills, 39.
Morris P. Shawkey to E. C. Lawson, December 31, 1930; M. P. Shawkey to Governor William G. Conley, October 2, 1930;
Morris P. Shawkey to H. W. Starcher, January 8, 1931. Dr. Shawkey was apparently not interested in increasing the
enrollment of the student body, since there are on file in the Shawkey Papers at least two hundred requests for college
catalogues, but in each case Dr. Shawkey stated that the college had no catalogue.
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Morris P. Shawkey to Jack Dempsey, August 8, 1927; M. P. Shawkey to E. R. Embree, Secretary of the Julius Rosenwald
Foundation, June 10, 1930.
Morris P. Shawkey to S. N. Sycafoose, December 11, 1930; Morris P. Shawkey to E.G. Rohbrough, December 12, 1930;
M. P. Shawkey to Maury Floyd, December 16, 1930; Morris P. Shawkey to J. R. Bateman, March 17, 1931; M. P.
Shawkey to E. E. Church, March 3, 1933.

74

The (Huntington) Herald-Dispatch, July 9, 1978.

75

Morris P. Shawkey to R. W. Brown, October 5, 1932; M. P. Shawkey to E. E. Church, March 3, 1933.
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Morris P. Shawkey to the Marshall College Faculty, September 20, 1933.
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Morris P. Shawkey to W. C. Cook, February 22, 1934.
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Statement by Morris P. Shawkey, Shawkey Papers, 1933-1934. President D. Banks Wilburn of Glenville State College told
the author that college presidents frequently ingratiated themselves with state officials by returning funds to the state
treasurer. (They received "brownie points" for this.)
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Morris P. Shawkey to R. M. Black, May 5, 1934.
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8uckalew, Shawkey, 103-105
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Morris P. Shawkey to Gladys M. Curry, December 19, 1934.

uJoseph Rosier to Morris P. Shawkey, July 15, 1933; Marshall College Bulletin, No. 10, August, 1933.
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3

RBuckalew, Shawkey, 101; 103-105
4
R

Marsha/J College Bulletin Alumni News, No. 17, June 1953.

RsDr. Donnelly refers to the policies of West Virginia politicians of that time as "benighted," and that was a primary reason
why he left the state.
R•Shawkey's popularity with the faculty plummeted as a result of his remission of these funds to the state. Numerous teachers
of that period have corroborated that statement. When Dr. Shawkey heard that some of the faculty members were
complaining about their low salaries, he stated publicly in a faculty meeting that it was his opinion that some of these
teachers were over-paid anyhow. Dr. Gresham Toole of the History Department then asked for the floor and forthwith
stated that it was his opinion, and also that of a number of other professors, that President Shawkey was likewise overpaid. Dr. H. Gresham Toole to the author. Dr. Toole was for forty years a member of the History Department.
87

84

Thomas C. Donnelly, I Came Down From the Hills (Portales, New Mexico, 1979) 82-83. This is Dr. Donnelly's
autobiography. Dr. Donnelly served as a professor and Dean in the University of New Mexico and as President of New
Mexico Highlands University. He was accorded an honorary degree by Marshall College in 1953; and in 1980 he died of
cancer at the age of seventy-five years. Only two hundred copies of Donnelly's autobiography were published. Two
chapters in his book present very interesting vignettes of Marshall College, 1923- 1935.

CHAPTER V
THE ALLEN YEARS, - 1935 - 1942

1. Introduction: a Virginia Gentleman

and His Educational Philosophy
James Edward Allen became President of
Marshall College in July, 1935. Since he had
served for twenty-five years (1910-1935) as
President of Davis and Elkins College, he was,
of course, widely known in the state, though it is
unlikely that any of the Marshall faculty had
ever had any professional relationship with the
new president.

James E. Allen, President, 1935-1942

Dr. Allen was a native Virginian and a baccalaureate graduate of Hampden Sydney College,
a small Presbyterian men's institution of excellent repute near Roanoke. A classical scholar
and "a typical Southern gentleman," Allen had
specialized in classical studies in the graduate
schools of both the University of Virginia and
Johns Hopkins University, though he had neglected to earn a master's degree. He had been
granted an honorary doctorate in literature
(D.Lit.) by Hampden Sydney College, and he
was later awarded a Phi Beta Kappa key by the
West Virginia University chapter. After having
served as Principal of the Newport News (Virginia) High School, Allen - had assumed the
Presidency of Davis and Elkins, a school very
similar in character and purpose to Hampden
Sydney. During the First World War, Allen was
a "Four-Minute Man," in which oratorical capacity he had helped to incite patriotic sentiments in support of bond drives and other warrelated activities. A consecrated Presbyterian
layman, Dr. Allen had acted as moderator of a
synod in West Virginia; and he had published a
book (1930) entitled The Minimum Salary of a
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Rural Presbyterian Pastor.
Dr. Allen had not sought the Presidency of
Marshall College. When proffered the position,
he said he took it under "careful consideration
for two months" before he finally accepted the
offer. Allen confessed that he had endured "hard
sledding" at Davis and Elkins College toward
the end of his tenure there, and some of his
friends in Elkins thought that he had done his
"share of pioneering" there; but in spite of the
difficulties he had encountered, Dr. Allen said
that most of his experiences at the college were
"a genuine joy and satisfaction." Indeed, he declared that he had experienced twenty-five years
of "life, liberty and pursuit of happiness" at the
little church-related college. 1
President Allen would find the secular atmosphere of a state-supported institution alien to
the type of professional experience to which he
had been accustomed for a quarter of a century.
It is apparent from his private correspondence
that Allen never really became completely acclimated to his collegiate assignment in Huntington. He seemed never to get Davis and Elkins off
his mind. After four years had passed, he nostalgically confided that his "interests abide at Davis and Elkins," and he told a Presbyterian divine in Louisville (1937) how he deplored "the
tragic neglect of spiritual influences" at Marshall. How he longed for his "contacts with
God's elect!" In comparing Marshall to Davis
and Elkins College, Allen said he could "unqualifiedly grant all the more power to the church
college." He was convinced that "the independent, and in many cases church-supported colleges, gave the best thought to the nation - and
possibly still do." 2
After having received "cordial congratulations" from Dr. Shawkey, President Allen assumed his duties at Marshall College. He would
have preferred to have had a formal inauguration, but he said he found "no enthusiasm for
that on the part of the powers that be in either
Huntington or Charleston." He considered this
failure of the college to have a presidential investiture "a lost opportunity for Marshall."3
Toward the end of his first semester (1935) at
Marshall, Allen stated that he had "no radical
plan for expansion in either of the two colleges;" but this does not imply that Dr. Allen did
not subscribe to very pronounced - even dogmatic - views on the subject of a liberal education,
which he deemed to be infinitely more important than the teaching of pedagogy. During his

The most famous view of Old Main, from the 1935-36 catalog

seven-year tenure as President of Marshall College, Dr. Allen was oftentimes opinionated when
expounding his educational philosophy, and
there would occur under his leadership a deviation in emphasis and attitude that contrasted
sharply with that of his immediate predecessor.
While all of President Shawkey's professional experiences had been either as an administrator of the public school system or as president of
an institution that trained teachers to serve in
the school system, Dr. Allen, to the contrary,
had had no training or experience that was directly related to the academic preparation of
teachers. When Allen came to Huntington, he
publicly lamented that Marshall was reputed to
be "primarily a teachers college," yet he made it
unmistakably clear that he intended to alter that
image. He was blatantly contemptuous of the
over-emphasis that he felt had been placed upon
the methodology of teaching, rather than upon
the acquisition of knowledge. He deprecated the
fact that! "The philosophy of West Virginia bas
been that of the Teachers ollege." Though he
reluctantly conceded that perhaps at one time
that educational point of view might have been

necessary "to meet an emergency," he declared
emphatically that it was no longer necessary nor
desirable. Moreover, he told Dr. Charles
Ambler, the West Virginia University history
professor, that: "The comparatively low respect
for scholarship in West Virginia can be laid at
the doors of the pedagogues." Allen reminded
Governor Homer Holt that: "The state leaders
got off on the wrong foot" when they emphasized teacher training courses, and "as a result,"
he said, "the state is still suffering for it." It was
obvious that Allen hoped to remedy the deficiency. He contended that the state needed an organization to promote the liberal arts and the humanities, because, as he said: "The State Education Association (SEA) is not for scholars; it is
for high school and elementary teachers. " 4
Liberal education was Dr. Allen's all-consuming passion - so much so that at times he seemed
to have been "possessed with the devil of one
idea." He idealized the 'universal man' as exemplified in the Italian Renaissance. He advised
Genevieve Starcher, the State Director of
Teacher Certification, that: "Teacher training
courses do not educate the student," and he ad-
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Graduation on the lawn, Allen years, 1940

monished the governor that subject matter
should take precedence over teacher-training
courses. Furthermore, Dr. Allen urged President Chauncey Boucher of West Virginia University to stress "cultural and liberal education
at Morgantown, rather than vocational or teacher-training subjects."5
What President Allen was really saying to
these educational and political leaders of the
state was that every potential teacher or professional man (or woman) should undergo a fouryear training program in the arts and sciences,
preparatory to the pursuance of professional
studies. "This is a hobby of mine," he once said.
Of course that was an understatement; it was an
obsession with him. Superfluous to say, he intended to emphasize the sciences and humanities - and by implication - to minimize teachertraining courses.
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Dr. Allen was also wary of the two-year preprofessional curricula that had had such a baneful effect upon the college, since it had been
responsible for siphoning off students to professional schools at the end of their sophomore
year at Marshall. His administration, however,
did little to resolve this problem.
During the Presidency of James E. Allen, a
more harmonious relationship existed between
Marshall College and West Virginia University.
There was apparently no more serious consideration of a merger of the two institutions, and it
was no doubt gratifying to the people of Morgantown that President Allen was scornful of
the proposal that Marshall be made the "University of Southern West Virginia." As stated
above, Dr. Allen had been awarded an honorary
membership in the West Virginia Chapter of
Phi Beta Kappa, and he was known on occasion

to have advised Marshall students to pursue advanced graduate studies in West Virginia University. One gleans from his correspondence
that President Allen was on felicitous terms
with a number of prominent West Virginia University officials, including Dr. Charles Ambler
(history), Dean J. N. Deahl (education), President John Roscoe Turner and Dr. Chauncey
Boucher, who succeeded Turner as President of
the University. In fact, the scholarly Dr.
Boucher - a reputable historian in his own right
- was guest speaker at the Marshall College
Centennial observance in 1937.
What sort of relationship existed between
James Allen and his own faculty at Marshall
College; and what was the consensus of faculty
opinion of this Virginia gentleman, who would
divest himself of the burdens of office by retreating to seclusion where he read Shakespeare's plays for protracted periods of time?
Allen was a tolerant man who had an inveterate
respect for the principle of academic freedom.
The editor of the Parthenon praised the college
for permitting freedom of speech in the classroom. Allen stated his liberal attitude succinctly: "My philosophy leads me to put trust in the
faculty," he said. "An able professor will have
the ingenuity to do a good job if given the liberty
to exercise his ingenuity." Though the "Bolshevism scare" of the 1920's had extended over into
the succeeding decade, it was Allen's studied
opinion that "The 'Reds' on faculties in West
Virginia are overstated. 'Isms' are born late
down here," he said. "Yet once they were 'born'
down here, there was lots of agitation, pro and
con, about everything. The very name, 'Russia,'
would stir certain gentlemen here to charge."
He added, however, that for the moment he
would "soft pedal the issue for the sake of
peace," but he promised that after he had "got a
little better established," he, too, would "put on
the gloves and combat the situation."' It is worthy of note that during the Allen years there was
no incident of a professor's being removed for
subscribing to unconventional ideological views.
Even though Dr. Allen had "trust in the faculty," and while he was a relatively open-minded
administrator, it is still difficult to imagine how
faculty morale could have been sustained when
one considers the hardships and disadvantages
under which the professors were forced to labor
(1935-1942). The local chapter of the American
Association of University Professors was loud
in its protests against the authoritarian admin-

istrative practices that prevailed at the college.
In its annual report of 1937, the AAUP deplored
the absence of a faculty voice in the selection of
a college president; and the chapter lamented
the fact that faculty members were not allowed a
vote in the election of departmental chairmen.
Instead, those administrators were arbitrarily
appointed by the dean. Nor were there any regulations or safeguards governing faculty tenure.
The staff were appointed for only one year at a
time, and it was understood that they served at
the will and pleasure of the State Board of Education. 7 (It will be recalled that during the Shawkey era a number of faculty members were summarily fired without benefit of a hearing.)
There is little reason to believe that Allen's
ideas regarding tenure were either progressive
or enlightened. Instead, he appeared to be somewhat naive when, in 1939, he told the Dean of
Women, Lee Bacon, that he "saw,. no need for
special legislation in re tenure, as the faculty are
not disturbed by the politicians." Perhaps not,
yet an anonymous correspondent had just been
harassing faculty members merely because they
belonged to a poker club. 8
Most disturbing of all to the faculty, as late as
1941, there was no teacher retirement system in
effect. Allen stated that he had "at least five or
six professors who have asked to retire," but he
said he had "no funds - not even $50 a month for
a pension." Though Allen appealed to the Carnegie Foundation for assistance, his supplication went unheeded.9
In summation, the faculty members of the
Allen era had no voice in the governance of th~
institution, nor did they enjoy any protection
against being removed by a dictatorial president;
and most deplorable of all, the state afforded no
economic security to college faculty personnel
during their "golden years." In essence, the instructors enjoyed neither "political nor economic democracy" - ideals to which President
F,:anklin Roosevelt so frequently alluded when
he spoke of the basic human rights that should
be accorded "the forgotten man." Allen was
prompted to decry that: "The colleges are the
'forgotten man'." 10
In spite of all the indignities and deprivations
that the Marshall professorial staff endured,
President Allen was not generally unpopular
with the faculty. Though he was not a particularly forceful college administrator, he was,
however, a kind, deferential and literate gentleman. While he had not earned any kind of an
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advanced degree, he was, nonetheless, a dedicated votary of sound scholarship; and yet as
much as the teaching staff admired Dr. Allen's
gentlemanly demeanor and his compassionate
disposition, there was an underlying feeling
shared by many faculty members that President
Allen was somewhat miscast in the role of chief
executive officer of a secular institution long
associated with the training of public school
teachers.

Lillian Buskirk, Dean of Women

2. Academic Progress: Graduate Studies;
Representative Faculty Members
By precept and example, President Allen adhered to a creed that stressed the importance of
a college degree, yet he was realistic enough to
know that the degree in itself was valuable only
in proportion to the intrinsic worth of the institution that conferred it. "A college degree," he
said, "is like an insurance policy, in that the
older it gets the more valuable it becomes, provided the institution that granted (the degree)
continues to grow in equipment and efficiency." 11
Therefore, the central question is: to what
extent was President Allen successful in improving the intellectual "equipment" and academic "efficiency" of Marshall College and
thereby enhancing its worth to the students and
alumni?
In keeping with his thinking regarding general education, Allen was able to persuade the
Board of Education to permit the college to
confer both the bachelor of science and the
bachelor of engineering science degrees in the
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College of Arts and Sciences. Yet President Allen's foremost academic achievement was the
inauguration of graduate studies at Marshall.
President Shawkey had contended that Marshall College should restrict its offerings to undergraduate courses, and as stated elsewhere,
graduate classes during the Shawkey years had
been taught on the Marshall campus by West
Virginia University personnel; and, when West
Virginia University officials sometimes demurred, the University of Cincinnati had assumed that responsibility.
When the Board of Education (1939) required
that all principals and superintendents in West
Virginia obtain a master's degree, that obviously
accentuated the need for establishing a graduate
program in the southern part of the state. A
faculty committee at Marshall, after a thorough
investigation, ascerta.ined that many West Virginia students, who lived below the Great Kanawha River, had been pursuing graduate studies
in Ohio, Virginia and North Carolina; therefore, it was logically assumed that the creation
of a graduate division at Marshall College would
not seriously militate against the Graduate
School of West Virginia University. Dr. Allen
wrote Dr. Ben Robinson (class of 1908) that:
"Marshall had been retarded too long in its
growth; the college wore swaddling clothes for
too many years," he said; "its normal school
appellation should have been discarded forty
years ago. If that had been done," Allen said he
was "convinced that graduate studies at Marshall would have long since been offered." Allen
was wont to refer to the graduate program at
Marshall as "my baby" - which, figuratively
speaking, it was. 12
The Board of Education, in 1938, authorized
Marshall College to offer the master's degree in
six academic disciplines: psychology, history,
sociology, chemistry, political science and education. It is disturbing to note, however, that the
holdings in the Morrow library consisted of
only thirty thousand volumes; that was actually
fewer than one-third the number of books
lodged in the libraries of either Marietta College or Ohio Wesleyan University, each of
which had a substantially smaller enrollment
than did Marshall. Paul Stokes, an exceptionally learned English professor at Marshall, felt
that the library resources in literature did not
warrant the granting of an M.A. degree in English; so in conformity with Professor Stokes'
advice, this vital subject was not one of the

specified disciplines in which graduate studies
were initially offered.
Since the school had no academic laurels to
rest upon, Marshall College felt obliged to exert
an especially rigorous effort to maintain standards of excellence in conducting its graduate
program: the graduate faculty must possess a
doctorate, and the candidates for a master's degree were required to earn a "B" average in
every course. Furthermore, each student was
obliged to submit an original thesis and to defend it orally before a graduate committee. The
graduate work was administered - not by a
school - but instead by a graduate council consisting of Dean J. 8. Shouse as Chairman and
Professors Charles Hedrick (history), Arvil
Harris (political science), Augustus Hayes (sociology), Elsworth Bowers (psychology) and Albert Halley (English). Dean Shouse wrote the
constitution and by-laws by which the graduate
council administered the program, and the council, in fact, served as the supreme policy-making
body. In order to create a more scholarly academic environment for the students, a graduate
club was organized. The two students who made
history, of a sort, by virtue of their being the
first to earn master's degrees (1940) were Mortimer Leet and Velma C. Lotts of Huntington:
both were graduates of the history department.
The graduate program at Marshall won the
approbation of the accrediting agencies. A team
of appraisers from Washington, D. C., and New
York University visited the college in 1941 and
subsequently rendered what Allen considered to
be "a very flattering report." Allen pridefully
remarked that: "These reports are more encouraging to me than beating Wake Forest in a
football game." 13
The college also "grew in efficiency" when, at
Dr. Allen's behest, Dr. J. Frank Bartlett (chemistry) initiated in the College of Arts and Sciences (1938) the rudiments of an honors program, which was designed to challenge the latent talents of the superior student. A restricted
number of honors courses were made available
to upperclassmen in the departments of chemistry, languages and political science. Students
who maintained a "8" average were declared
eligible to enroll in independent study courses
for which they received a maximum of eight
semester hours credit. (A far more elaborate
honors program was established in 1961.)
The college likewise grew in "intellectual
equipment" during the Allen years. President

Allen preferred to employ faculty members who
had been trained in a broad spectrum of colleges
and universities: "Nothing is more deadening
than inbreeding," he said. 14 It might be noted
that prior to the Second World War nearly all of
the doctorates in the United States were conferred only by universities of the first rank.
(This was before the proliferation of doctoral
programs in regional institutions.) During the
Allen years, more members of the Marshall faculty had earned doctorates in such pre-eminent
universities as Columbia, Wisconsin and Chicago than in any other institutions. It is also of
passing interest that several of the staff members held Ph.D. degrees earned at Harvard and
Yale, (which has not been the case at Marshall
since 1948.)
Even though a majority of the faculty had not
acqui-red a terminal degree, most of the instructors were intellectually inquisitive. Dr. Marius
Blesi of the English Department assumed the
pretentious title of "Director of the Marshall
College Publication Society," whose special
province was to edit the Marshall Review. This
was a journal that afforded the faculty an outlet
for scholarly articles, even though most of the
contributions to the Review were based upon
research that the instructors had done while in
graduate school. Yet the periodical, which was
published three times a year for seven years, did
tend to serve as an intellectual catalyst for both
faculty members and graduate students.
Designed for the enlightenment of the entire
community, a faculty lecture series - inaugurated in 1936 - proved to be both popular and stimulating. Every Thursday evening, in Old Main
auditorium, two professors delivered thirty-minute lectures relative to their respective disciplines. A cursory glance at the lecture programs
reveals an amazing diversity of intriguing titles,
such as: "Mushrooms and Toadstools," "The
Townsend Pension Fallacy," "The Truth About
Snake Stories," "The Enigma of Aaron Burr,"
and "The Cranberry Glades of West Virginia."
This was a rich intellectual diet - enough to
tickle the palates of the most discriminating!
Nor did the Marshall faculty members confine their learning strictly to the college campus. Similar to the University of Chicago Round
Table - in vogue at the time - most of the faculty
members participated in the "Marshall School
of the Air," a weekly radio broadcast that featured both popular and semi-scholarly programs. These repertories were later published by
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Home economics facilities in Northcott Hall, 1940's

George Peabody College in a volume entitled
Educational Radio.
As is expected of them, state-supported institutions of higher education attempt to effect a
resolution of problems peculiar to the region in
which they are located. During the Allen years
some of the more practical and scholarly developments occurred in the Department of Biological Sciences. A course in forestry was introduced in the Botany Department, which represented the equivalent of the freshman year
earned in an accredited school of forestry. Dr.
Frank A. Gilbert's herbarium, consisting of fifteen thousand plants, acquired from throughout
the country, received a subsidy (in 1937) from
the National Youth Administration (NY A)
amounting to $5,251. A pioneer in the study of
West Virginia flora - a field relatively unknown
to scientists at the time - Dr. Gilbert performed
significant research in sluice molds endemic to
West Virginia. During his tenure on the Marshall faculty, Gilbert published a total of six
scientific bulletins; but what seemed to be more
useful to most people than sluice molds, Gilbert
contrived a panacea for athlete's foot, which was
adopted and prescribed by the Marshall College
Athletic Department. Furthermore, Dr. Gilbert
read a paper relevant to this antidote before the
West Virginia Academy of Science, and he later
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applied for a patent. 15
Dr. Hollie C. Darlington likewise contributed
immeasurably to an appreciation of the natural
history of the Mountain State. Darlington devoted twelve years to exhaustive research in the
Cranberry Glades of West Virginia, located in
the Monongahela National Forest. Accepted in
partial fulfillment of the requirement for a
Ph.D. degree in the University of Chicago
(1942), Darlington's dissertation - in the opinion
of Dean Otis Wilson -"is as fascinating as a
romantic novel." Cranberry Glades is, according
to Dr. Darlington, "an area recognized by botanists ... as a region of great importance as a
solution to problems of plant distribution and
post-glacial history." A region of six hundred
acres and 3,400 feet in elevation, it is a spongy
bog and peat forest containing a number of assorted wildlife. It is the habitat of sun dew, an
insect eating plant, and a dwarf dogwood that
bears fruits and flowers. In addition to cranberries, the Glades contain seven varieties of orchids. The bog is also the habitat of cotton
grass, reindeer lichen and such fauna as grouse
and woods animals. Darlington said that:
"Cranberry glades of this species are usually
tound at low altitudes in regions much farther
north than West Virginia." Thus, the glades are
unique because of their high altitude and their

southern latitude. 16 This unsullied region is so
important to the scientist that the United States
Forest Service, the Secretary of Interior and
conservationists have recommended that Cranberry Glades be designated a "national wilderness." Until his retirement in 1955, Dr. Darlington and his students conducted annual field
trips to the glades.
As a result of research in plant science and in
ecological studies performed at Marshall, the
findings of these biologists were published in
Chronica Botanica, a nine-volume compendium
of important botanical research from throughout the world sponsored by the National Herbarium in Leyden, Holland.
The Marshall Department of Political Science sought solutions to social and economic
problems - especially those peculiar to West
Virginia. The department initiated in 1938 the
Marshall College Institute of Public Affairs,
which sponsored annual conferences relevant to
governmental issues. A number of nationally
known specialists conducted week-long seminars and delivered formal lectures pertinent to
contemporary political problems. Among those
who participated were Clarence Dykstra, the
City Manager of Cincinnati and Dr. Fred Rippy
of the University of Chicago.
In its efforts to enlighten the lay citizenry of
the state, the Political Science Department, under the auspices of Professors Paul Walp and
Conley Dillon, conducted, in 1936, the Triounty Public Forum, which served the citizens
of the Morgantown area. This public affairs
seminar was a federally sponsored civic project
funded by the Federal Bureau of Education. Furthermore, Professors Dillon and Tom Donnelly
were the co-authors of a widely adopted textbook, entitled GoJ1ernme11t of West Virgillia.
Dr. Donnelly (class of 1926) was also the author
of Freedom of Press ill f/Je Senate and the coauthor of The Political Campaign of 1932. He
later became President of New Mexico Highlands University in Las Vegas.
Like Corbly, Derbyshire and Dubs before
him, Dr. Dillon projected a global perspective.
Dillon was appointed in 1937 as a member of a
committee in Geneva, Switzerland, sponsored by
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of world peace. In collaboration with the League
of Nations, the committee sought to promote
peace through a more profound understanding
of international law and economics. Since the
United States was not officially a member of the
League of Nations, the committee offered this

country an opportunity to cooperate with the
work of the League. Dr. Dillon, the author of
The International Labor Office and GoJ1ernment
and Labor in Action, was peculiarly well
equipped to serve as an American representative
in Geneva.
Another productive and innovative social scientist during the Allen years was Dean Augustus
W. Hayes, who became Chairman of the Sociology Department. Under Dr. Hayes' direction,
Marshall College became the second institution
in the United States to offer a course entitled
"Marriage and the Family." The University of
North Carolina was the first.) A pioneer in the
field of rural sociology, Dr. Hayes published a
standard textbook on the subject. He was also
the founder of the Huntington Community
Chest (now called the United Way.)
In the field of modern languages, there were
several literary accomplishments of more than
local import. Dr. John L. Martin, (Spanish)
edited a text (1942) relating to Colombia, entitled Alferez Real (Royal Ensign) by Eus ta
quio palaciosi. Dr. Martin's work, which was
published by the Oxford University Press, has
been used as collateral reading in Latin American courses in several universities, including
Stanford.
In the Department of English, Dr. Marius
Blesi edited The Life and Letters of Anna Cora
Mowatt, a Nineteenth Century American author
and actress; and John Stender published in the

Johns Hopkins University Bulletin of the History of Medicine an article concerning a Dr.
Caius, a physician described in Shakespeare's
Merry Wires of Windsor. The Goethe Museum
in Frankfurt, Germany, presented (1938) a sixvolume set of Goethe's literary classics to a
Marshall College student, Elizabeth Gross, in
recognition of her scholarly attainments in Germanic literature.
Joseph S. Jablonski of Rochester, New York,
succeeded Emmett E. Myers as Chairman of the
Art Department in 1937. A master's graduate of
Harvard University, Jablonski was responsible
for establishing a splendid art exhibition in the
college library; the college art gallery earned the
distinction of being listed in the selective Mastai Directory of Art Museums. Furthermore, the
Federal Arts Program lent to the college art
gallery (1937) twelve notable paintings representative of various genre; and in 1938 the Carnegie
Foundation donated to the department $5,000
worth of art literature and reproductions of
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classical paintings.
One of the talented young artists in the Art
Department at this time was Marion Vest (Fors)
of Knoxville, Tennessee, who had earned an
M.A. degree in the School of Fine Arts of Yale
University. Miss Vest painted admirable portraits of Governor H. G. Kump and also of Julius
Broh of Huntington, a generous benefactor of
the Department of Journalism at the college. 17
The College Theater, under the direction of
Lubin Legette, produced three plays each year.
In 1940 the theater presented Elizabeth the
Queen at Fairmont State College; and Legette's
production of James Thurber's The Male Animal was said to have been the first time that
drama was ever executed by an amateur cast. It
is interesting to recall that several student actors of the Allen era - including Curtis Baxter,
Hite Wilson Broh and Otis Ranson - later became members of the college faculty.
While most colleges in the South and border
states did not offer courses for credit in public
speaking, Marshall College, in its Department
of Speech, did include public speaking in its
course offerings. President Allen, however, being an avid champion of the traditional arts and
science curricula, seems to have had serious
misgivings as to whether or not public speaking,
per se, should be regarded as a bonafide collegiate discipline: "There is a lot of 'tommyrot'
about public speaking classes," he said. "They
lead more to dramatics than to a marked improvement in pronunciation, enunciation and
personal magnitude on the platform." 18 Nevertheless, the fundamentals of public speaking
were firmly entrenched in the curriculum, and
the course became a requirement for teacher
certification in West Virginia.
Dr. Harry E. Mueller succeeded Hannah M.
Cundiff as head of the Music Department in
1930. A graduate of both the New England and
Cincinnati Conservatories, Dr. Mueller had
been awarded an honorary doctorate by the Capitol College of Oratory and Music. More so
than any member of the music faculty, Mueller
established a close rapport between the college
and the city. By involving the community in
active musical participation, Dr. Mueller enlisted considerable public support for the musical
programs of the college. Widely known in the
area as a conductor, Harry Mueller was also the
organist and choir director in the First Presbyterian Church in Huntington. He developed a
successful college-community symphony or-
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chestra, a concert band and a colorful marching
band; but it was Dr. Mueller's mixed chorus of
eighty voices that ultimately surpassed the capabilities of the instrumental organizations.
One of the more eminently qualified professors on the campus was Dr. Howard Taylor (of
Spencer), an instructor in the Department of
Business Administration. Taylor had earned a
Ph.D. degree in the University of Illinois in
business subjects, while at the same time he was
a certified public accountant. During his threeyear tenure (1935-1938) at the college, Dr. Taylor taught courses in corporation finance and
accounting.
3. Students: Life and Leisure
In a real sense the Appalachian region was
typical of the American "Bible Belt" in that the
mountain people were fundamentalist sectarians. Since the students at Marshall College
(prior to 1957) were required to state their religious affiliation (or preference) on registration
forms, it is worthy of mention that in 1935 only
14% of the students were unaffiliated with a
church organization; and in a student body of
1,950, no student in the college professed to be
an atheist. For the first time ever (1935), one
student was listed as a member of the Unitarian
Fellowship. There was a scattering of both Mormons and Jews in the student body; and in order
that the Jewish students might have "a home
away from home," a chapter of B'nai Brith Hillel was established at the college. There were
nearly a hundred Catholic students on the campus (in 1940) holding membership in the Marshall chapter of the Newman Club; but, as one
would surmise, the Methodists, Baptists and
Presbyterians were in the numerical ascendancy. In general, it can be said that most Marshall
College students appeared somewhat naive when
they attempted to discuss - much less argue theological or philosophical tenets with the
more sophisticated students from the Northeastern states.
As was true elsewhere in the country, the
Great Depression sharply curtailed student participation in the more expensive forms of entertainment, such as foreign or even domestic travel. Larry Tippett (class of 1937) observed that:
"People tend to remember the past as being
better, and yet it really wasn't. Things were not
so great then," he recalled, "but we appreciated
everything more simply because we didn't have

Alma Mater in the Torch Cert!mony

much." The students at Marshall perforce spent
much time listening to the radio, playing bridge
and attending motion picture shows and athletic
events. In the spring and summer there were
picnics in Ritter Park and boat excursions on
the Ohio River.
Dances were held in the Shawkey Union to
the music of Frances Varnum (Mrs. Jack Meek)
and her orchestra, accompanied by the talented
Hayes Brothers. (Buddy Hayes later joined
Lawrence Welk's orchestra.) Since it was the
era of the big bands, the students were occasionally privileged to dance at Vanity Fair to the
music of such visiting orchestra leaders as Blue
Baron, Les Brown and his "Band of Renown"
and Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians. In
fact, Fred Waring composed for Marshall students a "fight and pep song" for a male chorus,
entitled "Marshall, Marshall," which, to the delight of the students, Waring played in 1940
over the Columbia Broadcasting Network.

Of course, it did not cost anything for the
students to attend the weekly assembly programs in Old Main auditorium. As a form of
entertainment, the assembly programs were of
uneven merit, ranging in their appeal from incredibly dull to extremely interesting. Dean Otis
Wilson of the Teachers College was convinced
that some of the assembly programs were a peculiar species of punishment inflicted upon an
innocent student body. The Dean - who never
lacked for words - complained to President Allen about an especially boring program that he
had just attended: "It'was a drab affair," he said,
"so dirge-like as to elicit no applause ... the
preachers never smiled at any time; they were
long-faced, pious and sad. They talked of Moses, St. Paul and the Talmud; then they insisted
the students come to church on Sunday."
But this was not the only uninspiring chapel
program in Old Main. The student consensus
was that the faculty presentation of George Ber-
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nard Shaw's Candida was nothing short of a
histrionic fiasco. As thespians, the professors'
dramatization of Shaw's classic was a mockery,
and fortunately there is no indication that the
professors ever repeated such a travesty. Perhaps somewhat more interesting to the students
was Dr. Charles Hedrick's lecture on "Abraham
Lincoln," but the brilliant interpretation of
Shakespeare, as rendered by the popular Dr.
William Lyon Phelps of Yale University, received tumultous applause! At the close of his
lecture, the students rushed pell mell against the
wings of the stage, making it all but impossible
for "Billy" Phelps to make his exit from the
auditorium.
Some of the other assembly programs were
also fascinating! One of the guest speakers in
1938 was Sergeant Alvin York, the unlettered
but highly decorated Tennessee mountain boy,
who became one of the celebrated heroes of the
First World War. It will be recalled that Sergeant York had been a member of a patrol that
was sent out to neutralize German machine gun
nests in the Argonne Forest at Hill 223. The
sergeant single-handedly killed twenty-eight
Germans and forced 132 others to surrender.
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Sergeant York, in his very ungrammatical Tennessee brogue, related in lucid detail his wartime experiences, much to the delight of the
students. After his speech, the history professor,
Dr. H. G. Toole, who had himself won a Croix
de Guerre in the war, asked the fastidious Lee
Wolford (business) how he liked the Sergeant's
address. Wolford rather smugly stated that Sergeant York "certainly butchered the English
language," to which the testy Toole rejoined:
"Yes, and he butchered a hell of a lot of Germans too." 19
The students apparently relished the musical
selections rendered in the assemblies. As stated
above, the music to the college alma mater was
composed by Dr. Clarence E. Haworth of the
English Department, while the lyrics were written by the Professor's son, James R. Haworth, a
local journalist. Dr. Harry Mueller of the Music
Department arranged the composition of the
alma mater for both orchestra and band. The
deep and colorful tonal effects of the a capella
singing in the Madrigal Club were a source of
pleasure to the audience. When Mueller's Madrigal Chorus of sixty-five vocalists sang Handel's Hallelujah Chorus in an assembly program

(1938) their voices were transmitted over the
network of the National Broadcasting Company
through an arrangement effected with Station
WL W in Cincinnati.
Perhaps the most novel assembly program of
the era was a television demonstration in 1935,
which originated in the studios of a local radio
station, WSAZ. Nor is it difficult to imagine the
rapt attention the students gave to a Marshall
Psychology Professor, Dr. Elsworth Bowers,
when he hypnotized three students on the stage
of the auditorium. When the regularly scheduled
assemblies were discontinued (1940), it is conceivable that many students felt that Marshall
had lost something of intrinsic value; but there
were still the elaborate graduation ceremonies
of prolonged duration.
The commencement programs of the Allen era
may have lacked some of the pomp and ostentation that had characterized those of the Shawkey period, when the college conferred honorary
degrees upon such personages as Vice President
Curtis, Ambassador Morrow and Coach Fielding Yost. During the Allen years, the State
Board of Education limited the number of honorary degrees that the college might confer.
During Shawkey's administration, nearly all of
the commencement speakers and laureates of
degrees had been members of the Republican
Party, but Dr. Allen was cautious to avoid any
manifestation of political favoritism - especially
during an election year. He wrote Dr. Carl Snavely, the President of the American Council on
Education, that he had "to keep clear of 'old
dealers' and 'New Dealers'." Allen said he
couldn't "have an active politician in a statesupported school this year (1936)," which was a
Presidential election year. 20
Nevertheless, the commencement exercises of
the Allen years were colorful events. Beginning
with a spring festival on the college green, three
hundred coeds - coached by Ruth Robinson and
clad in the native costumes of Denmark,
Czechoslovakia and Finland - executed foik
dances around the May pole. Following this
Terpsichorean score was the traditional Marshall College Torch Ceremony. The graduation
exercises were extended over five days, before
the last diploma was finally handed out on the
stage of the Keith-Albee Theater.

******
D~ring the Allen years, the college was acute-

ly strickened during the winter of 1937 by the
rampaging waters of the Ohio River - the worst
flood since 1913. As the students rowed their
boats across Sixteenth Street, it was suggestive
of Washington's crossing the Delaware. Classes
were suspended for several days, and the waters
even reached the rafters of the Shaw key Student
Union building. Since the flood coincided with
the semester examination period, the students
escaped the ordeal of further testing. Their semester standing was computed on the basis of
the grades already recorded in the teachers' record books. The flood inflicted $200,000 worth
of damages to Hodges and Laidley Dormitories,
which at the time were still under construction.
As a precautionary measure against typhoid fever, four hundred students were vaccinated. Furthermore, the property losses to individuals in
the wake of the flood were so great that the
students felt impelled to present in the assembly
a "Major Bowes-type Amateur Hour," the proceeds from which were donated to the flood
victims.

The Great Flood of 1937

Marshall College, since 1920, had somehow
been able at irregular intervals to snatch a share
of national publicity, however ephemeral it
might have been. This included not only pictures
of students rowing to their classes in canoes, but
as cited earlier, drilling for natural gas on the
campus, coeds attending summer classes in
shorts, a new student union building featured in
a magazine; and, indeed, when famous men were
accorded honorary degrees at the college, the
recipients, as well as the college itself, were
cited in the national news media.
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The Great Flood of 1937

Marshall, however, received more prolonged
national exposure at the New York World's Fair
in 1939, when miscellaneous items relating to
the institution were placed on display in the
West Virginia section of the American College
Center. This collegiate exhibit, entitled One
Hundred Years of Marshall College, included
photographs of the campus, catalogues, commencement programs and copies of the Chief
Justice and the Marshall Review. Journalism
students, in connection with their annual itinerary, sailed from Norfolk to New York in order
to participate in the observance of "Marshall
College Day" at the Fair on September 12, 1939.

******
As stated earlier, ex-President Lawrence Corbly had once said that his only objection to the
students at Marshall College was that they spent
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too much time studying; certainly that condition
changed dramatically in the years ahead! Some
faculty members had complained to President
Shawkey that Marshall was admitting too many
"indolent and incompetent" students; and apparently some of the faculty members were of
the same opinion during the Allen years. Moreover, the faculty seemed appalled at the students' misuse of the English language. A poll of
the professors, taken in 1938, disclosed that
while they considered the students to be "friendly, candid and sincere," a majority of the faculty
also regarded them as "lazy and incompetent."21
Dean William Greenleaf, who in 1931 had been
hopeful that an honor system could be established at the college, became disillusioned after
he received reports of students' "cribbing" on
examinations. Dr. Allen's attitude was somewhat more philosophical: "Academic honesty is
the most important of all types of honesty," he

1937 flood waters lapped at Old Main's gate

said, "because it is unprotected by the police." 22
The consensus of faculty opinion was that the
instructors themselves would have to continue to
serve as police.
Though the students' deportment at Marshall,
as elsewhere, was not always exemplary, sometimes a college administrator also failed to conform to conventional canons of civility in his
(her) relations with students. Dean Otis Wilson
reported to the President (1938) that a responsible official in the business office was acting
irresponsibly, and that her behavior was the antithesis of what a college administrator should
exemplify. Dean Wilson complained that: "She
heaps indignities and abuses upon unoffending
students; she berates them, demeans them - and
she acts wildly, not mildly - not sanely but insanely." The Dean also said that: "So mad does
she get that the victims feel that the underworld
demons have been unleashed and are before
him." Dean Wilson asked President Allen if
there was not some way "to protect the students
from such a college official." 23 (One is left to

wonder what type of protection Allen recommended.)
The time had not yet arrived at Marshall
(1935-1942) when the national social fraternities were ready to consider the college as a potential domicile for their chapters. Though the
decade of the 1930's was the period when college
fraternities attained the pinnacle of their prestige on most campuses, these Greek-letter organizations still regarded Marshall as primarily a
"teachers college" and, therefore, "off-limits."
It could be that the fraternities at Marshall
reached their nadir during the Allen period
(1935-1943). There were in 1938 three local fraternities at the college and one regional organization - Kappa Alpha Order. The Dean of Men,
Peter Carmichael, declared in 1936 that: "No
fraternity had maintained a passing average"
during the previous year. Shortly thereafter, Phi
Tau Alpha did manage to attain a "C" average.
Dean Carmichael further stated that: "All of the
fraternities save one are in debt," and he disclosed that on a given weekend during the 1935-
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1936 academic year "eleven of the twelve boys
who were arrested were fraternity men." 24
Another untoward incident that provoked
more than local censure involved the crude antics of the Phi Kappa Nu Fraternity. In connection with its so-called "hell week," on a bitterly
cold night (in 1942), three of the fraternity
pledges were stripped of all of their clothes and
ejected from an automobile on a downtown
street. As the boys "streaked" down the avenue,
they were, of course, arrested. This kind of obscene horseplay provoked indignation from several quarters, including the office of Bishop U.
V. Darlington of the Methodist Episcopal Diocese and from the National Interfraternity
Council. Cries of revulsion were also heard from
as far away as Alabama and Pennsylvania. 25
It is possible that the fraternities at Marshall,
prior to the Second World War, might have
conformed to a more respectable social and academic credo had more of them been affiliated
with a national organization. The well established national societies, such as Sigma Chi and
Beta Theta Pi, attempted to indoctrinate their
chapter members with lofty scholastic ideals
and high moral principles. Furthermore, the national offices of such fraternities offered their
chapters, not only wise counsel, but also financial assistance, both of which were needed on
the Marshall campus at the time.
The sororities at Marshall College presented
a more commendable academic and social posture. Four of them were originally national educational societies; though confined to teachers
colleges, they had, nevertheless, acquired the
habiliments of full-fledged social organizations.
The Marshall chapters of these sororities were
Delta Sigma Epsilon (1921), Sigma Sigma Sigma (1922), Phi Kappa Sigma (1923), and Alpha
Sigma Alpha (1926). In addition, there were two
local sororities, Theta Rho and Kappa Tau Phi.
It is worthy of mention that Pauline Dunfee
(Douthat) of Huntingon, an alumna of Delta
Sigma Epsilon, served as President of the Huntington Panhellenic Council, one of the first
alumnae organizations of its kind in the United
States.
4. Financial Woes
President Allen was apparently far more concerned with sound scholarship than he was with
such fringe activities as fraternities and athletics. In theory, at least, he advocated total intel100

lectual application. He even discouraged students from working their way through college if
they could possibly avoid it; and, indeed, he expressed an unorthodox view of the college "work
ethic" when he said: "There is a false philosophy that it is an honor to work one's way
through school. Not only does the institution
frequently suffer from the burden, but the college courses . . . deserve the full time of the
student." He felt that: "The proper use of the
laboratory and library could require any amount
of the students' time outside of classrooms." 26
Dr. Allen was not being realistic; since the
better part of his administration was coeval with
the Great Depression, it was imperative that a
majority of the students be allotted some sort of
work-study assignment. Since many of the students applied for employment under the National Youth Administration (NY A), Allen wrote
Governor Homer Holt that: "Everybody wants
help, whether it be a Ford or a Packard." 27
There were 222 students in 1936 who were earning roughly $30 per month performing such
NY A jobs as typing, cataloguing library books,
grading instructors' test papers, sweeping dormitory floors and doing yeoman's work for the
athletic department. Since the average student
expenditure per year (in 1938) was $592, the
NY A defrayed nearly one-half of the expenses
of those employed. Considering Allen's aversion
to work-study programs, it no doubt surprised
him when he learned that the students employed
by the NY A maintained a higher grade-point
average than did fraternity or sorority members,
who for the most part were not working their
way through school. Though President Allen
constantly fretted about the difficulties of administering the National Youth Administration
on the camp_us, it is obvious that the largesse
afforded by the various New Deal agencies bolstered the college enrollment. (In 1940 there
were 1903 students in the college and 345 in the
laboratory school.)
Though· it was a time of financial stringency
for everyone, the morale of the students was
generally at a high level. As Larry Tippett, the
president of the senior class (1936-1937), remarked: "Money was still scarce, but Marshall
had a wealth of spirit." 28 lt is doubtful, however,
that President Allen's morale was ever as high
as that of the students. He found that the apparently insoluble financial problems left him with
"no time to give to the spirit of the institution."
He said the fiscal difficulties which confronted

the college "have harassed me almost beyond
endurance." Other Marshall administrators, before and since, would concur with Dr. Allen's
plaint that: "Uneasy is the head ... who wears
the title of 'college president'."29
Contributing heavily to President Allen's general discomfiture was the fact that the college
had no business manager or vice president for
finance; and he confessed that: "Dealing with
budgets and figures on a large scale brightens no
corners for me." Allen said he was tired of trying to administer the college on a budget "that is
not comparable to a good high school;" as late
as 1940 the college had no endowment whatever.
For these reasons Allen was at a loss to understand why alumni and other friends of the college were often clamoring for him "to expand
the institution;" especially was he piqued with
those who were demanding that Marshall be
designated "the University of Southern West
Virginia." "The very name 'university' would be
a liability," he tartly replied, "unless much
greater appropriations were forthcoming." 30
President Allen bewailed the various expenditures of federal and state funds that were being
committed to social services and relief projects.
As the result of such extravagance, he reiterated
his belief that the colleges were really the "forgotten man." Trying to please the taxpayers, he
said, posed several problems for him: While
there were those ill-advised zealots who wanted
the college to "expand," there were still others
who favored a policy of retrenchment - even
austerity; and to his disgust, these same economy-minded taxpayers were pleading with Allen
"to find a position at Marshall for their
friends." 31 (Certainly he could sympathize with
Shawkey on that score.)
What were some of the more specific fiscal
emergencies that confronted this distraught college executive? As mentioned before, there were
no funds available for retirement benefits, yet
several aging instructors wanted to retire but
could not afford to. The average salary of a
professor with a doctor's degree in 1939 was
only $2,500 per year, and yet, before the Depression several Marshall professors had earned in
excess of $4,000 annually. Dr. Allen declared (in
1939) that he had "lost four or five young
Ph.D.'s" because of the paltry remuneration the
budget allowed. He apprised his old Elkins
friend, Jennings Randolph, that: "Teachers colleges in Virginia were paying their professors
$500 to $1,000 more than West Virginia." And

he reminded James Wallen (1939) that: "You
will have to soft-pedal with much blushing when
you undertake to laud college education in West
Virginia." 32 He informed the Huntington editor, H. R. "Punk" Pinckard, that: "The elementary and high schools are in far better shape
than our colleges."
The most flagrantly inexcusable example of
discrimination against Marshall College was
that the state expenditure per student at Marshall College (1939) amounted to only one-fifth
as much as was allotted to the other state institutions. The cost per student (in 1939) at West
Virginia University was $619, while at Marshall
it was only $151. Dr. Allen told his successor,
Dr. John D. Williams, that he knew of no college that had given so much to society and yet
had received so little in return as had Marshall
College. 33
5. Marshall Celebrates a Centenary
1837-1937
In spite of the financial malaise that perennially blighted the strickened college, President
Allen was enthusiastic about the prospects of
commemorating the one hundredth anniversary
of the founding of the institution. Allen believed
that such a celebration would help to atone for
the failure of the college to sponsor an inaugural
ceremony in 1935 when Allen succeeded to the
presidency. "The centennial will take care of
that," he said. Though money was scarce in
1937, the state finally provided a total of
$815.75, which was supplemented by much
larger sums contributed by private donors and
by the Federal government. Moreover, the college sponsored a "tag day" on the campus,
which yielded a modicum of funds. Virtually all
of the resources of the school were harnessed in
support of the celebration, but since Marshall
had not observed its silver, golden or diamond
jubilees, there was no precedent to serve as a
guide for the sponsors of the Centennial. The
alumni association, whose centennial chairman
was Judge Charles Ferguson of Wayne, cooperated with an ad hoc faculty committee under the
direction of R. I. Roudebush. Throughout the
year (1937), to quote Page Pitt: "Dr. Allen displayed finesse, diplomacy, dignity and gentility." 34
Through the media of the spoken and written
word, and by means of such art forms as sculpturing, music, drama and the dance, the tradi-
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Interior Shawkey Student Union, about 1940

tions and achievements of the college were vividly portrayed. Erudite men huddled together in
symposia and on stage, where they paid obeisance to the glory of learning and to the memory
of such patriarchs of old as John Laidley and
Thomas Hodges. Joseph Jablonski, the artist,
designed a commemorative medallion honoring
John Marshall, and Dr. Albert Halley composed
a pendaric ode which he dedicated to the Centennial. Rufus Switzer (class of 1875) presented
a bronze plaque to Old Main, on which was
embossed sage counsel uttered by Herbert Spencer. The editor, Clyde Wellman (class of 1908),
sketched the development of the college, and
Paul Whiteman, the acknowledged "King of
Jazz," came to town and furnished music at the
Centennial ball, held at Vanity Fair. (It seems
that Whiteman enjoyed the dance as much as
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did the students and alumni.)
Throughout the year (1937), a never-ending
succession of historical episodes was enacted,
but perchance the most memorable of them all
was the dedication of the murals in the main
reading room of the Morrow Library. The murals were the artistic handiwork of Marion Vest
Fors of the Art Department, who had for more
than a year committed her talents, gratis, to the
execution of the murals - the first ever in West
Virginia. Since the murals were to adorn the
main reading room of the library, it was appropriate that Mrs. Fors should delineate scenes
taken from literature; so why not choose a West
Virginia author? She selected Melville Davisson
Post's The Mountain School Teacher as the
subject of one of her panels. In three episodes,
within a single painting, she epitomized Post's

allegory of a modern Christ-like man, who suffers and is killed because he emulates Christ in
doing good, only to displease the village minister, the sheriff and the physician in the mountain community.
The Teachers College was symbolized in a log
school that depicted the original Marshall
Academy, while the College of Arts and Sciences was represented by a young chemist, a
musician's metronome and a student's textbook.
The modern industrial state, she portrayed by a
coal tipple and an oil derrick, which were superimposed in the background of the mural. 35
The dedicatory address was given by Dr. Morris P. Shawkey, who said he would always "feel
grateful to the divine providence" who had made
it possible for him to take an active part in the
development of the college. The murals were
accepted for the state by Colonel John Baker

White, the President of the Board of Control. 36
President Allen had often expressed the opinion that Marshall College had never sufficiently
honored, nor fully appreciated, the illustrious
jurist for whom the college was named; and yet
few institutions of higher education in America
have been privileged to bear such a distinguished
appellation as has Marshall College. (The alumni can forever be thankful that the college was
not saddled with such a nondescript name as
Slipping Rock State or Mountain State Normal.) It had been Dr. Allen's hope that a philanthropist would endow a "John Marshall Chair
of Political Science." Though that aspiration
was not to be realized, the college did offer
unstinted tribute to John Marshall during the
year of the centenary.
If modesty and humility are the attributes of a
great man, no one was ever more humble and
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Charles Marshall Scott unveils a bust of his famous ancestor during Centennial celebrations, 1937.

self-effacing than was 'The Great Chief Justice.'
"The events of my life are so unimportant,"
Marshall once said, "and they have been of so
little interest to anybody outside of my immediate family as to render them not worth preserving." 37 The learned jurist would no doubt have
been happily surprised could he have borne witness to the encomiums heaped upon him on that
day in June, 1937, on the occasion of the dedication of the Marshall statue-bust on the campus
of the college that bears his name.
The marble image was designed and executed
by Robert Fleisch, a Washington architect in
the employ of the Federal Arts Project. Joseph
Jablonski of the Marshall Art Department designed the pedestal, which was funded by the
Marshall Panhellenic Council. The statue-bust,
made of Cararra and Alabama marble, is twice
the life-size of the subject. The dedicatory ad-

104

dress was rendered by J. F. T. O'Connor, the
Comptroller of the United States Treasury,
while the unveiling of the statue was performed
by Charles Marshall Scott of Huntington, the
eleven-year-old great-great-grandson of the
Chief Justice.
Still another permanent contribution to the
college, initiated during the Centennial year,
was the Marshall College Artists Series. It had
been President Allen's hope that the school
might develop a cultural program that would
serve to bring the college and the townspeople
closer together. Marshall was actually one of
the first institutions of higher learning in the
nation to serve as a patron of the performing
arts and in that role to present nationally renowned dramatic and musical artists to the local
citizenry. Curtis Baxter of the English Department assumed the directorship of this splendid

community service.
The first guest lecturer to appear on the Artists Series was Admiral Richard Evelyn Byrd,
the Virginian who discovered the South Pole.
Still other celebrities to follow during the year
of the Centenary were the actress, Cornelia Otis
Skinner, and Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
In commemoration of its one hundredth anniversary, the college commenced the publication
of the Marshall Reriew, which was edited by the
English Department. It was fitting that in the
first issue of the Reriew Dr. Charles Hedrick of
the History Department published an article entitled "John Marshall and the West."
The Centennial celebration was characterized
by a copious outpouring of florid rhetoric. Lectures relating to the role of higher education
were delivered by Dr. Chauncey Boucher, the
President of West Virginia University, and by
President Raymond R. Walters of the University of Cincinnati. Seventy-five institutions of
higher education sent delegates to the Centennial commencement exercises. Dr. Douglas Southall Freeman, the eminent biographer of Robert E. Lee and the editor of the Richmond News

Leader, was the principal speaker. If there were
any combative West Virginians in the audience
who still harbored ill will toward the Old Dominion, Dr. Freeman quickly disarmed them. In
his own inimitable manner of speech, Dr. Freeman, who regarded Marshall College as his
"adopted alma mater," said in part: "I bring
greetings from your grandmother, Virginia, who
never· has ceased to love you and daily has reason to be proud of you." 38 At the close of the
exercises, honorary degrees were conferred
upon Dr. Freeman, J. F. T. O'Connor and Colonel John H. Long, the President of the Huntington Publishing Company.
Approximately five thousand people gathered
together in the Ritter Park amphitheater on two
successive evenings to witness a historical pageant dramatizing the vicissitudes, as well as the
"glory days," in the history of Marshall College.
Based in part upon a sketch of the college written by Colonel George Wallace, the pageant entitled Arches of the Years - was the literary
creation of Buell 8. Whitehill and Otis Ranson
of the Department of Speech.
Not since the Morrow Library was erected in

The procession at the Centennial commencement
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1930 had the legislature made any provisions for
new buildings on the campus; but as a project
funded by the Federal Works Program of the
New Deal, three new buildings had been constructed and were dedicated (in 1937) as one
phase of the Centennial celebration. These additions to the plant were Laidley and Hodges
Halls, which cost $300,000, and the Albert Gallatin Jenkins Teacher Training School, built at
a cost in excess of $200,000. The flood of January 1937, precluded occupancy of these buildings until the fall of 1937. (A cafeteria building
was constructed later [1941] at a cost of
$130,000.)
The Centennial observance undoubtedly enriched the general tone and character of Marshall College; if for no other reason, it instilled
pride in the institution. While the Centennial
served as a powerful spiritual and intellectual
tonic, it likewise bequeathed to the college a
number of tangible and permanent accouterments, such as the Artists Series, the library
murals and the statue-bust of Chief Justice
Marshall.
6. Athletics: The age of Cam
Henderson, Phase One
Coach Camden Henderson's football team
brought the Centennial celebration to a happy
ending in the fall of 1937, when his undefeated
team won the championship of the Buckeye Athletic Conference. As an aftermath of the Centennial, Henderson's basketball team likewise
captured the Buckeye Conference title (1938).
President Allen had been a friend and colleague of Cam Henderson at Davis and Elkins
College, when Coach Henderson's football team
had once defeated the Navy, as well as the West
Virginia University Mountaineers. When Dr.
Allen became President of Marshall College in
1935, he appointed Henderson to the dual position of football and basketball coach.
More than anyone in the athletic history of
Marshall College, Cam Henderson has become
a legend. Born on a farm in Marion County,
West Virginia in 1890, Eli Camden Henderson
was a graduate of Salem College (West Virginia). Before assuming his coaching duties at Davis and Elkins, he had been a high school principal in Bristol (West Virginia) and a coach at
Shinnston High School and at Salem and Muskingum Colleges.
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Cam Henderson, coach

Coach Henderson's career at Marshall extended over two decades, during which time his
record as a coach of the two major sports has
never been eclipsed. No athletic mentor in the
history of Marshall College ever evoked such
intense loyalty and admiration from the fans as
did Cam Henderson. An alumni committee, in
1941, expressed the consensus when it resolved
that: "Henderson is one of the finest if not the
best coach in the land."
After his first year at Marshall, Mr. Henderson rejected the position as head coach at North
Carolina State College, a position made available when Carl Snavely went to Cornell University. Perhaps to discourage his leaving Marshall, Henderson's admirers built for him a
commodious home near the college campus. At a
later date, Henderson's friends in the Huntington area awarded him an automobile and a trophy as tokens of their esteem. 39
Cam Henderson was an athletic innovator. He
was one of the first coaches in the country to use
blocking machines, and he collaborated with

"Pop" Warner in contriving the double-wing
formation in football. Cam invented the zone
defense in basketball, while Claire Bee and other athletic authorities credit him with having
originated the "fast break." Before he died in
1956, the "Old Man" had won innumerable athletic accolades, including membership in both
the West Viginia Sportswriter's Hall of Fame
and in the Helms Foundation Hall of Fame.
During his last year (1955) as a basketball coach
at Marshall, Cam was elected the "West Virginia Coach of the Year." In the famed Cow Palace
arena in San Francisco there is on display today
a bronze plaque "Dedicated to the memory of
Coach Eli Camden Henderson."
Henderson was a past master in the art of
recruiting. During the long, lean years of the
Great Depression, when dire poverty stalked the
hills and vales of the Mountain State, Cam Henderson correctly surmised that in the coal fields
and steel towns of West Virginia there were
many Polish and Italian boys who would be
happy to trade their exceptional athletic prowess for a college education. As a recruiter of
these "hungry athletes," Henderson was without
a peer. 40
Though Cam Henderson has often been con-

sidered pre-eminently a basketball coach par
excellence, his record on the gridiron was sometimes equally impressive. Though his first season (1935) at Marshall was disappointing, the
following year his team won six games; and in
1937 the Big Green clinched the Buckeye Conference title when Bob Adkins romped eighty
yards in the snow to score a decisive touchdown
against the University of Dayton. This was a
banner year, when Marshall had two excellent
football players who were equally proficient as
scholars. The quarterback, Herbert Royer, and
the little All-American end, William Smith,
were both honored by the college, which presented them with a plaque and silver loving cup.
Marshall was evicted from the Buckeye Conference in 1938, and there is still some question
as to exactly why. Ohio officials accused the
Marshall Athletic Department of recruiting violations, but it seems plausible to assume that the
Buckeyes were envious of Henderson's remarkable success as coach of the two major sports. As
an "independent" until 1948), Marshall produced such lurninarie of the gridiron as Andy
D Antoni (Co-captain, 1940), Ed Ulinski ( ocaptain, 1941), Jim Pearcy o-captain, 1941),
Sam Clagg ( o-captain, 1942), Harold Willey

The Buckeye championship team of 1937
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and Jackie Hunt. 41 In fact, Henderson's grid
teams continued to establish enviable records; in
1939 the Herd defeated the Gobblers of Virginia
Tech and the Redskins of Miami University.
It could be that Jackie Hunt of Huntington, a
remarkable broken field runner, was the most
publicized football player of the Henderson era and perhaps in the entire history of the college.
Grantland Rice, the dean of sports writers, said
in 1940 that Hunt was: "The best all-round back
in the nation." Rice felt that had Marshall defeated more formidable teams, Hunt would have
been elected to the All-American team. He was,
however, elected to the little All-American team,
when he set a national record in 1940 by scoring
a total of twenty-seven touchdowns - a record
surpassed only once in sports history. In 1941
Jackie Hunt caught all nine passes and thus
helped Marshall to defeat a powerful Wake Forest eleven. 42 In this Wake Forest' classic, Louis
de Polo scored two touchdowns and Gunner
Gatski gained two points by executing a safety.
Adding zest and college spirit to the football
contests was Dr. Harry Mueller's colorful
marching band that presented field maneuvers
in Fairfield Stadium. At the half-time, sixtyseven men and one lone coed (Sarah Locke, who
played the lyre) - smartly dressed in their Kelly
Green and White uniforms - presented stirring
military marches and sang, "We are the sons of
John Marshall." At the basketball games,
played at Vanity Fair, these "Sons of Mueller"
likewise enthralled the spectators with such traditional favorites as "Against the Green and
White" and the Marshall fight and pep song,
"Marshall, Marshall," that had been composed
by Fred Waring.
During Coach Henderson's nineteen exciting
years as a basketball coach at Marshall, his
team won 358 and lost 158 games. Not only did
the college win the Buckeye Conference crown
in 1937, but also that year it defeated the University of California (Berkeley) and the powerful
Long Island University squad.
In 1939 the Big Green played the Beavers of
City College in New York in the City College
gymnasium before an audience of one thousand
spectators. The Thundering Herd inflicted upon
City College the first defeat (68-26) that the
Beavers had ever suffered on their own court.
Jack Morlock, who led the Marshall cagers,
broke the scoring record on the CCNY court,
with twenty- six points. Jule Rivlin set up many
of Morlock's goals with his methodical floor
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Jack Hunt

directions and accurate passes. So fascinated
was the audience with Henderson's zone defense, which "generated" the fast break, that the
Marshall players were given a standing ovation
as they left the gymnasium. Henderson also
coached champion basketball teams from 1938
through 1940, an epochal period in Marshall
athletic history, which has sometimes been
called the "Reign of Rivlin." Cam once said that
Rivlin was the greatest basketball player that he
ever coached at Marshall College. 43
At the outset of Henderson's tenure (1935),
President Allen had said that: "A moderate attitude toward athletics is helpful to the student
body." But in view of the plaudits that Henderson and his teams increasingly received, Allen lamented that athletics had "dwarfed the
other activities of the institution." Could it be
that Allen had become a little jealous of "Crafty
Cam?" Allen said ruefully that: "Cam is in the
headlines every morning, but the President of
the college is never mentioned unless he makes a
foolish remark in a poor speech." Dr. Allen
seemed a bit peeved because Coach Henderson
had been "photographed fore and aft, horizon-

vealed that certain athletes' grades for the second semester (1938-1939) had been changed in
the office of W. E. Beetham, the registrar.
When Dean Otis Wilson and several instructors
began to suspect that irregular alterations had
been effected, a faculty committee of five conducted an investigation. It was found that the
perpetrators of the crime, through the application of chemical processes, had altered the
grades of eleven students. President Allen, however, was quick to remind the wary President of
Morris Harvey College, Leonard Riggleman,
that three of the students, whose grades had
been changed, were actually not athletes at all.
(This could have been a ploy.) The culprits were
apparently never discovered nor apprehended.
Though W. E. Beetham, the registrar, was innocent of any complicity he, nevertheless, resigned
the position and was succeeded in 1940 by Luther E. Bledsoe, the Deputy Director of the National Youth Administration in West Virginia.
As for the athletes, whose grades had been revised upward, there is no evidence that they were

Jule Rivlin & Leo Byrd

tally and vertically." Though Allen conceded
that Cam had a "great team," still he deplored
the excessive publicity that Cam was receiving.
"Cam is the hero of this community," he ejaculated. "I am just the president of the college."
Allen was so annoyed because "the athletes have
stolen the show" that he even favored "a revival
of literary contests." (They were revived in
1979.) President Allen blamed the local newspapers for "playing up athletics," and he complained because the press published so little
about the academic programs of the college.
"Yet on the campus," Allen said, "the academic
work and social programs are talked about more
so than athletics." 44 (This was probably true,
since the Big Green Club and other off-campus
supporters were usually more enthusiastic about
athletics than were the administration and professors - or even the students.)
A painfully embarrassing incident occurred at
the college in November, 1939, when it was re-

Luther Bledsoe - Registrar
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Marshall plays Toledo in 1942 game at the old Radio Center

ever declared ineligible to participate in athletic
contests. 45

***

* **

*

In summary, what were the salient accomplishments of the Allen regime (1935-1942)? Despite the embarrassment caused by the incident
in the registrar's office, the Allen years, nevertheless, represented the acme of athletic
achievement in Marshall College. Allen's administration will likewise be remembered, not
only for initiating graduate work and the bachelor of science degree, but also for bringing about
a general improvement in the professional qualifications of the faculty. Moreover, the construction of four new buildings made for a more
nearly adequate physical plant. 46 The Centen-
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nial celebrations of 1937 inculcated a wholesome institutional pride on the part of both students and alumni, and the resulting Artists Series would become the envy of more affluent
institutions elsewhere.
Dr. Allen was sixty-six years of age in 1942,
and he had undoubtedly become weary of trying
to administer a college of nearly 2,000 students
on what he called "a high school budget." After
his resignation became effective in July, 1942,
the Board of Education conferred upon him the
title of "President Emeritus of Marshall College." Dr. Allen lived until 1950 - long enough to
finish rearing a family of five boys and a girl.
Regretfully, he passed away before his firstborn,
James Edward Allen, Jr., was appointed by
President Richard M. Nixon as the United
States Commissioner of Education. (James E.

Allen, Jr., who was awarded an honorary degree
by Marshall College in 1958, later died in an air
crash in the Grand Canyon in Arizona.)

******
Upon the expiration of President Allen's seven-year tenure (1942), the United States had
become deeply enmeshed in the Second World
War. Allen's successor would, therefore, be in

office during extremely difficult times. There
were few lessons that the college could learn as a
result of its participation in the First World
War - simply because its involvement in that
conflict had been of minimal importance; but in
1942, Marshall comprised two colleges, a graduate division, a much larger physical plant and
a student body of approximately two thousand;
thus, the institution was now in a far better
position to contribute to the defense of freedom.
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CHAPTER VI
MARSHALL GOES TO WAR - THE WILLIAMS ERA,

1942-1946

Dr. John Davis Williams became the sixth
President of Marshall College on August 1,
1942. A native of Newport, Kentucky, Dr. Williams' academic training was more extensive
than that of any of his predecessors in the Marshall College Presidency. He had earned both a
bachelor's and a master's degree from the University of Kentucky and a doctorate in education
in Columbia University. His professional experience included, not only a school superintendency in his native state, but he had also organized for the Tennessee Valley Authority the
school system of the "TV A city" of Norris, Tennessee, near Knoxville.

John D. Williams, President, 1942-1946

At the time of his appointment to the Presidency of Marshall College, Williams was a Professor of Education and Director of the Teacher
Training School in the University of Kentucky

116

in Lexington. When he removed to Huntington
in 1942, Dr. Williams was thirty-nine years of
age and a man of engaging manners and attractive personal appearance. Throughout his relatively brief tenure as President of Marshall,
Williams was popular with the college community and with the general public; but since his
tenure as president corresponded with the war
years, this unhappy coincidence made for an
abnormal situation which seriously retarded
both the academic as well as the physical growth
of the college.

******
The Great Depression had been the most pervasive influence upon Marshall College during
the Shawkey and Allen years. Indeed, it was the
Depression - global in its scope - that had germinated in Germany the political seed that
spawned Adolph Hitler. Thus, the Second
World War, which was in large measure precipitated by the totalitarian states, was basically an
outgrowth of the Depression itself; and while
the war economy served as an antidote to the
Depression, still the exigencies of the Second
World War created for Marshall College their
own unique problems with which the Williams
administration was obliged to grapple.
There is little doubt that the Marshall students of this pre-war period were somewhat better informed about world affairs than were their
counterparts at the time of the First World War.
The later generation had begun to man ifest
some interest in public affairs, since there had
existed on the campus the International Relations Club and the Institute of Public Affairs.
Moreover, noted authorities in the area of international relations - including Tyler Dennett of
Princeton and Fred Rippy of the University of
Chicago - had given lectures and conducted
seminars at the college. The students had at
least been-made aware of the erosion of international morality, as exemplified in Japan's undeclared war upon China; by Hitler's repudiation
of the Versailles Treaty, and by Mussolini's
ruthless aerial incursion in Ethiopia.
In general, the Marshall students and faculty
held no brief with German Naziism or Italian
Fascism; however, Dr. Rudolph Kuhlman, a professor of German at the college, was considered
by the Board of Education to have been "too
enthusiastic about Hitler." Thus, when Dr.
Kuhlman went on a trip to Germany in the sum-

mer of 1935, the Board failed to reappoint the
professor to his position at Marshall. The only
reason offered as to why Dr. Kuhlman was not
given a hearing was that: "It was not practical to
reach him in Germany." 1
Following the outbreak of hostilities in Europe in 1939, there seems to have been very little
perceptible sympathy on the campus for the aggressor nations. Particularly was this true after
Hitler's Luftwaffe and storm troopers made
short shrift of the Benelux countries and France
in the spring of 1940. Nevertheless, some people
on the campus were impressed with the destructive power of the German blitzkrieg. Dr. Leander B. Murdock, the Chairman of the German
Department, reported in 1940 a great increase in
enrollment in the German classes at the college.
"Because of Hitler's victories," Murdock said,
"people seem to think German will be the master
tongue before long, and they are trying to brush
up on it."2 (The local post of the American Legion complained about what appeared to have
been pro-Nazi sympathies expressed by Professor Murdock.)
It may have been done in jest, but an anonymous vandal, in 1940, tampered with the statuebust of John Marshall, ensconced at the en-

trance to the campus. The 'nose' of the "Chief
Justice" was chipped; his 'lips' were tinted red with rouge - and his countenance was made to
resemble a European dictator; but after America
became officially involved in the conflict in December, 1941, there was apparently no more
such mockery on the campus, nor were there any
students or faculty members arraigned before
their interrogators to answer for subversive
words or deeds. 3
West Virginia - like the "Fighting South" - as
described in a popular book by John Temple
Graves - was dedicated unreservedly to the prosecution of the war. During this war, unlike the
Korean and Vietnamese conflicts, the American
people had no doubts whatever as to the righteousness of their cause.
Marshall College was in a far better position
to contribute to the winning of the Second
World War than it was in 1917 when the institution was still a small junior college. A civil pilot
training program had been conducted at the college in the Department of Engineering Science
under the supervision of Professors Ambrose E.
McCaskey and John Zell. Under the auspices of
the Civil Aeronautics Board, approximately
thirty cadets, including a coed, had been en-

Air Cadets during World War II.
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rolled in a class called "Aeronautics 300,"
known locally as the "Marshall College Flying
Club." Beginning with such classroom subjects
as civil air regulations, meteorology and navigation, this academic regimen was supplemented
by thirty-five hours of flight instruction at the
nearby Chesapeake (Ohio) Airport. Finally,
after passing the required examinations, the cadets were awarded a pilot's license. 4 (When the
cadets sponsored a "Bundles for Britain" campaign in 1940, they acquired a German Messerschmidt plane for exhibition purposes.)
After the United States became a belligerent
in 1941, Marshall College acquired the FortySeventh College Training Detachment of the
Army Air Corps, and the school became a specialist training center for four hundred Army
aviation cadets. Also, the Navy Reserve Air Cadet Training Program at Marshall was expanded, and for a brief time the Army maintained on
the campus a preliminary training program for
glider pilots, but this program was discontinued
as the war moved toward a climax. 5 Ultimately,
a total of 1,600 service men received their basic
military training in Marshall College.
The selective quality of the cadets and the
patriotic impulses which motivated them served
to create an academic atmosphere conducive to
the learning process. Billeted in the Prichard
Hotel - eight blocks from the campus - and in
Hodges Hall ("Fort Hodges") on the campus,
the cadets ate their meals in the college cafeteria and were hospitably received by the coeds.
They were a heterogeneous consignment of
American youth, and since many of them hailed
from more northerly climes, they seemed surprised to discover that "it snowed in the South."
Because Mashall was still a comparatively small
college, it is likely that the cadets found the
environment friendlier and more personal than
would have been true in a larger institution.
It is redundant to say that during most of the
Williams' era the energy and resources of the
college were almost solely committed to winning
the war. More than half of the normal peacetime activities - including football - were eliminated for the duration; and the college was operated on an accelerated schedule, thus facilitating students' earning a baccalaureate degree
within three years. Since Dr. Williams had
some misgivings about the excessive emphasis
being placed upon technical subjects, he admonished that the cultural disciplines not be neglected.'
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The academic program pursued by the servicemen at Marshall was placed under the strict
supervision of the college administration and
faculty. Obviously, scientific courses constituted
the core of the military curriculum; a special
emphasis was placed upon, not only mathematics and physics, but also upon meteorology, radio technology and cartography; and yet the humanities were not omitted from the cadets'
course of study. History teachers stressed such
relevant topics as the recent history of Europe
and the Pacific area, as well as the nature and
causes of war. Political science instructors
taught courses relative to the government of the
totalitarian states and of Latin America. Since
geography had been a neglected subject everywhere - to the nation's shame - particular attention was directed to map reading and to the
political and physical geography of remote
places in the war zone that most people had
scarcely heard of. In view of the alarming number of men who had been rejected because of
physical disabilities (4-F's), it was natural that
the war would lend a renewed impetus to training in physical education. Since there was no
football team to coach, Cam Henderson taught
swimming classes to the servicemen.
State colleges everywhere proved during the
war years that they could be ideal training centers for military personnel, as well as other patriots. Virtually every discipline taught at Marshall was somehow made to demonstrate a relevance to the prosecution of the war. The Army
was so impressed with the Marshall Department
of Spanish that the Army later adopted (1946)
the Marshall method of teaching that language.
This elicited an inquiry from Benjamin Fine, the
Education Editor of the New York Times.7 The
Department of Home Economics joined the
Federal Smith-Hughes Vocational Program in
1943, and subscribing as it did to Napoleon's
theory that "an army fights on its stomach," the
department rendered valuable service in teaching dietetics and the techniques of food rationing and conservation. In fact, a young man from
Barboursville (Clair Gothard), who had majored
in home economics at the college, became the
chief chef in an American military hospital in
England.8
The Department of Journalism - always striving to be pragmatic - revised its curricula so as
to include courses in military journalism, combat reporting and public relations. Page Pitt
published an article in Collier's magazine, enti-

tied "Battle Bells," which described a historical
foundry at Hillsboro, Ohio, which produced
bells for the Navy. Though the Chief Justice
became a "war casualty," the "petticoat staff''
of the Parthenon - including the "bloomer button girls" (reporters) - bolstered morale on the
home front by publishing regular accounts of
derring do, committed on the firing line by Marshall students and alumni. Still another publication, the Marshall Review, devoted its spring
issue (1943) to articles written by faculty members, whose basic theme was, "What are we
fighting for?"
After the war gradually reached a crescendo,
the Marshall campus began to resemble a fortress, and the avenues leading to the college
resounded each day to the sombre chant of aviation cadets as they marched to and from their
billets in the Prichard Hotel. The big service
flags of both World Wars were proudly unfurled
in Old Main, and Dr. Gresham Toole, who had
been decorated by the French government in the
First World War, was appointed the campus
director of War Production and Reconstruction.
Under Toole's general direction, a college unit
of the Women's Voluntary Services prepared
seventeen thousand dressings within seventeen
months; and the women also darned countless
garments, gloves, caps, helmets and sweaters.
Dean Lillian Buskirk and Dr. Lucy Whitsel
were the coordinators of women's affairs for the
college, while Joe Donald Pollitt (English)
served as the campus warden of civil defense.
There were defense classes in home nursing,
first aid, social work, air raid protection and
ambulance driving. The martial spirit of the
Marshall campus was even reflected in the
choice of the commencement speaker in 1944,
when Governor Paul V. McNutt, the Federal
Manpower Commissioner, addressed the graduating class.
Enrollment at the college declined from a
peak of 2,177 students, when the war erupted in
1939, to a low ebb of 720 students in 1944. All,
save sixty, of the students were coeds, and before the veterans started coming home, Marshall might conceivably have been mistaken for
Randolph-Macon Women's College. Enrollment
declined precipitately in courses considered
most alien to the military effort, such as education, classical languages, art and music. In order
to salvage certain faculty positions, professors
were occasionally assigned to teach classes that
were not germane to their special field of com-

petence.
Since it was an ideological war, as well as a
global military confrontation, the Roosevelt administration addressed itself to the perpetuation
of hemispheric solidarity by fostering the "Good
Neighbor Policy" with Latin American countries. The Office of Inter-American Affairs in
Washington selected Marshall in 1943 as the
site of a regional center in which to promote
Pan-American good will. Funded by the national coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, the
Marshall Institute was designed to serve the
Pittsburgh area. Dr. Fred Rippy of the University of Chicago, an authority on Latin American
culture and no stranger to the college, dedicated
the Marshall facility in April 1943; and Dr.
Maurice Burnside, a Professor of Political Science at Marshall, was appointed the campus
director of the program. Burnside's tasks were
multifarious: in addition to trying to procure
scholarships to Latin American countries,
Burnside and his staff propagated information
pertinent to Latin American culture by means of
lectures, radio programs, film strips, exhibits
and through a special collection of literary materials deposited in the college library.'
Scarcely less noteworthy, the college was one
of 140 institutions chosen by the Federal Office
of Education to serve as a pivotal cultural center
for the maintenance of national morale in war
time. Located in the Morrow Library, the local
office contained an information booth pertinent
to the war, and it also sponsored a speakers'
bureau which was designed to disseminate information in behalf of freedom's cause. 10 These
speakers performed a patriotic service similar in
purpose to that of the "Four-Minute Men" of
the First World War. It is not possible to determine how effective these ideological programs
were in achieving their objectives. While the
local news media tried to convey the impression
that they were of vital significance, it is more
likely that their tangible impact was not really
of major importance.
Space will not permit even an enumeration of
all of the Marshall College family that contributed to the defeat of the Axis powers. Nearly
two thousand students and alumni served in the
Armed Services, and 94 of them made the "supreme sacrifice," including Lt. Robert E. Feymoyer, who posthumously won a Congressional
Medal of Honor. More than a score of Marshall
faculty members and former professors entered
various branches of the military service. Unlike
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the draft of the First World War, the Selective
Service Act placed these men (and women)
where they were most competent to serve; thus,
Marshall personnel contributed their expertise
as engineers, psychologists, linguists, chemists,
cartographers, mathematicians and physicists.
One Marshall alumnus and former instructor,
Dr. Alfred Dixon Callihan, was one of the original physicists associated with the Manhattan
Project that succeeded in isolating the isotope,
uranium-235, which succeeded in producing a
nuclear fission. Callihan later became· an Associate Director of Research at the Oak Ridge
National Atomic Laboratory in Tennessee, and
in 1955 he served as a delegate in Geneva, where
he presented a treatise pertaining to the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 11 (As mentioned elsewhere, Marshall later conferred an honorary
degree upon Dr. Callihan.)

The "S.S. Marshall Victory"
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Two members of the faculty of Political Science served on the home front in war-related
capacities. Dr. Conley Dillon was on leave to act
as the West Virginia Director of the Office of
Price Administration (O.P.A.): while Dr. Arvil
Harris served as a member of a regional war
labor board which mediated disputes in three
states between labor and management.
When one considers that Marshall College
had no medical nor engineering school - two
areas of critical importance in war time - the
contribution that the college did make was especially commendable. The Federal Government
was aware of that and was accordingly generous
in expressing its appreciation. The United
States Maritime Commission (in May, 1945)
honored the college, when it launched in Baltimore th "S.S. Marshall Victory," a ship displacing 10,800 tons. Fifty Marshall alumni attended
the christening ceremony, and Marshall students donated a library to the Victory ship,
which was soon commissioned as a troop carrier. 12 Since the college had provided the basic
training for 1,600 cadets, the United States
Army band acknowledged its gratitude to the
Marshall faculty and administration. Featuring
the history and traditions of the institution, the
Army Band presented a musical program entitled "Campus Salute," which was broadcast over
the Mutual Radio Network in November, 1949.
A veterans' club had been organized on the
campus as early as 1944; many of these veterans
were not strangers to Marshall at all, since they
had been cadets at the college during the war
years. These ex-servicemen and women constituted the most distinctive aspect of the student
body for several years to come. There were more
than five hundred veterans enrolled in 1946 thirty of whom were women who had been
"WACs" and . "W AVEs" and Women Marines. Since one half of the ex-servicemen were
married students, it became necessary that special housing facilities be provided. Many dwellings, garages and store rooms near the campus
were converted into living quarters, and the Federal Housing Administration came to the rescue
and constructed apartments made of prefabricated military surplus in the Donald Court section of Huntington. Also a "trailer town," called
"Green Village," emerged on the campus with
its own mayor and council type of student government.
The veterans were aided in their educational
program through the "G. I. Bill of Rights" and

Dr. Charles A. Hoffman, campus physician, 1944.

by a veterans' counselor (Fred Vinson), who occupied an office on the campus. Furthermore, a
guidance clinic, funded by the state, was established and remained operative until 1957. Professional counsel, involving emotional and vocational problems, was likewise made available by
the college Psychology Department, which
maintained a clinic under the supervision of
Professors Madeline Feil and Kenneth
Loemker. In general, the veterans were more
matured and more studious than were the other
students in the college. Most of them graduated
in three years, while at the same time they maintained a somewhat higher grade-point average
than did non-veterans. They were inclined to be
less tolerant of ineffectual teaching methods
and outmoded subject matter. For the most part,
the ex-servicemen were not interested in social
fraternities, dances, athletics and the other frills
usually identified with college life. Their domestic responsibilities in the "trailer town" preempted their attention. As was true in other
colleges, "GI Joe" made a wholesome contribution to the educational process, an achievement
that more than vindicated the government policy
of subsidizing their college education.
Though the Federal Government had financed
the academic program in which the army cadets
had been enrolled, financial tribulations, nevertheless, plagued the Williams' administration.

The legislative financial allocation per student
for Marshall continued to be the lowest in the
state, and as a result of such inexcusable parsimony and discrimination, 55% of the college
budget had to be collected from student fees.
President John D. Williams informed Senator
Rush Holt that "89% of the institutions accredited by the North Central Association averaged
a higher per student cost than Marshall." 13 But
in spite of this purblind financial practice, the
college was fortunate in having a capable administration and a competent faculty. Perhaps that
helps to explain why the North Central Association (in 1944) accorded Marshall an "Above
Average" rating. 14
The war years were understandably not a time
when the faculty and administration won many
academic or professional laurels. However, Dr.
Conley Dillon of the Political Science Department published a volume entitled Labor Conrentions, which in part was predicated upon his
study and experiences as a Commissioner at the
League of Nations in Geneva (1937). Moreover,
Dean Elsworth Bowers of the College of Arts
and Sciences was elected Chairman of the
American Conference of Academic Deans,
which was an organization of administrators
within the Association of American Colleges.
Aside from the contribution to the war effort,
perhaps the most enduring accomplishment of
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the Williams' administration had to do with its
success in exalting the professional standing of
the faculty. It was painful to recall how in previous years the college administration and the
Board of Education had for personal, partisan,
or ideological reasons arbitrarily discharged
faculty members without benefit of a hearing.
For much too long there had been a strong tendency on the part of preceding administrations
to control unilaterally the employment, promotion and tenure of faculty members, in spite of
the protests of th~ American Association of
University Professors. The time was past due
for Marshall College to safeguard the professional rights of its faculty members. During the
Williams' regime, the college at long last adopted explicit rules and regulations relating to the
employment, rank, promotion and tenure of faculty personnel. Furthermore, the faculty were
even allowed to assist in the formulation of such
guidelines. Moreover, these reforms went far
toward elevating the Marshall faculty to the status of dignified professional men and women. It
was also at this time that the legislature and the
Board of Education made provision for faculty
retirement benefits, even though for the most
part these pensions amounted to less than $100
per month. 15 Suffice to say, these achievements
should be ranked among the most progressive
measures ever adopted at Marshall College.
President Williams also entertained advanced
ideas concerning the inherent dignity of the human race. Like other thoughtful Americans, he
realized quite well that the American black soldier had fought in the recent war with "the
bravest of the brave;" and that he had been feted
for his heroism by both the American and foreign governments. It was inconceivable that the
Negro veteran would be willing to return to civil
life and resume his station in society as a "second-class" citizen. Williams' social attitudes
were a light year ahead of the lay citizenry of
Huntington, and as a matter of fact he was even
more open-minded than most members of the
college faculty.
At Williams' behest, the college affiliated, in
1945, with a national committee on inter-group
relations, sponsored by the American Council
on Education. Thus, the college for the first
time demonstrated a genuine interest in promoting interracial cooperation in the community.
Marshall was one of eight American institutions to inaugurate such a program. The local
committee disseminated literature, sponsored
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faculty-student seminars and conducted panel
discussions between college personnel and
townspeople. It is, of course, difficult to determine with exactitude just how successful the
committee was in realizing its objectives, and
after a year's trial it was disbanded. It is conceivable, however, that a more tolerant climate
of opinion was engendered. The college did - a
decade later - effect a hasty accommodation
with Federal court decisions relative to the civil
rights of minorities.
President Williams' quadrennium (19421946) as President of Marshall College had been
largely absorbed in the war against the Axis
Powers. Therefore, badly needed construction
projects had of necessity been left in abeyance.
While there were no major curricular innovations initiated during the Williams administration, at least the professional security of the
staff had for the first time been vouchsafed. It is
likely that had President Williams elected to
remain at Marshall, he would have contributed
materially to the post-war physical expansion
and academic improvement of the institution.
Dr. John D. Williams was in 1946 only fortythree years of age, and he aspired to a university
presidency: thus, when he was tendered the
Chancellorship of the University of Mississippi
(at Oxford) in July, 1946, he took the offer under advisement for several weeks. Considering
his liberal social views, he may for a while have
had qualms about removing from the Ohio Valley to the most conservative state in the Deep
South. Would the "culture shock" be too great
for him? Dr. Williams concluded that he would
risk it, so in September, 1946, he and his wife
and daughter departed for the Magnolia State.
Little could he foresee that he would fortuitously become embroiled (1962) in perhaps the most
publicized racial imbroglio in the history of
American higher education. 16

******
The post-war decades were to witness the
most spectacular physical and academic
changes ever effected in the history of American
higher education. At war's end, the physical
plants of virtually all colleges and universities in
the United States were woefully inadequate to
fulfill the needs of the great influx of students
who inundated the campuses. Faculties would
have to be doubled or tripled, and departmental
offerings would also have to be vastly increased.

In 1945, at least one half of the states did not
maintain a four-year medical, dental, nursing or
pharmacy school, nor could a student secure a
Ph.D. degree in a public-supported university in
forty percent of the states. All of these educational deficiencies would be corrected in the
generation ahead.
The Marshall faculty at the conclusion of the
war consisted of fewer than sixty teachers, and

there had not been a new classroom building
constructed on the campus since Northcott Hall
opened in 1915. Marshall College, like other
institutions across the land, was destined to
achieve more progress during the forthcoming
four decades than had been the case in all of its
previous years combined. In a literal sense,
Marshall "came of age" during the generations
following the Second World War.

American Women's Volunteer Service Surgical Dressings Unit (1941-42)
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CHAPTER VI - The Williams Era
'James E. Allen to J. C. Van Meter, August 30, 1935.
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-'The native Spaniard, Juan Fors, was interrogated by Ohio patrolmen and was deemed suspect of espionage. Ohio policemen
were seeking alleged German spies, who were suspected of committing sabotage of industrial plants in the Ohio Valley.
Juan Fors, who was driving home alone after dark from Point Pleasant, was apprehended at a roadblock on Ohio 7. The
incident so frightened Senor Fors that he lost command of the English language and reverted to his native Catalan
Spanish. Of course, the police officers were now convinced that "they had their man." It was only after an Ohio patrolman
had a telephone conversation with President John D. Williams, who assured him of Fors' loyalty, that the professor was
finally released and allowed to return to Huntington. Mrs. Juan Fors to the author, July 2, 1978; Dr. H. Gresham Toole to
the author.
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August, 1946.
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The Parthenon, February 11, 1944.

Williams returned to Marshall in 1950 to deliver the summer commencement address. He facetiously remarked that:
"After an absence of four years, perhaps it is now safe for me to return to Marshall College" .•. The people of Mississippi
considered Dr. Williams to have been a very constructive university chancellor. During Williams' tenure at Ole Miss, a
university medical center was established in Jackson; and a library, built on the Oxford campus, was christened (1979) the
John D. Williams Library.

CHAPTER VII
THE SMITH ERA, 1946-1968

1. Prelude

After Dr. John D. Williams resigned the
Presidency of Marshall College in the summer
of 1946 to accept the Chancellorship of the University of Mississippi, the State Board of Education appointed Dr. Stewart Baroid Smith, the
Dean of the Teachers ollege, as interim president. A native of York, Pennsyhania, Dean
Smith was a graduate of Gettysburg College,
where he had specialized in English literature.
He had also served as president of the student
body at Gettysburg College and he had earned
membership in the Phi Beta Kappa Society.
Smith subsequently acquired a master's degree
from Columbia and a doctorate in education at
Syracuse University. After teaching English in
secondary schools, Dr. Smith had been a high
school principal in New York State and a faculty member in Syracuse University.
While Dean of the Teachers College at Marshall, Dr. Smith had established an excellent
rapport with the faculty and students. At the end
of the school year (1946-1947), Dean Smith was
made permanent president of the college, an
appointment that was generally applauded on
the campus and in the state at large. Dr. Smith
was to occupy the Presidency of Marshall College for more than two decades (1946-1968) - in
fact, longer than any of his predecessors.
The post-war era of President Stewart
mith's adminisC:ration was one of far-reaching
change and considerable progress. Not onJy did
the enrollment triple but the physical pla_nt underwent substantial though spasmodic expansion. ew colleges were created; additional curricula were contrived; and supplementary accreditation was accorded the institution by both
regional and national agencies. While improvements in the quality of the faculty were a major
accomplishment, the paramount achievement of
the Smith years was the attainment of university
status in 1961. Subsequent to this coup, administrative reorganization wa effected (1962)
when two Vice Presidents were added to the
staff. Greater emphasis was placed upon both
student scholarsJ1ip and faculty research. All
told the institution moved forward as rapidly a
its limited financial competence would permit.
During his twenty-two years as President of
the college, Dr. Smith attached especial importance to what he called "preventive administration." He meant by that the college should have
a pre-conceived and stated policy regarding any
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Stewart H. Smith, President, 1946-1968

and every issue that might arise. President
Smith felt that the administration should hold
tenaciously to such a fixed policy; thus, a refusal
to yield under pressure to whimsical demands
would obviate a show of weakness or vacillation.1 In general the Smith Administration adhered to such a practice.
Without question, the most persistently agonizing aspect of the Smith regime had to do with
the frustrating efforts to secure a reasonably
satisfactory monetary appropriation from the
state legi lature. Like Presidents Shawkey and
Allen before him, Dr. Smith was hampered by
the parsimony of the legi lature. A central governing board for all institutions, including the
university, would obviously have redounded to
the benefit of Marshall College; but, instead,
Marshall and the other eight colleges continued
to be controlled by the Board of Education,
which treated Marshall with scarcely more deference than it did such teacher-training institutions as Glenville or West Liberty State College.
Thus, the ever-present dilemma that confronted

the Smith administration was how to obtain sufficient funding. It was an annual struggle and a
never-ceasing quest for capital improvements, as
well as for equitable faculty remuneration. For
two decades it was standard procedure for student delegates and a faculty committee to descend upon the state legislature and plead in
plaintive terms the financial plight of the college
- oftentimes to little avail. Nor did President
Smith believe that the most influential people in
the local community were sufficiently aroused:
he felt that: "Many of our tQp industrialists and
professional men show almost no enthusiasm
for our city and its institutions; their interests,"
he said, "are confined to their business . . . .
their clubs and, perhaps, their church."2 The
President also lamented that: "The state hasn't
had the interest in education or the leadership to
plan ahead," and he bewailed the fact that,
"West Virginia is behind Ohio and Kentucky in
classroom buildings."3 But even more appalling,
the college was also behind some of the other
states in providing compensation for personal
services.
Because of the inadequacy of the personal
service budget, Smith declared Marshall to be
"an academic laggard." As to be expected, the
college ranked below West Virginia University
in this regard, but surprisingly, it also compared
unfavorably with some of the state colleges. In
no professorial rank did Marshall rank first in
the state among its peers. Though the annual
increase in student enrollment at Marshall consistently surpassed that of the other colleges in
the state, the expenditure per student continued
to be less than that awarded any state institution. Alas, it was even below that of any institution accredited by the North Central Association! For several years, (during the 1950's)
Marshall professors received no annual increment whatever, and summer salaries were actually 20% less per month than was paid the professors during the academic year. In 1959, faculty salaries in West Virginia were $2,000 below
Ohio and $1,000 less than Virginia. Smith repeatedly scored the governor and the legislature
for their dereliction, and he informed them that:
"West Virginia is in the educational basement."
Smith wrote to Governor William Marland
(1955) that: "Our faculty are disheartened and
dissatisfied, and as a result of the legislature's
failure to provide reasonable merit increments,
Marshall College cannot do good work with unhappy and disgruntled staff members. " 4 Yet dur-

ing the forthcoming quadrennium (1956-1960)
the state became more impartial in its attitude
toward higher education.
There was a shortage of qualified personnel in
all areas of instruction. "No college can build
and hold a strong faculty," Smith said, "under
the financial restrictions and handicaps as they
exist in this state." 5 And so it was, with monotonous regularity, that the President sounded the
same old refrain from year to year. Since there
were not sufficient funds to employ an ample
number of instructors, Smith concluded that he
had no alternative save to remove restrictions on
the size of classes. He apparently was beginning
to become reconciled to the stark fiscal realities,
or else - like President Shawkey - he was engaging in sheer rationalization when he said: "I
never felt th~t class size is as important as some
people think it is." He contended that "a competent teacher can do a better job with a large class
than a weak teacher can with a small class."
Smith reminded the deans that the most stimulating instruction he ever had was in "large
classes under fine teachers." 6 No doubt all of
this was true, but the primary reason why certain smaller colleges in the state (such as Davis
and Elkins and Bethany) enjoyed an excellent
reputation was because of the personal instruction that the students received in small classes
and seminars.
The hue and cry that President Smith constantry raised relative to budgetary crises may
lead one to infer that the college was chronically
teetering on the brink of oblivion; yet academicians know that virtually all colleges and universities, both public and private, are continually
afflicted with severe financial stringencies. This
has been particularly true of private colleges and
those state-supported institutions that do not
have law school alumni serving in the legislature
or in other sensitive political positions.
When Dr. Smith was appointed acting president in 1946, the college was confronted with an
inflated student enrollment - without precedent and yet there were fewer than sixty instructors
on the faculty. The post-war resurgence of students impelled the college to employ 140 new
teachers within a four-year period (1946-1950) the greatest influx of teaching personnel in the
history of the institution. While the college was
fortunate in retaining the bulk of its better
qualified faculty members, it did, however, lose
several very capable professors to such institutions as Miami University (of Ohio) and the
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Universities of Texas, Maryland and West Virginia. In his voluminous correspondence with
legislators and alumni, Dr. Smith reiterated his
conviction that: "Marshall College thrives on
adversity. " 7
If economic conditions were so depressing,
and if West Virginia was reputed to have had a
"bad image" (usually with people who had never
been in the state), then how can one explain the
paradox that Marshall College "thrived on adversity?" What incentives were there that induced able teachers and scholars, not only to
accept employment in the college, but also to
devote their professional lives to the institution?
There are several credible explanations: Candidates for positions at Marshall were almost
invariably surprised to discover that Huntington
was an exceptionally attractive and desirable
city - indeed, one in which they would like to live
and rear a family. This was without doubt a
persuasive reason why some instructors accepted employment at Marshall; and, furthermore,
they elected to remain at the college in spite of
certain pecuniary shortcomings - which were
partially offset by the relatively low property tax
assessment.
Then, too, the college was able to acquire and
to retain a competent faculty because President
Smith did not hesitate to practice what Reed
Powell of Harvard called "academic incest."
Former President Allen had once said that
"nothing is more deadening than faculty inbreeding," and Smith himself acknowledged in a
letter (1952) to the President of the Marshall
Alumni Association that he had "been criticized
for too much inbreeding." He also conceded that
he knew of no other college that employed as
many of its own graduates as did Marshall, (40%
in 1952).8 Nevertheless, most of these homegrown teachers had earned at least one advanced
degree from another institution, and they were
undoubtedly among the most effective instructors on the campus. Despite the practice of employing a substantial number of Marshall graduates and a host of native West Virginians, the
faculty was fairly heterogeneous - certainly by
comparison with many college faculties in the
South, which were notoriously provincial.
There were still other reasons that help to
explain why Marshall was able to retain a capable faculty during the Smith regime. The institution appealed to those of a liberal ideological
persuasion. During the McCarthy "witch-hunting" years, there was no counterpart at Mar-

128

Paul Collins - Assistant to the President.

shall of the type of harassment that haunted
instructors in many other institutions of learning. Freedom of speech in the classroom was not
impinged upon at Marshall by either the politicians or by the college administration. Consequently, there was no impairment in the objective teaching of controversial issues inherent to
such disciplines as the social sciences, religion
and biology.
Furthermore, Marshall College became somewhat more attractive to faculty members and
prospective employees when the Board of Education (1950) made provisions for sabbatical
leaves for a period of one semester at full compensation or two semesters at one half salary. If
a professor had served on the faculty for six
years and had attained the rank of assistant
professor, he (she) was eligible for a sabbatical
for purposes of "study, rest, travel, recuperation
and treatment for physical disabilities." Though
the North Central Association frowned upon a
policy which would permit professors' using a

sabbatical to pursue doctoral studies, the administration, nevertheless, condoned such a practice; thus, in a real sense, the college subsidized
graduate studies for some of its instructors who
had not yet acquired the Ph.D. degree. Obviously, this was a very potent reason why several
competent professors had no desire to leave the
institution.
Because of the relatively low salaries that
were paid, most instructors were much more
interested in supplementing their income than
in pursuing research. Furthermore, they did not
want to be forced by the administration "to publish or perish." Actually, it was thi complete
absence of administrative pressure to publish
that induced many faculty members to continue
to teach at Marshall.9
Since Marshall is located in a metropolitan
center containing a quarter of a million people,
many faculty members found professional opportunities to supplement their income. The administration, at infrequent intervals, complained about this compensatory work, and it
even toyed with the idea of forbidding it, but it
never did. Perhaps this was because some of the
administrators themselves were also supplementing their incomes.
It would not be entirely correct to say that
some of the professors continued to teach at
Marshall College simply because they liked the
president of the institution; and yet Dr. Smith's
general popularity may have deterred some
teachers from making a "lateral move" to another institution. When it was learned in 1953
that Dr. Smith bad been offered the Pre idency
of Muhlenberg College in his native Pennsylvania, the Marshall faculty voted unanimously
urging him to reject the Muhlenberg offer. 10 Indeed, it was the basic decency of the man himself that went far toward sustaining a comparatively high morale among the faculty. It is also
true that Mrs. Stewart Smith - who in 1967 was
elected the "West Virginia Mother of the Year"
- was a lady of exceptional grace, who was extremely popular with the faculty wives.
Thus, there were sundry reasons why and how
Marshall College was able "to thrive on adyersity." Most of the teachers employed during the
early years of the Smith administration (19461950) remained at the college and ultimately
attained full professorial rank, and in some instances the chairmanship of departments.
Though teaching, rather than research, was the
primary function of the institution, a respect-

able number of faculty members did produce
works of scholarly merit. Many of them served
as visiting professors in other institutions, both
at home and abroad, and a number of them were
nationally recognized in their respective fields
of specialization.
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CHAPTER VII - The Smith Era
1

1

Stewart H. Smith papers (1946) policy statement.
Stewart H. Smith to C. McEngland, December 30, 1959.

'Stewart H. Smith to Lacy Mathews, August 11, 1966.
4

Stewart H. Smith to Governor William Marland, February 29, 1955; The Parthenon, March 4, 1959.
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Stewart H. Smith to Thomas A. Stafford, September 27, 1959.

•stewart H. Smith to the Academic Deans of Marshall College, June 5, 1958;
' Stewart Smith to Mrs. A. E. Van Doenhoff, September 30, 1948.
HStewart H. Smith to Jefferson Rife (President of the Marshall College Alumni Association) January 3, 1952; (Dr. Smith
said: "We prefer married personnel."); Stewart H. Smith to James Edwards, July 8, 1955.
"Other than to offer a very limited number of sabbaticals each year, the college did little to provide financial assistance to
those who aspired to engage in post-doctoral research. Ironically, this policy failed to arouse much audible resentment
among the faculty, save among a few science professors.
10
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Marshall College Faculty Minutes, February 13, 1953.
The College Secretary during the entire Smith period was Mrs. Veta Lee Smith, who served a term as President of the
National College Public Relations Association. Mrs. Smith eventually moved to Shepherdstown (West Virginia), where
she became a member of the English faculty of Shepherd College.

2. The College of Arts and Sciences
Though Marshall had sometimes been disparagingly referred to as "primarily a teachers college," the College of Arts and Sciences, under
the leadership of Dean John Frank Bartlett,
demonstrated a tremendous vitality during the
post-war years. A native of Gassaway, West Virginia, Frank Bartlett had earned a doctorate in
chemistry in West Virginia University; and he
had supplemented his professional training by
pursuing post-doctoral studies abroad in the
Universities of Munich, Zurich and Edinburgh.
Bartlett was a Professor of Chemistry at Marshall when President John D. Williams appointed him (1945) Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences - a position he occupied until the close
of the Smith administration in 1968.
Not only did the enrollment in the College of
Arts and Sciences surpass that of the other divisions, but the quality of the faculty evinced significant improvement. A number of professors
obtained research grants, not only from the Federal Government, but also from such philanthropic and learned organizations as the American Philosophical Society, the Social Science
Research Council and from the Danforth and
Ford Foundations. It is important to note, too,
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that 47% of the faculty of the College of Arts
and Sciences held doctor's degrees in 1967.
(This proportion actually exceeded the national
average of only 44%.) During Bartlett's deanship, student scholarship in the college was nurtured by an honors program which bore bountiful fruit, as evidenced by the rather remarkable
number of students who received Woodrow Wilson and Fulbright Scholarships.
Some Marshall faculty members were known
to have said that regardless of their opinion of
him, Dean Bartlett "looked like a dean." Tall,
bespectacled, gray and austere in countenance,
he could be - and often was - as rugged as the
terrain of the state from which he evolved; and
yet the dean was always thoughtful enough to
remember ·the faculty of his college with handwritten birthday greetings. Because of an automobile accident in 1950, which aggravated his
diabetic condition, Dean Bartlett was forced to
undergo the amputation of a limb; and he was
never in robust health during the remainder of
his tenure as Dean.
Dr. Bartlett was a temperamental, unpredictable and awe-inspiring character, who oftentimes - perhaps unintentionally -frightened timid and inexperienced faculty members; particularly was this true when he chose to visit their

J. Frank Bartlett, 1962, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

classes. 1 In spite of his eccentricities, Bartlett
subscribed to the very highest scholastic and
professional ideals. He deplored any policy that
might tend to debase the academic coinage; and
he was impatient with sloven performance by
either teachers or students. Furthermore, Dean
Bartlett "fought the good fight" in the administration in support of an honors program in the
College of Arts and Sciences, and he rejoiced
unabashedly when superior students were
awarded fellowships and ultimately obtained advanced degrees in the most respected universities.

******
As is customary in most institutions of higher
learning, the College of Arts and Sciences at
Marshall was composed of three academic divi-

sions: the sciences, the social sciences and the
humanities. It is fair to say that during the
Smith regime (1946-1968) the science division
flourished more luxuriantly and was probably
the strongest of the three component parts of the
college. There is some evidence that Dean Bartlett's scientific predilections persuaded him to
favor certain of the science departments. Indeed, there were more supplementary Federal
and private funds made available to the sciences,
both for instructional purposes and for scholarly research.
The Russians' launching of the first Sputnik
in 1957 served to dramatize Soviet technological
superiority in aerodynamics; and this feat alone
served as a catalyst that galvanized American
scientific research and ingenuity on an almost
unprecedented scale. To most Americans, science seemed to promise a resolution of the nation's security problems, and, thus, it might conceivably insure the very survival of the republic.
As never before, science was deified by educators and laymen alike. Marshall College likewise subscribed to this credo, which, in effect,
became an article of faith with some members of
the administration.
The new science building - dedicated in the
autumn of 1950 - was the most modern and
spacious facility on the campus. The Marshall
scientists assiduously promoted science fairs
and workshops, and they were continually inviting scholars to the campus, whose visits were for
the most part funded by the National Science
Foundation. It seemed that scientific lectures,
museums, field trips and symposia were the first
order of academic business. The college administration even envisaged a scientific research
institute that it hoped to build on "University
Heights," and which they visualized would be
comparable to Spindletop, the research center at
the University of Kentucky.
The Chemistry Department under the successive chairmanship of Professors Allen Scholl
and John Wotiz, was perhaps the most productive in scientific research. Boasting the largest
number of faculty members who had earned terminal degrees, the department was singularly
successful in procuring funds for both scholarships and research. As early as 1950, the Damon
Runyon Cancer Foundation granted to the
Chemistry Department a number of research
fellowships and undergraduate scholarships.
Predicated upon the theory that carbon monoxide fumes cause lung cancer, the Marshall
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Chemistry students and faculty members experimented with small motors installed in the laboratory in an effort to determine the possible
effects that inhalation of carbon monoxide
fumes had upon rats. Then, too, the Grant Research Corporation of New York awarded several fellowships for the preparation and purification of alkyl esters, used in food flavoring and
cosmetic scents. 2
Dr. Scholl assumed (in 1950) the exalted though rather hollow - title of Director of the
Marshall College Research Institute. A former
rubber chemist in Akron, Ohio, Dr. Scholl obtained grants from the Goodyear Rubber Company (1953), while his successor, John Wotiz,
obtained liberal stipends for the department
from the Gulf Oil Company and from the Fred
Cattrell Fund of New York.
Dr. Scholl recalled that when he assumed the
chairmanship of the department, it was "no better than a good high school department." Anyhow, during his tenure as chairman, the department made substantial progress, culminating in
the climactic achievement of 1963, when the
Chemistry Department was accredited by the
American Chemical Society's Committee on
Professional Training. Since the Marshall undergraduate program in chemistry was now, for
all practical purposes, on a par with that of
West Virginiia University, President Smith
proclaimed the accreditation to be "one of the
most important" accomplishments in recent
years. 3
The Chemistry Department continued to be
enterprising and creative in the execution of
research projects; so much so that it even aspired to offer work leading to the doctorate. No
fewer than four members of the chemistry faculty read scholarly papers in 1966 at the New
York meeting of the American Chemical Society; and the following year Dr. Arthur Lepley
presented a treatise at the University of Munich
(Germany) based upon the research of one of his
students, Catherine Dohm, of Charleston.
While ecological field studies were being conducted in the Cranberry Glades, still other members of the biology department were engaged in
research projects far beyond the Appalachian
highlands. Dr. Howard Mills (in 1959), under
the auspices of the Atomic Energy Commission,
studied the effects of atomic radiation upon
plant and animal life in the bomb sites of Nevada at Yucca Flats. Dr. Mills ascertained
that the nuclear detonations had had no effect
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upon plant life, but he discovered that they did
affect the fauna of the region. Mills' conclusions were published in the British journal, Radiation Botany.4
Dr. Mills and Dr. Sam Clagg, a Professor of
Geography and a cartographer - assisted by Dr.
Donald Cox, (biology) and Larry Olson, (engineering) - studied the effects of vegetation upon
mobility of troop and vehicular movements.
Since the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invaders (1961)
had just been obstructed by Cuban mangrove
forests, the Federal Corps of Engineers at
Vicksburg commissioned this cadre of Marshall
scientists (1962) to analyze the vegetation of the
Florida Everglades. Two years later (1964), Professors Mills and Clagg, aided by three students
(Floyd Kiff, James Coulter and James Joy), were
employed by the Federal Advanced Research
Program Agency to study in the Costa Rican
tropical rain forest the effects that vegetation
had in inducing concealment and camouflage
and thereby retarding transportation and vehicular movements. Subsequently, Professors
Mills and Clagg continued their research in
Puerto Rico, after which (1966) they projected a
world-wide classification of vegetation as it relates to military purposes. Mills and Clagg developed a sampling method of predicting vegetation and then applying this data to still other
environments. The Mills-Clagg studies, labeled
Project Wildwood, received favorable reviews by
both the New York Botanical Gardens and by
Cornell University. 5
A Marshall scientist, Dr. Norman Bayard
Green, earned national recognition as a vertebrate zoologist. Green served as President of the
Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles; and he was on the Board of Governors of
the American Society of Ichthyologists and
. Herpetologists. Awarded a National Science
Foundation grant in 1959, Dr. Green studied
desert biology in Arizona, and in 1962 he conducted a travel-study course on conservation in
Canada and in the Western states. In appreciation of his contributions to soil conservation and
environmental protection, Green was elected in
1967 "The Man of the Year" by the West Virginia Section of the Izaak Walton League. Bayard Green has been unique among Marshall
professors in that three institutions of higher
education have conferred honorary degrees upon
him. (The institutions are Marshall University,
Salem College and his alma mater, Davis and
Elkins College.)

Dr. N. Bayard Green

A novel program in intercollegiate collaboration was effected in 1963, when Marshall and
Duke University initiated a cooperative curriculum in forestry. Aftery studying botany at Marshall for three years and subsequently completing two years of forestry studies at Duke, a
student was thereby able to earn a bachelor of
science degree from Marshall and the master of
forestry degree from Duke University.' Dean
Bartlett considered this forestry program to be
one of the foremost achievements of his administration.
The pre-medical program at Marshall, under
the guidance of Dr. Ralph Edeburn of the Zoology Department, was remarkably successful in
assisting Marshall students in securing admission to medical schools. Dr. Robert J. Wilkinson, a local surgeon, served as the "daddy" to
the pre-medical students and they were permitted to attend the sessions of the Cabell County
Medical Society. A four-year program in Medical Technology, conducted in cooperation with
the Cabell-Huntington Hospital, was authorized
by the State Board of Education in 1956. Dr.

Howard Mills was appointed director of the
program, and two local medical doctors, Siegfried Werthammer, a pathologist, and J. E.
Sadler, Jr. were made adjunct professors in the
college. A two-year curriculum in nursing education - the only one of its kind in West Virginia - was approved by the Board of Education
(1960) and was subsequently accredited by the
National League of Nursing. Thus, the university was by no means devoid of experiences in
medical education when it acquired a four-year
medical school of its own in 1977.

******
Though the Department of Geology consisted
of only two professors, the Chairman, Dr. Raymond Janssen, was an especially resourceful
scholar. A doctoral graduate of the University
of Chicago and a former curator of a science
museum in Illinois, Janssen joined the staff during the war years, and he served as chairman of
the department throughout the Smith era. Like
Darlington's research in the Cranberry Glades,
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Ray Janssen, Geology, 1962

Dr. Janssen has contributed to a more thorough
appreciation of the natural history of West Virginia. An authority on the ancient Teays River
Valley, the geological antecedent of the Ohio
River, Dr. Janssen published and lectured widely on this geological phenomenon. A prolific
writer and contributor to periodicals and encyclopedias, Dr. Janssen republished (in 1958) a
volume entitled LeaJ'es and Stems from Fossil
Forests, a monograph treating the carboniferous
trees and ferns that formed the great coal beds
of Appalachia during the Coal Age of geologic
history. The only book of its kind published in
America, it had been a standard reference for
twenty years. Dr. Janssen also initiated and developed the only geological museum of its kind
in the state. The museum is a magnificent collection of more than five thousand geological
specimens gathered from around the world. Of
special interest, the museum contains a model
coal mine and an exhibit devoted solely to the
rocks and minerals of West Virginia. 7
The Marshall Physics Department (1946-
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1968) was also relatively small, consisting of no
more than three instructors at any one time
during the Smith years. Dr. Donald C. Martin, a
doctoral graduate of Cornell University, succeeded Ralph H'ron as chairman in 1950. Dr.
Martin was an innovative teacher and an exceptionally able administrator. He introduced the
first course in the state relating to the mechanics of radio; and after the Department of Physics received a $10,000 grant from the Atomic
Energy Commission in 1951, Dr. Martin taught
courses treating of nuclear physics and the
atomic bomb. Dr. Martin served as a director of
the National Science Teachers Association in
1952, and he was President (1956) of the Appalachian Section of the American Association of
Physics Teachers. At the same time, Martin was
the national President of Chi Beta Phi (Science
Fraternity). For a number of years Dr. Martin
administered a summer program relating to the
training of high school science teachers. This
project, which was subsidized by the National
Science Foundation at a cost of a half million
dollars, was one of the few such institutes of its
kind in the United States. President Smith declared that: "Dr. Martin deserves a major part
of the credit, not only for securing the National
Science Foundation Institute, but in administering it also." 8
A joint effort on the part of all the Science
Departments that did much to cultivate the students' latent scientific talent was the annual
science fair, which was founded in 1954 and was
held each spring in the Huntington Memorial
Field House. Sponsored for a quarter of a century by the local chapter of Chi Beta Phi and
partially subsidized by the Cabell County Medical Society, the fair attracted hundreds of exhibits each year from a score of secondary
schools in the tri-state area. The winners at the
Marshall fair would subsequently represent the
college at the annual National Science Fair.
The winner of the senior division of the Marshall Science Fair in 1958 was Robert L. Sayre,
a senior in Vinson High School in Huntington.
The Wayne County student worked for two
years on his ingenious biological exhibit which
showed a dead turtle with its beating heart visible. Wires extending from the pulsating heart to
a kymograph revealed the fluctuations of the
dead turtle's still-beating heart. Diagrams and
explanations of the cardiac operation accompanied the exhibit. At the National Science Fair in
Flint, Michigan (1958) the American Medical

Association selected Sayre's exhibit as one of
the two honorable mention citations. Furthermore, Mr. Sayre was named one of three alternate recipients of the United States Army Science awards, and he was presented a certificate
of merit by Brigadier General Theodore J. Conway, the Director of Research and Development
for the Army. Robert Sayre later graduated in
Marshall University (Class of 1969).
As commendable as all of these scientific
achievements of the faculty and students were,
President Smith - who as an undergraduate student had specialized in the humanities - began
to have misgivings about the emphasis that was
being placed upon the sciences at Marshall. He
believed that it would be foolhardy for the colleges to neglect the social sciences and humanities; to do so would tend to accentuate the socalled "cultural lag" in our society. In a perspi-

cacious letter (in 1958) to United States Senator
John Hoblitzell, Smith expressed his opinion as
to why he felt that a well balanced liberal education was altogether essential in a democratic
society: "It is just as important," he said, "to
train people to deal with economic, social and
governmental problems and with social issues
and world affairs as it is to train them to build
satellites and weapons of destruction." Dr.
Smith stated that he was unsympathetic toward
the "hasty thinking" since the Russians
launched Sputnik. He predicted that "Our survival will depend upon research and development
in the field of human relations." Smith recalled
that: "Hitler's Germany excelled in science, but
it also bred hate; vengeance; intolerance and
bigotry."9

******

Students Ernest Leaberry, left, and Ronald Weed study physics with Dr. Donald Martin, 1950
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The social and humanistic studies, unlike the
sciences, did not become the beneficiaries of the
liberal largesses bestowed by either the Federal
government or private donors; and yet there
were several meaningful gestures on the part of
the college and the private sector which tended
to stimulate an interest in certain aspects of the
social sciences. The various workshops conducted on the campus (1950-1966) probed a wide
variety of social issues, including world politics,
communism, the civil rights movement, economics education and gerontology. A Huntington
surgeon, Dr. Francis Scott, endowed an annual
visiting lectureship, but with the understanding
that the major emphasis be devoted to procuring
specialists in the area of the social sciences and
humanities.
The social science departments in the university were enterprising and in some respects
unique. As in the past, they were especially helpful in offering their capabilities toward resolving certain social and economic problems peculiar to the state and region.
When Dr. Augustus Hayes retired as Chairman of the Department of Sociology in 1949, he
was succeeded by Dr. J. Tull Richardson. Professor Richardson was the founder and a member of the Board of Directors of the Huntington
Medical Social Service Council. He introduced
courses in the area of family liv'ing and he instituted workshops in gerontology which were in
part funded by the Cabell County Medical Society. When Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins became
Chairman of the department in 1966, he initiated courses in anthropology. Since Simpkins had
for three years done field research among the
Pueblo Indians on a New Mexico reservation,
he was well qualified to develop a curriculum
pertaining to that ethnic minority. Indian culture was never brought home more realistically
to Marshall students than when they were required to register for Simpkin's course under a
teepee that he had erected in front of the old
"barracks building" (where Smith Hall now
stands.) Since the presence of the teepee distracted the attention of the motorists and, therefore, slowed traffic on Third Avenue, the Police
Department asked that the teepee be dismantled.
The Department of Political Science, under
the successive chairmenship of Professors Conley Dillon and Paul Stewart, likewise kept
abreast of the social and political trends of the
times. Professors Dillon, Stewart and Carl Leiden published in 1958 a textbook on world gov-
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ernment entitled Introduction to Political Science. The book was somewhat distinctive in that
it projected a comparative study of political systems, with emphasis upon the Soviet Union and
other totalitarian states. An Oriental edition of
the text was published (by Van Nostrand) in
India for the lndo-American Standard Works
Program.
Another member of the department, Dr. Simon Perry (a native of Gilbert), won the prestigious Leonard D. White award in 1962. This
signal honor is conferred each year by the
American Political Science Association in recognition of the scholar who has written the most
meritorious doctoral dissertation in the field of
public administration. 11
In collaboration with West Virginia University, the Department of Political Science, beginning in 1961, intitiated a legislative intern program in Charleston, which offered the participant six semester hours of graduate credit. A

number of these interns eventually secured responsible positions in both state and national
government. Moreover, two members of the faculty of political science, Professors Maurice
Burnside and Kenneth Hechler, were elected in
1948 and 1958, respectively, to the Federal
House of Representatives from the Fourth Congressional District of West Virginia. 12
An excellent example of pragmatic research
in the field of regional economic planning was
conducted jointly (1960) by six members of the
faculty of social sciences. The recipient of a
Federal grant of $22,000, awarded by the Small
Business Administration, Dr. Paul Stewart
served as Chairman of a faculty team consisting
of Professors Tull Richardson (sociology),
Mah Ion Brown (social studies), Carl Miller
(business administration), Victor Heyman (political science), and George Corrie (economics).
The purpose of the study was to determine the
social and economic effects of mechanization
upon three coal-bearing counties in West Virginia (Boone, Logan and Raleigh). Their findings were published in a volume entitled New
Small Businesses in a RedeJ'eloping Coal Area
in West Virginia. One of the salient recommendations offered by the scholars is the need to
secure new industries for the depressed region.
It was proposed that such industrial enterprises
might conceivably include woodworking, textiles, electronics and tourism. The evidence indicates that the Marshall study received favorable
comments in Washington." 13
The Department of History, under the successive Chairmanship of Professors H. Gresham
Toole (1946-1963) and Herchel Heath (19631968), was, like most departments at Marshall,
primarily oriented toward teaching, rather than
original research. The department was exceptional in that all of its faculty had earned terminal degrees. While the History Department had
helped to train hundreds of secondary and elementary teachers of the social studies, perhaps
the chief distinction of the department was that
twenty of its alumni later acquired the Ph.D.
degree and obtained positions in a broad spectrum of colleges and universities. One of the
more productive graduates of the department,
Dr. Richard Curry of White Sulphur Springs,
became a professor in the University of Connecticut and the author of several scholarly
monographs pertaining to slavery and the sectional controversy.
The most prodigious scholar on the history

H. G. Toole, History - 1962

faculty was Dr. Elizabeth Cometti (class of
1932). A doctoral graduate of the University of
Virginia, Dr. Cometti - like many Virginia
alumni - was a serious student of Thomas Jefferson. Her experiences as a Fulbright lecturer in
the University of Rome inspired her to obtain a
grant in 1956 from the American Philosophical
Society for the purpose of locating and examining American historical materials deposited in
Italian archives and libraries. Dr. Cometti was
also instrumental in the organization and development of a special collection of West Virginia
historical materials presently housed in the
James E. Morrow Library. At substantial financial sacrifice, Betty Cometti committed her historical acumen to pure research at a time when
the college administration was not according
commensurate recognition for such endeavors.
Dr. Cometti's extensive publications attest to
her significant scholarly attainments.
Somewhere in the limbo between the science
curricula and the social sciences was the Department of Psychology, which was never quite
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laureate graduates of either Harvard or Princeton. 14

*****

Elizabeth Cometti, History

sure in which division of Marshall College it
properly belonged. Dr. Kenneth K. Loemker
continued to serve as chairman until the end of
the Smith era (1968). As mentioned elsewhere,
the psychology clinic, under the direction of
Professors Madeline Feil and later Elizabeth
Wolf, had been a source of succor to both veterans and non-veterans students. Perhaps the
greatest strength of the psychology department,
according to Dr. Loemker, was its excellent graduate program. Loemker stated that alumni of
the department for years virtually dominated the
West Virginia Psychological Association; and
graduates of the department encountered no difficulty in finding gainful employment as teachers, counsellors, and mental health clinicians.
One of the professors in the department, Dr.
Bruce Dunn, received a very lucrative post-doctoral research grant from the Danforth Foundation.
There is valid reason to believe that the social
science departments, collectively, must have
been unusually successful in training pre-law
students. According to a report published in
1958, the Marshall College graduates, who were
attending the University of Virginia School of
Law, earned a higher grade-point average during a given semester (1957-1958) than did bacca-
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As to be expected, the English Department
was consistently the largest department in the
institution, both in faculty personnel and in student enrollment. At the outset of President
Smith's administration, Dr. George Washington
Howgate, formerly of Wilmington College
(Ohio), assumed the chairmanship of the department. Dr. Howgate was a perceptive scholar,
who had published a definitive exposition of the
poetry and philosophy of George Santayana - a
book which Santayana himself said was "wonderfully intuitive and correct." Santayana, furthermore, declared that he "could not have had a
better interpreter Qf (his) philosophy" than
George Howgate. 15 The entire community was
saddened in 1950 when Dr. Howgate died as a
result of an automobile accident that occurred
while he was on a high school visitation mission
in behalf of the college.
Howgate's successor was Dr. Robert Porter
Sechler, who served as chairman until 1958,

Madeline Feil, Psychology

when he resigned to accept a teaching assignment in India, to be succeeded in 1958 by Dr. A.
Mervin Tyson of Kutztown State College (Pennsylvania). Dr. Tyson later published a farcical
play entitled EJ'ery Woman in Her Humor, written in the manner of Ben Jonson and Shakespeare. It may be of passing interest that all
three of these chairmen - Howgate, Sechler and
Tyson - were doctoral graduates of the University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Kenneth K. Loemker

The chairmanship in 1967 devolved upon Dr.
Jack Brown, a Phi Beta Kappa alumnus of Ohio
Wesleyan University and a doctoral graduate of
Northwestern University. In addition to the
chairmanship - some say "choremanship - Dr.
Brown was the editor of a literary digest entitled
Shakespei,rean Abstracts, which was a compendium of current doctoral dissertations relative to
the "Sage of Stratford."
Though the Department of English was the
largest on the campus, for many years during
the Smith era the department contained a dearth
of personnel who had earned terminal degrees.
Since a vast number of students pursued a master's degree in English, that meant that the onerous burden of teaching these graduate courses
necessarily rested upon two to three professors.

The Department of English, however, was distinguished for several noteworthy accomplishments. It sponsored an excellent literary journal, EtCetera, which offered an outlet for the
students' creative talents in poetry, prose and
expository writing. Beginning in 1960, the department sponsored, in alternate years, an English Institute for the benefit of elementary and
high school teachers of English. Moreover, in
an effort to encourage students to read serious
literature, the English Department, for several
years, sponsored a "Book of the Semester" plan,
which, however, aroused only minimal enthusiasm on the campus.
In commemoration of the four hundredth anniversary of William Shakespeare's birth, Dr.
Brown conducted in 1964 a study-travel course
in England, where he taught both graduate and
undergraduate classes in Shakespearean drama
to Marshall students. Throughout the quadricentennial, the Department of English also
sponsored a Shakespeare Institute. Furthermore, Curtis Baxter was appointed a member of
the Shakespeare Anniversary Commission,
which was originally proposed by President
Kennedy and of which Mrs. Kennedy was the
national chairman. It was Professor Baxter's
good fortune to attend the White House Reception (1964) in observance of Shakespeare's
birth.
During the Tyson-Brown stewardship of the
English Department (1958-1976), two gifted foreign professors of literature were temporarily
employed in the university. Duncan Williams,
an Englishman and a master's graduate of Oxford (Oxonian), served from 1966 to 1970. A
brilliant lecturer and author, Williams not only
taught classes in literature, but he also directed
an interdisciplinary honors seminar. While at
Marshall, Professor Williams published a satire
entitled The Trousered Apes, which is a critique
of modern man and morals (or lack of morals) in
the Western world. This publication won for
Williams literary laurels on two continents, including laudatory book reviews, as well as national television interviews in both the United
States and over the British Broadcasting Company.
During the 1967-1968 academic year, the department was host to Dr. S. K. Kumar, the
Chairman of the Department of English in Osmania University in Hyderabad, India. Dr. Kumar, who had earned a doctorate in Cambridge
University, had previously lectured at Cam-
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bridge and Yale Universities. While at Marshall, Professor Kumar taught courses relating
to contemporary Indian novelists.

******
The division of intercollegiate debate continued to be a vital adjunct of the Department of
Speech. Under the direction of Dr. Ben Hope,
the Marshall forensic teams divested themselves
of the ornate bombast that had characterized
public speaking at Marshall during an earlier
period. The debate teams challenged not only
college teams in the Mid-American Conference,
but also universities in Canada and in New England. One may recall that in 1961 the Harvard
debate squad visited the campus and challenged
Marshall University on the timely subject of
"Compulsory Health Insurance." Dr. Hope's
teams sometimes engaged in as many as fortyeight intercollegiate debates during a given
school year.
During the decade (1950-1960), educational
television promised to offer a fascinating new
medium of disseminating knowledge. Marshall
College cooperated (1959) with a nationally televised instructional program called "Continental
Classroom," which offered weekly extension
courses in chemistry, physics and mathematics.
Also during this period, Marshall professors
taught their own television classes (in a local
studio) in such disciplines as geography, political science, sociology and the Russian language.
Dr. Stephen Buell was largely responsible for
educational television becoming a reality at
Marshall. Under the Educational Television Act
of 1967, the Appalachian Regional Commission
in Washington approved federal funds for the
Marshall University television station
(WMUL-TV), which purported to serve Cabell,
Wayne and Kanawha Counties in West Virginia. A Huntington television station (WHTN)
donated to Marshall technical equipment valued
at $6,700, and the first program was broadcast
in 1969. Furthermore, Marshall inaugurated the
first educational radio station (frequency modulation) in the state, when on November 1, 1961,
the initial program was transmitted from a station on the campus.

******
Relatively minor subsidies were made available for research and instructional purposes in
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the departments of philosophy and foreign languages. In spite of that handicap, a few dedicated scholars published scholarly books of recognized merit. A case in point was Dr. Howard
Slaatte, who succeeded Dr. Lloyd Beck in 1966
as Chairman of the Philosophy Department.
Slaatte proved to be an incredibly prolific scholar, who achieved national prominence in his
particular area of specialization. Professor
Slaatte published Fire in the Brand, a monograph treating the theology of John Wesley.
Moreover, Dr. Slaatte was profoundly influenced by Nicholas Berdza, a Russian Communist philosopher, who had disavowed communism and embraced Christianity. Thus, Slaatte's
book, Time and its End, purports to illustrate
the inadequacy of philosophy as a substitute for
theology; hence, "time without eternity" is
meaningless.
Likewise in the Philosophy Department was
Dr. John Plott, a graduate of the University of
Benares in India and an ardent devotee of Mahatma Gandhi. Plott's commitment to the concept of civil disobedience persuaded him to be a
conscientious objector during the Second World
War. Dr. Plott has projected a five-volume global history of philosophy, which he intends to
write from the "third world perspective." He
contends that such an approach will help to
foster international understanding. (Dr. Plott's
sartorial and tonsorial eccentricity has contributed to his being regarded on the campus as
something of a "character".)

******
The Department of Modern Foreign Languages was the first in the state to acquire language booths. This modern equipment, comprising ninety-six booths, provides excellent oralaural training in both conversation and pronunciation. A single laboratory instructor, seated at
the console, can give instruction simultaneously
in French, Spanish and German. After the
Smith Academic Center was occupied in 1967,
even more modern facilities were made available
to the Department of Modern Languages.
Dr. Walter Perl, a refugee from Nazi Germany and formerly of Howard University,
joined the German Department shortly after the
war. Perl was a profound student of the Austrian
symbolism in Germanic literature and the author of a scholarly study of Thomas Mann, the
German author and Nobel Prize winner. Perl

was also the literary executor of the estate of the
late Austrian poet and statesman, Leopold Von
Andrian. Professor Perl had access to the personal archives of Von Andrian, and his treatise
on this genre of Germanic literature, entitled
Leopold Von Andrian: Poet of the Austrian
Symbolism, is considered to be a definitive work
of exceptional scholarship.
In the field of romance languages, a Midwest
survey (1961) revealed that the Department of
Spanish ranked high in the number of Spanish
and Latin American content courses that it offered. 16 Dr. John Martin's Las Obras Literarias
de Millia, (a Guatemalian novelist) was used as
collateral reading in the University of San Carlos, Guatemala. The French Department, under
the guidance of Dr. Alma Noble, won acclaim
when seven of its students became the recipients
of Fulbright Scholarships and subsequently
studied French literature in the universities of
France and Belgium.
Since student enrollment in the classical languages declined sharply during the Smith regime, the classics were limited to a single instructor. A national study conducted in 1966
accorded the Latin program at Marshall an exceptionally commendable rating. 17 The Department of Classics was fortunate in having as
Lucy Whitsel's successor, Dr. Louise Hoy of
Ashland, Kentucky, a doctoral graduate of Bryn
Mawr College. A national convention of Eta
Sigma Phi (classics fraternity) was held on the
campus in 1960, at which time a Marshall College coed, Patricia Lorden, was elected the national president of the organization. Several
alumnae of the Department of Classical Languages studied in the classical schools of Greece
and Italy.

******
Since its founding in 1930, the Department of
Journalism was incongruently lodged in the College of Arts and Sciences. Page Pitt, who was
affectionately known as "the grand old man of
journalism," continued to serve as chairman of
the department throughout the Smith era.
Since the United High School Press Association was founded in 1927, Marshall continued
to be the locus of student journalists in the state.
The press association not only spon_sored an
annual state convention on the campus each
spring, but also in conjunction with the Hun-

tington Publishing Company the association
conducted workshops and seminars relating to
such technical aspects of the profession as news
reporting, photography, sports writing and the
editing of high school yearbooks.
From the very beginning, a reciprocal arrangement had existed between the Huntington
newspapers and the Marshall Journalism
Department. Personnel representing the Huntington Publishing Company had taught classes
at Marshall, while at the same time journalism
students received practical professional experience as reporters and technicians in the offices
of the publishing house. When he was a student
at Marshall, Jack Maurice had served his apprenticeship with the Huntington Publishing
Company. Maurice subsequently became the
editor of the Charleston Daily Mail and the
recipient of a Pulitzer Prize. Likewise, Marvin
Stone (class of 1948), the current editor of U.S.
News and World Report, acquired his first practical experience as a reporter for a Huntington
newspaper. The same was true of Gay Pauley
(Sehon), who became a foreign correspondent
for the United Press. Immediately aft_e r the war
(1945), Winston Churchill singled out Miss
Pauley on shipboard as "representative of the
American press"; that was Sir Winston's way of
expressing his appreciation to the American
press for "the royal treatment" it had accorded
him during the war period.
An even more formal agreement between the
Huntington Publishing Company and the Journalism Department was effected in 1967, when
journalism students at Marshall were permitted
to serve an internship wth the publishing company. Furthermore, "Hupco" endowed the department with a $1,000 annual scholarship.
While a large number of Marshall journalists
found permanent employment with local newspapers, Page Pitt declared that the Charleston
press employed more Marshall University alumni than it did graduates of all other journalism
schools combined. Despite the predominance of
Marshall graduates employed by the Charleston
Gazette, this somehow did not inhibit the editor
of the Gazette (in 1966) from repeatedly referring to West Virginia University as THE university, even though Marshall University had
been a fail accompli for five years. This· intentional snub so nettled President Smith that he
was prompted to say that: "The very shrillness
of the insistence that West Virginia University
is THE university makes us think .of Hamlet's
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mother and her remark that 'the lady doth protest too much'. The editor is aware of Marshall
University," Smith declared, "or he would not
have found such a statement to be necessary." 18
While the surveys and polls invariably indicated that nearly all Marshall alumni were complimentary of their alma mater, it may be that
the journalism graduates - perhaps because they
were more articulate - have been more lyrical in
their praise of their alma mater. Marvin Stone
expressed it candidly when he told President
Smith that: "You must know that old 'J' (journalism) students carry for Marshall an attachment unequalled." 19
In 1967 William Page Pitt concluded four
decades as a Professor of Journalism at Marshall. It is superfluous to say that the department he founded produced an impressive number of graduates who achieved distinction. In
appreciation of Professor Pitt's contribution to
the Fourth Estate in West Virginia, the State
Senate (in 1967) enacted a resolution extolling
his services; and the Mayor of Huntington
(Owen Duncan) proclaimed July 22, 1967 as
"Page Pitt Day" in the city.

******
A welcome addition (1951) to the Marshall
College curriculum was a unit of the Reserve
Officers Training Corps (ROTC). For several
reasons the college was somewhat tardy in
teaching military science courses. Since Marshall was not a federal land-grant institution, it
was never under any compulsion to offer military courses; and, furthermore, the faculty (in
1934) had voted overwhelmingly against the installation of a military science program on the
campus. But with the coming of the Second
World War, the Huntington Post 16 of the
American Legion requested that the college seek
an ROTC unit. Since military science programs
are subsidized entirely by the Federal Government, the prospect appealed strongly to the financially depressed college administration. The
exemplary record of Marshall College in training military personnel during the war further
heightened local interest in obtaining a permanent Reserve Officer Training Corps on the
campus.
It was not until 1951, however, that the Department of the Army established a unit at the
college. Marshall was one of twenty-three colleges chosen that year from a field of 301 appli-
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cants. Though originally an ordnance unit, the
Army soon changed the Marshall Corps (1954)
to a general military science curriculum. Almost
from the outset, the local unit was classified by
the Department of Defense as "distinguished."
President Smith said that: "The ROTC program
has been a source of much pride and satisfaction
to me. It is a great asset to our college." Moreover, he and other administrators at the college
frequently visited the cadets at their summer
training camps in Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, and at Fort Knox, Kentucky. The corps
quickly acquired chapters of the national military honor societies: Pershing Rifles and Scabbard and Blade. The cadets of the Pershing Rifles chapter and the Drum and Bugle Corps
(1957) marched in a parade at the inauguration
of Governor Cecil Underwood; and on January
20, 1961, one hundred cadets, representing the
Battle Group, participated in a parade along
Pennsylvania Avenue at the inauguration of
President John F. Kennedy. Still other extracurricular activities were associated with the
unit. The Battle Group, edited a newspaper
called The Share Tail, and there were also a
choral group, a women's marksmanship team
and the colorful red, white and blue military
ball, which embellished the college social season
each year. 20
Though the local unit of the ROTC was generally of superior quality, this is not to suggest
that it did not experience its share of reverses
through the years. Since military science was
not a required course of study at Marshall, there
were semesters when there was a paucity of students enrolled·in tbe program. Moreover, during
the school year (1959-1960) the cadets, who had
been trained at Marshall, earned one of the lowest academic averages in the service schools.
Suffice to say, the college immediately adopted
corrective measures that included a more selective admissions policy which proved reasonably
successful in rectifying the deficiency.
A prickly problem arose in 1958, when Cadet
Douglas Carnes of Clendenin (West Virginia)
sued the local Commandant in Federal court for
dereliction of duties. Carnes had maintained
that his hearing had been impaired and his educational program thereby retarded because of
the Commandant's failure to administer a medical examination prior to artillery practice. 21
On several occasions the North Central Association, the Anderson-Kreger Report, and the
Phi Beta Kappa Society had all reminded the

college officials that the College of Arts and
Sciences was "top-heavy" with vocationally oriented courses. There was a dire need to create
additional colleges, which could serve as a warren for such professional departments as engineering science, journalism and business administration. These anomalies were not resolved until 1962 when the Department of Engineering
Science was allowed a berth in the College of
Applied Science; it was not until 1969 that Business Administration found an academic domicile of its own.
The Department of Business Administration
had the dubious distinction of being the largest
department of its kind in the United States residing within the curriculum of a College of Arts
and Sciences. The Department of Business Administration had consistently enrolled more majors than did any other department in the institution. In fact, in 1958 an amazing 22% of the
student body were specializing in some field of
business administration chosen from a welter of
various courses and curricula.
During the earlier years of Smith's administration Lee Wolford was the Chairman of the
department. Wolford was active in the National
Business Training Associations, and at one time
he was Vice President of the National Association of Business Teacher Training Institutions.
Marshall College, in 1947, was one of three
institutions engaged in secretarial training and
office practices. The college also held membership in the American Collegiate Retailing Association by virtue of its cooperative retailing program, in which students were compensated for
their work in stores, while simultaneously they
attended college classes.
During the two decades following the war
(1945-1965) a number of new degrees were contrived in business subjects. An M.A. degree in
Business Education (the first in the state) was
first offered in 1952, and two years later a Bachelor of Business Administration was conferred
by the College of Arts and Sciences. Furthermore, the college started conferring (in 1960) a
number of two-year associate degrees in such
diverse fields as accounting, general business,
retailing and secretarial training. The department was handicapped, however, because of a
lack of administrative continuity, attributable to
the frequency with which the chairmanship
changed hands. The department was honored (in
1965) when a national business fraternity, Alpha Kappa Psi, rather belatedly installed a

chapter on the campus.

******
The growing recognition accorded Marshall
University can in part be attributed, not so much
to the number of celebrities who were invited to
the campus, but, instead, to the frequency with
which Marshall faculty members were invited to
serve as visiting professors in a wide range of
reputable institutions, both at home and abroad.
Dr. Bayard Green taught four consecutive
summer terms in the Ohio State University, and
Dr. Hunter Hardman of the Mathematics Department taught, not only in the summer sessions of Ohio State, but also in the University of
Arizona in Tucson. Dr. Carl Leiden served as a
lecturer in government for a semester in the
University of California (Berkeley), and Dr.
Paul Stewart, also a political scientist, taught in
Emory University and in West Virginia University. Still other Marshall instructors who taught
in the summer sessions of West Virginia University include Professors Simon Perry (Political Science), Thomas Bauserman (mathematics)
and the historians Elizabeth Cometti, Charles
Moffat and Gresham Toole. Dr. Toole was likewise a visiting professor in New Mexico Highlands University. Dr. Robert P. Sechler (English) was a visiting instructor on two occasions
in the University of Delaware, while another
Englis~ Professor, Curtis Baxter, lectured on
Shakespearean drama for several summers in
the New York University Branch at Lake Chatauqua.
Dean J. Frank Bartlett was one of a select
group of college deans invited (1959) to participate in an "Intellectual Life Conference" at
Thinkers' Lodge, located on industrialist Cyrus
Eaton's ancestral estate at Pugwash, Nova Scotia. These Pugwash Conferences are said to have
laid the groundwork for the Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty and for the Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks (SALT). 22
Several instructors, representing the Marshall Teachers College, were on temporary assignments elsewhere: Frederick Fitch, Jr., the
Chairman of the Men's Physical Education Department, taught courses in safety education in
New York University, Florida State and Fresno
State College. Joseph Lichtenstein taught educational psychology four successive summers in
the Graduate School of the University of Virginia. In the area of the fine arts, Jane Hobson
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(Shepherd), who was professionally registered
with the Columbia Concert Management of New
York, was a guest mezzo soprano with George
Szell's famed Cleveland Symphony. Alfred Lanegger, the violinist, served as concert master for
eight sessions with the Roanoke Symphony, and
he likewise performed as a guest artist in the
Aspen (Colorado) Festival of Arts. 23

Serving simultaneously during this same period of time (1946-1968) were the six Fulbright
lecturers who represented Marshall University
in foreign countries. It is likely that no institution of comparable standing surpassed Marshall
University in the number of its faculty members
who were accorded visiting engagements.

CHAPTER 7 - College of Arts & Sciences
'Frequently on Friday afternoons Dean Bartlett had a way of notifying these young untenured instructors that he wanted to
see them in his office on Monday morning. Since they had no way of knowing what the dean wanted with them, they would
worry about it for two days before appearing "before the throne" on Monday. Finally, one of the senior professors
persuaded Bartlett to cease and desist such an intimidating policy.
2

The Parthenon, May 12, 1950; Stewart H. Smith to Paul England, February 9, 1953; Stewart H. Smith to Walter Winchell,
March 28, 1950; Stewart H. Smith to Dr. Chauncey Wright, April 30, 1950.

3

The Parthenon, September 16, 1963; S. C. Church to Stewart H. Smith, January 9, 1957; J. H. Hovart to Stewart H. Smith,
October 8, 1963.

4

5

0

The Smith Papers, October 16, 1959; The Parthenon, October 20, 1959.

The Parthenon, October 26, 1962; The Parthenon, July 23, 1964; (later conveyed to the author by Dr. Sam Clagg.)
Dean J. Frank Bartlett considered this cooperative program one of the major achievements of his deanship along with the
Honors Program.

'Data furnished the author by Dr. Raymond Janssen; Marshall College Faculty Bulletin, January 4, 1958; Dr. Raymond
Janssen to Dr. Stewart H. Smith, April 30, n.d. The geological museum contained a slab of Italian violet marble that
Mussolini gave to Hitler, which Der Fuhrer used in adorning the floor of Berchgarten, Hitler's retreat in the Bavarian
Alps.
8

Stewart H. Smith to Donald C. Martin, July 18, 1956. The Donald C. Martin Astronomical Observatory, an adjunct of The
Huntington Galleries, was dedicated in 1975.

9

Stewart H. Smith to Senator John Hoblitzell, Jr., (West Virginia) April 23, 1958.

'"Data furnished the author by Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins, December 2, 1979.
11

The title of Dr. Perry's dissertation is Conflict of Expectations and Rules and Policy Science Beha,ior. Leonard White,
who taught Public Administration for many years in the University of Chicago, was a pioneer scholar in this branch of
political science.

12

Kenneth Hechler, who replaced Carl Leiden in the Political Science Department at Marshall between January and July,
1957, was one of the more imaginative teachers in the college. Hechler would come sauntering into his classroom,
brandishing a tennis racket and swinging it at an imaginary ball. "Politics is really just a racket," he would say. Hechler
served his eight o'clock class fruit juice, doughnuts and coffee. He pretended that he could determine the political faith of
his students by the choice and quantity of the victuals they ate for breakfast. Moreover, Dr. Hechler installed a two-way
radio telephonic system that connected his classroom with the national Capitol in Washington, so that his students could
talk back and forth with members of Congress. From a Philadelphia clothier, Hechler rented Eighteenth Century
costumes that simulated the apparel worn by Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton. Hechler would privately
rehearse two of his students in impersonating these rival statesmen, so that when his class in political theory studied the
party battles of the Washington Administration - to their complete surprise - the two students would walk into the
classroom and start impersonating Jefferson and Hamilton.
Congressman Hechler's voluminous public papers are deposited in the Special Collections room of the Morrow Library.
Hechler's book The Bridge at Remagen, was made into a motion picture. Dr. Hechler's most scholarly published work has
to do with The Republican Insurgency Mo,ement During the Taft Administration. He recently published The Endless
Frontier, a history of the Committee on Science and Technology, of which Hechler was a member.
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Statement by Vice President Harold E. Walker, February 8, 1963 (Smith Papers); Management Research Survey,
Washington, D. C., October, 1962.

1.1

14

Webster Meyers' statement in the Marshall College Faculty Bulletin, February 22, 1958. Reminiscent of Ravenal Hill, the
charlatan in the Speech Department during the Shawkey administration, the college made the mistake (in the 1950's) of
employing still another imposter - this time in the Psychology Department. "Doctor" Vincent Daly came to the
Huntington State Hospital as a psychiatrist upon the recommendation of his former employer at the Michigan State
Hospital in Ypsilanti. Daly, who taught graduate courses part-time in the Marshall Psychology Department, pretended
that he had a Ph.D. degree from the University of Berne (Switzerland) and an M.A. degree from Oxford. Dr. Loemker says
that he didn't notice anything particularly irregular about Daly's performance except that he refused to join the American
Psychological Association, and he would not affix his signature to certain papers. After Daly moved on to the Mississippi
State Hospital, it occured to Dr. Loemker that perhaps Daly was an imposter; so he wrote to the Universities of Berne and
Oxford, and, sure enough, Daly had no degree from either school. When Loemker apprised the authorities in Mississippi
of Daly's decepUon, of course Daly was immediately fired, although the· Superintendent of the Mississippi Hospital
regretted that he had to dismiss Daly becau e he aid he had been of real help to the patients in editing an institutional
newspaper. Kenneth Loemker to Charle H. Moffat, December 9, 1979. Also the files of the Cabell County Medical
Society in possession of the author.

15

George Santayana to George W. Howgate, February 15, 1939 (manuscript in possession of Mrs. Ann Howgate of
Huntington). The letter was written and mailed from the Bristol Hotel in Rome, Italy.

16

The Parthenon, March 24, 1961.

17

Ibid, September 21, 1966.

18

Stewart H. Smith to Mrs. Tracy Egnor, November 4, 1966; Page Pitt to Stewart H. Smith, April 13, 1966; The Parthenon,
April 13, 1966. Virginia Pitt's article in Reader's Digest (August, 1969), entitled "My Most Unforgettable Character,"
relates to her husband, Page Pitt.

19

Manin Stone to Stewart H. Smith, January 29, 1951.

20

Raymond Bell to Stewart H. Smith, March 27, 1962; Maurice Burnside to Stewart H. Smith, January 10, 1951.

21

The Parthenon, March 12, 1958.

22

The Birmingham, (Alabama) News, May 11, 1979.

23

Information regarding these visiting assignments was based upon interviews, and the fact that the author knew all of these
professors.

3. The Teachers College and the Graduate
School
The Teachers College of Marshall University
is the oldest, and for many years it had the
largest student enrollment of any division of the
institution. Since its inception in 1923, the college had been administered by Deans James B.
Shouse, Otis G. Wilson and for one academic
year (1945-1946) by Dr. Stewart H. Smith.
When Dr. Smith became the interim President
of Marshall College in 1946, the Deanship of
the Teachers College was assumed temporarily
by Dr. Roy C. Wood, the senior member of the
Department of Education. Since Dr. Wood did
not enjoy administrative minutiae, he was happy
to relinquish the responsibilities of the office to
Dr. Harry Heflin, who served as dean for less
than a month before accepting the Presidency of

Glenville State College in the fall of 1947. The
deanship was finally stabilized in November,
1947, when Dr. D. Banks Wilburn succeeded to
the office.
A native of Shepherdstown, in the eastern
panhandle of West Virginia, D. Banks Wilburn
had earned degrees in Shepherd College and in
West Virginia University, before he received a
doctorate in education from George Washington
University in the nation's capital. Wilburn had
acquired varied educational experiences as an
elementary teacher and principal in the public
schools of West Virginia. At the time of his
appointment as dean, Dr. Wilburn was a Professor of Education in the Iowa State Teachers
College in Cedar Falls. When Dean Wilburn
came to Marshall in November, 1947, he was a
youthful-looking and enthusiastic man of thirty-six years, who soon won for himself a host of
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faithful friends. Wilburn was singularly adept at
commanding loyalty to himself as a person, as
well as to his educational ideals.
Not since the Shawkey era (1923-1935) would
the Teachers College flourish as it did under
Dean Wilburn's leadership. As stated earlier,
President Allen had been disdainful of teachertraining courses, and as a result, he had shown
partiality to the College of Arts and Sciences
and to the Graduate division. But under Dean
Wilburn's leadership, the lean years for the
Teachers College were now over. Wilburn would
lend stability and a singleness of purpose to the
deanship during the ensuing seventeen years (to
1964). It was sometimes said of Wilburn that he
was "an empire builder," for he immediately
began to strengthen the faculty of the Teachers
College both numerically and qualitatively.
Moreover, he not only created new courses and
departments, but he launched out boldly upon
novel programs in teacher education that had
repercussions throughout the state.
For more than a decade following the Second
Great War (1946-1960), it seemed that the Marshall Teachers College was largely engaged in
training personnel, only to lose most of its
graduates to the more prosperous states, such as
Ohio, Florida and California. School officials
from as far away as San Diego - upon the recommendation of the Ohio State University - came
to Marshall in 1956 to recruit graduates of the
Teachers College. 1 Teachers who had been
trained at Marshall were, indeed, so omnipresent and indispensible to the Florida schools that
some county systems, such as Broward (Ft. Lauderdale), would have been seriously discommoded had the Marshall contingent decided to go
elsewhere. President Smith was disturbed over
the exodus of Marshall-trained teachers to other states. He regretted that: "Our state government has failed to sell the state, its opportunities
and its advantages to the youth of West Virginia."2
However, with the gradual improvement in
salary schedules in West Virginia, more teachers began to accept positions in the state. By
1961 more than half of the Teachers College
graduates in West Virginia elected to teach in
the Mountain State, and in 1967 the placement
office at Marshall disclosed that two-thirds of
the Marshall Teachers College graduates remained in the state.
Since accrediting agencies are never ceasing
in their vigilance, the question of institutional
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D. Banks Wilburn, Dean, 1947-1964

recognition has been of central importance to all
colleges. During Dean Wilburn's administration, the Teachers College was accorded high
marks in most categories by the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
(1952-1953). Especially was the college praised
for its efficient administration, its guidance and
counseling department, the superior qualifications of its faculty and for its progressive teaching methods. The accrediting agency was also
favorably impressed with the "healthy growth"
of the Graduate School, the increased holdings
in the college library and with the proposed
cooperative projects contemplated with the College of Education of West Virginia University.
True to form however, the AACTE issued stern
admonitions relative to inadequate funding and
excessive faculty teaching loads. Furthermore,
the agency urged the Teachers College to require more "content" subjects, particularly in
the field of mathematics, science, art and music. 3

The American Association of Colleges for
Teacher Education created in 1964 an accrediting agency within the parent organization,
which in time superceded it and is known as The
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE). However, Marshall was
accorded only provisional accreditation by this
agency (1964); and it was not until 1971 that the
Teachers College was granted unconditional
sanction by NCATE. 4
The decade of the 1950's in the Marshall
Teachers College was the time when numerous
workshops and institutes proliferated on the
campus. Each summer a welter of sundry programs trained legions of student teachers in almost every type of discipline related to elementary and secondary education. As mentioned
earlier, the National Science Foundation granted to the college a half million dollars over a ten
-year period for the training of science teachers.
One of Dean Wilburn's major achievements
was to initiate and to develop a student advisory
system in the Teachers College. Moreover, the
guidance and counseling curriculum at Marshall
was considered to be second to none within a
radius of three hundred miles. This helps to
explain why the Department of Health, Education and Welfare (in 1959) provided a generous
grant of $225,000 with which to subsidize workshops in counseling.
Then, too, the college conducted summer institutes relative to such sundry disciplines as
audio-visual aids, special education, kindergarten and primary education, as well as in nutrition, Far Eastern politics and geography. Furthermore, the Education Department in the college offered an interesting medley of courses
ranging from flower arrangement and narcotics
control to the techniques of integrating the
races in the secondary school system.
One of the longest lived and perhaps the most
publicized of the summer workshops had to do
with economics education. For some time, educators had deplored the fact that economics was
not even taught in the secondary schools of the
state. As a matter of fact, social studies teachers
were generally unfamiliar with the mysteries
and vagaries peculiar to the American economic
system. To be sure, these teachers were reasonably conversant with American history per se,
but if economics is considered to be the "dismal
science," most of these high school instructors
were "dismally" uninformed about the intricacies of the national economy.

In an effort to rectify this glaring weakness,
Marshall was one of thirty colleges and universities selected in 1959 to conduct summer workshops in economics education. U oder the auspices of the New York University Joint Council
on Economics Education and the West Virginia
Council on Economics Education, the Marshall
workshops were funded by local corporations
that defrayed the cost of both the teaching
equipment as well as scholarships. The workshops were administered on the campus successively by Professors Edwin Cub by and Mahl on
Brown of the Social Studies Department and by
George Munn, the Chairman of the Department
of Economics. All told, nearly three hundred
teachers completed the prescribed course of
study. 5
Throughout Dean Wilburn's tenure, more students received the M.A. degree in the various
areas of education than in any other department
in Marshall College. Dr. Roy Wood, a veteran of
the Education Department, directed most of the
master's theses in Public School Administration. Though not an innovative educator, Wood
had, nonetheless, published innumerable articles and educational bulletins, and as cited elsewhere, he had once served as President of the
National Council of Tests and Measurements.
No professor in the entire institution maintained more rigorous academic and professional
standards than did Dr. Wood, and it was he, as
much so as anyone, who enhanced the general
reputation of the Marshall Teachers College.
Extension classes had been an educational
service rendered by Marshall since 1915, when
the institution was still a junior college. Primarily offered for the professional benefit of teachers or prospective teachers, the college taught
both graduate and undergraduate courses in
education and in the arts and sciences. Extension classes were taught in populous centers extending from Summersville to Pineville. At the
outset of President Smith's administration,
teaching extension classes was counted as "a
part of a professor's teaching load," but by 1950
supplementary compensation was gradually increased to $300 per semester for a three-hour
course. While this was not considered to be lavish remuneration, Paul Collins, the director, seldom encountered any difficulty in garnering
enough teachers. In wintry weather the hazards
of driving on West Virginia secondary roads
were very real, and several accidents inevitably
occurred in the line of duty. Dr. Carl Leiden's
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Ford slid off the road near Harts Creek and
landed on a tree top, and Dr. Herschel Heath
(history) fractured an arm in an automobile accident near Kermit. In spite of the dangers involved, for many instructors, there was something enjoyable about "teaching on extension."
Among the perquisites were a free country-style
meal in a small town restaurant, and there was
much congenial masculine companionship, as
well as earthy conversation engaged in on these
long journeys. Though the quality of work done
by teachers and students alike was seldom, if
ever, equal to that offered on the campus, the
students were almost invariably cooperative and
appreciative. The Marshall extension division
undoubtedly endeared the university to many
rural teachers and this, of course, substantially
increased the total enrollment of the institution,
since the "extension students" came to the campus to complete the requirements for a degree.
With the exception of schoolteachers seeking
to renew their certificates by attending summer
school, there had been virtually no adult students enrolled in Marshall prior to the Second
World War. Contributing dramatically to a
change in educational life style, Marshall College - following the war - inaugurated a program
in "continuing education." An evening school
was organized in which courses were taught in
virtually every academic discipline. By night, all
of the college buildings were as brilliantly lighted as a blast furnace. Not only teachers, but
businessmen, senior citizens, policemen and
housewives all took advantage of the opportunity to earn a degree, or else to audit courses of
their choosing. Even practicing physicians,
whose narrow professional training had largely
precluded their being exposed to "cultural" subjects, now attended night school at Marshall so
as to audit classes in literature, history or philosophy.
A singularly important adjunct of the Teachers College curriculum related to the special
education of exceptional children, which, incidentally, was the only such program in the state.
The Director of the Marshall project, Dr. Allen
Blumberg, also served as a member of President
Kennedy's panel relating to mental retardation.
The college acquired in 1962 the use of the
former Douglass High School (renamed Fairfield), which served as a laboratory facility for
cases involving mental retardation. After Dr.
Blumberg resigned in 1967, he was succeeded by
Dr. Offa Lou Jenkins. Ultimately Dr. Barbara
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Guyer joined the faculty as a specialist in learning disabilities, and she is renowned as an expert in this discipline. Nor did the college neglect the physically handicapped students. Federal grants were procured in 1964 with which to
establish a program in rehabilitation, which included a speech pathology and audiology clinic,
administered jointly by the Teachers College
and the Speech Department under the supervision of Dr. Ruth Garrett (speech). Maintained in
connection with the undergraduate program in
speech correction, a four-year curriculum led to
a basic certificate awarded by the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association. Children with various types of speech defects were
included in the training program. When therapy
was prescribed, it was usually scheduled twice
each week, for which service no professional fee
was charged the patient.' Modern and wellequipped clinical laboratories were later provided in the Smith Academic Center, which was
occupied in 1967.
The Marshall Plan of Cooperative Education
was a pedagogic novelty which received widespread commendation. One distinct phase of the
project was called "The September Experience," which was administered by Dr. Harold
Willey. The pragmatic purpose of the program
was to afford practice teachers an opportunity
to become actively engaged in the educational
process by observing on the grounds the procedures involved in the opening of schools in Mason County.
A much more elaborate off-campus experiment in cooperative education (1962) was financed by the Ford Foundation, the West Virginia Board of Education and by Marshall University. This cooperative plan, which served
Cabell, Kanawha and Mason Counties, comprised a curriculum of four-and-a-half years
duration, in which the student during his junior
and senior years devoted the fall semester to
teaching and the ensuing second semester to
classroom work in the university. A studentteacher, who directed the learning process of
ninety pupils, utilized new media in languages,
mathematics, science and audio-visual aids. The
teachers placed a special emphasis upon original research and upon modern techniques of
problem solving.'
Dean Wilburn considered the Marshall laboratory school to be an invaluable auxiliary to
teacher education. Under the successive principalship of Professors Paul Musgrave, Lawrence

Nuzum, Taylor Cremeans and Rex Gray, the
Jenkins Laboratory School was, until 1968, an
integral part of the Teachers College.
A signal honor of national import was bestowed upon Lyell Douthat, a social studies
teacher in the laboratory school, when in 1962
Douthat became the recipient of a Valley Forge
Freedom Foundation medal. The Foundation,
which purports to perpetuate basic American
principles, has as its honorary chairman the
President of the United States. The Freedom
Foundation recognizes classroom instructors
who have done exceptional work in "teaching
responsible citizenship and a better understanding of the American way of life." Kenneth
Welles, the Secretary of the Freedom Foundation, commended President Stewart Smith
"upon having a teacher (Lyell Douthat) of this
caliber" on the Marshall faculty.•
Under Dean Wilburn's guidance, the Teachers College received several accolades of national importance. The college was one of thirty
teacher-training institutions to be invited in
1959 by the National Education Association to
be represented in a conclave at the University of
Kansas. At this conference Dean Wilburn described the distinctive features of the Marshall
program which, of course, included the laboratory school, the cooperative programs, the preschool and primary education curricula and the
program in special education.
At the close of Dean Wilburn's seventeenyear tenure (1947-1964) as Dean of the Marshall Teachers College, it had become one of the
ten largest teacher-training institutions in the
United States.9 While Dr. Wilburn had bequeathed a rich legacy to the cause of teacher
education in West Virginia, he subsequently
contributed even more. When Dr. Harry Heflin
accepted a Vice Presidency in West Virginia
University (1964), Dean Wilburn succeeded Heflin as President of Glenville State College.
President Smith extolled Wilburn as "a vigorous, enthusiastic, cooperative and loyal administrator." 10

******
Dr. Wilburn's successor as Dean of the
Teachers College was Dr. Robert B. Hayes. A
native of Harrison County and a graduate of
Asbury College in Kentucky, Hayes had had
experience in the secondary schools in Kansas
before he earned the doctorate in education

from the University of Kansas. At the time of
his selection as Dean, Dr. Hayes was a Professor of Education in Taylor University in Upland, Indiana. During the ensuing decade (19641974) of Dean Hayes' stewardship, the Marshall
Teachers College was the laureate of an impressive number of significant awards.
Under the provisions of the Higher Education
Act (1965), Marshall University was selected as
the state training center for the National Teachers Corps. This was a two-year master's degree
program designed to provide better educational
opportunities for deprived children in four backward counties in West Virginia. While the student teachers who participated in this experiement were required to have a bachelor's degree
in the liberal arts, it was stipulated that they
must not have had any teaching experience.
Teams of teacher-interns - who were paid $75
per month - supplemented the existing instructional faculties in elementary schools. Under
the general supervision of Dr. Harold Willey,
the Teachers Corps at Marshall was cited by the
Office of Education as one of the most successful of the fifty units in the United States. 11
Because of its superior performance in the
area of preschool educational practices, the
Teachers College received (1966) a subsidy
awarded by the Office of Economic Opportunity
for the orientation of Head Start workers. This
program ultimately involved the training of
three hundred students, teachers and social service employees. The program, which was sponsored (1966 and 1967) by the Marshall University Education Department, was coordinated by
Dr. Margaret Campbell (Education) and Adella
Strauss (Home Economics). The national office
in Washington declared the Marshall Head
Start project to be of "excellent quality," and
the national secretary expressed enthusiastic
commendation of the Marshall program. 12
The Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation of Pittsburgh showed a special deference
toward West Virginia colleges. (Perhaps this
was because Benedum was a native of Bridgeport.) The Foundation (1966) donated the
Teachers College $3,000 in support of a graduate program in counseling, to be conducted in
cooperation with Ohio University. It was presupposed that students might acquire practical
knowledge of the advisory process by serving as
interns in such campus offices as Admissions
and Student Affairs. A cooperative effort was
also effected with West Virginia University,
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when both institutions agreed to sponsor extension classes in education on the graduate level.
Furthermore, the two state universities agreed
to "cross list" courses that were being taught in
the Kanawha Valley Graduate Center of West
Virginia University.
The United States Department of Labor created in 1967 a New Careers Program on the
campus, which purported to aid unemployed (or
"under-employed") persons in developing new
skills. The allocation of federal funds to Marshall University amounted to $47,600 for the
school year 1967-1968. Sixty-eight people divided their time equally between the classroom and
employment in such local institutions as state
welfare offices, the Community Action Center,
the Veterans Administration and City Hall.
Subsequent to the enactment of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in 1964,
Marshall University (1967) collaborated with
eight other West Virginia Colleges in directing
a pilot center for teaching in Kanawha County.
Designated the Multi-State Teachers Education
Program (MSTEP), the nine-week program enabled practice teachers to acquire practical experience in schools removed from the campus.
The first vocational rehabilitation program in
the state was established by the Marshall
Teachers College in 1967. This is an inter-disciplinary curricula involving the departments of
education, psychology and sociology. The individual teacher ministers to the physically and
mentally handicapped student, both in the classroom and in supervised field service. Resource
personnel include welfare agents, probation officers and the staff of the Green Acres School
for Mentally Retarded Children. Dean Hayes
manifested a paternal interest in the Green
Acres project, and more so than anyone else, he
was responsible for both its survival and its continued success.
For some time it had become increasingly
evident that the campus laboratory school wa.s
incapable of accommodating all of the practice
teachers enrolled in the college. The North Central Association afforded the university the option of either enlarging the facilities of the
training school or else acquiring adequate facilities for practice teachers within the public
school system. In conformity with the national
trend in teacher education, the college chose the
latter alternative, and in 1968 the first stage of
the gradual elimination of the laboratory school
was implemented.

150

******
The Marshall Teachers College, unlike colleges of education in the major universities, contained a number of so-called "content" disciplines which were unrelated to pedagogic methodology. President Smith was wary of thi arrangement, since be feared tbat "the real danger
of expansion to include non-technical educational fields is that teacher education might be
considered less important than some other
fields." 10 Perhaps a more serious objection was
that several of these departments, lodged within
the Teachers College, offered courses that were
a duplication of subject matter that was being
taught in the College of Art.s and Sciences. This
anomalous situation existed because some educators subscribed to the theory that students,
who were preparing to become teachers, should
be taught a different type of mathematics, science and social studies from that prescribed for
other students.
After he became Dean in 1947, Dr. Wilburn
created a Department of Social Studies within
the Teachers College. It was argued that the
courses in this department more nearly conformed to the subject matter tJrnt teachers would
be required to teach in the secondary and elementary schools. The offerings within the ocial Studies Department consisted for the most
part of a conglomerate, including world history
political cience, sociology and economics course that were simultaneously being taught
in the respective social science departments of
the College of Arts and Sciences. Though the
North Central Association looked askance upon
this type of repetition, the department, nevertheless, continued to remain viable under the
successive Chairmanship of Dean Arvil Harris
and Dr. Edwin ubby. As stated above the Social Studies Department, over a prolonged period, conducted a uccessful workshop 1>ertaining
to economics education. Furthermore, through
the years, 1948-1980, the department ha contained an appreciative number of instructors
who have engaged in academic endeavors of major importance, both at home and abroad.
The sciences constituted a ~irurcatcd discipline which maintained separate departments one within the Teachers College and another cheek against jowl - within the College of Arts
and Sciences. For example, there were departments of biology and physical science in the

Teachers College, which were in large measure a
duplication of the curricula in the Departments
of Zoology, Botany and Physics within the College of Arts and Sciences. At the behest of the
National Council for the Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE), all of the Science
Departments (1964) were concentrated in the
College of Arts and Sciences. 13 As a result, all of
the biology, botany and zoology courses (as well
as the teaching personnel) were placed in a new
Department of Biological Sciences in the
College of Arts and Sciences, under the Chairmanship of Dr. Harold Ward. Likewise, the
physical science courses (and faculty) were
merged with the physics courses, and a new
Department of Physics and Physical Science in
the College of Arts and Sciences was established
under the Chairmanship of Dr. Donald C. Martin.
There were a number of other disciplines
within the Marshall Teachers College, which in
more complex institutions reside in a college
separate and apart from Education, since they
are in no sense "methods courses." The Men's
Physical Education Department, within the
Marshall Teachers College, was distinguished
for several reasons. The department was innovative in the teaching of safety education, a broad
area of study embracing driver education, law
enforcement and industrial safety. Frederick
"Doc" Fitch, the Chairman of the department,
was in demand as a lecturer in safety education
in several universities. Dr. Marvin Mills, also a
specialist in this relatively new discipline, attained national recognition.
The Men's Physical Education Department
continued to maintain one of the largest intramural sports programs in the United States. For
example, the statistics for the academic year,
1961-1962, boggle the mind: "Swede" Gullickson's intramural activities in that school year
included 140 sports activities and more than five
thousand contests, in which 22,000 participants
engaged! 14
The Music Department, which in larger institutions is lodged in a College of Fine Arts, continued to be a respected member of the Marshall
academic hierarchy. Dr. Charles Lawrence
Kingsbury, who succeeded Harry Mueller as
Chairman of the department in 1950, believed
that a music teacher should also be a competent
performer; he, therefore, proceeded to build one
of the largest and most accomplished faculties
on the campus. Emphasis was placed upon train-

Dean A. E. Harris, 1962

ing music teachers for the elementary and secondary schools, rather than upon producing professional musicians. 15 A substantial proportion
of the band and choir directors - as well as music
teachers - in the West Virginia and southeastern Ohio school systems ·were trained in the
Music Department of Marshall University.
In spite of deplorable physical facilities (prior
to 1967), the Department of Music offered a
wide variety of presentations. There were symphonic and a cappella choirs, as well as
marching bands and concert bands. The department conducted opera clinics, and it sponsored
the annual Metropolitan Opera auditions. No
department in the university enriched the cultural life of the community more so. Alfred Lanegger for years directed a community symphony;
and also for the edification of the general public,
the Department presented Handel's Messiah
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at each Christmastide. The Music faculty members were unfailingly generous in sharing their
talents with the townspeople, whether it be as
directors of church choirs or as guest artists
appearing before clubs and assemblies, or in
their own recitals. Moreover, the Music and
Speech Departments enthralled the local citizenry (in the 1960's) with their joint productions
of popular musicals. Likewise, the two departments, in "Sounds of Music," made a notable
contribution to the "Centennial Cavalcade of
1963." Though handicapped for four decades
because of unsatisfactory quarters, the department finally acquired a new building in 1967,
with the opening of Evelyn Hollberg Smith
Hall.
The Department of Geography, since its creation in 1914, has been peculiarly responsive to
the needs of elementary teachers. When the inimitable Frances Burgess was chairwoman, the
department stressed physical geography and
teaching methods, both of which were later relegated to the geology and education departments, respectively. 16
It was the abysmal ignorance of geography on
the part of both military personnel and civilians
during the Second World War that accentuated
emphasis upon world geography. Dr. Leslie Davis, who succeeded Fanny Burgess as chairman
of the Geography Department, served for two
decades and was succeeded in 1966 by Dr. Sam
Clagg. The department created the only graduate program in geography in the state of West
Virginia.
The Department of Geography has consistently kept abreast of modern curricular developments by offering the entire gamut of courses,
including North American and world geography, cartography, historical and commercial geography, as well as the geography of West Virginia. Robert Britton was the co-author of a
teachers manual, and in 1953 he contributed a
West Virginia map to the Britannica Junior
Encyclopaedia. Dr. Sam Clagg was the author of
several regional atlases and a West Virginia
Fact Book(cited elsewhere). Dr. Clagg collaborated with Dr. Howard Mills in preparing an
ecological study entitled The Quantitatire Phy-

siognomic Analysis of the Vegetation of the
Florida EJ'erglades (1963). 17
Home Economics education at Marshall
"came of age" during the Smith regime. The
department evolved from a modest curriculum
called "domestic science," which had been pri-
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marily limited to cooking and sewing, which,
indeed, had been the layman's conception of
what the discipline was all about. Under the
progressive guidance of Myrtle Rouse, the department attained a dignified professional status, commensurate with the modern-day appreciation of home economics as an extraordinarily
practical and useful field of endeavor.
As stated earlier, the Department of Home
Economics - during the war years (1941-1945) affiliated with the Federal Smith-Hughes vocational program. At the same time, the department acquired a commodious three-story residence adjoining the campus which became the
home management house and nursery school. In
keeping with modern trends in home economics
education, the department advanced far beyond
a mere "housekeeping and dishwashing" regimen.
More recent graduates of the department have
acquired competence in such vitally important
subjects as dietetics, family health - including
prenatal and infant care - consumer education
and problems of family relations. 18 A considerable number of the graduates found satisfying
employment - not only as teachers - but also in
agricultural extension service, with industrial
and commercial firms (such as public utilities)
and in eleemosynary and correctional institutions. One graduate of the department, Martha
Wooten Lilly of Beckley, (class of 1967), is currently the Director of Food Service for the penal
system of North Carolina, an institutional complex which embraces eighty-eight correctional
and educational institutions. 19 (Mrs. Lilly was
one of Glamour magazine's "Success Choices of
1975.") Another alumna of the department,
Yvonne Spurlock Ferguson, is presently (1980)
the Supervisor of Home Economics Education
for the State of West Virginia.
The Graduate School
While graduate work had been an integral
phase of the college curriculum since 1937, a
significant addition to the program was created
in 1948 when the Board of Education authorized
the college to establish a Graduate School to
supersede the Graduate Council. It was at President Smith's behest that Dr. Arvil Ernest Harris, the Chairman of the Graduate Council, was
designated the first Dean of the Marshall Graduate School. Dean Harris, a native West Virginian and a Marshall alumnus, had earned the

doctorate in Political Science in the State University of Iowa. At the time of his appointment
as Dean, Harris was Chairman of the Department of Social Studies and a Professor of Political Science. Dean Harris was a personable and
modest man of uncommon wisdom, who inspired
respect and confidence from faculty and students alike. In addition to his academic responsibilities at the college, Dr. Harris served at
intervals as a city councilman and as Mayor of
Huntington. Harris was Dean of the Graduate
School for sixteen years - until 1964 - at which
time he was succeeded by Dr. John Warren, a
plant ph ys iologist, who was th e Chairman of the
Depa rtment of Biological Sciences in Tennessee
Polytechnic Institute at Cookeville.
At the time of its inception in 1948, the G raduate School offered master's degrees in only
nine disciplines, those being the more traditional subject-matter fields. But during the next two
decades (1948-1968) the expanded curricula
would include master's degree programs in library science, business subjects and journalism.
The Graduate School in Marshall University
was unique in West Virginia in that it offered an
M.A. degree in geography and also an interdisciplinary master's program in communications.
Furthermore, two-year graduate curricula were
established (in 1962) for school administrators,
counselors, school psychologists and supervisors of special education.
The Graduate School was handicapped from
the start in that it had no separate budget nor
graduate faculty. T he school was entire ly dependen t upon th e fa culties of the Teachers College
and the College of Arts and S ciences. Moreover,
there was always a com1,elling need for additional graduate fellows hips and assistantships
so as to attract more superior students.
After a period of twelve years had elapsed, the
Graduate School (1960) had apparently not developed as symmetrically as President Smith
would have preferred. Smith deprecated the fact
that the Board of Education was by no means as
"aggressive or progressive" in promoting graduate studies at Marshall as was the Board of
Governors in supporting the Graduate School of
Wes t Virginia University. "Steps whicl1 they
(th e West Virginia University Board of Governors are taking," Smith said, "appea r to be
designed to push our graduate program in the
background. " 21
Probably the most objective and candid evaluation of the Graduate School, as it appeared to

be during the Smith years, can be gleaned from
the minutes of the University Administrative
Cabinet in 1962. It was the opinion of the Cabinet that: "Many students seek admission to
Marshall only after they have failed to get financial assistance at other institutions or have
been denied admission because of a poor undergraduate scholastic record; yet our reputation as
a small but little-known graduate school is
good. " 22 It was, indeed, "good" a evidenced by
the large number of its master' graduates who
earned degrees in the graduate schools of the
major univers ities. Moreover, it was also "good"
in that virtually all of the instructors of graduate
courses at Marshall had earned the Ph.D. degree in their particular field of specialization.
It was a national trend of the 1960's for regional universities to start offering the Ph.D.
degree; but it was the consensus of the Marshall
Administrative Cabinet, as well as most of the
faculty (1962), that the Graduate School should
only gingerly inaugurate new or advanced programs. Instead it was asserted that the school
should strengthen its ex isting curricula. In spite
of these words of wisdom, there were loud voices
being raised on the faculty favoring the establishment of a doctoral curriculum in the Graduate School. After university status was attained in 1961, President Smith predicted that a
doctoral program would "eventually be inaugurated in the university." It was the judgment of
the Administrative Cabinet in 1964 that the six
departments that were potentially able to confer
the Ph.D. degree were education, psychology,
biology, chemistry, history and English. 23 As
for the latter two departments, this assessment
seems unrealistic and over-optimistic. The faculty of the History Department was entirely too
small, and its course offerings were severely
limited; while the English Department, as mentioned elsewhere, was critically deficient in the
number of its faculty members who possessed
terminal degrees.
Decidedly the most ambitious department in
the university, and certainly the one most eager
to offer a doctoral program, was the Department
of Chemistry. It is true that the department had
more faculty members with doctoral degrees
than any other department, and collectively the
members of the department had engaged in more
scholarly research than had professors in any
division of the university. Furthermore, the
Chemistry Department (in 1963) had been admitted in good standing as an affiliate member
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of the exclusive American Chemical Society. On
the ba is of these solid achievements, Dr. John
Wotiz, the hairman - upon the urging of the
S outh Charleston chemical iiulustry - persistently sought permission from Marshall University to confer the Ph.D. degree in chemistry. If
the university did not do so, it was predicted that
a school would soon be established in the Kanawha Valley that would confer the doctorate in
the physical sciences.
While the Chemistry Department was indubitably the best equipped to initiate doctoral studies, the auxiliary departments of mathematics
and phy ic were not adequately prepared to
support such an ambitious undertaking. ft was
primarily for that reaso n that the proposed doctoral program in chemistry was oppo eel by th
ational cience Foundation, the North Cen-

tral Association and consequently by the State
Board of Education. 24 Subsequently, the university committed its professional expertise to improving its master's degree programs, and in
that endeavor it was reasonably successful. Perhaps that was the logical function of a regional
university anyhow; and yet many graduate
schools in comparable institutions did not adopt
such a prudent policy. Though hindsight is said
to be more acute than foresight, still it did not
require an especial gift of prophecy in the 1960's
to foresee that the promiscuous creation of doctoral programs would inevitably produce a plethora of Ph.D.'s in the academic marketplace.
Happily, Marshall University did not contribute
to that surplus. The Graduate School was not
particeps criminis to an academic folly of such
magnitude.
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4. In Search of Supplementary Accreditation
The question of status is just as important to
an educational institution as it is to an individual. The North Central Association, which had
accredited the college since the early years of
the Shawkey administration (1926), was probably the most demanding accrediting agency in
the United States; and yet Marshall College had
never been suspended by the NCA. This is not to
imply, however, that the college was not reminded periodically of its deficiencies.
The Marshall administration must have felt
flattered in 1955 when President Smith was appointed to the Commission on Colleges and Universities within the North Central Association.
The responsibility of the Commission was to
evaluate the quality of education maintained by
member institutions. The NCA evaluation of
Marshall College in 1958 reflected an accurate
institutional profile at the time when the college
was beginning to seek university status. On the
debit side of the academic ledger, the NCA
warned the college that the financial appropriations were inadequate. Moreover, the administrative hierarchy needed to be enlarged so as to
conform to a "university type" institution. For
example, the College of Arts and Sciences contained several vocationally oriented departments
that should have been lodged in separate colleges. Moreover, the NCA admonished that the
faculty teaching loads were too heavy and that

the academic deans - all of whom were teaching
classes - should certainly not be teaching at all. 1
The agency implied, however, that there was
really nothing wrong with Marshall College that
money could not correct.
On the credit side of the ledger, Marshall was
commended by the NCA in such laudatory terms
as to evoke a smile on the part of the deans and
faculty. The NCA stated that the students
"voiced pride and confidence in Marshall College and its leadership." Instruction was deemed
"at a high level," as evidenced by student testimony, the demand for Marshall graduates in the
marketplace, the students' use of the library and
by a sampling of classroom performance
through visitation. Furthermore, the faculty
members were considered to have been well
trained and competent. After separating the fine
from the dross, the visitation committee stated
that it was "generally pleased" with the quality
of education being offered at Marshall College. 2
And yet by 1966, several of the same deficiencies about which the NCA had warned the college in 1958 had not yet been corrected. The
financial structure was still precarious; the faculty continued to be over-burdened, and the journalism and business administration departments
were still incongruously residing within the College of Arts and Sciences. 3 The inevitable reaction to the report was that the administration
felt impelled to initiate one of those periodical
institutional self-study inventories.
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******
Shortly after Dr. Smith succeeded to the
presidency in 1946, many alumnae began requesting that the college entreaty the American
Association of University Women to place Marshall on its approved list of colleges. 4 It seemed
ironical that Marshall had been denied this recognition, since it had enjoyed the longest, continuous and uninterrupted period of accreditation by the North Central Association of any
institution of higher learning in West Virginia.
Moreover, the college was definitely conforming
to a more exemplary academic standard than
were some colleges that were recognized by the
AAUW; and yet twice within twenty years, the
University Women had rejected Marshall's petition. What were the alleged reasons for this
repeated rebuff?
The library holdings were declared to be deficient; the science building was considered inadequate (before 1950); the faculty teaching loads
were excessive; the financial structure was unstable; and, finally, the prestigious Association
of American Universities had refused to approve
Marshall. The failure of the college to secure
the blessings of the Association of American
Universities (AAU) meant that baccalaureate
graduates of Marshall could encounter difficulty in securing admission to the graduate schools
of the thirty-four member institutions comprising the Association of American Universities.
Furthermore, most foreign universities relied
upon the AA U to evaluate the quality of American higher education. Marshall graduates,
should they apply, would find it all but impossible to obtain admission to the graduate or professional schools of such ancient and honorable
European universities as Heidelberg, Oxford or
the Sorbonne. (It is unlikely, however, that
many Marshall graduates sought admission to
these universities.)
It became increasingly embarrassing to President Smith because Marshall alumnae in Huntington, as well as in other cities, were being
excluded from membership in the various local
chapters of the AAUW. However, the college
would not have to wait long. A modern science
building was opened in 1950, and it was Marshall's exceeding good fortune that the Association of American Universities fortuituously renounced its accreditation function in 1950. The
following year, the National Board of the
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AAUW conferred its sanction upon Marshall
College. Thus, the institution became the fourth
college in West Virginia to be recognized by the
University Women. (The others were West Virginia University, Bethany and West Virginia
Wesleyan College.)
But the University Women still had several reservations concerning Marshall. They
complained about the sexual disparities in the
professional qualifications of the Marshall faculty; and even though the association approved
the bachelor's and master's degrees awarded by
Marshall, the AAUW refused to countenance
the bachelor of engineering science degree.'
(This was a theoretical question, since no coeds
were enrolled in engineering.)
In the course of time, Marshall College became one of tlie thirty-seven "corporate (voting)
members" of the American Association of University Women, and in 1956 the college acted as
host to the South Atlantic Conference of the
AA UW. But in spite of its excellent standing as
a corporate member of the AAUW, the college
was never able to persuade the highly selective
Mortar Board (women's leadership society) to
install a chapter on the campus. 6 Thus, a local
organization, known as Fagus, performed the
functions of Mortar Board.
All of this feverish effort to secure the approval of the University Women may have seemed to
some alumnae to have been a hollow victory, for
the AAUW announced in 1963 that hereafter its
recognition of colleges would be contingent
upon whether or not the institutions were accredited by their respective regional associations.
Had not Marshall enjoyed the longest uninterrupted accreditation by the North Central Association of any West Virginia institution? Some
alumnae may have concluded that, after all, it
was no special honor to be accepted by the
AA UW - only a disgrace not to be!
As Marshall became a more "complex" institution, it behooved the school to secure supplementary accreditation for various curricula,
aside from the general approval granted by the
North Central Association. The persistent efforts to win the approbation of the University
Women had served to strengthen every academic
facet of the institution, and as a result, this
expedited the attainment of supplementary accreditation by the more specialized professional
agencies.
As cited elsewhere, the Chemistry Department was accredited in 1963 by the American

Chemical Society, and in 1964 the Marshall
Teachers College was conditionally sanctioned
by the National Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Educaiton (NCATE). Furthermore,
several of the more respectable national honor
societies evinced enough interest in the institution to install chapters on the campus. (Phi Eta
Sigma and Alpha Lambda Delta scholastic societies are illustrative.)

******
Since its inception in 1940, the Marshall program in engineering science had posed a number
of frustrating problems for the administration.
Lodged in a college (before 1960) where it did
not properly belong, the department maintained
faculty personnel that were chronically devoid
of terminal degrees. At one time Dean Bartlett
toyed with the untenable notion of paying some
of the engineering instructors higher salaries
than were being paid other professors on the
campus.' The dean's motive is not quite clear,
but it is probable that he believed that a supplementary increment would attract professors
with doctor's degrees to the Engineering Department and, therefore, enhance its general
standing.
President Smith asserted in 1955 that the engineering science department was in jeopardy.
This was essentially because certain sectionalminded politicians in other parts of the state
were unrelenting in their opposition to the engineering science program at Marshall. A legislative survey committee had recommeneded limiting the Marshall program to two years. In response to that threat, Smith asserted that the
college would have "to put forth an all-out effort
to retain (the) four-year program."8
Prospects for the Engineering Science Department began to brighten somewhat in 1960.
As mentioned in another chapter, the department was (in 1960) incorporated within a new
College of Applied Sciences. The first Dean, Dr.
Ambrose E. McCaskey, was chairman of the
Engineering Science Daprtment from its inception in 1940. The acute Dean Mccaskey proceeded expeditiously to enhance the quality and
prestige of the engineering program; more nearly adequate quarters were acquired (1962) in a
former commercial building on Twentieth
Street; and Dr. Harold Skidmore (Ph.D., Iowa)
was added to the faculty. The graduates of the
engineering science curricula at Marshall con-

Dean A. E. McCaskey, 1962

tinued to acquit themselves exceptionally well
on examinations administered by the state licensing board. Perhaps more so than anything
else, that explains why the curriculum in civil
engineering was accredited in 1968 by the Engineering Council for Professional Development.'
In its citation, the Engineering Council stated
that: "Marshall University is responding vigorously and imaginatively to the needs of its geographic region." 10 Henceforth, Marshall was authorized by the Board of Education to confer the
bachelor of civil engineering degree (B.C.E.).
Though the institution had succeeded in attaining accreditation in several specialized disciplines, there were still a number of curricula
that were yet to be approved. These included
business administration, music, speech and
journalism.
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5. Academic Freedom at Marshall During the
McCarthy "Witch Hunting" Era, 1950-1953
During the post-war years there arose a number of sensitive issues that might be interpreted
as relating directly to or in some instances remotely to the general question of academic freedom. Since professors tend to regard their classroom as a kind of "sanctum sanctorum," they
usually react vigorously to any real or imagined
infringement upon their right of free speech.
The First Amendment to the Constitution is a
fetish which most academicians cherish, especially those who subscribe to a more liberal persuasion.
The first incident was precipitated when the
Board of Education informed the Marshall College administration that the board occasionally
received complaints about "bad teaching" in the
Marshall College classrooms. 1 In response, the
academic deans forthwith sought to rectify the
situation by pursuing a policy of classroom visitation. To the apparent surprise of the administration, there was an immediate and indignant
outcry from the faculty. Young and inexperienced instructors were particularly apprehensive, largely because of their lack of self-confidence and the fact that they had not yet acquired
tenure. The older and more matured professors
considered the visitation practice to be an affront to their professional dignity. Several senior professors hastened to say that they were not
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"beardless boys" doing their practice teaching
in the "lab school." The local chapter of the
American Association of University Professors
(AAUP) expressed its adamant opposition to the
visitation policy, as did certain influential departmental chairmen, including the widely respected Dr. George W. Howgate, the Chairman
of the English Department.2 While a number of
the faculty members construed the visitation
practice as an impingement of the academic
freedom, it is very probable that the Board of
Education - and certainly the deans - were not
so much concerned with the ideological views of
the professors as they were with the instructional methods - or lack of methods - that they
were employing. At any rate, some of the aggrieved faculty members appealed to President
Smith, who explained to them that he did not
initiate the deans' visitation policy, nor did he
disapprove of it. A number of classrooms were
visited, not only by the deans, but in some instances by departmental 'chairmen - partly as a
ploy to forestall the dean's encroachment upon
their departmental preserve. In general, the visitation policy seems to have been ill-advised, and
certainly it was detrimental to faculty morale; in
due time the administration ceased and desisted.

******
A more serious incident that did relate directly and unmistakably to academic freedom arose

in the newly-created Department of Bible after
Louis B. Jennings was appointed chairman of
that department in 1948. Jennings was a progeny of the liberal, yet prestigious, divinity college in the University of Chicago - a progressive
school that emphasized the historical and critical examination of religion. Indeed, this was a
form of "religious exploration" that had been
virtually unknown in the local area. Jennings
admits that he had "probably moved too rapidly
in endeavoring to upgrade the work of the department." Several influential religious leaders
in the community expressed grave concern about
the alleged unorthodoxy of Jennings' teachings,
and efforts were made to dismiss the young instructor. Jennings said that fortunately for him:
"There was a show of strength by the faculty
and by certain members of the administration,
who held firmly to the conviction that freedom
of inquiry was a necessary prerequisite for an
institution of higher learning."3 The college, accordingly, maintained its intellectual integrity.
Jennings remained at Marshall, and subsequently he received a Ford Foundation grant,
which aided him in completing the doctorate in
the University of Chicago. Dr. Jennings - until
his retirement in 1979 - was an exceptionally
erudite scholar and a morally courageous, yet
captious, member of the faculty; certainly, the
Department of Bible has consistently reflected
credit upon the institution.

cal Science. Dr. Smith contended, however, that:
"It is the right of those instructors to choose the
material which they believe will be most effective. Unless they possess that freedom," he said,
"unrestricted inquiry ... becomes a mockery." 4
Suffice to say, the reading materials were not
forbidden to the students.
Other colleges in the state were occasionally
being harassed by self-appointed censors. President George Hand of Fairmont State College
courageously defended the views of Dr. Luella
Mundel, a Fairmont Art Professor; and consequently both Dr. Hand and the biologist were
assailed by a number of public officials, including Senator Matthew Neely. Ultimately, President Hand and Dr. M.undel resigned their positions under fire. Unfortunately, the college received much .derogatory national publicity.
President Smith, who had supported the academic freedom of his own professors, once again
articulated his liberal views on the subject of
free speech. In a letter to President Hand he
said that: "We do not believe that the selection,
cataloguing and use of books and materials
should be determined by an outside agency. The
members of the faculty are best qualified to
handle such matters." Smith, furthermore, declared that he "would follow whatever recommendation the faculty makes." 5

******

An episode occurred at Marshall in 1950 that
represents a strained interpretation - even a misinterpretation - of the meaning of "academic
freedom." Arthur A. Fathergill, a young instructor of economics at the college, was arrested for
disorderly conduct and for resisting police officers in a Huntington nightclub - one which was
largely frequented by black patrons. When
Fathergill was arraigned before the college administration - arid later the Board of Education
- he vehemently contended that the college officials were incensed, not so much because of his
arrest, but because they disapproved of the place
where he was arrested. Fathergill, posing as a
true libertarian, insisted that he "was merely
practicing the democracy that he went to war to
fight for." 6 In President Smith's response to a
letter of inquiry from the local chapter of the
American Association of University Professors
as to why Fathergill was dismissed from the
faculty, Smith declared that, "he was fired for
drinking, cursing and disorderly conduct."

There were several liberal publications prescribed by Marshall professors that were
deemed objectionable by certain obscurantic
clerics in the community; yet President Smith's
resolution of this issue was entirely different
from that of former President Shawkey, who
had been confronted with a similar problem.
Attempts were made (in 1947) to suppress such
liberal periodicals as The New Republic and
The Nation, both of which were on the collateral
reading list (though they were not actually required) of students in the Political Science Department. The local chapter of the Knights of
Columbus and several clerical leaders of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic parish protested the inclusion of these magazines because of their alleged anti-Catholic bias. Since the church hierarchy had officially censored these publications,
the local Catholic leaders requested that they be
declared verboten by the Department of Politi-

******
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Smith, furthermore, made it clear that: "Academic freedom was not involved" in the Fathergill case. But Fathergill had loyal supporters
within the Economics Department; one instructor, Robert McCall, immediately resigned out of
sympathy for his colleague. 7

******
The "communist witch hunt" of the early
1950's was vividly reminiscent of the "Bolshevik
craze" of an earlier period. The principal instigator of this latter-day orgy of character assassinations was Senator Joseph McCarthy of
Wisconsin, a demagogue so completely irresponsible that he was eventually censured by the
United States Senate; and yet in every community, Senator McCarthy had his sympathizers
among the "super-patriots" and the self-appointed guardians of "one hundred percent
Americanism." College professors and other intellectuals were particularly held to be suspect
by the McCarthyites; for example, a professor
in Johns Hopkins University, Dr. Owen Lattimore, was one among several academicians vilified by Senator McCarthy. Lattimore elicited
much sympathy when he described his trauma in
a book entitled Ordeal by Slander.
It was within this milieu that Marshall College became embroiled in 1952 in a painfully
embarrassing crisis involving freedom of speech.
Curtis Baxter, the Director of the Marshall
Community Forum, had invited to the campus
three distinguished guest lecturers. They were
Max Lerner, a Professor of Political Science in
Brandeis University, Paul Engle, a poet and
Professor of English in the University of Iowa,
and the well-known photographer for Life magazine, Margaret Bourke-White.
It had been generally understood that the expressed purpose of the forum was "to provide
stimulating and challenging ideas, including
those of a controversial nature;" but in October,
1952, the Huntington Post 16 of the American
Legion protested the forthcoming appearance of
the guest speakers, alleging that all three of
them had been cited by the House of Representatives Committee on Un-American Activities
for supporting subversive organizations. Furthermore, the legionnaires asked that the speakers be replaced by "undoubted patriots who have
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unblemished reputations for pro-Americanism."
Subsequently the forum board caved in and cancelled the engagement of all three guests, declaring that "the college had been placed in the
center of a controversy which threatens its best
interests."
When President Smith apprised Max Lerner
of its decision, Lerner testily retorted that he
would "match (his) record as an American citizen against that of any member of the American
Legion."8 After much sober reflection, the college faculty and the student senate recommended that the ban be lifted. In response to these
entreaties, President Smith appointed a forum
advisory committee to restudy the case. When
the committee reported that it had found
Lerner's books to be innocuous, the forum, in
plenary session, voted 900 to 2 to allow all three
of the guest lecturers to fulfill their engagements. The college administration consequently
reinstated Engle and Bourke-White; but Dr.
Lerner, who was scheduled to appear on November 17, was not notified of his reinstatement
until nearly a month later. When Dr. Smith
informed Lerner of the decision to reschedule
his lecture, Lerner replied that he "would be
very glad to appear on the Marshall College
Community Forum."9 It was not, however, until
April, 1953, that Dr. Lerner lectured to the forum. He chose the rather suggestive title, "An
Open Mind in an Open Society."
During the critical period of two months, before the issue was finally resolved, the Huntington newspapers had been inclined to condone
the college policy of "watchful waiting." When
it became known that Dr. Lerner had ultimately
been reinstated, The Baltimore Sun stated editorially that: "They have been running a laboratory experiment in civil liberty in Huntington,
West Virginia, and the nice thing about it is that
the experiment is turning out right. " 10 Yet there
were other newspapers and magazines, both far
and near, that were not that charitable toward
the college. It had been the vacillation and procrastination demonstrated by the college administration over a sixty-day period (October - December) that arrested national attention and
consequently subjected the college to notoriety.
Especially did this policy of drifting and indecision provoke censure from the Charleston, West
Virginia, press.
Several years after the incident, in a letter to
L.T. Anderson, the City editor of The Charles

ton Gazette, President Smith retrospectively defended the Marshall Administration's policy regarding free speech. Smith recalled: "the letters
of commendation, that came from all parts of
the country i11 praise of our insisting upon the
right to choose our speakers as weU as the right
of the speakers to discuss contro"ersial issues.
Our forum," he said, "refused to permit pressure
groups to dictate who should or who should not
appear on our program." 11 The Charleston editor, however, was not at all persuaded. Anderson
said he still "remained convinced that the incident revealed a good hit of timidity on the
school's part" Anderson, furthermore, contended that "Dr. Smith didn't get up on his hind legs
and denounce the attempt to censure the students listening materials." 12
Assuming that the college administration, at

the time of the "forum crisis," had been as 'timid' as some critics alleged, the Smith Administration did nurture a liberal climate of intellectual opinion in the classroom. The civil liberties
of Marshall professors were not curtailed, and
consequently the college was not censured by
either the American Association of University
Professors or the American Civil Liberties
Union. This would seem to be acutely significant when one considers that in the history of
American higher education in this century there
have occurred many examples of unwarranted
censorship of the ideological views of college
professors. Fortunately, Marshall College was
able to escape the type of censorship of faculty
members that had been inflicted upon Fairmont
State, as well as upon a number of other institutions extending from Georgia to California. 13
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6. Marshall Serves the State and Nation
The mission of Marshall University during
the Smith years was teaching, service to the
community and scholarly research - in that order. The primacy that the administration gave to
service over research explains why so many
Marshall professors descended into the market
place and converted their intellectual equipment
to public service. State-supported colleges feel
obliged to offer their academic resources to the
commonwealth that sustains them. This has
been called the "good works" rendered by an
educational institution, and it is, of course,
above and beyond the routine classroom and
laboratory work. Preside"t Smith, who was
adept in the art of public relations, encouraged
the faculty and staff to breach the barrier between "town and gown." Smith made the college
facilities available for every type of activity that
purported to promote the general welfare of
West Virginia and the tri-state area.
A university service that had repercussions
far beyond the confines of the campus J1ad to do
with the naturalization of aliens. Administered
by Dr. Charles Harper of the Political Science
Department, Marshall College was selected
after the war by the Immigration and Naturalization Service to be the West Virginia center
for the Americanization of immigrants, many of
whom were displaced persons and so-called
"war brides." Dr. Harper, from his office on the
campus, ministered to the aliens correspondence
courses that emphasized the rudiments of the
English language and the principles of American government. Harper displayed an exceptional aptitude and enthusiasm for this assignment,
and ultimately his office naturalized nearly a
thousand immigrants representing more than a
hundred different countries. The program,
which received widespread acclaim, was conspicuously successful throughout the twenty-one
years (1946-1967) that Dr. Harper directed it.
President Smith was copious in his praise of the
naturalization program: "It is one of the finest
projects sponsored by Marshall University," he
exclaimed. "The extraordinary success achieved
and the excellent educational services rendered
are a tribute to Dr. Harper's diligent work." 1
Naturalized Americans in forty-five states of
the Union would have concurred; certainly they
had sentimental, as well as practical reasons, for
remembering Marshall University with both affection and gratitude.
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U oder the direction of Edward Maclin - and
later Paul Collins - the college, at frequent intervals, lent its physical facilities to a bewildering array of industrial and commerical conferences that descended upon the campus like locusts (1946-1960). There were annual foremanmanagers conferences, advertising clinics, small
business seminars, gasoline dealers conventions
and schools for motor fleet supervisors, railroad
employees, labor leaders and restaurant managers. 2 Even more important than furnishing physical space, the coUege faculty members contributed their special expertise to the state and
nation.
One notes that (in 1952) the Marshall botanist, Dr. Howard Mills, was illustrating bacteria
count in food before the West Virginia Food
Handlers' Convention; 3 Juan Fors, the Spanish
professor, acted as an interpreter for the local
Ohio Valley Bus Company when a delegation of
Cuban businessmen came to Huntington
(1950's) to purchase several used city buses to be
operated on the streets of Matanzas, (the city
where Fidel Castro now confines his prisoners).4
Fors also served as a translator for John Adkins'
Tri-State Dental Depot, when Latin American
customers placed orders with Adkins for the
purchase of dental supplies.
Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins of the Sociology
Department made a number of trips to Washington (1960's) to help write the Federal legislation
which became known as President Johnson's
"War on Poverty." Simpkins was also instrumental in establishing the anti-poverty program
in southwestern West Virginia, and he was
made the research advisor when parent-child
centers were being developed in Wayne and Lincoln Counties. Moreover, Dr. Simpkins initiated a neighborhood development program in
Kanawha County.s
Dr. Paul Stewart of the Political Science Department (1960) taught a nine-week course
treating politics and labor, a program which was
sponsored jointly by Marshall University, West
Virginia University and the Huntington Labor
Council. Dr. Stewart also served as the research
director of the private non-partisan Public Relations Conference of West Virginia, which was
especially concerned with evaluating proposed
state constitutional amendments. Dean Arvil E.
Harris frequently offered his skill as a mediator
in labor-management disputes, and Dr. John
Minnick, (economics) was a member of Governor Wally Barron's Council of Economic Advi-

sors. Moreover, for several years (late 1940's)
Professors William Childs (economics) and
Leslie Davis (geography) edited The Huntington
Business-Labor News, published by the Marshall Bureau of Business and Labor Research.
A Speakers' Bureau was created at the college, and staff members were unfailingly generous in offering their services. Dr. Eugene Hoak
taught businessmen how to improve their speaking ability; Dr. Kenneth Loemker (psychology)
served as a member of the Board of Directors of
the Huntington Medical Social Welfare Council; Dr. Madeline Feil came forth as a frequent
psychological consultant for industrial and
commercial firms; and Dr. Charles Moffat (history) delivered, under the auspices of the Department of Defense, thirty-two lectures on
American historical subjects to both military
and civilian personnel in Hawaii and in the Far
East (1962).
Several Marshall University Political Science
professors shed their academic cocoon and furn'ished leadership to the city and nation as
"scholars in politics." As stated before, Dean
Harris served as Mayor and Councilman of the
City of Huntington (1957-1961), and Dr. Paul
Stewart was a member of the Huntington bipartisan charter board that effected the transition to a managerial form of municipal government. As mentioned elsewhere, Professors Maurice Burnside and Ken Hechler represented the
Fourth District of West Virginia in the United
States Congress.
Space will not permit even an enumeration of
all the Marshall faculty members who served as
officers in various local community organizations. An impressive number were presidents of
service clubs, fraternal orders, patriotic societies and church organizations; and in 1957 Joe
Donald Pollitt of the English department succeeded the Dean of the Graduate School of Miami University (Ohio) as President of the Associated McGuffey Societies of America.
Since "man cannot live by bread alone," the
business of dispensing culture to the community
was an invaluable service rendered by Marshall
University. As emphasized elsewhere, no department in the institution was more responsive
in serving the community gratis than was the
Music Department, originally under the direction of Harry Mueller and later under the aegis
of Larry Kingsbury.
The College Theater has enjoyed a coveted
tradition since E. Turner Stump directed the

first dramatic production in 1927. At the start of
the Smith administration (1946), Professor
Clayton Page became the Director of the College Theater. Ranging from All My Sons (1946)
to The Thurber Carnfral (1976), Page directed
in excess of three score and ten plays, an
achievement which earned for him an enviable
distinction as a dramatic producer of uncommon
talent. Page had been trained in several schools
of drama, including the Pasadena Playhouse,
and he had studied various aspects of the theater
in twenty-five countries and in forty states of
the American Union. Clayton Page consistently
maintained that his objective as Director of the
Theater was "not merely to entertain, but to
consider speech as an instrument for social adjustment." Furthermore, he contended that:
"The primary emphasis of training in the theater should be placed upon developing confi-

Clayton Page
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dence, initiative, self reliance and in training
people to live together in democratic cooperation." It was Page's conviction that "actor making is not the purpose of the University Theater,
nor is it to serve as a bland extracurricular activity. Instead, its objective is to give to the student
the whole concept of living."6

Jane Hobson

The College Theater productions, under the
guidance of such directors as Professors Page,
Bill Kearns, Elaine Novak and Phil Caplan, offered a versatile repertory of dramatic selections, which were in some instances comparable
to the professional legitimate stage. Many alumni will remember the superb presentation of
Thornton Wilder's Our Town, Lillian Hellman's The Little Foxes and Lawrence and Lee's
Inherit the Wind. Two of the most gifted of the
Marshall actors were Robert Tamplin, who later
became a Vice President of the Columbia
Broadcasting System (television) and Catherine
Martin, who joined the Barter Theater in Abingdon, Virginia.
The Departments of Speech and Music collaborated in presenting several popular and expen-
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sive musical productions. Beginning in 1962
with Annie Get Your Gun - directed by Elaine
Novak and Wilbur Pursley - the two departments produced such all-time favorites as Brigadoon, South Pacific, The Sound of Music and
My Fair Lady.
Since its inception in 1937, during the Centennial year, the Marshall Artists Series continued to contribute significantly to the quality of
life in the tri-state area. President Allen had
once said that Curtis Baxter, the manager of the
cultural program, should be awarded "several
honorary degrees by 1973."7 President Smith
declared the Artists Series to be "a success story
of community-college cooperation that has
aroused the envy and admiration of many other
colleges. Our forum and assembly programs," he
said, "are as much a part of our educational
programs as are our regularly scheduled
classes."8 When the Artists Series was organized in 1937, only a very few colleges in the
United States considered the professional touring performing arts to be an extra-curricular
responsibility of institutions of higher education; and yet the role of the American university
as a patron and sponsor of the arts had become
so important by 1950 that a group of college
concert managers - including Curtis Baxter formed the American College Concert Managers Association. This organization now (1980)
comprises more than five hundred member institutions.
The Artists Series was governed by eight
board members, composed of President Smith,
Curtis Baxter and two representatives each from
the faculty, the student body and the city of
Huntington. The program was unique in that it
was supported solely by student tuition fees and
by private subscription. The program included a
Community Forum, which was patronized largely by townspeople and was held in the college
auditorium. The musical and dramatic programs
were presented in the Keith-Albee Theater,
while on the campus a student convocation featured several times each year a medley of artists
and scholars.
It is, of course, impractical to enumerate the
personages that appeared on these various programs. Suffice to say, a representative cross section of the cultural life of America - and even of
Europe - have been guests of the college. Curtis
Baxter is of the opinion that the most brilliant
artistic performances of the Smith era were given by the New York Philharmonic Orchestra

Curtis Baxter

and by Van Cliburn, Richard Crooks (The
"Voice of Firestone"), and Rose Hampton, a
mezzo soprano of the Metropolitan Opera Company .10
Another admirable cultural contribution was
the Scott Visiting Lectureship. Liberally endowed by Dr. and Mrs. Francis Scott of Huntington, the purpose of the lectureship was to

invite to the Marshall campus each year a person of national repute, particularly in the fields
of the humanities and the social sciences. (The
Scotts f e)t that the sciences received enough
support from other sources.) Dr. Smith said of
the lectures that: "It was their (the Scotts) desire to bring outstanding scholars to the campus
who, through their academic stature . . . and
their influence ... might stimulate and encourage students to take a greater interest in scholarly pursuits." 11 For nearly a decade the Marshall community and the people of the tri-state
area were privileged to see and hear a galaxy of
Scott Lecturers. A sampling of those who came
were Robert Hillyer, the poet, Dexter Perkins, a
diplomatic historian, Willie Ley, the astronomer, and Herbert Brucker, the editor of the
oldest American newspaper, The Hartford
Courant. 12
It is undeniable that both Huntington and
southern West Virginia would have been a much
poorer place in which to live had it not been for
the complementary services offered by Marshall
University. These rich human resources, made
a,·ailable to the public, were just as essential to
the welfare of the commonalty as was the consumer purchasing power of the faculty and students - as important as that was to the local
economy.
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7. Students, Faculty and Alumni:
Mostly Social

four different religious faiths represented on the
campus.

Since it was a state-supported institution, the
compelling obligation of Marshall College was
to provide for the education of West Virginians;
and since legislative appropriations were usually
contingent upon student enrollment, Marshall
did not intend to be found derelict. Throughout
the Smith era (1946-1968) the student body
was composed predominantly of the sons and
daughters of the Mountain State. As late as
1967, native West Virginians - representing all
fifty-five counties - constituted 87% of the student population. It was normal procedure for the
college administration to exert a vigorous effort
to induce West Virginia high school graduates
to pursue their advanced training at Marshall
College. In one year (1957) the college distributed throughout the state - at private expense more than 10,000 college "view books;" 1 and it
became something of an annual ritual for administrators to appear before high school
classes and relate in glowing terms the advantages of attending Marshall College and the
amenities afforded by' the city of Huntington.
Despite the homogeneity of the student body,
the college did become somewhat more cosmopolitan than it had been before the war. As stated above, this was partly because many cadets
from outside of the state returned to Marshall to
pursue their degrees. The fact that the college
had become somewhat better known because of
its athletic teams may have induced some students to attend the institution. At any rate, by
1967 more than half of the states were represented; especially was there a large contingent
from the Northeastern section of the country.
Moreover, there were students in attendance
from several foreign countries. The last year
(1956) that the college required students to state
their religious affiliation on registration forms,
there were thirty different denominations and

******
Perhaps the most conspicuous aspect of student social life at Marshall College during the
post-war period was the belated presence of national social fraternities on the campus. With
the exception of West Virginia University, the
state as a whole - during the pre-war years - had
been to a large extent terra incognita to the
American fraternity system; conversely, students who had attended Marshall were for the
most part uninitiated into the mysteries, the
hocus pocus and the esoteric rituals of the national Greek-letter organizations. Many West
Virginians were actually wary of secret fraternities, fearful they might be subversive organizations - or at best - snobbish and undemocratic.
The only national fraternity on the campus in
1946 was the Kappa Alpha Order, which was, in
fact, a regional organization confined solely to
the Southern States.
A student poll conducted at the college in
1946 revealed stout opposition to the fraternity
system; but to offset that prejudice, there were
influential people at the college who defended
fraternities as a positive good. President Smith,
who had been a member of Phi Delta Theta
Fraternity at Gettysburg College, encouraged
the national fraternities to "colonize" on the
Marshall campus. Furthermore, there were a
number of men and women on the faculty who
helped to persuade the fraternity ( or sorority) to
which they belonged to establish a chapter at
Marshall. Moreover, there were several local
organizations on the campus that were eager to
merge with a national social fraternity. Thus, in
time, conditions became more propitious at
Marshall for the expansion of the fraternity
system.
Though fraternities on most American cam-

puses had reached the peak of their popularity
and prestige during the 1930's, it was not until
after the Second World War that several national fraternities - in rapid succession - installed
chapters on the Marshall campus. (These were
Lambda Chi Alpha (1946), Sigma Phi Epsilon
(1947), Pi Kappa Alpha and Tau Kappa Epsilon
(1948), Sigma Alpha Epsilon (1953), Zeta Beta
Tau (1965) and Alpha Sigma Phi (1948). The
more favorable attitude toward fraternities was
reflected in an article (1949) entitled "Big Objectives at Marshall," which was written by a
Marshall student and published (in 1949) in a
national magazine, Fraternity Month. 2
The decade of the 1950's was a social era in
the history of Marshall when "Joe" and 'Betty"
were very closely identified with their fraternity
or sorority and were, therefore, known to students and alumni alike as a Lambda Chi or an
Alpha Xi. It came as no surprise that Marshall
College (in 1955) ranked fourth among the seven
member institutions in the Mid-American Conference in the number of its male students who
were affiliated with fraternities. President
Smith was obviously gratified. He had once said
that: "We count upon the fraternities to provide
leadership in many phases of college activities."3
The national education sororities, which had
become primarily social organizations during
the Shawkey years, were still firmly entrenched
on the campus. President Smith was also interested in inviting more national sororities to establish chapters on the campus. Those that did
come were Alpha Xi Delta (1946), Alpha Chi
Omega (1952), Delta Zeta (1956) and Sigma
Kappa (1959). Yet as late as 1966, Dr. Smith was
urging Dean John Shay to persuade even more
sororities to consider Marshall in their plans
for expansion. 4
It would be misleading, however, to overemphasize the social impact of the national Greekletter fraternities upon Marshall University.
The institution never did have, all told, more
than fifteen national fraternities and sororities,
as compared with seventy or more chapters on
some campuses in the Midwest. The vast majority of the students at Marshall were indifferent
toward the Greek-letter societies, and as to be
expected, many were hostile toward them.
The merits and demerits of college fraternities have always constituted a controversial issue in American higher education. Baird's Manual, the official authority on the subject, states

that at one time or another nearly every college
in America banned Greek-letter social fraternities, either by administrative fiat or else to comply with state anti-fraternity laws; and yet, ironically, in most cases these self-same fraternities
were ultimately reinstated on the same campuses from which they had been outlawed. An
objective assessment of the role of fraternities
and sororities at Marshall College during the
Smith years would lead an impartial jury to
conclude that, by and large, they were more
beneficial than detrimental to the institution.
In our culture - for good or woe - fraternities,
like intercollegiate athletics, have become permanent habiliments of the American higher
educational system. It can be argued that the
presence of national fraternities on the Marshall campus (like a successful athletic team)
superficially enhances the general standing of
the institution. There are always a number of
desirable young men and women who are attracted to a college campus where fraternities
are well established. In part, this is because
their parents had been affiliated with Greekletter organizations.
Inspired by their national counselors, the fraternities at Marshall competed with one another
for scholastic honors and leadership trophies.
The fraternities helped to alleviate the critical
housing shortage following the war, and they
participated enthusiastically in such worthwhile
campus activities as blood donations, the heart
fund, and homecoming festivities. Furthermore,
the annual Mother's Day Fraternity Sing on
Parents' weekend elicited widespread plaudits.
The Marshall chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha (in
1963) donated five thousand books to the Peace
Corps in Africa; and after President Kennedy's
assassination in 1963, the "Pikes" memorialized the martyred President by presenting to the
university a beech tree sapling, accompanied by
an appropriate inscription embossed on a marble plaque. In a solemn ceremony, President
Smith planted the sapling on the campus before
"a large and appreciative audience."
Moreover, the fraternities at Marshall strove
to improve their "image" in the community at
large. They converted their so-called "hell
week" into a "help week" and thereby ingratiated themselves with some people who had been
their harshest critics. On Sundays they attended
church en masse, while during the week they
sponsored a number of community projects. For
example, we note that the Barboursville Munici-
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pal Council passed a resolution in 1967 "commending the brothers of Tau Kappa Epsilon for
cutting the grass in the village cemetery;"5 and
the Sig Eps regularly painted the crosswalks on
Fifth Avenue near the campus! The fraternities,
for the most part, attempted to prove to society
that they were more than just social clubs, but
that they also possessed a social consciousness.
Their humanitarian projects in the community
became legion, whether it be in ministering to
the poor and the derelict or to orphans and the
infirmed elderly.
Fraternities have always been subject to censure because their rituals have betrayed a bigoted attitude toward Jews and Negroes. Like all
institutions made by the hand of man, the fraternities at Marshall occasionally deviated from
the conventional code of proper conduct. While
there was no case at Marshall of a fraternity

fatally injuring a pledge - as occurred in some
schools - it did happen that one pledge was so
brutally hazed that he had to be committed to
the emergency ward of a local hospital. Suffice
to say, the chapter was indefinitely suspended.
As in other colleges, fraternity men at Marshall
participated in so-called "panty raids" at residence halls and sorority houses; and Dr. Smith
occasionally felt impelled to reprimand the Inter-Fraternity Council for condoming "scanty
attaire" and drinking at social functions.
Since the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity is
closely identified with "Minerva and the Lion,"
the S.A.E.'s at Marshall kept a cub lion in their
fraternity house until the local police made
them get rid of it. (They gave it to the Camden
Park Zoo.) But the most bizarre incident of all
took place in 1956, when the Pi Kappa Alpha
chapter imported 150 baby alligators - forty of

Mother's Day Sing - Gullickson Hall
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which died in transit - which were given to the
girls as favors at a fraternity dance. Dr. Smith
mildly reproved the fraternity for inflicting cruelty to animals.'
The Marshall chapter of the National Independent Student Association was especially active on the campus, partly because the Dean of
Men, Darrell Shutt, was the national executive
secretary of the organization, thus, Dean Shutt
made the college the Eastern headquarters for
the Independents. The local group published a
mimeographed newspaper entitled The Declaration of Independents, which was awarded first
prize two consecutive years at the national convention. There were occasional indications of ill
feeling that existed between the Independents
and the "Greeks." For instance, (in 1959) the
Independents expressed resentment because the
Greek-letter fraternities excluded the Independents from participating in the annual Mother's
Day Sing. The fraternity men laconically retorted that: "The sing was conceived by and for
fraternity men." 7 Still another indication of
hostility between the two groups had to do with
the Independents' allegation that the political
apathy that prevailed among the Marshall students could be attributed to the domination of
campus politics by the fraternity bloc.
It seems somewhat ironical that during the
post-war years, when fraternities attained their
zenith at Marshall, this was the first time ever
when there were very many married couples in
attendance; and yet married students - especially veterans - showed little or no interest in joining fraternities. In the pre-war era, married students bad been a rarity at the college, because
men at that time were not interested in matrimony until they had graduated and had secured
gainful employment; but in the post-war period
it became commonplace for college students to
marry early and to let someone else pay the bills
- or as in the case of veterans - Uncle Sam
defrayed the expenses.

******
The most popular rendezvous on the Marshall
Campus was the Shawkey Student Union, which
was packed with humanity most of the time. It
was in "Old Shawkey" that the students learned
to play bridge, where most of them first learned
how to dance and where they courted their
sweethearts, many of whom later became their
wives. Don Morris, the esteemed manager of the

Union, was one of the most popular men on the
campus. It was in the student union that Don
introduced "fast food" to Huntington, long before McDonald's or Burger Chef. "Soupy" Sales
(class of 1949) says that "Don Morris was a
daddy to everybody. He bad more influence on
students than anybody around"; and Roberta
Durbin (class of 1953) called Don "The Henry
Clay ·of Marshall" because of his role as a
peace-maker and compromiser.8
Another popular retreat on the campus was
the College Bookstore, located in the basement
of Old Main. With its "country store atmosphere and deacon's bench," the bookstore was a
pleasant loitering place, where faculty members
and students often tarried between classes. Per-

Don Morris, Manager of the Sbawkey Student Union

cy Galloway, who had been the manager of the
store since 1933, was known to students and
professors alike. No one could have made a more
conscientious effort than Percy to save the students money or to make sure that timid and
bewildered freshmen were promptly supplied
with textbooks to help make sure they didn't fail
their courses at the outset.9
It is probable that the deportment of Marshall
College students was in general no more reprehensible than that of students in other state
colleges, but to be sure, they were not angels!
Many of the men students had learned to play
poker while in the military service, and while
Don Morris forbade them to play for stakes in
the Student Union, some of them did anyhow.
They used scraps of paper to keep tab of their
debts, and after the game they would retire to
the men's room to settle accounts. To their discomfiture, Morris would sometimes step in unannounced while the men were paying off.
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then escaped in a fiery red sedan, only to be
apprehended ten minutes later at Camden Park less than two miles from the scene of the crime.
The sentence imposed upon the culprit was a
term in Federal prison. 11
The students never did murder a professor at
Marshall, as happened once in the University of
Virginia, where a law professor was killed by a
disgruntled student. However, a Marshall student was suspended in 1953 for committing assault and battery against a professor in the
classroom.

******

Percy Galloway, Manager of the Campus Bookstore

There is no denying that the Marshall miscreants committed a variety of misdemeanors and,
indeed, an occasional felony, which cut a broad
swath across the spectrum of the West Virginia
Civil and Criminal Code. Lesser offenses of
which they were found guilty included beating
bongo drums late at night, throwing Jello in the
cafeteria, smearing paint in the Student Union,
alerting fire alarms and detonating cherry
bombs in the dormitory. As for "sins of the
flesh," there were the usual drunken brawls,
"peeping Tom" incidents and acts of indecent
exposure - sometimes called "streaking." Several were pronounced guilty of committing fornication in Donald Court apartments. Civil crimes
included shoplifting in Huntington and Ashland
stores, forgery, misusing vending machines,
cashing bad checks and even stealing a dormitory bed. 10
Perhaps the most heinous crime ever perpetrated by a Marshall student occurred at 11:40
a.m. on July 29, 1950, when a student robbed the
First National Bank of Kenova. The young felon
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Marshall upperclassmen of the 1950's were
models of sartorial propriety as compared with
their sloven and sloppy counterparts of a later
period. The standard. attire for most men on the
campus (1953) consisted of smart sport jackets,
white shirts and narrow striped ties. The coeds
looked chic in their soft sweaters, long skirts,
bobby socks and loafers.
In retrospect, a former Dean of Women, Lillian Buskirk, is lyrical in her praise of the coeds. Not only did the students of both sexes
dress well, but for the most part they sublimated
their baser instincts by engaging in sundry innocent diversions. Sadie Hawkins Day continued
to be a popular annual observance, and there
were frivolous pie-eating and "ugly man" contests; also there were serenades outside the sorority houses, and spring carnivals were held in
the Green House, a recreation center in the
basement of the old cafeteria (now the library of
the Medical School.)
Yet the students were not obsessed with fads
and recreational activities. Of a more serious
nature, there were annual leadership conferences held in August at Cliffside, near Charleston, and later at Cedar Lakes in Jackson County, near Ripley. The Student Christian Association sponsored retreats, vespers, sermons, lectures and a series of discussions related to "The
Great Decisions." Life Planning Week, with its
strong religious emphasis, was in vogue for a
decade (1955-1965); but it was ultimately replaced by a more secular orientation called "Impact," which addressed itself to the social issues
of the 1960's.
The cultivation of student leadership ability
was given an impetus in 1947 when Omicron
Delta Kappa, the men's leadership fraternity,
installed a chapter on the campus. Dr. Walter

Felty was the original sponsor and advisor to the
local circle, and it was through Felty's efforts
that the International Nickel Company contributed to the college a memorial terrace which
was erected in front of the Shawkey Student
Union at a cost in excess of $1,000. The terrace
contained a large nickel plaque on which the
Greek letters of the fraternity were superimposed. Partly because of this elaborate construction project, the Marshall circle of ODK was
awarded the achievement trophy at the national
convention. Another useful project, implemented by the local chapter, was the erection of the
Marshall Victory Tower, which was built and
funded by the West Virginia Steel Company.
The bell within the tower was donated to the
college by the Cotton Hill (West Virginia) Baptist Church, and for years the bell was tolled in
celebration of victories that the Big Green teams
won on the football field.

Another honorary organization, equally dedicated to the development of masculine leadership qualities, was a local society called the
"Robe." Since the name itself is suggestive of
the judicial attire of Chief Justice Marshall, it
was fitting that one of the primary objectives of
the organization was to emulate the virtues of
the great jurist. The feminine counterpart of
these· two men's societies was Fagus, which was
organized at Marshall in 1951. (Fagus is a Latin
word signifying "beech," the traditional tree of
Marshall College. The gavels of the Fagus Society were fashioned from broken limbs of the
Marshall Beech Tree.) For a generation, Fagus
nurtured qualities of leadership in hundreds of
Marshall coeds. The society ultimately became
extinct when the coeds (in 1978) were made
eligible for membership in Omicron Delta
Kappa.
Student leaders and scholars, most of them

"Soupy Sales" radio broadcast from the Student Union, 1949
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members of a score and ten national honorary
societies on the campus, oftentimes appeared
eager to initiate reforms within the college--particularly in the area of institutional governance.
For instance, many students were aware of the
honor system, which had been successfully administered in the University of Virginia since
Thomas Jefferson founded that school in 1819.
Many of these young zealots - to paraphrase
Emerson - "seemed to have a blueprint in their
vest pocket" for the reordering of Marshall College. "Why can't we have an honor system at
Marshall?" they queried. For a period of two
years (1957-1959) the feasibility of initiating an
honor system was debated interminably at Cliffside and Cedar Lakes. It was also redundantly
discussed in the Student Senate, in the councils
of the Student Christian Association and in the
columns of The Parthenon. The faculty became
involved in the debate and was hopelessly divided as to the wisdom of entrusting Marshall students with such a system of self-discipline. A
hackneyed remark, repeatedly uttered by the opponents of the system, was that: "The faculty
have the honor; the students have the system." 12
Nevertheless, President Smith was amenable to
the proposal, and several professors cautiously
experimented with tentative versions of an honor system. However, several influential faculty
members and students vigorously opposed the
general adoption of such a system as a college
policy. The skeptics contended that Marshall
had no tradition that would be conducive to the
successful application of such a radical departure from conventional procedure. It was also
averred that honor systems have been successful
only in schools where the student body is selective. Perhaps never before at Marshall had so
much energy and time been expended and yet so
little accomplished. The final outcome of this
agitation was that the issue was left in innocuous desuetude - perhaps for future generations
of students and faculty members to contemplate.13
It would be incorrect to imply that most of the
students were inspired with the zeal of a medieval monk, for such was not the case at all.
Many students appeared to be listless - and
some were downright lethargic; it is difficult to
determine whether or not Marshall students
were actually more apathetic (1950-1966) toward the college world about them than were
students in similar institutions. Certainly the
term "apathy" was bantered around incessantly
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by both faculty and student leaders as if the
condition were peculiar to the Marshall student
body; and yet college students everywhere were
generally placid and indifferent during the
1950's - a period sometimes referred to as the
"silent generation."
There is some reason to believe, however, that
Marshall students may have been somewhat
more lackadaisical than students elsewhere. If
so, what were the plausible reasons for such
inertia? Marshall had often been alluded to as a
"streetcar college," since so many students commuted to and fro. Likewise, the limited dormitory space available on the campus, prior to
1970, undoubtedly militated against institutional cohesion. All of these unstable conditions
tended to dampen college spirit. One observes
that in 1953 only 3% of the students voted in a
campus election, and a survey conducted the
same year revealed a lack of interest in the
college cultural programs. Fewer than a hundred
students attended a pep rally on a balmy evening
in 1953, and poor attendance at athletic events
betrayed a shocking indifference toward the
football team.1 4 Then, too, it proved to be consistently difficult to persuade students to have their
pictures taken for the Chief Justice, the college
yearbook. There was so little interest in state
and national politics (1960-1964) that the Young
Republican and Young Democratic Clubs languished. Rick Diehl of Huntington, the president of a conservative group on the campus, said
(during the Presidential election year, 1964)
that few Marshall students could distinguish between the political terms "left" and "right," but
Diehl wryly observed that "those who did know
the difference were usually the 'leftists', and
they," he said, "did more talking in class." 15

******
Some colleges have been able to instill a tremendous amount of school spirit in the student
body by inspiring adulation for great men (or
women) who have in some way been related to
the institution. Probably no university was "the
lengthened shadow of one man" more so than
was Thomas Jefferson's brainchild, the University of Virginia. Also in the Old Dominion, the
cadets at the Virginia Military Institute revere
the memory of Stonewall Jackson, who taught
there, and of General George C. Marshall, who
graduated there Generations of Knox College
(Illinois) alumni regard their campus as conse-

crated ground because Lincoln debated Stephen
A. Douglas there in 1858. Students and graduates of little Westminster College (Missouri) are
forever being reminded that Sir Winston Churchill delivered his famous "Iron Curtain" address in the Westminster chapel in 1946.
Dr. Stewart Smith, who also had a perceptive
sense of history, would invoke the halo of John
Marshall. Since the "Great Chief Justice" was
the apotheosis of legal wisdom, perhaps the aura
of the illustrious jurist could be made to serve as
an abiding inspiration to the student body of the
school that bears his name. As President Smith
perceived it: "The very heart of our college is
historically and sentimentally connected with
the personality and achievements of this great
man." 16 Dr. Smith often urged the history professors at the college to emphasize in their
classes the broad nationalism of Chief Justice
Marshall. 17 During the bicentennial year
(1955) of John Marshall's birth, the college
commemorated the auspicious event by inviting
Justice Thomas Clark of the United States Supreme Court to participate in an anniversary
observance. Justice Clark, who chose as his subject, "John Marshall," spoke to the college students in the auditorium, and at a dinner meeting
he addressed the bench and bar of Cabell County.
The statue-bust of John Marshall, which had
graced the entrance to the campus since 1937,
had become a hallowed landmark, comparable
in its connotations to "Old Main" itself. It became a tradition to require deviate freshmen to
scrub the statue with a toothbrush and to stand
in front of the pedestal and sing "We Are the
Sons of Marshall." The mere thought that anyone would dare to mutilate the Marshall statue
seemed almost inconceivable to the college community; and yet during the Easter season of
1957 an anonymous vandal defaced the granite
bust of the venerable jurist. The Associated
Press transmitted the news of the defacement
throughout the land. Shortly thereafter, the
Chief of the Cherokee Indian Nation - Alaquah
was his name - wrote to President Smith and
enclosed therein a one-dollar bill. Chief Alaquah suggested that perhaps the other Cherokees would contribute to a restoration fund
should President Smith solicit their support. 18
Just why would the Cherokee tribesmen in
Oklahoma be concerned with restoring a statue
of John Marshall on the campus of a college
they probably had never heard of?

Students of history will recall that when
President Andrew Jackson was forcibly removing Indians (1832) to the pla,ins beyond the Mississippi, it was Chief Justice Marshall who courageously defended the Cherokee Indian title of
possession to their lands in Georgia. The Cherokees apparently had a long memory, which undoubtedly explains why the Cherokee Chief surmised (1957) that perhaps the Indians would like
to repay posthumously the Chief Justice, who
had befriended them when the forces of the
Presidency were arrayed against them.
The monetary cost of restoring the statue,
however, was ultimately defrayed by A. R.
"Snooks" Winters (class of 1919) and by Harry
McColm, Jr., the president of a local monument
company, who donated the granite. Joseph Jablonski of the Art Department, who had designed
the original pedestal (in 1937), devoted 150
hours in preparing a mold of plaster of Paris
from which he designed the bust. Though Jablonski studied the Inman portrait of Marshall in
the college library, he decided to have a living
model pose for him so that he might be able to
study more precisely the facial configuration.
Jablonski chose as his model Colonel Tiller
Carter, the commandant of the Reserve Officer
Training Corps on the campus, whom Jablonski
said was physically "a living image of John
Marshall." After preparing the mold, it was sent
to a bronze works in New York for final execution. T~e bust i finished in French black patina
and is mounted on a memory pink granite pedestal, five feet in height. 19
Thus, it was twenty-two years after the original bust was dedicated in 1937 that a similar
ceremony was reenacted on the campus on May
9, 1959. This time it was Mary Ann Scott, the
seven-year old great, great, great-granddaughter
of John Marshall, who unveiled the restored
statue of her illustrious forebear. The dedicatory address on this occasion was delivered by a
native West Virginian, Dr. Carl Swisher, the
Stran Professor of Political Science in Johns
Hopkins University and perhaps the foremost
authority on American constitutional history.

******
At that time the social life of most American
college professors and their wives was about as
exciting as a bowl of milk toast - and about as
wholesome. The Marshall faculty conformed to
the conventional text. With the exception of
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"Virginia Woolf," Hollywood seldom chose
academicians as the script of a motion picture
scenario.
What were the social diversions of Marshall
College faculty folk during the Smith years?
One of the oldest social customs in American
history is "visiting" or "calling" - an amenity
which dates back to the Colonial period. During
the earlier years of the Smith administration,
Marshall faculty members, on Sunday afternoons, frequently visited one another and also
the new members of the faculty. The professors'
wives, decked out in white gloves and hats and
accompanied by their husbands, would sometimes call on as many as three faculty families
on a given Sunday afternoon. If perchance the
hostess happened not to be at home, printed
visiting cards were left and return visits were
expected; but as the college faculty grew larger
and more impersonal, this hospitable custom of
"calling" (on Sunday) gradually went by the
board.
President and Mrs. Smith were very much

President and Mrs. Smith and Hilda Long look at the
achievement award presented to Dr. Smith by the Huntington Advertising Club, 1964.
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aware of their social obligations to the faculty.
Each October they would entertain at a reception in their Fifth Avenue home in honor of the
newcomers of the faculty. Moreover, the President's Yuletide party in the Shawkey Student
Union was always a festive occasion, enjoyed by
the faculty children, as well as by their parents.
Since somebody had to chaperone fraternity
dances, the administration encouraged the faculty members to take turns; yet very few of the
faculty and their spouses really enjoyed this assignment. What passed as music at these cotillions was a cacophony of sound so rasping to the
nerves and the eardrums as to almost require
sedation. Furthermore, the deportment of the
fraternity brothers at these dances was not alway exemplary, yet the chaperones were requi red to file a "conduct report" on Monday
morning in the office of the social dean.
The cultural programs of the college afforded
the most exalted and stimulating form of entertainment. Following the performances in the
college auditorium or at the Keith-AJbee Theater there were informal receptions for the visiting dignitaries, either in the parlor of Old
Main or in private homes. This afforded an opportunity for the faculty to mingle briefly with
such celebrities of the theater as Helen Hayes,
Maxwell Anderson or Agnes deMille.
For a brief period during the l 960's, the faculty occasionally sponsored an annual cotjJlion,
held at Melody T Farm near BarboursvilJe or at
the Guyan Country Club, but only a very few
couples on the faculty enjoyed dancing, whether
it be .round or square. The longest-lived of all
college socials was the annual summer picnic at
Camden Park, which was particularly relished
by the faculty children. While the wives of the
professors remained consistently loyal to the
Faculty Wives Club efforts to organize a university men's club proved abortive; however, a
faculty men's poker club continued to meet once
a week (as it had since the Shawkey years).
The passport to social success was proficiency in bridge. Contract bridge was the co11suming
passion of the more sociable faculty couples,
some of whom belonged to two or more such
clubs. lt was not untiJ the 1960's that cocktail
parties were discovered to be a sophisticated
mode of entertaining large groups. (Marshall
was twenty years behind West Virginia University in adopting this mode of entertainment.)
Although there was always a thin barrier existing between most faculty personnel and the

townspeople, several members of the faculty did,
however, have intimate friends off campus.
There was much social intercourse in the
churches, service clubs, cotillions, lodges and
special interest groups. Most faculty people
were by no means insulated in the rarefied atmosphere of an academic cloister.
The Marshall faculty members engaged in a
variety of interesting hobbies and rewarding
pastimes. One of the deans and a biology teacher
a sembled gtm collections in their homes, and,
furthermore, they realized compensation trading and repairing firearms. A botanist on the
faculty bred and cultivated rare orchids in bis
greenhouse; while a. geology professor installed
a geologic collection in the basement of his
home and sold such gems as malachite and amethyst to museums throughout the country. Several professors, who looked toward the Ohio
River for diversion, maintained yachts at a local
marina. One of the education professors owned
a second-hand, single-motored Cessna, which
(in 1953-1956) he piloted to professional meetings throughout the East. On one occasion duri.ng a solo night to Boston - he flew without
radar above the towering skyscrapers of Manhattan. Some of the Marshall educators were
enamored of pedigreed dogs, stamp collections,
Civil War memorabilia, bird watching, photography, fishing and repairing violins.

******
The alumni constitute the third human element in the Marshall triumvirate - ranking in
importance with the students and faculty. During the middle years of the Shawkey era at least
one half of the students attending Marshall were
from the Huntington area, but as stated earlier,
the college gradually reached out and lured students to its portals - not only from the Eastern
seaboard states but also from abroad. During the
Smith years, there were Marshall alumni residing from California to Calcutta and from Martinsburg to Hamburg. The important problem
was how to enlist their continuing support of
their alma mater.
When Daniel Webster was arguing before
Chief Justice John Marshall, in defense of Webster's alma mater, Dartmouth (:ollege, the 'Godlike Daniel' very winsomely proclaimed that:
"Dartmouth is a small college, but there are
those who love it." At the risk of becoming
maudlin, there have been still other alumni - like

Webster - who have loved their alma mater. No
"Son of Marshall" was ever more unabashedly
devoted to his alma mater than was that "down
East yankee" Marvin Stone, who told President
Smith that he wanted: "to remain close to Marshall, because," as he said, "I love it as much as
I love anything."10 One is reminded, too, that
Bert McCormick (class of 1954), after earning
degrees from Princeton Seminary and Oxford
University, was prompted to say that: "Marshall
will always be my college."11
After the Marshall Foundation was organized
in 1946, the college employed Marts and Lundy,
a New York public relations firm to assist the
college in developing a viable alumni organization. It is gratifying to note that Marts and
Lundy discovered that among the institutions of
learning that. it had surveyed, Marshall College
ranked above the national average in the esteem
of its alumni. "We found a great loyalty to Marshall among the alumni," Marts and Lundy attested.11 In fact, in the Huntington area, all
eighty-one of the alumni who responded were
complimentary of the college, while in the state
at large 80% of the graduates were favorably
disposed toward the school.
Among several suggesions offered, Marts and
Lundy most emphatically recommended that a
director of alumni affairs be appointed. President Smith had deplored the fact that: "Marshall is years behind most institutions in the
development of an alumni office, yet we have
20,000 graduates and former students;'' he said.
"What a tremendous reservoir of strength! 13
So in 1958 John Sayre (class of 1951), the
Director of the Point Pleasant Chamber of
Commerce, became the first full-time director of
alumni affairs. Sayre's task would be to combine
the functions of the Marshall Foundation with
that of the Office of Alumni Affairs and Development. Under John Sayre's capable leadership,
the alumni office demonstrated an amazing vitality! Among Sayre's manifold achievements
was the creation of a placement office to aid
alumni in securing employment. Furthermore, a
library, a career conference and a counseling
service were also established within the office.
Alumni chapters were organized (one in Viet
nam in 1964), and bulletins and brochures were
distributed so that the alumni might be kept
informed. Several fund-raising campaigns were
also launched. The one in 1964 realized $16,000
in contributions.
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CHAPTER VII - Students, Faculty and Alumni - Mostly Social
1

A. T. Wilkes to Dr. Stewart H. Smith, April 10, 1957. (It is interesting to note that in 1979-1980 a number of Marshall
students visited the high schools from which they graduated in an effort to persuade high school students to enroll in
Marshall.)
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The Parthenon, April 29, 1949.

3

Stewart H. Smith to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, March 20, 1952; The Partheao11, December 11, 1959. Dr. Smith
declared that he was in ravor of "any organization dedicated to the development of good character in our youth." Stewart
Smith to Fred Perry, February 9, 1960. Dr. Smith was extremely active in the Tri-State Council of the Boy Scouts of
America. Dr. & Mrs. Smith were the parents of three boys and a girl.

4

Stewart H. Smith to Dean John Shay, August 14, 1966.

5

The Parthenon, April 28, 1967.

6

Stewart H. Smith to Dale Freeland, February 23, 1956. Pi Kappa Alpha sponsored a contest called "Pikes Peak," just as
Sigma Phi Epsilon was well known for a dance called the "Blue Mountain Blast."

'The Parthenon, April 6, 1959. The Independent Men's Organization was The Cavaliers, while the Independent Coeds' Clubs
were the Cavalettes, the Sportlettes and the Satellites.
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Marsha// Alumnus, Sp,ring, 1978.
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Ibid.
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Dean Harold Willey to Dr. Stewart H. Smith, February 15, 1960; Dean Harold Willey to the author, February 10, 1978.
Also see Stewart Smith papers, passim, in Morrow Library; Don Morris to the author, November, 1979.

The Smith Papers, 1946-1960; Interview with Percy Galloway (of Kenova), May 24, 1979. It is interesting to note that a
coed at the Unhersity of South Dakota attempted to rob a Vermillion, South Dakota, bank, but she was apprehended
before the crime was actually consummated. See Cummins, History of the Unifersity of South Dakota, (Vermmion, South
Dakota, 1975) 160.
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Files in the fraternity and sorority houses at Marshall were known to contain themes, book reviews and research papers.
Most of the faculty members were aware of this.

13

"Marshall College Faculty Minutes," March 1, 1960; "Marshall College Administrative Cabinet Minutes," February 15,
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8. In Quest of University Status
The agitation for designating Marshall College a "university" dates back to the middle
years of the Shawkey administration. As mentioned in an earlier chapter, the Marshall Alumni Association had gone on record in 1927 as
favoring "university status" for their alma mater; yet neither President Shawkey nor Allen had
manifested any interest in acquiring university
standing, and of course, there was no mention of
it during the war-time administration of Dr.
John D. Williams (1942-1946).
At the close of the first decade of President
Smith's tenure, the institution had developed to
the extent that the North Central Association
(in 1957) classified Marshall as "a universitytype institution." It was then that the AndersonKreger Report stated that: "The institution has
now reached a degree of complexity and educational eminence that this clearly takes it out of
the college class." 1
For some time, President Smith had been so
overburdened with administrative minutiae that
in 1958 he relieved himself of certain onerous
executive duties when he appointed Paul Collins
as "Assistant to the President." The following
year (1959), Smith asked the Board of Education to accord university status to the institution. Buttressing his argument with both the
Anderson-Kreger Report and the recommendation of the North Central Association, Dr.
Smith declared that: "Unbiased observers ...
will be quick to recognize that it is only through
the formal designation of Marshall as a university that the institution ... can occupy its vital
role in the future of higher education in our
state."2
President Smith marshalled still other logical
reasons as to why the college should be accorded
the rank of a university. He contended that university standing would aid in both the recruitment and retention of abler faculty members and
that it would also serve to attract a larger number of superior students. It was surmised that
the enhanced prestige that would accrue to the
institution would tend to lure new industries to
the state. There were those who asserted that

university standing would render it easier for
the faculty and students to procure financial
assistance from both the Federal government
and from private philanthropy. Then, too, it was
observed that there was not an institution of
university rank in the vast stretches of central
Appalachia between Lexington, Kentucky, and
Lexington, Virginia, or between Athens, Ohio,
and Knoxville, Tennessee. A less persuasive argument was that there were more than a hundred
universities in twenty states that had a smaller
enrollment than did Marshall College. 3
In spite of the validity of Smith's plea and the
cogency with which he presented his case, the
Board of Education, in 1959, rejected the Marshall proposal as premature. President Smith
then proceeded to reorganize the administration
in compliance with the Anderson-Kreger recommendation. A College of Applied Sciences (embracing the departments of engineering science,
medical technology, nursing and military science) was created in 1960, with Dr. Ambrose E.
McCaskey as the first dean. Dr. McCaskey had
earned a doctorate in hydraulic engineering in
the University of Wisconsin, and since 1953 he
had been the Chairman of the Department of
Engineering Science.
After a lapse of only a year, the Board of
Education reconsidered Dr. Smith's overture,
and in October, 1960, the board approved the
"Marshall Plan." It was from that date until
February 20, 1961, that the sectional battle
within the state raged with ferocious intensity,
and it actually did not abate for several years to
come. In fact, the embers of the sectional cauldron had not been extinguished as late as 1968,
when young Jay Rockefeller, a newcomer to the
state at the time, declared that: "The bickering
between West Virginia University and Marshall
College is incredible and uncivilized. " 4 (Suppose
Rockefeller had been in the state in 1961 ?)
After the Board of Education lent its support
to Marshall, the forces arrayed against the college were both cunning and formidable. The
West Virginia University faculty, students and
alumni geared for action with no holds barred!
The editor of The Morgantown Post no doubt
reflected the sentiment of the university commu177

nity when he declared that: "Most of the time
since the First World War Marshall College has
been a disturbing influence on higher education
in West Virginia by the recurring fever of empire building which it develops." 5
Perhaps the most plausible argument employed by West Virginia University as to why
Marshall should remain a college was that three
reputable educators from outside of the state Charles Judd (1929), George Strayer (1945), and
John Brewton (1955) - had recommended that
the state should concentrate all of its resources
in one university. The friends of Marshall, however, considered these reports to be both specious and passe.
Dr. Irvin Stewart, a former President of West
Virginia University, felt that the state could ill
afford to support two universities. The immediate past president of the university, Dr. Elvis
Stahr (then Secretary of the Army), fired his
verbal salvo in a pontifical pronouncement before a legislative committee when he proclaimed
that: "Marshall should be a first-rate college,
rather than a fourth-rate university." The interim President of West Virginia University at the
time was Clyde Colson, the Dean of the Law
School. It was Dean Colson's studied conviction
that should the Marshall proposal be executed,
"the quality of existing programs of higher education in the state would be seriously affected."
Moreover, Colson believed that: "The state colleges would likely feel the consequences most.''6
Several of the state college presidents shared
Dean Colson's apprehension, for Dr. Smith encountered unexpected opposition from some of
his colleagues in the State Association of College Presidents. But more threatening still was
the unrelenting opposition of Lacy Rice, the
President of the Board of Education and a loyal
alumnus of West Virginia University. Rice's
questionable thesis was that: "If the Board favored Marshall, it might also be disposed to
grant uni,ersity status to still other state-supported colleges should they request it." There
were still other opponents who argued that if
Marshall were accorded university status it
would then aspire to establish professional
schools. Smith's categorical denial of this assertion seems ironical today, but at the time he
declared emphatically that: "In spite of our reiteration that we have no desire nor aspiration to
establish professional schools they continue to
repeat that charge. We desire only to be a small
regional university. " 7
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Dr. Smith said that he was appalled at the
strategy employed by the friends of the university. "I never dreamt," he said, "that West Virginia University would stoop to using some of the
tactics they employed against us." Smith accused Brooks Cottle, the editor of the Morgantown Post of writing a series of editorials which
he said were "full of inaccuracies and deliberate
distortions." Smith, furthermore, declared that:
"Never before have I heard of a state university
making such a vicious attack upon a sister institution. All of their claims are false.'"' The Huntington Herald-Dispatch asserted that: "Every
strategy and device in the book of politics were
used against Marshall." Indeed, President
Smith belie,ed that the intemperate language
used by certain West Virginia University supporters "alienated several people who might otherwise have opposed us."9
President Smith proved to be an articulate
and indefatigable spokesman for the partisans
of Marshall College. He not only presented the
case for Marshall to every State legislator and
senator, but also to countless other influential
citizens. Nor were his efforts in vain. Smith
received staunch support from the Huntington
newspapers edited by H. R. "Punk" Pinckard of
The Huntington Herald-AdJ'ertiser and by Raymond Brewster of The Huntington Herald-Dispatch. Brewster was especially helpful, since he
was a member of the State Board of Education.
The Charleston Daily Mail, of which Jack
Maurice (class of 1935) was an editor, was likewise outspoken in favor of the Marshall position, as was another Marshall alumnus, James
Comstock of Richwood, the editor of the West
Virginia Hillbilly. Dr. Smith also felt deeply
indebted to the Huntington Chamber of Commerce, whose- legislative committee, under the
chairmanship of Kenneth Stettler, engaged in
skillful lobbying at the state house.
The emotional ,oltage generated by the Marshall University bill was as high as any e,er
recorded in the political history of the state.
Alas, it was suggestive of the sectional rancor
that had torn the state of Virginia asunder precisely one hundred years earlier (1861). The
acrimonious debates in the legislative chambers
often engendered more heat than light. Particularly distressing to Dr. Smith was an ill-advised
Senate amendment which purported to postpone
or to prohibit the establishment of professional
schools of law and medicine at Marshall. But
even the West Virginia University faction final-

ly realized that such a measure could be
counter-productive. Even they felt the Board of
Education - and not the politicians - should be
allowed to determine educational policy in the
state. 10
To what extent "John Barleycorn and the demon rum" may have exerted a pivotal influence
in the enactment of the Marshall University bill
is still a moot question, since politicians seldom
leave written records or tape recordings. The
whiskey forces in the northern section of the
state, whose leader was Delegate Ned Watson of
Marion County, favored a bargain with the delegates from the south, who were sponsoring the
Marshall bill. According to some spokesmen,
the quid pro quo was simple enough; the southern delegates would lend their legislative support to a constitutional proposal to allow a referendum to be placed on the ballot which, if
approved, would permit an amendment to the
state constitution so as to legalize "liquor by the
drink" in places of public accommodation. In
turn, the northern legislators would agree to
vote for the bill that would change the name of
Marshall College to Marshall University.
Kenneth Stettler of Huntington, the chief lobbyist supporting the Marshall University bill,
says that there was no formal bargain effected
between Cabell-Wayne delegates and the Watson faction that was championing "liquor by the
drink." Furthermore, Stettler asserts that he
himself vigorously and publicly opposed any
such quid pro quo. Stettler concedes, however,
that since the liquor issue was a facotr in the
deliberations, there was inevitably some informal jockeying for concessions on the part of
some of the delegates.
It is Kenneth Stettler's conviction that the
Marshall University bill was enacted - not because of a bargain consummated in the "smokefilled room" - but, instead, because of the widespread esteem that Marshall College enjoyed
throughout the state - even in the distant Panhandle sections. 11
After the restrictive amendment, which the
Senate had previously approved, was deleted by
the House of Delegates, the Marshall bill was
enacted by the Senate on February 16, 1961; and
on February 20 the House acted accordingly.
This was tantamount to victory, since Governor
Wally Barron had already stated that he would
sign the bill should the legislature enact it.

******

When the news reached Huntington, there
was much hugging and kissing in the Shawkey
Student Union, and there were impromptu
snake dances in the streets. Some of the students
wanted to delete the word "college" immediately
from all signs and letterheads. It seemed that
the day of jubilee had finally arrived! Certainly,
the reaction in the community was one of unbounded joy! This is how President Smith described his feelings:
I was in my office and
didn't know the legislature
had passed it. All at once we
heard a terrific roar coming
across the campus. Hundreds of students . . . came
to Old Main. They called
me out and asked me to
make a speech ... I couldn't
talk; I couldn't form a word.
I guess I finally said something. We had worked so
hard We had almost given
up getting it through the
legislature. Then to have it
happen was such an emotional shock. 12
There were people in Morgantown who were
also in a state of shock! The editor of the Dominion News (Morgantown) conceded that:
"The University adherents have definitely lost
an important battle. The 'enemy', as it were, has
penetrated the first line of defense of the University of West Virginia and is surely equipped
to follow up this advantage in every possible way
. .. Who was asleep at the switch?" he asked.
"Who was supposed to be Paul Revere and warn
us?"1J
A special file cabinet became necessary to
contain the congratulatory letters and telegrams
that descended upon President Smith's desk
during these "days of wine and roses." Messages of good will came from President Kennedy, from numerous college and university presidents, as well as from alumni, state politicians
and members of Congress. In fact, hosannas
came from every direction - save from Morgantown.14
Among all of the myriad acclamations that
Dr. Smith received, perhaps the most eloquently
stated was written by Dr. Roger Tyler, the venerable Rector of Trinity Episcopal Parish in

179

Huntington. Dr. Tyler's epistle, which in itself
is a minor classic, is quoted as follows:
To Stewart Brother Beloved - Oh, you Noble Roman; You've gone and done
it again, but this was your
most signal triumph. No
Marshall University without your consuming passion. Our whole city is
proud of you and we stand
up to bless your name.
More power to you and may
God walk by your side ...
We all love you. 15
Probably no alumnus was more elated over the
Marshall achievement than was Jim Comstock,
who had spilled gallons of printer's ink in the
columns of the Hillbilly in support of the Marshall petition. Now that the goal had been
achieved, Comstock in a state of euphoria was
guilty of pardonable exaggeration when he proclaimed that: "No greater psychological lift has
been given West Virginia since Abraham Lincoln signed the Statehood Bill." 16
In a mildly cynical, and yet somewhat more
realistic vein, the President of Morris Harvey
College, Dr. Leonard Riggleman, sent President
Smith a challenging note in which he expressed
the "hope that the name change won't be an
empty gesture, but that you will be able to fulfill
the promise involved in it." 17 This was a sober
thought that merited reflection by the Marshall
staff (and it was a thought that Morris Harvey,
in the course of time, would also have reason to
ponder.)
One of the memorable events in the history of
Marshall was enacted in the new men's gymnasium on March 2, 1961. On this historic occasion, President Smith and Governor Wally Barron were, indeed, the cynosures of all eyes!
When the President of the Student Government
presented to Dr. Smith an engraved desk plaque
as a small token of the students' esteem for him,
Smith modestly stated that the recent achievement was "a team victory," but he said he would
"be glad to accept the (gift) as coach of the
team." Smith hastily reminded his audience,
however, that: "There were a great many members on the team." Especially was Dr. Smith
profuse in his praise of Kenneth Stettler, the
President of the Marshall Foundation, who had
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been a very effective liaison between the college
and the legislature during the hectic days when
the outcome was still very much in doubt.
By now the smoke of battle had cleared.
President Smith, savoring the fruits of victory,
could afford to be more magnanimous toward
his opponents. Paraphrasing President Lincoln,
he said he professed "malice toward none but
charity toward all." Although feelings ran
high," he said, "we must now strive to heal the
wounds and work toward greater unity in building a fairer and happier West Virginia." 18
Standing on a dais before a capacity audience
of three thousand Marshall partisans, Governor
Barron signed into law the act creating a second
university in the state of West Virginia. Presenting a solemn and dignified demeanor, the
Governor intoned that: "It is my privilege and
pleasure to place my signature on legislation to
change the name of this splendid educational
institution from Marshall College to Marshall
University. It is my sincere wish," he said, "that
Marshall's future will be resplendent with new
pride and progress ... which I am convinced will
aid all of West Virginia." 19
During the days immediately following the
victory celebration in the gymnasium, Dr. Smith
observed that: "The achievement of university
status electrified not only the campus but the
entire community." Smith said he was "amazed
at the new vigor and enthusiasm that this change
has instilled · in the students, the staff and the
people of a wide area."20 Alan Nevins, the Columbia University historian, once said that
there is not anything that will stimulate pride in
an institution as much so as the publication of
its traditions and achievements. Apparently
President Smith subscribed to that theory, for
shortly after university status was attained he
admonished his administrative staff that the institution should now appoint a scholar to chronicle the history of Marshall University. 21

****•*
Of course no magic metamorphosis was effected at Marshall University merely because
the name of the institution had been changed. It
was becoming commonplace throughout the
country then for legislatures to designate state
colleges as universities, some of which scarcely
warranted the title. As Dr. Riggleman had queried: Would Marshall be able to fulfill the
promises involved, or would the change in name

be an empty gesture?
It is doubtful that the new designation aided
materially in the recruitment of superior faculty
members. Salaries remained low, and the university continued to be governed by the State Board
of Education, the same agency that administered the various state colleges. It is redundant
to say that this arrangement continued to prove
detrimental to Marshall University. Since colleges in other states were also becoming "universities" at the same time, this tended to neutralize Marshall University's bargaining power
in the "academic buyer's market." Nor did the
attainment of university status bring about any
major improvements in the physical plant. Six
years would elapse before an additional classroom building would be erected. The shortsighted attitude of the legislature toward higher
education during the 1960's prompted Thomas
Stafford of The Charleston Gazette to regret
that a second university had been established,
"because neither," he said, "gets adequate support."22 (Stafford probably would have regretted
it had both schools been richly endowed.)
In spite of its obvious handicaps, Marshall

Joseph S. Soto, Financial Vice President

did make a valiant effort to measure up to its
institutional responsibilities as a "regional university." Nor were its labors unrequited. To
make sure that its exalted status would not be an
"empty gesture," just how did Marshall U niversity, in the years ahead, attempt to fulfill its
mission as a university in fact as well as in
name?
The administrative staff was considerably
strengthened in 1962 by the creation of the office of "Vice President for Business and Finance." The first incumbent in this new position
was Joseph E. Soto, a native West Virginian
who held degrees from both Morris Harvey College and Marshall. A former state tax commissioner, Soto brought to the office a rich background and expertise in fiscal administration.
It was, however, in the academic domain of
the institution that the most substantive reforms
were effected. The spectacular success of the
Russians in launching Sputnik I (1957) had convinced many educators - as well as laymen - that
there was something remiss about the American
educational system. Therefore, academicians,
representing disciplines on every level of instruction, had been huddling together in national conclaves in a frenetic effort to determine the
reason for the alleged "educational lag." While
some educators recommended placing greater
emphasis upon the sciences, still others argued
that pedagogical methods needed to be revised.
Since the Marshall administration was kept
abreast of new techniques that were being prescribed elsewhere, it began to manifest more
concern for innovative instructional experiments, particularly those that purported to challenge the more "gifted student."
It is one of the ironies of the college teaching
profession that while professors are generally in
the forefront in championing social and political reforms, these self-sanie academicians are
oftentimes hidebound reactionaries when it
comes to embracing pedagogic changes. Most of
them are reluctant to adopt novel teaching devices and, furthermore, they tend to resent any
administrative interference with their traditional classroom methodology. Since the Marshall
faculty were no exception to these generalizations, it was not easy to persuade them "to cut
the cake of academic custom." They were reluctant to accept innovations that deviated from the
much maligned - but universally employed - lecture method of instruction. The fact that a number of departments in the university did create
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courses that were explicitly designed to serve
the needs of the superior student was a tribute to
the flexibility, as well as to the academic integrity of the institution.
The most pretentious program that was contrived to foster academic excellence in the university was a fully developed honors program established in 1961. Dean Frank Bartlett, who
had taught an honors course during the Allen
years, was the most persistent advocate of an
honors program. Emulative of those in vogue in
leading Midwestern universities, a formally
structured program was instituted in fifteen departments. Consisting of independent study
courses, the exceptionally endowed student was
afforded an opportunity to study on his own
initiative - whether it be a readings course or an
original research project. Moreover, the honors
program included courses in various disciplines
that were specifically reserved for the superior
student, and they were so listed in the university
catalogue. There was also an interdisciplinary
seminar that met weekly in a separate honors
house which had been renovated for that purpose. Cutting traversely across several disciplines, the students in the seminar probed in
depth such timely subjects as communism, civil
rights, Middle Eastern politics and automation.
Several benevolent Huntington citizens supplemented the university funds by defraying the
cost of honoraria for visiting consultants and
lecturers.
An honors convocation was held each spring,
at which time scholarly students were accorded
public recognition, reminiscent of the accolades
that for so long had been handed out - sometimes promiscuously - to college athletes and
"beauty queens." The honors program at Marshall - which attracted favorable attention from
afar - proved to be a potent intellectual tonic.
President Smith pronounced it "a tremendous
motivating experience and a real educational
process. " 23
Complementing the honors program in assisting the "gifted" student was a faculty Committee for the Encouragement of Graduate Studies,
whose chairman was Dr. Mervin Tyson of the
English Department. Beginning while the students were in their freshman year, the committee members advised them regularly and inspired them to pursue graduate studies. The
committee kept a permanent file relative to graduate fellowships, as well as to the nature and
quality of graduate programs available in the

182

Dr. A. Mervin Tyson, Academic Vice President

various American and foreign universities. Dr.
N. Bayard Green, the faculty advisor for the
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship Foundation, believed that the honors program and the Committee to Encourage Graduate Studies were largely
responsible for the success achieved by Marshall students in securing Woodrow Wilson Fellowships during the decade of the 1960's.24
Still another innovation which tended to improve the academic climate of the institution
was the creation in 1962 of an office of Vice
President for Academic Affairs. The first incumbent was Dr. Harold E. Walker, a doctoral
graduate of the University of Edinburgh (Scotland). Dr. Walker was also an alumnus of the
School of Higher Educational Administration
in the University of Michigan. A Canadian by
birth, Walker had earned a bachelor's degree in
Whittier College, a Quaker school in Los Angeles. In fact, Dr. Walker was an ordained minister, who had at one time been pastor of the
Friends' Church in Whittier. (Mr. and Mrs.
Richard M. Nixon were members of his congregation at the Friends' Church, and Dr. Walker

hilt University, had previously been Dean of the
Graduate School in Sam Houston State University. Allen's administration as Vice President
was not particularly constructive, partly because
his lack of tact alienated a substantial and influential segment of the faculty. Allen soon became
nostalgic for his native Texas, so at the close of
his second year (1967) he departed for Austin,
where he became the executive secretary of an
agency that accredited Texas institutions of
higher education.
The most highly regarded of the Academic
Vice Presidents during the Smith years was Allen's successor, Dean Mervin Tyson of the College of Arts and Sciences. Tyson, unlike his
immediate predecessor, was well equipped temperamentally to conciliate differences of opinion within faculty and administration. Thus, he
performed his tasks with maximum efficiency.
Dr. Tyson devoted his best efforts to promoting
student scholarship and faculty research; moreover, it was under Tyson's auspices that the
university implemented a "black studies curriculum," which included an interdisciplinary
approach to Negro culture. Tyson served as Vice
President during the remaining months of
President Smith's administration and throughout the succeeding Nelson era (1968-1970).
Harold E. Walker, Vice President Academic Affairs

had baptized the Nixon girls, Tricia and Julie.)
Dr. Walker's task at Marshall was an especially difficult one, chiefly because he had to
plow new ground. Since the institution had never had a Vice President of Academic Affairs,
the faculty and deans would have to learn to live
with one, and that was not always easy for them
to do. Dr. Walker, with his theological background, had never had any practical experience
in administering a university at the highest academic level; yet in spite of the difficulties inherent within his position, Walker committed himself unreservedly to fostering sound scholarship
on the part of both students and faculty. During
his brief tenure of three years (1962-1965), Marshall students won more competitive fellowships
and scholarships than ever before, and the faculty demonstrated more genuine interest in original research than heretofore.
Dr. Walker's successor as Vice President was
Dr. James Stewart Allen, who was also an alumnus of the University of Michigan program in
higher education. Dr. Allen, a Texan by nativity
and a doctoral graduate (in English) of Vander-

******
Once the university had established an honors
program and a Vice Presidency for Academic
Affairs, what were the positive scholarly
achievements of both students and faculty during the decade following the attainment of university status? The number of students who win
fellowships in national or regional competition
is considered by educators to be an accurate
measurement by which the quality of a university can be assessed. Judged by that standard,
Marshall University ranked high among regional institutions of learning. Vice President
Walker asserted in 1964 that: "More graduate
fellowships and academic honors have come to
Marshall University than to any other college in
the state." Moreover, the students continued to
win academic laurels, for Dean Bartlett boasted
in 1967 that Marshall "is two to one ahead of
any institution in the state."15 Bartlett might
have added that Marshall University students
also compared favorably with students in other
states. The decade of the 1960's was verily a
"golden age" of scholastic achievements at
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Marshall University!
The idea of establishing Woodrow Wilson
Fellowships was conceived in 1949 by two officials in Princeton University, where Wilson had
once served as President. The Ford Foundation,
in 1957, subsidized these fellowships with an
endowment of $25,000,000. The purpose of the
grants was to finance graduate education
($1,000 per year) for students of the arts and
sciences who aspired to teach those disciplines
on the college level. Dean Bartlett considered a
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship to be the "highest
scholastic honor that can come to one of our
students. " 26
A total of ten Marshall students received
Woodrow Wilson Fellowships and subsequently
pursued the doctorate in a wide range of American universities. (These students were James
Davis, Carolyn Davies, Jane McCaskey, Bruce
Nelson, Joyce Rohr, Joseph Smith, Arline
Thorn [graduate level], Diana Waldron, Juliet
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Wilman and Rodger Cunningham). 27
While the State Department appointed six
Marshall professors to Fulbright lectureships
abroad (1950-1968), during the same period of
time - as cited elsewhere - eight Marshall students studied as Fulbright scholars in France,
Belgium, Greece and Guatemala. 28
Still another student, Linda Perry, in recognition of her proficiency in the Spanish language,
won in a national competition the highly coveted
Diploma of Honor of the Institute of Hispanic
Culture in Madrid. Other fellowships earned by
Marshall students in national competition included stipends funded by the National Defense
Education Act, the National Science Foundation, Danforth, Rotary and Lions International
and the Root-Tilden Fellowship; the latter was
awarded by the Law School of New York University. (A recipient of a Root-Tilden Fellowship
was Thomas Dunfee of Huntington, who presently [1980] teaches business law in the Whar-

ton School of Business in the University of
Pennsylvania.) Furthermore, a Marshall University physical education student, Nina Lee
Hatfield of Kayford, was chosen in 1963 as
"Miss Physical Fitness of America." Miss Hatfield was selected by President Kennedy's Council on Physical Fitness from a field of 250 contestants.
Though more prestige accrued to the recipients of the national scholastic awards, that in no
sense minimizes the intrinsic value of locally
endowed scholarships. Space does not permit an
enumeration of the many financial donations
provided by Marshall alumni and other friends
of the university; however, some of the more
lucrative scholarships of this type were established by Eunice Fleshman and Julius Broh of
Huntington, Minnie Bartlett of Gassaway, Arthur B. Koontz of Charleston, Huntington Alloys and the Huntington Publishing Company.
A scholarship named in honor of Milton Supman ("Soupy" Sales, class of 1949) was first
awarded in 1967. The proceeds from the premiere of "Soupy" Sales' motion picture, entitled
Birls Do It, were contributed to the "Soupy"
Sales Scholarship Fund by Edwin Hyman, the
owner of a local theater where the premiere was
shown.

******

During the period when it was striving hard to
achieve academic distinction, Marshall U niversity inevitably experienced some disappointments along the way. Of minor importance was
the defeat incurred by Marshall students (1964)
in the nationally televised General Electric College Bowl. The Marshall team, coached by Dr.
Elaine Novak of the Speech Department, consisted of Pat Faller, Jane Woodward, Clarence
Moore, John Eastman and Joseph Platania. The
students competed in New York with Whittier
College (California), which had for several
weeks been invincible against all challengers.
Though Marshall fell victim to the Californians,
some slight consolation may have been derived
from the fact that the Marshall students had
defeated Whittier in the rehearsal. This prompted the Whittier students to say that the Marshall team was the best informed of all the opponents they had encountered. 29
A more serious rebuff to institutional pride
was the repeated failure of the university to
obtain a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. Though
scholarship at Marshall had been fostered by

more than a score of national honor societies, it
had been the earnest hope of Presidents Allen
and Smith that this most respected of all scholastic societies would establish a chapter on the
campus. Both faculty members and townspeople,
who were Phi Beta Kappas, gave their support to
this endeavor. The attainment of university status in 1961, however, had no influence upon the
national board. As of yore, the governing board
of Phi Beta Kappa voiced objection to the disproportionate number of athletic scholarships
J'is a J'is academic stipends. The national committee likewise asserted that the curriculum in
the College of Arts and Sciences was "too professionally and vocationally oriented." It may be
that Phi Beta Kappa - considering its solid committment to the liberal arts - suspected that
Marshall University had not entirely divested
itself of its "teachers college image." (At least
Marshall could take solace in the fact that there
are a large number of very respectable universities that have not acquired a chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa, and there are several relatively weak institutions that do have chapters.)

******
For more than a decade following Dr. Smith's
succession to the presidency, the administration
did little or nothing to encourage faculty research. Prior to the attainment of university
standing, the general attitude of the administration was that the primary function of a college is
to teach. In a rather cryptic remark (1949) Dr.
Smith said: "We give subjective consideration to
professors who do research" 30 - whatever that
meant. The administration at that time seemed
convinced that the faculty were too deeply enmeshed in their onerous teaching chore to devote much time to creative scholarship. However, when the college started seeking university
status in 1958, it occurred to President Smith
that: "Marshall is far behind many smaller institutions in scholarly writing."31 Smith was also
chagrined when he became aware of the fact
that a number of faculty members were involved
in compensatory work that was separate and
apart from their teaching duties on the campus.
"Too many of our faculty," he said, "who should
be engaged in research are spending large
amounts of time on outside work."32 Concluding
that their neglect of research was "a mistake,"
Smith indicated that he intended to rectify the
deficiency. "Every great teacher," he said,
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"must certainly engage in research in a limited
way." 33 And yet as late as 1962 he confessed that
he did not know the attitude of the Board of
Education toward faculty research. The years
before his retirement, Smith said he was sure
that: "The greatest contribution that the faculty
can make towards securing a larger legislative
appropriation is to do excellent work in the
classroom."34 It is altogether apparent from him
correspondence that President Smith was ambivalent toward scholarly research. Generally
speaking, he seems not to have been convinced
that creative scholarship at Marshall was an allimportant desideratum. For example, one finds
him saying (in 1965) that: "Research is too narrowly defined; a speech [given] in the community
should be considered 'research'."35 Perhaps so,
but there were several scholars on the faculty
who would hardly have concurred with such a
broad definition of research.
Despite the lack of total administrative commitment to pure research, Marshall University
did exert a perfunctory effort to reward those
who did engage in original research. A University Research Board was created in 1961 consisting of both faculty and administrative representatives. That their labors were not futile is evidenced by the increased number of grants obtained from the Federal Government - and particularly from the Claude W. Benedum Foundation of Pittsburgh. The Marshall Student Government, in 1961, initiated the policy of granting $500 per year to a selected research professor. Furthermore, a "Research Bulletin," edited
by Dr. Walter Perl and published annually, cited
the creative work achieved by the faculty.
A disappointment was experienced in 1963
when the university failed to secure Federal aid
for establishing a research center that had been
envisioned for construction on "University
Heights," on the eastern outskirts of the city. It
seems that one reason why the Federal authorities demurred was because they suspected that
the university administration was not completely dedicated to fostering pure research. 36 But in
spite of obstacles, the university did provide
more incentives for creative scholarship than
had been the case when Marshall was still a
college.

******
When the "war babies" came of college age in
the 1960's, it became a general practice for leg-
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islatures to empower state universities to establish branch colleges. West Virginia University
had sponsored Potomac State College in Keyser,
and it also more recently had maintained another branch in Parkersburg. In spite of the
disapproval expressed by the Morgantown Post,
the State Board of Education, in 1963, authorized Marshall University to create branches of
junior college standing in both Logan and Williamson. 37 Under the general supervision of Paul
Collins, the Director of Educational Research
on the parent campus, these junior colleges offered two-year associate degree programs in the
arts and sciences and in elementary and secondary education, as well as in accounting. They,
thereby, helped to fulfill a basic educational
need in the coal-mining counties in southern
West Virginia. Though for the most part the
branch colleges had ~heir own faculties, in some
instances professors on the main campus taught
classes in the branches. Efforts were moderately
successful in integrating the social life of the
branch colleges with that of the university proper. A special section of the Chief Justice was
reserved for the branches, and the beauty queens
elected by the Logan and Williamson units participated in homecoming festivities in Fairfield
Stadium. While the Logan branch occupied the
former Aracoma High School building (renamed Marshall Hall), the Williamson unit was
housed in a modern million-dollar structure
erected in 1972.
The Marshall experiment in administering
branch colleges was of relatively brief duration.
In order to offer the students a course of study
with a stronger vocational emphasis, the Board
of Regents, in 1971, divorced the two branch
colleges from Marshall University. Constituting
a single academic entity, the new institution was
designated the Southern West Virginia Community College (of Logan and Williamson).

******
It came about only after a bitter internecine
sectional struggle that Marshall achieved its ultimate goal (1961) of attaining university status.
It is probable that the intra-state altercations in
West Virginia were more intense and more
abrasive than in the other states where publicsupported colleges were also aspiring to achieve
the same objective. Once its ambition had been
realized in 1961, Marshall University proceeded
to strengthen its administrative structure and to

""'

I am now a University!

nurture both student scholarship and faculty research. Furthermore, the university created two
short-lived branch colleges. It seems fair to say
that Marshall acquired the shadow, if not the
substance, of a true university. That would come
about later, when a Board of Regents would
demonstrate a more impartial and enlightened
attitude toward higher education in the state.

187

CHAPTER VII - University Status
1

Anderson-Kreger Report, Smith Papers; The Parthenon, March 20, 1957; Marshall Alumnus, February, 1960.

2

Smith Papers, 1960.

3

Mervin Tyson to Stewart H. Smith, January 5, 1961; Marshall Alumnus, February, 1960; West Virginia Hillbilly, February
11, 1961; Minutes of the West Virginia Board of Education, March 18, 1957; The Huntington Herald-Adrertiser,
February 5, 1961.

4

Marshall Alumnus, Spring, 1968.

5

The Morgantown Post, January 26, 1961.

6

West Virginia University Daily Atheneum, February 16, 1961; Stewart H. Smith to Franklin Burdette, June 16, 1959; The
Parkersburg News, February 9, 1961.

'Lacy Rice to Stewart

H. Smith,

March 27, 1961; Stewart H. Smith to Robert A. Underwood, February 14, 1961.

8

Stewart H. Smith to Robert D. Hampton, February 10, 1961.

9

The (Huntington) Herald-Dispatch, January 22, 1961; Stewart H. Smith to Robert Holliday, February 24, 1961.

10

lnterview with Senator Robert Nelson, April 19, 1979; interview with Kenneth Stettler, December 17, 1979; interview with
Hugh Kincaid, December 20, 1979.

12

The Parthenon, May 10, 1968.

13

The Dominion News (Morgantown), March 3, 1961.

14

Academicus to Stewart H. Smith, January 31, 1961. Before the university bill was enacted, one correspondent from
Morgantown, who called himself Academicus, wrote President Smith that he favored the Marshall University Bill, since
he had never had any regard for West Virginia University anyhow.

15

Dr. Roger Tyler to Stewart H. Smith, March 3, 1961. It will be recalled that Roger Tyler, Jr., a former Marshall student,
became a Rhodes Scholar (1927). Dr. Roger Tyler, Sr., was awarded an honorary degree by Marshall College in 1941.

16

17

The Fairmont Times, n.d. (The newspaper is in the University Archives in Morrow Library.)
Dr. Leonard Riggleman to Stewart H. Smith, March 2, 1961.

18

The Herald-Dispatch, March 3, 1961; The Parthenon, March 8, 1961.

19

The Herald-Dispatch, March 2, 1961 (Governor Barron's fountain pen, with which he signed the Marshall University Bill,
is on file in the University Archives.)

20

21

Stewart H. Smith to Veta Lee Smith, March 18, 1961; Stewart H. Smith to Dorothy Buzek, March 8, 1961.
Marshall University Minutes of the Administrative Cabinet, March 4, 1961. It was then that President Smith first
suggested to the author that the history of the institution should be written, but heavy teaching assignments precluded such
an undertaking at that time.

22

The Charleston Gazette, February 11, 1965; (Charleston) Sunday Gazette-Mail, June 23, 1963.

23

The Marshall University Oral History Program, April 24, 1963. Financial contributors to the seminar were Dr. Joseph
Krimsky, Albert Polan and Dr. Francis Scott. At an honors convocation in February, 1964, James Monroe Rathbone, a
native of Parkersburg and President of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, was awarded an honorary degree by the
university.

24

25

188

The Herald-Dispatch, January 25, 1961.

11

Bayard Green to the author, 1965; The Parthenon, January 11, 1963. Dean Bartlett also subscribed to this point of view.
Dr. Harold E. Walker to Julian Hager, June 29, 1964; The Marshall Alumnus, Fall, 1967 (quoting Dean J.F. Bartlett).

26

Statement by Dean J. Frank Bartlett, March 11, 1966. He apparently had overlooked Rhodes Scholarships.

27

Rodger Cunningham of Kenova was "designated" a Woodrow Wilson Scholar, even though the funds supporting the
scholarships had been exhausted. It was assumed, however, that the honor conferred upon Cunningham might conceivably
aid him in securing other scholarships.

28

See Section 9 on International Education, Chapter 7.

29

Dr. Harold E. Walker to Julian Hager, June 29, 1964.

30

Stewart H. Smith to W. H. Cramblett, March 2, 1949.

31

Stewart H. Smith to Walter Felty, October 13, 1960.

32

/bid.

33

Stewart H. Smith's statement, November 15, 1960; "Marshall College Faculty Minutes," October 11, 1960; Stewart H.
Smith to Congressman Ken Hechler, March 13, 1961.

34

"Marshall University Faculty Minutes," March 13, 1962; Stewart H. Smith to E. S. Hanrahan, December 7, 1967.

35

"Marshall University Report," May 17, 1965.

36

lnterview with Dr. Howard Mills, December 4, 1978.

37

The Morgantown Post, January 26, 1961.

9. Welding a Link in Human Understanding
"Wars Begin in the Minds of Men"
The United Nations charter reminds us that:
"Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in
the minds of men that the defenses of peace
must be constructed." It is historically true that
American parochialism and provincialism undermined the League of Nations, and therefore,
contributed to global anarchy and the Second
World War. President Smith believed that cultural exchange programs could be made to serve
as a catharsis to the hatred such as that which
had prevailed among nations following the First
World War. Perhaps Marshall College, within
its limited sphere of influence, might be able to
help break down ethnic barriers, if only it could
disabuse the minds of those who still subscribed
to the fallacy of an "American superiority concept."
During the era of the "Cold War" a number of
Marshall students and faculty members were
intelligently concerned with developments in the
post-war world. The Carnegie-sponsored International Relations Club, in conjunction with the
Political Science Department, conducted study
groups to the United Nations temporary headquarters at Lake Success, New York. The Marshall chapter of the World Service Organization

collected funds for books which it donated to
foreign colleges and universities, particularly to
the nascent country of Pakistan. Students attended lectures, engaged in debates and participated in workshops related to world peace and
post-war reconstruction. Professors of the social sc1ences gave freely of their time and
knowledge in an effort to convince the laity of
the necessity of supporting the United Nations
as an alternative to war.
A creditable number of Marshall faculty
members and students became the recipients of
Fulbright grants and were at least partially able
to alter the foreigners' conception of Uncle Sam
as the "Ugly American." The brain child of
Senator William Fulbright of Arkansas - himself a former Rhodes scholar - the purpose of the
Fulbright Act was not only to foster friendship
among nations, but also to enable the Allies of
the United States in the Second World War to
partially repay America for military and economic aid. This goal was to be achieved by allowing American professors and students to
teach or to study in the universities of the debtor
countries; and the host country would, iii turn,
defray the living expenses of the visiting American professors. Simultaneously, foreign students availed themselves of the opportunity to
study in American institutions of higher educa-
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tion.
During the Smith regime (1946-1968), six
Marshall Professors in the College of Arts and
Sciences were assigned Fulbright lecturships by
the State Department. The first laureate was Dr.
Elizabeth Cometti of the History Department,
who as a Fulbright scholar in the University of
Rome (1951-1952), lectured in the Italian language on American historical subjects. The following year, Professor Alva Rice of the English
Department became a Fulbright lecturer (19521953) at the Albany Normal College in the Philippine Islands. (It will be recalled that Professor
Charles Derbyshire of the Spanish Department
had helped to create normal schools in the
Philippines.) During her sojourn in the Philippines, Professor Rice said that she was favorably impressed with the Filipino's insatiable desire for an education, but at the same time, she
was repelled by the authoritarian system of education that existed in that former American outpost.
During the academic year (1955-1956), Dr.
Robert Porter Sechler, the Chairman of the
English Department, taught literature as a Fulbright lecturer in the University of Karachi,
(Pakistan). "Favorable comments" were received in the State Department concerning Dr.
Sechler's teaching mission in Karachi. 1 Another
Marshall Professor, Dr. Carl Leiden, was assigned to Pakistan the succeeding academic
year, 1957-1958. Leiden, a political scientist,
taught in the University of Peshawah, in the
remote Frontier Province of Pakistan, near
Kyber Pass. Dr. Leiden obviously acquitted
himself admirably while there, since the U niversity of Peshawah offered him the "Presidency
of the undergraduate college" as an inducement
to retain his services on a permanent basis. 2
A generation before the fanatical Ayatollah
Khomeini reared his head, Dr. Dorothy Fisher,
a Marshall biologist, was commissioned by the
State Department (1961-1962) as a Fulbright
professor in the University of Mashad in Iran,
where she taught biology (through an interpreter) to medical students. Though Dr. Fisher
regretted that she could not speak Farsi (the
Iranian language), she, nonetheless, made many
friends for herself and for her country while in
Iran. When her time came to return home, a
number of Iranian educational and political
leaders bade her "an emotional farewell at the
airport." 3
Another Marshall biologist, Dean J oho War-
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ren, served as a senior Fulbright lecturer (19681969) in microbiology and as an advisor to the
faculty in the National University of Honduras,
where he lectured (in Spanish) to agricultural
engineering students. While in Honduras, Dr.
Warren was the first scientist ever to make a
systematic study of the petroglyphs of Central
America and to publish his findings in a scientific journal. (On the basis of this research Dr.
Warren was later appointed [1980] a fellow in
the exclusive Explorers' Club of New York City,
a society whose membership includes Charles
Lindbergh and Admiral Richard Byrd.)
Much briefer lecture assignments abroad
were accorded still other Marshall professors.
Dr. Walter Perl of the German Department was
an effective liaison between Marshall and the
universities in West Germany. Perl lectured
(1960's) to the Goethe Societies of the Universities of Munich and Frankfurt, and it was
through Professor Perl's good graces that the
West German Foreign Office donated to the
Marshall German Department a valuable collection of books, tapes, records and works of German art.
The United States Information Office - by
means of brochures and photographs - awarded
Marshall University a generous amount of publicity abroad. In far-away Bangkok (Thailand),
a picture of Old Main was prominently displayed (1962) in the Thai Center for the Teaching of the English Language. 4 Under the auspices of the Information Office in Seoul, Korea,
Dr. Charles Moffat (history) lectured (1962) to
several hundred English-speaking Korean college students.
The Fulbright Act also made provision for
American students to study abroad under somewhat similar financial arrangements as those
that applied to the professors. Just as the Marshall professors proved to be excellent envoys of
good will, who undoubtedly ingratiated themselves with their foreign hosts, the same was
true of eight Marshall students whose special
forte was foreign languages and literature. The
late Gloria Brothers of Huntington studied contemporary French literature in the University of
Rennes (France), while Joan Jeffries of Clarksburg was accorded a dual assignment in France
at the Universities of Rennes and Resancon.
Nancy Carnes of Moundsville pursued a doctorate in the French language at the Sorbonne, and
Agnes Porter of Charleston studied in the University of Poitiers; Karen Knotts of B14ckhannon

studied French literature at the University of
Lyons, while Judith Hoskins of Huntington
pursued the same course of study at the Belgian
University of Liege; Cloris Dressler, a Marshall
Classics major, studied the Greek language in
Athens College, and she later taught English in
Anatolia College (Greece). The only male Fulbright student was Tracy Terrell of Huntington,
who studied Latin American civilization in the
University of Guatemala. 5
The men's service clubs - international in
their scope and cosmopolitan in their outlook have manifested a genuine concern for the
brotherhood of man. Both Lions International
and Rotary International have fostered global
understanding by granting fellowships to college
students so that they might study abroad. For
instance, the Huntington Rotary Club awarded a
fellowship to a Marshall student, Aubrey King
of Iaeger, who studied for a year as a Rotary
Fellow in the University of Delhi in India.
Marshall University cooperated with (though
it did not actually sponsor) a travel-work-learn
program in West Germany. The Director of the
project, Dr. Walter Perl, accompanied nearly a
hundred Marshall students to West Germany
(1964 and 1965) where they were employed in
sundry capacities. They also travelled extensively in Europe and "brought back enthusiastic
accounts of their experiences."

******
So much for Marshall professors and students
who lectured, studied and worked abroad; but
how did Marshall University play host to foreign scholars on its own campus? Even before
the Second World War, a refugee from Nazi
Germany, Alfred Neumann of Frankfurt, received a baccalaureate degree at Marshall
(1940); after he became the President of the
University of Houston, Marshall (in 1964) conferred upon Dr. Neumann an honorary degree.
Shortly after the war, the student council petitioned President John D. Williams, urging
him to award scholarships to foreign students,
but such a proposal was considered premature at
the time; however, the Institute of International
Education did grant a scholarship in 1950 to a
German student, Franz Biglmeier, a former captain in the German Luftwaffe. Biglmeier, who
proved to be a splendid student, cultivated a host
of American friends. After Biglmeier became a
teacher in Germany, he returned to Marshall

twenty years later as a Fulbright scholar to
study American higher educational practices. 6
Following the passage of the United States
Information Education Act of 1955, the State of
West Virginia awarded five foreign scholarships
to Marshall College. Since the college lacked
professional schools and a doctoral program,
not in any given year (1946-1968) did more than
a score of international students study at Mashall. 7 However, the college manifested a personal and paternal interest in accommodating
the foreign-born students who did choose to
study on its campus. The English Department,
for example, introduced the international students to the mysteries of the English idiom,
spelling and pronunciation by offering a noncredit course every second semester. The Speech
Department offered a special laboratory course,
which was taught by Professor Ben Hope.
Moreover, a Professor of Spanish, Dr. John
Martin, served diligently for several years as the
campus advisor to the foreign students. Professor Martin's untiring service elicited copious
praise from President Smith, who told Martin
that: "Your interest in developing the foreignstudent program has been a contribution of
great value to Marshall."8 Mrs. Charlotte Loy,
the widow of an erstwhile Marshall biology professor, served for ten years as a hostess and
mentor to hundreds of these alien students.
Eac~ year at Christmastide the First Presbyterian Church of Huntington, through its "International House," provided the students with
food, lodging and fellowship. The Marshall contingent of foreign students gradually became acclimated to their new academic environment.
Furthermore, they organized an International
Club, which arranged soccer matches with other
state colleges. The club also sponsored food
fests, folk dances and United Nations Day celebrations.
The foreign students at Marshall tended to
enrich somewhat the cultural life of the tri-state
community. They responded to invitations to
speak before school assemblies, church groups
and service clubs. It is possible that the presence
of these international students, in a predominantly Anglo-Saxon stronghold, may have
opened a few fissures in the minds of the native
population. Aside from welcoming foreign students to its campus, the university occasionally
acted as host to visiting professors from English-speaking countries. As previously stated,
Duncan Williams of England and Dr. S. K. Ku191

mar of India taught classes in the English Department.
Marshall participated in several international
educational projects that undoubtedly strengthened the ties that bind. In connection with the
Carnegie-Mellon University of Pittsburgh,
Marshall served, in 1961, as co-sponsor of a
unique experiment in industrial education. The
Ford Foundation and the Federal Government
jointly funded this nine-month cooperative program, which was designed for professional engineers from India. Under the direction of John
Sayre of the alumni office, fifteen Indian trainees studied the managerial and production
methods of the American Rolling Mill Company
(Armco) in nearby Ashland, Kentucky. The
engineers were lodged on the Marshall campus,
where they pursued a general course of study
one day each week, while they devoted four days
a week to the technical aspects of the steel industry at the Armco works in Ashland. The
project, known as Indian Steel Training and
Education Program (INSTEP), proved to be mutually beneficial to the Indian students and to
the tri-state community.
Another program in which Marshall participated was called the "Experiment in International Living." With its American headquarters
in Putney, Vermont, the project was subsidized
by the Federal Government. The local coordinator was Dr. Robert Alexander, the Director of
the University Placement Office. A class of
roughly fifteen students, representing a different country each year, arrived on the Marshall
campus each June, and for a period of two weeks
the students audited college classes of their
choice. Moreover, a selective group of faculty
members delivered lectures to the students pertaining to various aspects of the American way
of life. Each of the foreign students in the program was assigned a Marshall student as a dormitory roommate. In the afternoon Dr. Alexander conducted educational tours of representative West Virginia institutions, including the
Capitol, industrial plants and an exhibition coal
mine. After a fortnight of residency in the host
university, the students moved on to another
section of the country for an extended sojourn
as guests in an American home. There is ample
evidence that the experiment - at least in a limited way - helped to break down ethnic barriers.
The Marshall Teachers College, 1965, became an active participant in an administrative
intern program sponsored by the Agency for
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International Development (AID). This agency,
an adjunct of the State Department, was designed to expedite the economic and social development of under-developed nations. James
Okunlola, the Assistant Registrar in the Abadan
Branch of the University of Ifen (Nigeria), was
assigned, in 1965, an internship for a period of
six months in the office of Vice President Harold E. Walker, where Okunlola studied higher
educational practices. Okunlola became so attached to the University that he affectionately
stated that he "belonged to Marshall."8 After he
returned to his native Nigeria, Okunlola established at the University of Ifen a student leadership camp and an alumni association, both of
which were modeled after those he had observed
at Marshall. As a result of the hospitality shown
Okunlola, Marshall University, in 1967, was
one of nine American institutions accorded a
citation by the Agency for International Development (AID). Marshall University was commended for "the assistance it had rendered
James Okunlola and for the educational ideas
that he took back to his academic home in Nigeria."9
The faculty of the Political Science Department, the most heterogeneous on the campus,
displayed an enlightened interest in world affairs. The department conducted summer workshops pertinent to the politics of the Far East,
the Middle East and Africa. Moreover, the department collaborated with other social science
departments in contriving (1963) a course of
study leading to a baccalaureate degree in International Relations. Several graduates of this
curricula subsequently pursued advanced studies
in the field of international affairs.
Though some progress had been achieved at
Marshall in the general field of international
education, still President Smith felt (in 1966)
that: "We need to strengthen our program in
this important area;" 10 and the university consequently did just that. In the last year of Smith's
administration (1968), Marshall affiliated with
the Regional Council for International Education (in Pittsburgh), a gesture that no doubt
enhanced the ability of the institution to implement the United Nations mandate, "To build in
the minds of man the defenses of peace."
The achievements wrought by Marshall University illustrate the tangible results of initiating programs related to international education.
As cited above, in some instances this was accomplished by Marshall professors and students

as they lectured and studied abroad, while simultaneously the university acted as host to
both foreign students and teachers.
It has been estimated that as late as 1968
there were actually more foreign students enrolled in American colleges and universities
than there were native-born black American stu-

dents so enrolled. 11 It was during the period subsequent to the Brown v Topeka decision (19541968) - while Marshall was accommodating foreign students on its campus - that the university
was also fulfilling its moral and legal obligation
of integrating the black American student.
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10. Integrating the Black Students
The most incendiary social issue of the postwar years had to do with the integration of black
students in the schools and colleges of the
Southern and border states. Prior to the enunciation of the Supreme Court decision in Brown
v. Topeka School Board (1954), the institutions
of learning in West Virginia were as rigidly
segregated as were those of the Deep South. It
should be of special interest to the student of
social history to observe how a state-supported
college in a border state - with a conservative
tradition - effected an accommodation with both
judicial decisions and subsequent civil rights
legislation.
As stated earlier, Marshall had been one of
eight colleges to affiliate in 1945 with the National Committee on Intergroup Relations sponsored by the American Council on Education.
Representative of various segments of the Huntington community, including both college personnel and townspeople, this organization had
conducted seminars and panel discussions
which purported to effect a better understanding
of problems as they related to race relations. It
is impossible to ascertain just how successful
this effort was, but when the West Virginia Intercollegiate Press Association held its annual
convention on the campus in 1947, a more tolerant attitude was apparent. For the first time
ever, the sessions of the convention were open to
all races. This "open door" policy prompted the
editor of The Parthenon to say that: "The Fourth
Estate succeeded when the church had failed. " 1
President Smith was consistently in the vanguard as a vigorous champion of human rights.
In a statesman-like message to John W. Day, in
1948, Smith chided the people of West Virginia
for their false pride and their perverted interpretation of the meaning of the state motto:
"Mountaineers Are Always Free." "Positive
freedom," Smith asserted, "rests upon the opportunity ... for work, health and racial equality; none of which West Virginia is famous
for." 2
The neighboring University of Kentucky, in
compliance with a Federal court order, admitted
black students to its Graduate School in 1949.
The following year the West Virginia Board of
Education admitted Negro students to the Graduate School of Marshall College, provided they
were citizens of West Virginia. Immediately
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after the Supreme Court pronounced its segregation decision in 1954, Marshall College hastily complied, and black students matriculated in
the fall semester of that year. Dr. Smith had
persuaded the local press not to publicize the
unprecedented event, and as a result, the historical transition proved to be so uneventful that the
college and the community were scarcely aware
of it.
At the close of the first year of integration at
Marshall, Dr. Smith told President John W.
Davis of West Virginia State College (the black
land-grant institution) that: "Much of the success of integration at Marshall has been due to
the fine attitude of faculty and students and to
our policy of integrating quietly ... and refusing
to feel that there is anything unnatural or unusual about the process.''3 After some reflection,
Smith concluded that Marshall did not really
deserve any special credit for the harmonious
relationship that existed on the campus: "As
educated people" he said, "we regard each other
as worthy of mutual esteem; each person is measured by his conduct, purpose and sense of values." Furthermore, he went on to say that: "We
think in terms of people, rather than in terms of
race and minority groups."4
The college had enrolled in 1956 seventy
black students, some of whom Smith said were
"doing outstanding work in the classroom, as
well as in athletics." At this time (1956) the
President was talking about "integrating the
faculty . . . when the opportunity presents itself."5 Smith attempted to eradicate every vestige of discrimination on the campus. The Education Department taught a special course on
how to integrate the secondary schools; and the
college created a civil rights commission which
purported to investigate any real or alleged acts
of social injustice. Dr. Smith even forbade the
Omicron Delta Kappa chapter to present its annual black-faced minstrel, which he said "ridicules and -exaggerates the shortcomings of the
Negro race."
Nor did President Smith limit his efforts to
insure racial justice to the college campus. As
chairman of the liaison committee, he was "the
moving spirit" which implemented integration
of the two state educational associations. He
was also largely responsible for the all-black
Douglass High School band's being admitted to
the West Virginia Band Festival; and to make
sure that visiting Negro athletes might enjoy

satisfactory quarters, Smith was finally able to
induce the Huntington hotel managers to provide the necessary accommodations.'
Dr. Smith still deplored the prejudicial attitude reflected by many Huntington citizens. As
late as 1962 - eight years after the Brown decision - Smith declared that: "Our university is far
ahead of our city insofar as integration is concerned." The Marshall Human Rights Commission likewise deprecated the bigoted policies
evinced by a number of business firms; however,
when the city ultimately established a human
rights commission, a more tolerant climate of
opinion slowly emerged.' The local ministerial
association and the human rights commission
were gratified when (in 1963) a courageous Circuit Judge, John Hereford, refused to issue an
injunction against several Marshall students
who were picketing a local restaurant that was
refusing to serve anyone with a sable skin.
While Marshall College was effecting a remarkably quiet and successful social revolution
of its own, violence - and even death - occurred
on campuses in the lower South. It will be recalled that at the University of Alabama a black
coed, Autherine Lucy, was so harassed and humiliated that she finally fled in despair from
Tuscaloosa; and on a Sunday evening, in October, 1962, tear gas and human gore stained the
historic old Lyceum Building on the campus of
the University of Mississippi. All through the
night "Ole Miss" was a veritable inferno, and
when the smoke of battle finally cleared, two
people were dead and a score were injured. At a.
cost of two million dollars to the American taxpayer, James Meredith, a Negro student from
Jackson, was finally enrolled on the Oxford
campus. During this dreadful decade - this age
of hate - turmoil and strife erupted on still other
campuses before conciliation and tranquility finally triumphed over anarchy.
As mentioned before, Dr. John D. Williams
had resigned the Presidency of _Marshall College in 1946 to accept the Chancellorship of the
University of Mississippi. Since Dr. Williams
was still at "Ole Miss" during its hour of travail,
it was only natural that the Marshall University
community would be particularly concerned
with these untoward developments on the Mississippi campus. Thus, it is of interest to observe
the reaction of the Marshall Administrative
Cabinet to the Mississippi fiasco. The cabinet
expressed "its deep concern and regret over the

University of Mississippi incident, and it is a
cause of anguish to all. Marshall University
joins with the Association of Southern Colleges
in its censure of the Ole Miss Board of Governors and speaks out against the direct intervention as an invasion of police power into an institution of higher learning."'
The Marshall administrators deservedly cherished a feeling of self-satisfaction about their
own success in effecting racial adjustment, but if
they ever felt a sense of complacency it was soon
to be dispelled. There were vexatious - though
not insoluble - social problems that lay ahead
for Marshall University.

******
As stated elsewhere, Marshall students of
both races had been strangely apathetic during
the preceding decade; actually, a passive state of
mind had prevailed on most campuses during the
1950's. As quoted in Time magazine, a national
spokesman, in addressing a gathering of students, cried out: "My God, feel something; come
alive; get enthusiastic about something."9 Suddenly they did "come alive" almost everywhere.
On the Marshall campus a strong surge of intransigence was first manifested by the more
socially conscious black students and their sympathizers.
The social conditions in America that incited
black militancy at this particular juncture
(1961-1965) can be read in the treatises of sociologist and historians and in the verbose language of politicians, as reflected in the Congressional Record. Space will, of course, not permit
a reexamination of a social phenomenon so
complex as the civil rights movement, but this
much should be said because it is often lost sight
of--it was an unfortunate historical coincidence
that the Centennial of the Civil War (1961-1965)
was observed at this very moment in American
history when the black man was struggling belatedly to attain the constitutional and human
rights for which the Civil War had been fought
in the first place.
From the Negro's point of view, the Centennial seemed to offer the Caucasian Southerners
an opportunity to glorify the military feats of
their Confederate forebears. To some blacks, it
looked as if the South was trying to "win" the
war in pageants, television dramas, and in revised history books. Thus, the Centennial cele-
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bration in the Southern states unquestionably
accentuated the race problem, and it intensified
inter-sectional ill will.
The inveterate chagrin expressed by the Negro students at Marshall University at that time
was actually a microcosm of a national scenario
that was unfolding on most campuses. Many of
these black students were so embittered that
they were even critical of those "Founding Fathers" who had been slave-owners; and some of
them regarded Abraham Lincoln as a "racist."
Certainly, any symbol of the Southern Confederacy was anathema to black Americans everywhere; and yet Marshall University and the
state of West Virginia were relatively restrained
in their observance of the Civil War Centennial.
To be sure, the local press made mention of the
military events of the Civil War era, and several
Marshall history professors delivered anniversary speeches before school assemblies and service clubs, but unlike the states of the former
Confederacy, the people of West Virginia for
the most part confined their observance to the
celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of
the admission of the state to the Union in 1863.
Yet there were on the Marshan campus several visible reminders of the Confederate States of
America. A number of automobile windshields
and license plates bore decals depicting the Confederate flag. Also in evidence was the teacher
training school, which bore the name of a Confederate officer, General Albert Gallatin Jenkins. But it was the public ceremony enacted on
the campus by the Kappa Alpha Order that particularly rankled the black students.
Founded at Washington and Lee University
(in 1866) during General Lee's presidency of
that institution, Kappa Alpha Order was encrusted with the traditions of the Old South and
the Confederacy. It seemed to the typical black
student that the fraternity was something of an
anachronism. The local chapter sponsored each
year, in commemoration of Lee's birthday, an
"Old South Week," at which time Confederate
uniforms, hooped skirts and crinoline dresses
were taken out of mothballs and were very much
in evidence. Indeed, some of the scenes enacted
by the Kappa Alpha brothers were suggestive of
episodes depicted in Gone With the Wind. Most
offensive to the blacks was that part of the
Kappa Alpha ceremony in which the President
of Marshall University "surrendered" the institution to the 'rebels', who then proceeded to
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draw "a Mason-Dixon Line" across the campus
and to unfurl the 'Stars and Bars' and then to
secede from the Union.
The dissident Negroes, acting through a student organization known as Civic Interest Progressives, enlisted the moral support of the West
Virginia Human Rights Commission and the
local chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
They then proceeded to denounce Marshall as
an anti-Negro institution. In rebuttal, the Kappa
Alpha brothers and alumni were vigorous and
articulate in defense of their fraternity. Ultimately, a compromise was negotiated: The
Kappa Alphas agreed to delete "the most offensive parts" of their ritual, including the "drawing of the Mason-Dixon Line" of demarcation
across the campus. Subsequently, President
Smith approved the revision, and the fraternity
was restored to its former standing on the campus.'0
Still another reminder of slavery and the ante-

Emory Carr, (German), first full-time black professor.

helium South was Daniel Emmett's plantation
melody, "Dixie," which had often been played
by the college orchestra in the field house at
basketball games. The Negro organizations on
the campus were so vehement in their protestation that President Smith, in 1967, forbade the
playing of this favorite tune of the Southland.
However, Dr. Smith advised that "Dixie" (which was composed by an Ohioan) - had also
been a popular song in the North and that President Lincoln, at the close of the war, had requested the Marine Band to play "Dixie" at the
White House. (Thus, it was the last song the
President ever heard before his assassination.)
After a short period of reflection, President
Smith rescinded his ban against "Dixie." He
said that it was his "carefully considered conviction that censorship in any form is not compatible with the university's search for truth." 11
The recalcitrance of a few black students and
the infeasibility of some of their demands convinced President Smith that certain members of
the Civic Interest Progressives had "succeeded
in undoing much of the progress made at Marshall in the area of improved human relations;" 12
and yet the vast majority of black students enjoyed a felicitous relationship with the student
body, and several of them had achieved outstanding records in athletics and in the campus
leadership organizations. For instance, the popular Hal Greer had breached the color line in
basketball, while Marclan Walker was the first
black coed to be admitted to Fagus.
In response to the requests of the black community, courses relating to Negro culture were
added to the university curriculum. The Political Science Department instituted in 1964 a civil
rights workshop conducted by Professors Stewart and Perry. The course probed in depth the
legal, social, political and psychological impli-

cations of the civil rights movement. Bernard
Cleveland of the Social Studies Department was
appointed (1967) coordinator of an interdisciplinary seminary entitled "Negro Culture in
America."
Twelve years after the Brown decision was
enunciated, affirmative action was taken at
Marshall in the employment of black faculty
members. Emory Carr of the Department of
German was appointed in 1966 as the first black
professor at Marshall. Professor Carr, however,
desired to minimize the fact that he was black,
but instead he preferred to be considered "just
another teacher of German." 13 Herbert Henderson, a local Negro attorney, was appointed in
1968 on a part-time basis to teach an evening
class in American Negro history; and Dr. Marvin Mills, who became a professor of Men's
Physical Education, ultimately attained national recognition as a specialist in safety education.
Marshall University, like institutions of
learning elsewhere, was shocked by the assassination (in 1968) of Dr. Martin Luther King. The
day afterward - in a special convocation - selections were read from Dr. King's fervent addresses, and tributes were paid him by students and
faculty alike. Moreover, the senior class of 1968
endowed a scholarship for black students in
honor of this moderate spokesman of his race,
who had received a Nobel Prize in recognition
of his efforts to promote peace among men.
The Smith administration had brought about
a relatively peaceful transition in the evolution
of race relations at Marshall, an achievement
that represents a historical watershed; however,
there would be troubled days ahead for President Smith's successor, as intransigent black
students, acting in concert with the Students for
a Democratic Society (SDS), made demands
upon the university administration.
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11. Marshall Celebrates Another Centennial
The Marshall community has always enjoyed
celebrating anniversaries, whether they be the
centennial of the founding of the college or the
bicentennial of John Marshall's birth. The
joyful commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of the state proved to be
another historical watershed. The entire populace observed the occasion with unabashed civic
pride. (Morris Shawkey would have been ecstatic!) In order to get the centennial ball rolling on
the Marshall campus, the brothers of Sigma
Alpha Epsilon (in relays) dribbled a basketball
fifty miles in zero temperature - all the way
from the fraternity house in Huntington to Governor Wally Barron's office in the Capitol in
Charleston.
The month of June, 1963, marked the one
hundredth birthday of the thirty-fifth state. It
was on June 20, 1863, that President Lincoln
signed the West Virginia Statehood Bill, an act
which effected the only change in the political
boundary of the United States resulting from
the Civil War. It was fitting that on June 20,
1963, another President, John F. Kennedy - who
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had a special reason to appreciate West Virginia - paid tribute to the Mountain State in an
address delivered from the steps of the State
House in Charleston.
It was also in June, 1963, that Marshall University, in a memorable centennial commencement ceremony, conferred honorary degrees
upon eight native West Virginians who had reflected honor upon the state. The baccalaureate
sermon on this happy homecoming was delivered by the Reverend Joseph Duffey (class of
1954). Duffey was at that time a professor in
Hartford Seminary, but later he would serve
briefly as Assistant Secretary of State for Cultural Affairs (in the Carter Cabinet), before accepting the Chairmanship of the National Endowment for the Humanities. The commencement speaker was Cyrus R. Vance, a native of
Clarksburg, who was, in 1963, the Secretary of
the Army, before becoming Secretary of State in
1977. In addition to Secretary Vance, honorary
degrees were also conferred upon James Comstock (the editor of the West Virginia Hillbilly),
Phyllis Curtin (a Metropolitan Opera prima
donna), David L. Francis (the President of the

University theater presentation of The Corn is Green as part of the state centennial, 1963

Princess Coal Company), John D. "Jack" Maurice (editor of the Charleston Daily Mail),
Myles C. Stanley (the Secretary of the West
Virginia Labor Council), Dr. Robert Burgess
Stewart (a Tufts University Dean), and Dr. Festus P. Summers (a Professor of History in West
Virginia University). It was the most pretentious commencement ceremony since Ambassador Dwight W. Morrow came home to his place
of birth in 1928. President Smith declared the
centennial commencement to be "the largest and
in many ways the most significant that we have
ever had." 1
In commemoration of the admission of West
Virginia to statehood, the Marshall faculty and
students uttered paeans to the state by means of
both the written and spoken word and through
the media of music, drama art and pageantry,
It was reminiscent of the college centennial in
1937.) There were special centennial editions of
the Chief Justice and The Parthenon, and Dr.
Raymond Janssen, the geology professor, published a centennial booklet entitled Epic of the
Highlands. The University Research Board

dedicated to the Centennial its first "Research
Bulletin," which cited twenty-two faculty publications. Marshall professors lectured on West
Virginia history and contemporary social issues
at the annual Alumni Day Qbservance· and
President Smith recorded on tape his views and
predictions concerning "The present status and
future of Marshall University."2 Dr. Charles
Harper (political science), who was appointed by
the Governor as Chairman of the West Virginia
Historical Marker Commission, made a worthy
contribution to the Centennial observance by
designating with bronze plaques all places of
historical significance in the Mountain State.
Dr. Eugene Hoak - after two years of application - presented to the university murals depicting West Virginia scenes.
Four hundred participants, representing the
Speech and Music Departments, collaborated in
producing Cente11nial CaYalcade, an extravaganza which portrayed the historical development
of the city and the university. The musical score
of the pageant, entitled Sounds of the Ce11tury,
featured Jane Hobson of the Music Faculty,
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whom the New York Herald-Tribune had said
(1958) "possesses one of the finest voices to be
found anywhere among our young singers."3 Dr.
Charles Lawrence Kingsbury, the Chairman of
the Music Department, declared the Centennial
Cavalcade to be "the most pretentious production in the history of the university."
Clayton Page, the Director of the University
Theater, presented Emlyn Williams' The Corn
is Green, a play that reflected a coal-mining
background. 4 The Centennial Showboat, "the
Rhododendron," presented East Lynn, which
was likewise dedicated to the Centennial. The

showboat, which plied the waters of the Great
Kanawha and Ohio Rivers throughout the year,
docked at the Tenth Street landing in Huntington, where the cast of players regaled the local
citizenry with still other appropriate dramatic
selections. As an extra fillip to the anniversary
observance, a Marshall University coed, Jo Ann
Odum (Miss U.S.A. 1962), acted as co-director
of the Miss U.S.A. Pageant of 1963, which was
held in Huntington during the Centennial year
under the sponsorship of the local Chamber of
Commerce.
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12. Expansion of the Physical Plant
For nearly two decades following the Second
World War, the physical facilities of the institution were expanded at a relatively slow pace.
Though funds had been appropriated before the
war for a new science building, military priorities precluded construction for several years;
however, a spacious science hall - costing nearly
$3,000,000 - was.dedicated in the fall of 1950, at
which time Dr. John Dunning, the Dean of the
Engineering College in Columbia University,
delivered the dedicatory address. It was not until
1955 that an additional facility was constructed;
that was a women's dormitory, which was later
christened Prichard Hall in honor of Professor
Lucy Prichard. But what was needed far more
than residence halls was more classroom space.
The editor of The Parthenon (1955) lamented
that the size of the physical plant was hardly
commensurate with the size of the student
body. 1
It was not until 1961 that an adequate men's
physical education building was completed.
Built at a cost of approximately $2,000,000, the
structure was christened on March 3, 1961, by
Shane McCarthy, the Director of President
Kennedy's Council on Youth Fitness. It was ap-
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propriate that (in 1964) the building was named
in honor of Otto "Swede" Gullickson. At a dignified ceremony, on April 22, 1964, a bronze
plaque was unveiled in the foyer of the building,
which bears the simple inscription reflecting
"Swede's" love of humanity. The eulogy to Professor Gullickson was given by Charles H.
Brown, the President of the Board of Education.
A unique experiment in Christian education
was activated in 1961 with the completion of the
University Christian Center, located behind the
women's physical education building. Subsidized entirely by contributions, the modernistic
building - erected at a cost of nearly a half
million dollars - contained a chapel, fellowship
hall, lounges, conference rooms and offices. The
Director of the Christian Center, the Reverend
Lander Beal, said that: "This is truly a pilot
project. It is being watched from all over the
United States, since it is the only one being
financed by cooperating denominations." 2 The
building has been a multiple purpose facility,
serving not only as ahouse of worship but also as
a place for weddings, receptions, lectures and
seminars.
While the university campus had heretofore
comprised only thirty-five acres, the legislature
(in 1961) granted to Marshall 180 acres for a

"second campus," to be located on the eastern
perimeter of the city. Formerly the site of the
West Virginia Home for Aged and Infirmed
Black People, the land grant was quickly accepted by the administration and designated
"University Heights." President Smith, who
was optimistic about the future development of
the facility, exclaimed ecstatically that he had
"a great dream about 'University Heights'." He
said he could envision a recreational, cultural
and scientific center being erected there, which
conceivably would include an arboretum, bird
sanctuary, nature trails and housing units; but
even more important, Dr. Smith visualized a new
college and a Central Ohio Valley Research
Center. 3 When the Area Redevelopment Administration in Washington rejected the Marshall
proposal for subsidization of a research center,
prospects for developing "University Heights"
were shattered. As a result, the university administration never again revived its enthusiasm
for this "second campus." Its basic function
thereafter was to serve as a domicile for married
students.
So crowded were the women's residence halls
that three coeds frequently occupied the same
suite; and a considerable number of men were
lodged in the Prichard Hotel. This condition
was partially alleviated in 1963 with the construction of West Hall for Women and South
Hall for men. A maintenance building was constructed on Twentieth Street in 1965.
All institutions of higher education felt
obliged to acquire one of those mechanical wonders of the decade - the computer. That technical phenomenon first made its appearance in the
basement of Old Main in 1963. George Mendenhall of the Engineering Science Department
taught a course in the operation of the computer, entitled "Computational Methods, " 4
The state legislature (in 1963) passed a
$7,000,000 bond issue for new construction, to
be liquidated through student fees. The James E.
Morrow Library acquired an additional Federal
grant which defrayed the cost of a complete
renovation that included the construction of two
"wraparound annexes" adjoining the original
structure. Among other improvements were a
new reading room on the second floor, a modern
lighting system and pneumatic tubes and conveyors to expedite the acquisition of books. A
reference library on the first floor contains ten
thousand new books. 5 Upon completion, the Ii-

brary was one of the most commodious and esthetically satisfying buildings of its kind in the
Central Appalachian region.
Just as Marion Vest Fors had painted the
murals in 1937 for the original library building,
Dr. Arthur Carpenter of the Art Department
conceived and painted murals abreast the stairwell in the remodeled library. Professor Carpenter's inural was executed in fulfillment of a the-

Smith Academic Center and Evelyn Hollberg Smith Music
Hall

sis requirement for a Ph.D. degree in the Pennsylvania State Univeristy. Carpenter said that
he studied the subject for an entire year before
he "ever touched a brush." The mural depicts
the development of teacher education in West
Virginia - extending from the itinerant rural
teacher to the modern-day college president.
While the mural delineates art, music, home
economics and sports, it also portrays 114 figures, including two college presidents - Morris
P. Shawkey, a former president of Marshall,
and Joseph Rosier of Fairmont State College.
President Smith was so pleased with Carpenter's mural that he pronounced it "a fine addi-
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tion to our library," and he was "especially
proud to have had it done by a member of our
faculty."'
The most elaborate project funded under the
multi-million dollar bond act was a new classroom complex, designed to accommodate the
social sciences, the humanities, speech, music
and communications. Fashioned in the "cathedral style" of collegiate architecture, the central
building of this pretentious academic center is
eight floors in height and is adequately equipped
for classrooms and faculty offices. It was said
to have been the first university building in the
country equipped with an escalator. On opposite
sides of the central structure are housed the
communications and music annexes. After forty
years, the need for adequate facilities for the
Music Department was finally fulfilled.

The academic center was dedicated in December, 1967, at which time Dr. Huston Smith,
a Professor of Philosophy in the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, delivered the principal
address. To the complete surprise of President
and Mrs. Stewart Smith, it was announced on
this occasion that the Board of Education had
decreed that the main classroom building be
designated Stewart H. Smith Hall, while the
music building would be christened Evelyn Hollberg Smith Hall.
These physical improvements were late in
coming; and when Dr. Smith resigned in 1968
the facilities at Marshall still lagged behind
those in comparable institutions in neighboring
states. There was still an urgent need for more
classrooms, residence halls, a new student
union and an auditorium.
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13. President Smith Bows Out
After Marshall acquired university status in
1961, it became increasingly evident to Dr.
Smith that the annual financial allocation
awarded the institution was by no means commensurate with the exalted rank that the institution had attained. Smith was convinced that the
Board of Education was not as "effective in
assisting Marshall as the Board of Governors
was in promoting the interests of West Virginia
University." 1
It is conceivable that the Board might all
along have been more aggressive in championing
the interests of Marshall had President Smith
been more demanding. Instead, as late as 1954,
Smith confessed that he had "never tried to
force [his] opinion upon Board members, either
before or after decisions were made."2 Dr. Smith
was the type of courtly gentleman that often
found it difficult to bargain effectively with wily
West Virginia politicians.
President Smith began to sense in 1962 that
his relationship with the State Board of Education was not as cordial as it had been heretofore.
He observed that several of the board members
appeared "passive and uninterested" in what he
had to say and that they showed a tendency "to
hurry [him] on during the meetings." (By contrast, Dr. Smith said he enjoyed a more pleasant
rapport with his colleagues on the Board of Regents of Gettysburg College.)3
President Smith concluded that West Virginia sorely needed a Board of Higher Education
that would contrive an equitable fiscal formula
applicable to all institutions of learning. Smith
knew, however, that "because of their superior
political power, the University at Morgantown
and the Board of Governors had thus far successfully opposed the establishment of a single
board.'"'
He was especially nettled because the Board
of Governors authorized the creation of the
Kanawha Valley Graduate Center as a branch of
West Virginia University without even consulting the administrations of Marshall University
or the state colleges. 5 When the creation of a
Board of Regents was seriously proposed in
1966, Smith predicted that the implementation
of such a reform would be "just as significant
for Marshall as attaining University status" had
been.6
But the realization of that hope was not to be

achieved until after President Smith's retirement. The last two years of his administration
(1966-1968) witnessed the usual feverish scramble for adequate appropriations. Indeed, so critical was the financial plight of the school that in
November, 1966, President Smith proclaimed
Marshall University to be "financially impoverished," and the following month - for the first
time ever - Dr. Smith convened the students and
faculty for the expressed purpose of enlisting
their support in implementing his plea for pecuniary assistance.' At the start of the new year,
1967, a faculty lobbying group - as so often in
the past - met with legislative committees to
assess the needs of an institution; but the outcome of those conferences was not at all encouraging.

******
After an unprecedented tenure of twenty-two
years as the head of Marshall University, President Smith concluded that it was time to pass
the scepter to a younger man. In October, 1967,
he announced his intention of retiring at the
close of the fiscal year (July 1, 1968). His presidential stewardship had been the longest and
most productive in the history of the institution,
and the genial president had consistently sustained a high level of personal popularity, both
on the campus and with the commonality.
In a real sense, Marshall began to "come of
age" during the two decades following the Second World War. The achievements had been
manifold: university status had been attained;
supplementary accreditation had been realized
in the chemistry and civil engineering departments, as well as with the University Women
and the Teacher Training Ass'ociations; a graduate school and a college of applied science had
become a reality; and new curricula had been
added in such fields as military science, medical
technology, nursing, speech pathology and library science; student and faculty scholarship
had been encouraged, and an evening school was
created; radio and television had earned a respectable niche in the academic hierarchy; an
alumni office had been established, and the
physical plant had been enlarged.
One is reminded of Sir Christopher Wren's
epitaph in the crypt of St. Paul's, the London
cathedral that he built: "If you need a monument, look around you.'" Certainly, all that

203

Marshall students had to do was to look around
them.
During the final semester of his presidential
tenure, Dr. Smith was feted by legions of his
friends and admirers at a community dinner at
the Prichard Hotel in April, 1968. The festivity
was sponsored by David Francis and by two
faithful alumni of the university, Raymond
Brewster, the publisher, and Harry Wolfe, Jr., a
local merchant. Eulogies to the outgoing President were delivered by students, alumni, businessmen and profossional leaders, who came
from every section of the state. President Leonard Riggleman of Morris Harvey College - as
spokesman for the educators - declared that: "It
is impossible to honor the honorable."8 (So why
try to gild the lily?) At the conclusion of the
dinner, Dr. and Mrs. Smith were presented the
keys to a new Pontiac sedan and trailer, which
awaited them at the entrance to the hotel. What
an ideal vehicle in which to travel to the Olympic Games in Mexico City that summer (of
1968).
The climax of President Smith's professional
career came in June, when the institution he had
served so long and so well conferred upon him
the honorary degree of doctor of humanities. 9 It
was at Dr. Smith's behest that the baccalaureate
sermon on this occasion was preached by the
Reverend Bert McCormick (class of 1954). The
Reverend Mr. McCormick, who was the author
of The Social and Economic Background of
Luke, was at that time a Presbyterian minister
in New Castle, Pennsylvania. 10
Rather than return to his native Pennsylvania, Dr. and Mrs. Smith chose to remain in
Huntington. Since his busy professional career
had precluded foreign travel - save to Canada
and Mexico - he would now have an opportunity
to satisfy that desire. In the years ahead, Dr.
Smith became a Vice President for Public Relations of the First Huntington National Bank,
and subsequently he served as an advisor to the
Office of Student Affairs at Alderson-Broaddus
College in Philippi. 11 Furthermore, he continued
to serve as a member of the Board of Higher
Education of the United Lutheran Church of
America and as Governor of the West Virginia
District of Rotary International.
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CHAPTER VIII
ROLAND H. NELSON ERA: "THE CRAZE TO RAGE,"
1968-1970

Following President Smith's retirement in
July, 1968, the Board of Education, without
benefit of faculty counsel, elected the eighth
President of Marshall University. The man selected was Dr. Roland Hill Nelson, the fortyeight year old President of the Richmond Professional Institute (Virginia). A native of Maryland and the son of a clergyman, Nelson had
earned an undergraduate degree in Duke University and a doctorate in education at Harvard.
He had held administrative positions at Northwestern University and in the University of
Louisville. Nelson had been Chairman of the
Education Department at Duke before he assumed the Presidency of the Richmond Professional Institute (now Virginia Commonwealth
University).
Accompanied by his wife and three daughters,
Dr. Nelson arrived on the campus in July, and
immediately he entered into a round of conferences with administrators and departmental
chairmen. His task would be formidable - if for
no other reason because it would be extremely
difficult for anyone to succeed President Stewart Smith. Many alumni agreed with Jack Upton (class of 1963), the Martinsburg City Manager, who told Dr. Nelson that: "The Lord himself would be found wanting when compared to
Dr. Smith."1
While President Smith had been singularly
skillful in the art of public relations, Dr. Nelson,
from the outset, made no especial effort to ingratiate himself with the townspeople. His advice to the faculty and students was that they
should "dare to be different and face the criticism"; and in a faculty meeting at the start of
his second year Nelson let it be known unequivocally that the university officials - and not
the townspeople - would mold the policies and
make the decisions governing Marshall U niversity. He even went so far as to say that he would
"cut the umbilical cord" with the city of Huntington. 2 But despite such a bold and tactless
assertion, Nelson visualized that Marshall University was obligated to serve the community
more efficiently than heretofore. He postulated
the proposition that the school should strive to
be a "metroversity," which he defined as an
institution "devoted to establishing a more effective working relationship with the region
which surrounds it and supports it." Nelson
envisioned the creation of a "bureau of industrial studies" at the university, which would train
scientists and business executives who conceiv-
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ably could fulfill the exigent needs of the "industrial triangle" embracing Charleston, Huntington and Parkersburg. These aspirations
could be realized, he felt, not only through the
assistance of the new Board of Regents, but also
by means of a financial "Commitment to Marshall" by alumni and other public-spirited citizens of the state. Nelson sounded the tocsin for
action, which he anticipated would rally the economic and intellectual resources of the entire
commonwealth.
Though Dr. Nelson was serving as President
of the West Virginia Council of College and
University Presidents (1969-1970), and while
many of his educational theories were undoubtedly sound, it was his fortuitous misfortune to be
President of Marshall University during a period of unprecedented social ferment and unparalleled campus unrest. While the basic cause of
the furor was related to the military draft and

the war in Indo-China, it should be mentioned
that many Marshall students had initially been
inclined to support President Lyndon Johnson's
foreign policy. In fact, seven Marshall students
had in 1965, marched with Congressman Ken
Hechler and Congressional Medal laureate,
Herschel Williams (of Barboursville) from St.
Albans to Huntington, where they joined l 500
University students in signing a petition defending Johnson's military intervention in Viet
nam.◄ But that was a mere passing phase; three
years hence, when peace in Asia was still not in
sight, the students at Marshall had apparently
become as disenchanted with American foreign
policy as bad their counterparts on hundreds of
other campuses throughout the country - and the
world.
College students of the late 1960's were peculiarly intrigued with abstract ideas and a visionary idealism. If they appeared to be more irresponsible than their elders, it was because they
had fewer responsibilities. They expressed bitter indignation toward the crass materialism
manifested by corporate interests, and as never
before, they were acutely socially conscious.
They were altogether sympatheic toward such
current humanitarian projects as the Peace
Corps, Vista and the civil rights movement.
Since "galJoping inflation" had not yet (1968)
seriously devaluated the American dollar, these
youths realized that with a bachelor' degree
they could live fairly comfortably on $10,000 a
year; so why should they emulate their mercenary parents in worshipping the goddess Mammon? Wouldn't it be more rewarding to commit
their energy and talents toward the alleviation
of social ills in what they considered to be a
"sick society"? 5
The disturbances that occurred on the Marshall University Campus during the Nelson era
(1968-1970) were a microcosm of the near anarchy that prevailed generally in academe. This
turmoil occurred at Marshall in spite of Dean
Constantine Curris' assertion that the West Virginia Board of Education resolutions concerning students' rights were "the most progressive
in the United States."' Perhaps so, but on the
Marshall campus there was a close bond of affinity linking such radical organizations as the
Students for a Democratic Society (SOS), the
Black United Students, Freedom and Racial
Equality for Everyone (FREE) and the Free
University Movement. Many of the grievances
harbored by these groups were contrived, yet

some were legitimate. Their complaints were
vociferously promulgated both verbally and
through the medium of the press. They contended that some of the professors at Marshall were
banal and ineffectual and that many of their
college courses were "irrelevant." They pretended to be very much annoyed because college
administrators were paid more than faculty
members. They argued unconvincingly that the
college bookstore was profiteering. Probably
their most universal and persistent grievance
was that the students were not allowed a voice in
the governance of the institution.
The most inveterate resentment was demonstrated by the black students at Marshall.
Though black studies courses had already been
instituted and several Negro faculty members
had been employed, the Black United Students
demanded that a black cultural center be established on the campus. These irate students dramatized their disaffection by disrupting a formal (cap and gown) student convocation being
held in the men's gymnasium in October, 1969.
Instigated by a black student, John SbeUcroft
(of A bland, Kentucky), several of the students
boldly mounted the platform, and as Shellcroft
reached for the microphone, he proclaimed that:
"These students have had enough of Dr. Nelson's lies." Shellcroft forthwith demanded that
a black cultural center be established at once.
President Nelson, who very admirably retained
his poise and composure, tactfully replied that
he would attempt to comply with their request.
Nelson privately confessed that: "In all conscience, if I had been a black student on the
Marshall University campus I might well have
been a participant" in that demonstration.' Nelson kept his promise to the students, and within
a fortnight a black cultural center was improvised on the second noor annex to the Shawkey
Student Union.
Perhaps the most harrowing decision that
President Nelson was obliged to make was
whether or not to recognize the Marshall chapter of the Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS). Founded at Port Huron, Michigan, this
incendiary student group had expanded to campuses throughout the country. Though the local
members of the society asserted that they disavowed the more radical tenets espoused by the
"Weatherman" faction of the organization, the
Marshall chapter was, nonetheless, regarded as
subversive and on-American by most Huntington people - and Huntington is basically a con-

209

servative community .8
Through the medium of a vulgar and anonymously edited underground newspaper, Free Forum, the SDS enunciated essentially the same
complaints as did the other intransigent groups
on the campus. Furthermore, the SDS castigated not only the Central Intelligence Agency but
also the two major Presidential candidates
(1968) - as well as Senator Robert Byrd. The
society implanted three hundred crosses on the
Marshall campus as a rebuke and a warning to
the Dow Chemical Company and other corporations that were producing munitions with which
to fuel the war in Vietnam.' Though not susceptible of proof, the SDS was believed to have
created a series of bomb scares on the campus -

as many as seventeen in one day. Though J.
Edgar Hoover had pronounced the Students for
a Democratic Society a Communist-inspired organization, that allegation was true only in a
narrow technical sense. ,e
Nevertheless, an influential segment of the
local community were exercised as never before
since the McCarthy "witch hunts" of the 1950's.
A vast legion of patriots donned the armour of
civic righteousness, including clergymen, clubwomen, school superintendents, military officers, veterans and a sprinkling of faculty members. They importuned President Nelson to denounce the SOS as a godless "communist
front."
In an address to the Marshall Honors Convo-
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cation, Nelson disclosed that virtually all of his
correspondents were adamantly opposed to his
recognizing SDS as a student organization. Nelson was constantly being reminded that no other
college administration in the state of West Virginia had sanctioned the society: 1 Moreover,
the Ironton (Ohio) School Board removed a
Marshall student teacher, David Casper, from
the Ironton High School faculty when the
school board was apprised that Casper was a
member of the Marshall chapter of the SDS.
Since Dean Robert Hayes of the Teachers College was not satisfied with the rather nebulous
reasons that the school board offered as to why
Casper was dismissed, Dean Hayes consequently withdrew the other Marshall student teachers from the Ironton school system. 12
What was Dr. Nelson's rationale for recognizing the Marshall chapter of the Students for
a Democratic Society? Basically, he was ideologically akin to such college presidents as
Kingman Brewster of Yale University, who had
been able t~ survive campus violence by pursuing
a more flexible administrative policy. To the
contrary, Dr. Nelson was aware that President
Grayson Kirk's unyielding attitude toward dissidents at Columbia University had precipitated
violence in that institution. While Nelson contended that he disagreed with some of the doctrines of the SDS, he maintained that since it
had complied with the university regulations
and requirements, it was, therefore, eligible for
recognition as a campus organization. He also
may have been influenced by the fact that all of
the other universities in the Mid-American
Conference had recognized SDS. Nor was Nelson oblivious to the entreaties of certain campus
organizations that were urging him to recognize
the local chapter. These included the Marshall
Chapter of the American Association of University Professors, the Student Conduct and Welfare Committee and the Faculty Personnel Committee. (It might be mentioned parenthetically
that the Huntington chapter of the American
Association of University Women also favored
recognition.) So Dr. Nelson nailed his colors to
the mast and accorded administrative sanction
to the local chapter of the Students for a Democratic Society.

******
Another prickly problem that Dr. Nelson was
expected to resolve related to the free speech

clause of the First Amendment. (Ex-Presidents
Shawkey and Smith had encountered similar
difficulties.) Somehow there had been no vocal
protests in the local community when certain
orthodox guest speakers expounded their views
during the university "Impact Week." These
conservatives included Robert Welch, the
founder of the John Birch Society, Congressman Donald Lukens (Ohio) and William Buckley, the syndicated columnist; but when it was
divulged that Herbert Aptheker, the Marxist
historian, had been invited to lecture at the college, pandemonium erupted in the city! Nevertheless, there were many champioins of Aptheker's right to be heard. Both the University
Council and the Marshall Chapter of the AA UP
joined President Nelson in vigorously defending
Aptheker's civil liberty, and as a result, the historian came to the campus and spoke without
untoward incident. 13
Even more disconcerting to some people than
the Aptheker engagement was the appearance
on the campus of David Dellinger. It will be
recalled that Dellinger, a member of and chief
spokesman for the notorious "Chicago Seven,"
had been convicted in Federal court for inciting
a riot. Thus, when the convicted felon appeared
on the scene in 1970, the outcry of the populace
was stentorian! Because Nelson had allowed
Dellinger to lecture at the university, President
Nelson was assailed by people from as far away
as tidewater Virginia. One angry correspondent
from Petersburg (Virginia) wrote him: "Shame
on you and your great university that bears the
name of John Marshall for stooping to invite
that scoundrel [David] Dellinger to address the
student body. (If) you college presidents go on
with your permissiveness of allowing termites in
your building, the time will come when the walls
will rot down and crash all about you. How
dumb and stupid can people be in this permissive
age? 14
In spite of the invectives that were constantly
being hurled at Roland Nelson, he appeared to
be outwardly calm and collected. He had contended all along that: "A college president
should, like Harry Truman, be able to withstand
the heat or get out of the kitchen." 15

******
Still other problems confronted President
Nelson's administration. In the unhappy year,
1969, the North Central Association placed
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Marshall University on what it called "private
probation"; yet this admonition was really not
as serious as it seemed to be, for the institution
still remained fully accredited by the NCA, and
the students' academic credits were in no sense
vitiated. 16 The North Central Association was
merely warning the university "privately" that
certain deficiencies were in need of rectification. The NCA was critical of the unwise fiscal
centralization in the state capitol; Marshall
should, instead, be permitted "more budgetary
leverage in purchasing and in the employment of
personnel." Moreover, Marshall was reproved
for initiating certain academic programs for
which the school was not deemed financially
competent to implement. Since the university
library "was an area of concern" to the NCA, a
library consultant was "strongly recommended."17 However, efforts to conform to these
guidelines were not initiated until the succeeding administration of President Barker (19711974).

******
Although the Nelson administration was afflicted with a number of maladies - including the
revelation of athletic scandals - the horizon was
not entirely bleak for the hapless president. The
foremost achievement during the Nelson interim
was brought about in the Teachers College, a
division of the university which had doubled its
student enrollment during the preceding five
years. Since Dean Hayes had not been satisfied
with the "conditional accreditation" that the
National Council of American Teachers Education (NCA TE) had originally accorded the college in 1963, Hayes succeeded in expunging that
reservation (1969), and the college was accorded
"unconditional accreditation." This was obviously a coup of paramount importance!
The Teachers College received a magnum
opus at a national convention at the Conrad
Hilton Hotel in Chicago.in 1969, when the college was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Award for Excellence. This most coveted
accolade was conferred upon the college by the
American Association of Colleges of Teacher
Education in recognition of its sponsorship of a
multi-institutional student teaching center in
Kanawha County. This national distinction
prompted Ivor Boiarsky, the Speaker of the
West Virginia House of Delegates, to exclaim:
"This is the first time in my legislative career
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that West Virginia has been Number One!" 18
In addition to offering Marshall students an
opportunity to acquire practical teaching experience in the schools of West Virginia, the multiinstitutional center in Kanawha County sponsored the so-called "Montreal Experience."
This was a reciprocal arrangement effected between the Kanawha Center and McGill University in Montreal, which enabled Marshall students (1970-1971) to acquire a teaching experience in the English-speaking schools of Quebec. At the same time, McGill University students were afforded an opportunity to teach in
the schools of West Virginia.
Another significant development initiated in
the Teachers College was the departmentalization of the various areas of teacher education.
The respective disciplines had proliferated to
the extent that the college consisted of far more
disciplines than a mere "department of education." The new departments that were created
and their respective chairmen included: Administration (Neil Gibbins), Counselling (Clark
Hess), Foundations (Dean Hayes, Interim
Chairman), Instruction (Bernard Queen), and
Vocational-Technical Education (Charles
Jones).
The Teachers College was also in the vanguard of progress in adopting innovative pedagogic techniques, and a more comprehensive
counselling service. In keeping with national
trends, the laboratory school was displaced in
favor of teaching experience acquired in the
public schools. Furthermore, a grant totaling
$19,000 was awarded the Teachers College
(1969) by the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare, which enabled the college to develop courses in the rehabilitation of physically
and mentally handicapped students.

*

*****

During the brief Nelson interim there was a
baneful lack of administrative and philosophical
continuity existent in the College of Arts and
Sciences. For the years (1967-1971), after Dean
Bartlett retired, the college was administered by
no fewer than five different deans: Tyson, Dedmon, Green, Collins, and Saunders. When Dean
Tyson became Academic Vice President in
1968, he was succeeded by Dr. Donald Dedmon,
who shortly thereafter was appointed Executive
Vice President. Dr. Bayard Green served as
Dean on an interim basis for a semester and was

replaced by Dr. Edward M. Collins, who served
only a year before he secured a college presidency elsewhere. Dr. Harvey Saunders of the History Department was the acting Dean for several
months before he became the Dean of Millsaps
College (Mississippi) in 1971.
A College of Business was finally authorized
by the Regents in 1969, with Dr. R. W. Morell
of the University of South Florida as the first
Dean. The college initially consisted of five departments (management, marketing, finance,
accounting, office administration) and twenty
full-time instructors. Both a baccalaureate and a
master's degree were conferred in the college, as
well as associate degrees in accounting, marketing and secretarial science. While the question
of accreditation of the College of Business was
left in abeyance, it is gratifying to note that the
two-year nursing curriculum in the College of
Applied Sciences was approved in 1969 by the
National League of Nursing.
Other than the master's degree programs in
business administration, speech pathology and
journalism, there were no additional curricula
initiated in the Graduate School. One abortive
development should be noted: President Nelson
recommended strongly that a Doctor of Arts in
Teaching (D.A.T.) be created, and much faculty
energy was expanded in exploring the feasibility
of such an intermediary degree. The program
was never implemented, however, largely because interest in it waned appreciably after Nelson's resignation in 1970. It is probably wis.e
that it did wane, in view of the appalling plethora of "doctor's degrees" that were being ground
out promiscuously by the universities. (A Master of Arts in Teaching [M.A.T.] would have
been more logical.)
Dr. Stewart Smith had once said that the creation of a Board of Regents would be of greater
benefit to Marshall University than the attainment of university status; but it was not until
1969 that the legislature created a Board of
Regents to govern all institutions of higher
learning in the state. Thus, the former Board of
Governors that had administered West Virginia
University was abolished, and the Board of Education henceforth confined its administrative
functions to the secondary schools. Dr. Prince
Woodard (of Virginia) was appointed the first
Chancellor of the system of higher education.
Dr. Nelson pronounced the statute creating the
Board of Regents "the legislative process at its
best." Nelson, furthermore, was gratified that

the Board permitted Marshall to exercise "more
autonomy in decision making ... than any institution outside of West Virginia." 19
Illustrative of that "autonomy" to which Nelson referred was the policy permitting the university to build "self-liquidating" residence
halls. The university could build dormitories
with borrowed funds and liquidate the indebtedness with revenue derived from student fees.
Thus, it became incumbent upon the administration to contrive measures to insure that the
buildings were fully occupied by the students at
all times.
Twin Towers on Fifth Avenue, which were
erected in 1969, are duplicate buildings fifteen
stories high with the capability of accommodating five hundred students. While the living quarters are not coeducational, students of both
sexes do eat their meals in a common cafeteria
capable of serving 1600 students every two
hours. To further alleviate the housing shortage
on the campus, facilities for married students,
located on University Heights, were also occupied in 1969. This complex, comprising three
buildings and forty-two units, was completely
furnished and air-conditioned.
The State Board of Education had never adhered consistently to a fixed policy concerning
the mandatory retirement of college faculty
members. The Board (in 1946) had decreed that
all college personnel must retire at the age of
sixty-five years; however, during the 1960's the
Board became more flexible and allowed the
college presidents themselves to exercise their
own discretion regarding the retirement of personnel. Since most institutions of higher education in the United States at that time adhered to
a liberal retirement policy, and since most Marshall professors preferred to teach beyond their
sixty-fifth birthday, President Stewart Smith
had permitted those who were in reasonably
good health to teach on a year-to-year basis
until they were seventy years of age.
The new Board of Regents, however, adopted
a more rigid retirement policy. It authorized
President Nelson to require compulsory retirement at the age of sixty-five years, unless "you
can't find a replaceme111t."20 There were seven
senior professors at Marshall who petitioned
the president that they be retained during the
1969-1970 academic year, and yet President
Nelson reemployed only two of the seven supplicants. Several of the professors who were not
reemployed were as well qualified and certainly
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as nearly indispensible as the two faculty members who were retained. President Nelson's decision opened a veritable Pandora's box on the
campus and in the community! His policy was
denounced by the local chapter of the American
Association of University Professors and by the
Faculty Personnel Committee. Nelson, however,
remained adamant and refused to rescind or to
modify his decision. 21 This unfortunate incident
might have been avoided had the inexperienced
Board of Regents contrived a more explicit formula regarding faculty retirement.

******
Since Roland Nelson had originally anticipated being the first president of Marshall to be
formally inaugurated, a faculty committee initiated plans for such an investiture, which was
scheduled to take place in the fall of 1969. However, a series of untoward incidents - already
mentioned - undoubtedly dampened Nelson's enthusiasm, and the plans for an inauguration
were summarily abandoned. As President Allen
would have said: "This was another lost opportunity for Marshall."
Pomp and ceremony were manifest, however,
by the conferring of honorary degrees upon four
deserving West Virginians. Governor Arch
Moore, Jr., and General Charles Elwood Yeager
were so honored in 1969. (It is well known that
"Chuck" Yeager, the Hamlin native, flew an X-1
rocket plane 1600 miles per hour in 1953 and
was thus the first pilot to break the sound barrier.) The following year (1970), the university
bestowed its highest laurel upon the petroleum
executive, Orin Ellsworth Atkins, a former
Marshall student and a member of the U niversity Advisory Board. The Nelson administration
established a precedent in 1970 when the university awarded an honorary doctorate of laws to a
black woman, Mrs. Memphis Tennessee Garrison of Huntington. Mrs. Garrison had been an
influential proponent of civil rights in the state.

******
In spite of the vilification that he had suffered
and the tensions to which he had been subjected,
President Nelson, nevertheless, had a host of
admirers. Faculty members were grateful to him
for effecting supplementary medical services in
connection with the Chesapeake and Ohio Hospital. Students appreciated the initiative he had
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Joseph C. Peters, Financial Vice President

demonstrated in placing them on university
committees and the fact that he was always
available each morning for personal consultation at his regular post on the campus. The black
community was not likely to forget that it was
Roland Nelson who created a black cultural center at Marshall, and it was he who had appointed a black man as Director of Finance and still
another one to the Marshall University Advisory Board. Had not a woman of their race received the first honorary degree ever conferred
upon a black person by Marshall University?
There is little wonder that the West Virginia
Convention of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) enacted a resolution in 1970 extolling the virtues
of Roland Hill Nelson. 21 While President Nelson's "Commitment to Marshall" had realized
less bounty than anticipated, still the university

received several munificent gifts during the Nelson era. (The philanthropy of Polan Industries
is an admirable example.)
Former President James Allen had once said
that: "Uneasy is the head of the man who wears
the title of College President"; and yet Allen
had served as President of Marshall College
during a period of repose when campus riots and
bomb threats were almost unheard of. Roland
Nelson might have been a constructive president
had the time and place been more propitious, but
in 1969 the average tenure of a college president
in the United States was only four years. To
have served longer would have taxed the wisdom
of a Solomon and the physical stamina of Hercules. After the fifty-eight year old President
William McGill of Columbia University managed to endure the ordeal for nine years, McGill
said: "It has made an old man out of me." (Perhaps Roland Nelson could sympathize with Dr.
McGill.)
President Nelson lamented that he had never
been able to get around to resolving the vital
problems confronting Marshall University because he had to spend too much of his time
"fighting brush fires." Nelson was blamed for
the athletic crimes that he did not perpetrate.
He was roundly denounced because he recognized the Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS); and yet administrative recognition of the
Society probably induced the students to be
more docile than they otherwise might have
been. Nelson had demonstrated the courage to
defend the civil liberties of unorthodox speakers, and like Voltaire, while he did not necessar-

ily concur with their views, he would defend
their right to be heard.
Several of Dr. Nelson's closest friends in
West Virginia were members of the State Board
of Education, who had appointed him to the
Presidency of Marshall University in the first
place; yet Nelson never did cultivate the type of
rapport with the new Board of Regents that he
had enjoyed with the Board of Education. In
fact, President Nelson was openly critical of the
Regents for having vetoed his plan for constructing a privately-financed building to house the
new College of Business. Furthermore, Nelson
had stoutly opposed the closed sessions conducted by the Board of Regents, and he was especially critical of the Regents' policy of employing
consultants from outside the state, even before
the Regents had sought the counsel of the college and university administrators.
So it was at the close of only twenty-two
tempestuous months as President of Marshall
University that Roland Hill Nelson tendered his
resignation. As he himself said: "My impression
was had I not resigned I would have been
fired." 22 His temporary successor was Dr. Donald Dedmon, the Executive Vice President of
the University. Dr. Nelson subsequently accepted a position in the Department of Education in
the University of North Carolina (at Greensboro). As a postscript to President Nelson's
West Virginia residency, it might be added that
he returned to the campus in 1973 and spoke to a
receptive audience in the men's gymnasium. At
least he proved to his own satisfaction that he
"could go home again. " 23
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CHAPTER IX
THE BARKER ADMINISTRATION, 1971-1974

Dr. John G. Barker, President, 1971-1974

For the first time ever (1970), representatives
from the faculty, the student body and the University Advisory Board constituted a "search
committee" to assist the Board of Regents in
choosing a President of Marshall University. It
was a time when most college administrators
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were pessimistic about being able to devise solutions to the apparently insoluble problems confronting higher education. Consequently, there
were in 1970 relatively few competent applicants
for the Marshall Presidency. Finally, after an
interim of six months, the Regents appointed
the forty-four year old Dr. John Grove Barker as
the ninth President of the university. A native of
Florida, Barker had earned a bachelor's degree
in Concord College (West Virginia) and an M.A.
degree in the University of Maryland. He later
specialized in entomology at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, where he wrote a dissertation
concerning the behavioral patterns of the cockroach, an investigation which was accepted in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for a
Ph.D. degree.
Dr. Barker's professional experience included
the Chairmanship of.the Department of Biological Sciences in Radford College and also the
Vice Presidency of that Virginia woman's college. At the time of his appointment to the Marshall Presidency, Barker was the Associate Director of the Southern Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools, in which capacity he
had assisted Southern institutions in developing
new educational programs.
At long last, Marshall University sponsored a
Presidential inauguration. (President Allen was
finally vindicated.) Funded with private contributions - save the cost of the invitations - the
investiture was held in the Huntington Memorial Field House on October 22, 1971. It was a
solemn ceremony - altogether in keeping with
the dignity of the university itself. Delegates
were present representing 253 institutions and
learned societies in thirty-eight states. Their
multi-colored hoods - glistening in the autumn
sunshine - the dignitaries gathered outside the
field house and forthwith marched double file in
the stately inaugural procession. Also in attendance were the three living ex-presidents of the
university - John Davis Williams, Stewart Harold Smith and Roland Hill Nelson. Dr. Arthur
S. Carpenter of the Art Department designed a
medallion in honor of the occasion, and the
Music Department provided appropriate selections. Following brief remarks delivered by both
state and national political leaders, the presidential oath was administered to Dr. Barker by
Federal Judge Dennis Knapp of Nitro, the
Chairman of the Marshall University Advisory
Board. The salient remark in President Barker's
inaugural address that arrested the attention of

the instructional staff of the university was
Barker's admonition to the faculty: "Just as you
are watching me," he said, "I am also watching
you, and I will not hesitate to be an interventionist. " 1
Several months earlier, President Barker had
effected drastic changes in the highest administrative echelons of the university. The office of
Executive Vice President, held by Dr. Donald
Dedmon, was abolished, and Dedmon, in turn,
was made Vice President for Academic Affairs,
succeeding Dr. Mervin Tyson, who was appointed director of the institutional self-study project. William Easley later became Academic
Vice President. Joseph Peters, the Director of
Finance, succeeded Joseph E. Soto as Vice
President for Business and Finance. Soto became the director of plant facilities.

invested in that office. The new dean was Dr.
George James Harbold, the Chairman of the
Speech Department. A native Hoosier, who was
reared in Florida, Dean Harbold had earned his
doctorate in the Ohio State University. Dean
Harbold was no stranger to the Marshall faculty, for he had served the college intermittently
for more than two decades. He proved to be an
efficient administrator, and he was generally
popular with both faculty and students - a major
feat for any college administrator during those
troubled times.

George Harbold, Dean of Liberal Arts

William K. Easley, Academic Vice President

Since the College of Arts and Sciences had
endured five different deans since Frank Bartlett's retirement in 1968, it was imperative that
some semblance of stability and continuity be

President Barker correctly assumed that his
most urgent task would be to remedy the inadequacies that had been responsible for the university's being placed on "private probation" by
the North Central Association. Dr. Tyson, as
director of the university self-study, was well
fitted to undertake this complex assignment. He
immediately galvanized all of the resources of
the institution in a collective effort to rectify the
shortcomings. The labors of the faculty and administration were not unrequitted, for in 1973
the university was restored to "unconditional
accreditation." Thus, the mild stigma associated
with "private probation" was completely expunged. However, as is customary with the
NCA, certain warnings were issued: the advisory
system in the university left someting to be de-
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sired; and the frequent changes in administrative personnel had been detrimental to the institution; and yet the evaluation report was generally commendatory! The academic program was
deemed "good to excellent," and the relationship between the university and the community
was considered to be "compatible"; but most
gratifying of all, the library was "no. lonfer regarded as a particular area of concern."
Indeed, the most conspicuously constructive
achievement of the Barker administration
(1971-1974) had t~ do with strengthening the
library facilities. It had been reported in 1970
that "the students didn't care enough to visit the
library.''3 It is a moot question as to· whether or
not that was the fault of the instructors, (who
were partial to paperback books as collateral
reading) or whether or not the closed stacks
policy was a deterrent to the maximum use of
the library. Anyhow, Dr. Kenneth Slack, an experienced librarian from the University of Utah,
was appointed in 1971 as Director of University
Libraries. A man of boundless energy and exceptional expertise, Dr. Slack soon enlisted the
support of Chancellor Prince Woodard, who
was able to secure for the Morrow Library unprecedented financial assistance.
Four decades after the James E. Morrow Library was dedicated, an open-stacks policy was
finally adopted. Furthermore, while Dr. Slack
did not believe that a library should infringe
upon the functions of an art gallery or a museum, he did think that a library should be something more than a "book depository." "It should
be a data bank," he said. "It should contain such
non-literary materials as tape recordings, film
strips, phonograph records, slides, still pictures,
works of art and other memorabilia consonant
with the time and place where the library is
located."
A novel adjunct to the Marshall Library is the
Special Collections of West Virginia materials,
which is lodged on the third floor. Lisle Brown,
a professional archivist, was made curator of the
archives. The collection contains the manuscripts and other historical materials of the
Cabell-Wayne Historical Society. Also of special interest is the Hoffman Room, which
houses the personal and professional papers of
Dr. Charles "Carl" Hoffman, a Huntington
urologist and former President of the American
Medical Association. (Dr. Hoffman had for
some time been a generous contributor to the
library - a benefactor whom Dr. Slack once
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called a "library angel.")
A local television station (WSAZ) donated to
the Special Collections its West Virginia news
films that date back to 1951. Available to generations yet unborn is a film of John F. Kennedy, as he filed his candidacy in the pivotal West
Virginia Presidential primary of 1960. One can
thrill to Walt Walowac as he leads the Thundering Herd in the "fast break" down the basketball court in the Memorial Field House. Also
available is an audio-visual transcript of Governor William Marland as he addresses the joint
session of the West Virginia Legislature. Moreover, one can bear witness to the gruesome
scenes and sounds associated with the collapse
of the Silver Bridge at Point Pleasant in 1967.
What an incredibly rich mine of historical nuggets made available to the student of the Allegheny region! 4
One of the more aesthetically pleasing accouterments of the library is the Shakespeare
Room, which contains a replica of the Globe
Theater in London, where Shakespeare's dramas were first performed. This exquisite reproduction was executed by Professor Clayton
Glasgow of the English Department. Glasgow
devoted countless hours to the execution of this
masterpiece, which elicited praise from both the
Folger Shakespearean Library in Washington
and from the Shakespeare Trust in Stratford,
England. Superimposed in the background of
the Shakespeare Room is a twenty-foot mural,
painted by Dr. Eugene Hoak of the Speech Department. This painting is an enlarged reproduction of Sischer's engraving of "London in
1616." Furthermore, the Shakespeare Room
contains a colorful fourteen-inch silk tapestry
of Romeo and Juliet, which was designed in
Stratford-on-Avon.
An invaluable addition to the Shakespeare
room was acquired in 1973 when Worthington
Hipple (class of 1937) donated to the university
an original copy of Shakespeare's Fourth Portfolio, which contains histories, tragedies and
seven plays never before printed in folio form.
This Fourth Edition, which is appraised at
$10,000, is considered by Shakespearean scholars to be the most interesting and valuable of the
entire series, chiefly because it benefited from
previous scholarship and editorial refinements. 5
Though not administered by the Morrow Library, the coordinators of the University Oral
History Program deposited their cumulative records in the library building. Under the original

direction of Professors Michael Galgano (history) and Norman Simpkins (and more recently
sponsored by Dr. Robert F. Maddox), the Oral
History Project was subsidized by grants derived from "Forward Marshall" funds and from
The New York Times Oral History Endowment.
The directors of the program recorded on tape
the verbal memoirs of more than a hundred elderly citizens of Appalachia, including such diverse personalities as former coal miners, prison
wardens, politicians, schoolteachers, college
administrators, business executives and housewives. 6

******
The most controversial and bitterly contested
act of the new Board of Regents was their decision (1971) to eliminate the Marshall University
engineering program. This dubious policy
proved to be extremely painful to the students
and alumni of the Department of Engineering
Science, particularly so since the four-year curriculum in civil engineering had been fully accredited in 1968 by the meticulous Council for
Engineering Development. Then why abolish an
accredited department when there were other
curricula at Marshall that had not been sanctioned by the appropriate agencies? Moreover,
there was valid reason to surmise that there were
other departments in the engineering school
which in due time would also be accredited.
The Regents Board argued that since the
classes in engineering in West Virginia University and at the West Virginia Institute of Technology were not fully occupied, those two
schools could easily accommodate the Marshall
engineering students. Besides that, the Regents
concluded that the maintenance of only two engineering schools in the state would reduce duplication.7 Since this rationale was not considered at all acceptable to the Marshall supporters, an alumnus, Harold E. Swann, organized a
committee to preserve the Marshall program.
Swann's efforts, however, were to no avail, for
the Regents' decision proved to be irrevocable.
Henceforth, Marshall would be permitted only
to offer a two-year associate degree in Engineering Technology (a program which presently
[1980] resides in the College of Science).
While President Barker could hardly be
blamed for the curtailment of the engineering
program, he was, however, responsible for creating an ill-conceived budgeted graduate faculty.

Since virtually all Marshall faculty members
with terminal degrees had been teaching graduate courses anyhow, then why create an "elite
graduate faculty"? Furthermore, Barker acted
over the protests of the departmental chairmen,
nor did he even consult with them before he
made the appointments to the graduate faculty.
His arbitrary and unilateral method of selecting
the faculty alienated not only the chairmen, but
also many well-qualified faculty members who
were not appointed. Ultimately, a "task force"
declared the graduate faculty to be "an unsuccessful experiment," and immediately after
Barker's resignation in June, 1974, the "graduate faculty" were reassigned to their respective colleges. 8

******
Despite the abandonment of the engineering
degree and the creation of the ill-advised and
short-lived graduate faculty, several academic
innovations were initiated in the university. One
of the more pragmatic programs had to do with
the general subject of law enforcement. Prompted by the general deterioration of law and order,
the Governor's Committee on Crime, Delinquency and Correction made available to the university a grant which defrayed the cost of establishing a Department of Criminal Justice. A bachelor's degree in law enforcement and an associate
degree 'in criminal justice were introduced. Dr.
David Patterson was made chairman of the new
department.
Also related to the field of government, Marshall became a permanent site of one of the
thirty-six seminars in practical politics, funded
by the Robert A. Taft Institute of Government in
New York City. The Institute is a non-partisan
and non-profit corporation established in 1961
by the Robert A. Taft Foundation to serve as a
living memorial to the late Senator of Ohio.
The Taft Seminar on the campus - initiated in
1974 - was formally designated Political Science 651 in the Graduate School of the university. The three-week workshop, attended by twenty-six elementary and secondary social studies
teachers in West Virginia schools, enabled
these Taft scholars to earn six semester hours of
credit and to receive a certificate of graduation.
Among the guest lecturers attending the first
institute in practical politics (1974) were Justice
Charles H. Haden II of the West Virginia Supreme Court, Attorney-General Chauncey H.
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Browning and David Francis, the President of
the Princess Coal Company, who explained the
role of business in politics.

******
Former presidents of Marshall - particularly
Shawkey and Smith - had often lamented that
private citizens in West Virginia had been reluctant to subsidize public institutions of higher
education. Unlike private universities - and a
number of state-supported schools - Marshall
had never acquired a permanent endowment.
However, citizens representing the private sector - who were not necessarily Marshall alumni
- were beginning to be more benevolent toward
the university. For example, the Frank Gannett
Newspaper Foundation donated $130,000 toward the creation of an endowed Chair in the
Department of Journalism - the first endowed
Chair ever established at Marshall. A Huntington insurance executive and two local banks financed visiting lectureships in business administration, history and political science; still another bank (The Second National in Ashland,
Kentucky) established the Jesse Stuart Prizes,
designed to nurture creative writings pertinent
to Appalachia.
William Maier, Jr., a graduate of Huntington
High School, who became a Rhodes Scholar and
an affluent Charleston attorney, was also a liberal benefactor of the university. After Maier
read Professor John Teel's article in the National Reriew (1972), entitled "Teaching English in an Age of Revolution," Maier was so
favorably impressed that he endowed the John
W. Teel Creative Writing Awards in the Department of English.
One of the more lucrative scholarship funds
endowed during this period was the Prichard
School Board stipends, six in number, and valued at $1,500 each. Several West Virginia corporations proved especially generous in aiding
the university. Heck's Department Stores of
Charleston and Huntington Alloys, Inc., a subsidary of the International Nickel Company
were notably generous in supporting the university. In fact, the liaison between Marshall University and the International Nickel Company
had been the oldest and perhaps the most mutually beneficial partnership in the history of the
two institutions. Originally consummated in
1922 - shortly after Marshall became a college the International Nickel Company initiated

what proved to be "a long standing commitment" to the college. It is sometimes assumed
that Georgia Tech and Penn State graduates
have furnished most of the skilled personnel to
the Huntington Alloys, Inc.; and yet in 1974
more than four hundred Marshall alumni were
on the payroll, serving in such specialized assignments as engineers, technicians, executives,
technical writers, journalists and chemists. Furthermore, Huntington Alloys has for a half century supported Marshall by contributing scholarships, sponsoring summer research projects
and by matching the financial contributions of
its employees. 9 Huntington Alloys implemented
a cooperative program with the Marshall University Chemistry Department (in 1974), whereby the college students could alternate their academic training with the more practical experiences gained at the plant.
While Marshall alumni have traditionally expressed affection toward their alma mater, they
have not always been the most lavish contributors to the institution. This may be because the
university did not maintain colleges of medicine,
architecture and law - professional schools
whose alumni are usually among the more affluent members of society. Whatever the reason
may have been, only one Marshall alumnus in
twenty-two (1969-1970) participated in alumni
giving. This constituted only 4.5% of the graduates, as compared with a national average of
20% who contributed to their alma mater. 10
President Barker was reasonably successful
in stimulating contributions through his "Forward Marshall" campaign, which realized more
than a half million dollars. For the most part,
the funds were earmarked for scholarships, distinguished lectureships, the oral history program, economics education, business administration and "wherever the need was deemed
greatest." Moreover, the memorial foundation
fund, which netted nearly a half million dollars,
made adequate provision for the education of
the children whose parents had perished in the
airplane accident in 1970.
Another "Forward Marshall" move of inestimable importance to the university was the appointment of Dr. Everett N. Roush (class of
1955) as Director of Alumni Affairs. Dr. Roush
forsook a profitable dental practice in Holden,
West Virginia, so that he might return to the
university and do exactly the type of work that
he most desired to do. Dr. Roush resigned in
August, 1980.

******
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Since the faculty of a university is its principal intellectual catalyst, an institution of higher
education will not remain stagnant so long as its
professional staff possess a high degree of intellectual curiosity. Faculty achievements during
the Barker years were manifold. Dr. Paul
Whear, the "artist in residence," and composer
of such symphonic productions as Stonehenge
and The Lexington OYerture, received for twelve
consecutive years an award conferred by the
American Society of Composers, Artists and
Authors. Moreover, Dr. Whear, who directed
the United States Marine Band on a tour of
Japan, was the first West Virginian ever to receive the National Band Citation of Excellence.
In the Department of English, John McKernan published his poetry in eighteen different
literary journals; and Professors Philip Pittman
and Warren Wooden received from the National
Endowment for the Humanities the Younger
Humanist stipends, which enabled those scholars to pursue serious research relative to Dante
Rossetti and Thomas More, respectively.
The people of Huntington have always appreciated Marshall University as an "economic asset" to the area (to the mild chagrin of the
faculty). This appreciation was no doubt reinforced after Dr. William S. Westbrook published a monograph entitled Student and Employee Spending in the Local Economy. In this
study Westbrook disclosed that Marshall University injected into the Huntington economy
(1972) a total of 39.6 million dollars (23 million
expended by the students and 16 million by the
University staff).
Marshall has consistently maintained a meritorious department of educational media, lodged
in the College of Education (formerly the
Teachers College). The superior quality of this
department was acknowledged at national conventions in Las Vegas (1973) and at Miami
(1976) when Professors Walter Felty and Virginia Plumley, respectively, won the Edgar Dale
Award presented for "outstanding contributions, locally and nationally, in the field of educational media." (Edgar Dale is an Emeritus
Professor of Educational Media in Ohio State
University.)
The philosophy professors in the university
continued to be productive, though the laity
were often bewildered by the profundity and
sheer volume of their erudition. Dr. John Plott
(1972) published Bakhti at tbe Crossroads, a
study in Hindu philosophy and civilization. Dr.

Plott had previously published Darshana Sangraha (1969), the first installment of his global
history of philosophy.
Dr. James E. Douglas of the Chemistry Department was th e most successful faculty member in securing research grants ($20,000 from
the National Science Foundation and $9,(W0
from the Petroleum Institute of America). 'Furthermore, the Marshall student affiliat~ f1f the
American Chemical Society was for five consecutive years voted one of the most exemplary
chapters in the UnHed States, and it was extolled by the national ecretary for having established "~m enviable record that other chapters
would do well to emulate."
Marshall professors, through the years, have
received a fair share of the various accolades
that the colleges have een fit to bestow. In
earlier years, Professors Anna DeNooo, Ralph
H'ron and Bayard Green were the recipients of
honorary degrees. During the Barker era (19711974) a number of faculty members were accorded distinguished service awards by their re pective alma maters. Dr. Carole Vickers of the
Home Economics Department, who published a
Teachers' Guide for Home Management, was
honored by the School of Agriculture and Home
Economics of the Ohio State University. Curtis
Baxter received in 1973 the "Distinguished Service Award" conferred by the Marshall University Alumni Association; and Dr. Hunter
Hardlll'lln (mathematics) was lauded for "excellence in education and athletics" by AldersonBroaddus College. Dr. Deryl Leaming, the
Chairman of the Journalism Department, was
voted by Fort Hayes State University (Kansas)
as the "Alumnus of the Year" in recognition of
his "outstanding and unselfish service"; and, finally, 1Vice President Joseph Peters was recognized by West Virginia State College for his
public service.
Increasingly aware of its responsibilities as a
member of the world community, Marshall University continued "to forge a link in human understanding" by fostering programs relevant to
international education. More foreign students
than heretofore studied on the campus, and faculty member , as of yore, accepted professional
assignments abroad. Dr. Joseph LaCa cia, the
Chairman of the Economics Department, who
had received a citation from the Brookings Institute in Washington for his work in regional
economics, was appointed (1971) to a Fulbright
Professorship in the University of Vera Cruz,
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Mexico. (This was LaCascia's second Fulbright
award.) Dr. LaCascia was engaged in a project
pertaining to the regional economic development of Mexico, while at the same time he lectured (in Spanish) in a number of Mexican institutions of higher learning. LaCascia later taught
in the summer session in the University of Puerto Rico.
Dr. Mahlon Brown of the Department of Social Studies served in India as an interim director of an educational program sponsored by the
State University of New York Abroad (SUNy AB). In addition to his administrative duties,
Dr. Brown studied in Gujarat University in India. Another professor of social studies, Dr.
William Coffey, participated in a study-tour of
the Soviet Union, Poland and Yugoslavia.
Dr. Mervin Tyson acted as the liaison between Marshall University and the Regional
Council of International Education in Pittsburgh, an agency which arranged faculty exchange programs. Visiting professors from Sierra Leone (West Africa) and Colombia lectured
at Marshall, while Professor Peter Feuerle (political science) taught in Egypt. Dr. John Plott
(philosophy) combined t.e aching with sea. travel
as an instructor in the Chapman College maritime educational venture, called "World Campus Afloat."

******
Unlike his immediate predecessor (Roland
Nelson), President Barker did not become entangled in controversies concerning the compulsory retirement of faculty members. This was
avoided because the Board of Regents finally
adopted an inflexible policy requiring all college
and university personnel to retire at the age of
sixty-five years. There would be no exceptions.
Considering the emotional travail that so often
accompanies mandatory retirement, perhaps no
one has expressed it more graphically than did
the late Dr. Louis Sch lei er of Western Illinois
University. Dr. Schleier said that: "The real
tragedy of retirement is that so few people ever
remember the retiree. One's leaving a school is
comparable to a rock thrown in a pool. There is
agitation, the ripples ring out from the point of
impact and gradually disappear until there is
n'othing left." 11
The State Board of Regents (1973) tried to
make forced retirement a little more palatable to
erstwhile faculty members by conferring upon
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them "emeritus rank." A total of seventy-one
retired Marshall faculty and professional staff
were honored (in 1973) at a recognition dinner
in the university cafeteria. The spokesman for
the group, President Emeritus Stewart H.
Smith, thanked President Barker for his reassurance that the retirees would "continue to be a
vital part of this institution." 12 Subsequently, the
retired faculty members organized the Marshall
University Emeritus Club, which continues to
meet monthly during the academic year. (The
tangible benefits derived from the "emeritus
rank" are library privileges, unrestricted parking permits and a season ticket to the Community Forum.)

******
Though Old Main was designated a "registered historical landmark," dark rumors persisted that the venerable old structure would soon be
razed so that the university might conform to a
master plan designed by Wood and Tower, a
landscape architectural firm in New York.
However, the rumors were silenced when a kind
of tentative compromise was proposed which
would at least preserve the facade of the historic
old building. Thus, the final decision was indefinitely postponed. After all, this was no time to
be alienating sentimental alumni whom Dr. Everett Roush was so assiduously cultivating.
There were also nostalgic people who wanted
to salvage the Shawkey Student Union by converting it into an art museum or perhaps an
office building for the university administration.
However, "Old Shawkey" did not fare as well as
"Old Main." During the demolition process,
"she proved to be a tough old girl," but finally
her walls and rafters yielded to the bulldozer
and the crane. Don Morris, who had loved her
for a quarter of a century said: "I cringed every
time that old ball hit the building, as brick and
mortar crumbled to dust. I could see myself and
the people I had come to know and love in those
old rooms, planning actifities or just having a
good time." 1-1 Suffice to say, several alumni seeking a memento - stole lnto the night and
stealthily crept away with a brick or two lifted
from the debris.
As sentimental about "Old Shawkey" as Morris had been, he conceded that the new Memorial Student Center was vastly more functional.
Built at a cost of more than a half million dollars to memorialize the victims of the air trage-

For a number of years Marshall Presidents
had decried the noise and din they had to endure
in their Fifth Avenue residence adjoining the
campus. The Board of Regents, in 1971, purchased an elegant $95,000 colonial residence on
Thirteenth Avenue, overlooking Ritter Park certainly a choice location. Indeed, this stately
edifice was entirely commensurate with the
prestige of an important state university and its
chief administrative officer; and yet there were
carping critics who said "nay." The house was
so much more expensive than the one they lived
in; and some of these "nay sayers" argued that
the time was not auspicious for such an expenditure in view of the fact that the university was
experiencing such dire financial straits that an
emergency appropriation in April, 1972, had
been necessary to keep it afloat. But House Delegate Charles "Chuck" Romine (class of 1958)
reasoned that since the Regents could have spent
the money on some other campus, Marshall was
fortunate to have secured the real estate. 15 In
spite of all the opposition to the purchase, President Barker and his family moved into the residence in the fall of 1971.

******

Dr. Everett Roush, Alumni Affairs

dy, it is one of the most modern and versatile
buildings of its kind in the country. The union
building houses the bookstore, cafeteria, coffee
house (serving beer), dining rooms, bowling alley, billiard room, alumni offices and a spacious
multiple-purpose room. Keith Dean, who was
one of the architects, predicted that the commodious lobby of the union building would become
"the living room of the campus."
An accompanying monument to those whose
lives were forfeited in the airplane disaster
(1970) was the Memorial Fountain, which was
erected in a plaza a few yards behind the Student Center building. The artistic handiwork of
the Italian-born sculptor, Harry Bertoia, the
fountain is thirteen feet high weighs 6500
pounds and cost $10,000. It was Bertoia's hope
that the fountain would "commemorate the living - rather than death - on the waters of life,
rising, receding, surging [so as] to express upward growth, immortality and eternality." 14

The airplane crash of 1970 apparently had a
sobering effect upon the students, for they were
noticeably more placid, particularly during the
earlier months of President Barker's administration. Many of them championed such
"causes" as the plight of Vietnam veterans,
blacks, Indians and the physically handicapped.
In an effort to fathom the physical and emotional trauma suffered by seriously handicapped students, President Barker hobbled about the campus on crutches for an entire day.
A program designed to accommodate the seriously handicapped student was launched in 1973
under the joint. auspices of Marshall University
and the West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation. Marshall was chosen as the site for a rehabilitation center because of the sympathetic attitude of the university administration toward the
physically handicapped and because of the level
terrain of the campus, which renders the university about 80% accessible to disabled students.
The only educational institution in the state
which maintains a rehabilitation counsellor
(Jerry Meadows) on the campus, the Marshall
program began in 1973 as a federally-subsidized
pilot project that initially benefited 150 handi-
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capped students. (That number has increased
dramatically since then.)
Drug addiction and the sale and traffic in
narcotics were relatively late in coming to Marshall. The university terminated its traditional
policy of in loco parentis, and since
dormitories had become far less popular places
of abode, many students lived in apartments
along the periphery of the campus. Reacting
angrily to police raids on vendors of narcotics some of whom were living in t.hese apartments there were three student riots near the campus
in 1972, which Barker said "jeopardized the
operation of the institution." 16 Despite the protests of the American Civil Liberties Union and
a host of students, Dr. Barker suspended six of
the students implicated in the disturbances. Several hundred students then petitioned Barker to
recont, but his courageous action won for him
the commendation of a large segment of the
townspeople and alumni. Typical of the more
sympathetic letters that he received came from
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an aroused alumnus who exhorted him "to stick
to your guns. Don't let them pressure you into
resigning. Kick them all out if you have to and
run a school, not a pool room." 17
As stated earlier, the North Central Association had noted a serious impairment of faculty
morale at the university. The reasons for this
condition were varied. Women faculty members
were aggrieved because of professional inequities that prevailed. Still other teachers resented
the so-called "emperor's clause," by which the
Board of Regents had vested complete authority
to fire professors at the discretion of the university president. The local chapter of the American Association of University Professors
(AAUP) was clamoring for more faculty decision-making power, and yet President Barker
had resolved that he "was not going to have the
important affairs of the university decided by
the AAUP." 18 Dr. William Coffey (social studies), the State President of the AAUP, told a
legislative committee in Charleston that faculty

morale in West Virginia colleges had reached
an all-time nadir.
President Barker realized that Marshall was
"an emerging university," and like similar
schools which were striving to become multiplepurpose institutions there were many controversies involving the institution. The excessive
changes in administrative personnel had precluded the formulation of a clearly articulated
sense of purpose and direction. No longer solely
a teachers college and liberal arts institution,
the rapid growth and change of emphasis within
the university had created new and perplexing
problems. 19
Then, too, there was a lack of rapport between
the older faculty members and the new and
younger instructors. The older professors felt
that the new members of the staff were merely
using the university as a stepping stone to obtain
positions elsewhere and were, therefore, not inclined to identify with Marshall and its needs.
The new and younger instructors resented the
concentration of power vested in a group of
older departmental chairmen, who had been appointed by the administration. 20 Yet President
Barker steadfastly refused to permit these young
instructors to elect their chairmen or even to
introduce a system of rotation in the chairmanship.

******
Reminiscent of past incidents (under Presidents Shawkey and Smith) involving academic
freedom, there arose in 1970-1971 a cause ceJebre which was precipitated by the failure of
the university administration to reappoint a
young probationary geology professor, Dr. Michael Bottino. An Associate Professor in the
Geology Department, Bottino was notified in
October, 1970, that his contract would not be
renewed for the 1971-1972 year. Dr. Bottino
promptly submitted his grievance to the departmental chairman, to the interim Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences and to the Academic Vice President, but in each instance these
administrative offices refused to offer a substantive reason as to why Dr. Bottino was not reemployed. The administrative point of view was
that they were not obliged to do so, since they
were acting in accord with university regulations and the rulings laid down by the State
Board of Regents. The administration, furthermore, contended that it was solely concerned

with the procedural regulations, with which it
had properly conformed, and not with substantive explanations as to why it had refused to
renew Dr. Bottino's contract.
Dr. Bottino then requested a hearing and a
review by the faculty personnel committee - a
petition that was immediately granted in November, 1970. After a prolonged investigation,
in which a number of witnesses were interrogated, the university administration (including the
departmental chairman, Dr. Wiley Rogers) still
refused to state the reasons for their failure to
reemploy Dr. Bottino. The Personnel Committee decided that Bottino's academic and personal freedom had been violated by the administration, and it thereupon requested that the new
President, John G. Barker, uphold the decision
of the Personnel Committee and thereby reemploy Dr. Bottino. President Barker waited four
months before he replied to the Personnel Committee, at which time he supported the contention of the other three administrative officers.
Nor did President Barker offer any reasons as
to why Dr. Bottino's services were terminated
(on May 31, 1971).21 The local chapter of the
American Association of University Professors
(AAUP) then requested that the general faculty
review the case, which it did on May 1, 1971,
and the faculty upheld the decision of the Faculty Personnel Committee. At this juncture Dr.
Bottino accepted a position in the University of
North Carolina in September, 1971.
The Washington office of the AAUP, which
had been studying the case from the outset, had
sent an "observer" to witness the hearings of the
Faculty Personnel Committee (1970). In the fall
of 1972 the national office of the AAUP commissioned investigators to visit the Marshall
campus, so that it might probe more thoroughly
all facets of the Bottino case. While the investigators heard rumors that there may have been
"other reasons" for denying Dr. Bottino a contract, the only tangible and concrete evidence
that they could identify was that Dr. Rogers, the
Chairman of the Geology Department, had disapproved of Bottino's absenting himself from
the campus without permission, so that he might
participate in an anti-war demonstration in
Washington. Dr. Rogers had also looked
askance at Dr. Bottino's participation in campus "teach-ins," protesting the Cambodian incursion; and both incidents had been recorded in
Bottino's personal file in the Dean's office. 22
Several conversations between the national
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AAUP officials and President Barker failed to
produce a satisfactory resolution of the issue.
Barker adamantly maintained that the administration was concerned only with the procedural,
not the substantive issues inherent within the
controversy. The central office of the AAUP
subsequently concurred in the decision of the
Faculty Personnel Committee and thereby censured the Marshall University administration
for the following reasons: (1) Since the evident
reason for Bottino's dismissal was disapproval
of his political activities as they related to the
war in Vietnam, the administration at Marshall
University had thereby violated the professor's
academic freedom. (2) The administration's rejecting, without explanation, the recommendation of the Faculty Personnel Committee was a
denial of Dr. Bottino's academic due process, to
which he was entitled even though he was an
untenured faculty member. (3) Insistence by the
Board of Regents and the Marshall University
President on exercising virtually unfettered administrative prerogatives in governing Marshall
University fostered a climate of insecurity for
the faculty members. 23
A measure of support for the Marshall administrative position came from the American Association of State Colleges and Universities,
which denounced the AAUP report as "inaccurate" and its recommendations as "unwarranted."24 Nevertheless, for the university to be
placed on the AAUP roster of censured institutions tarnished the reputation of the university.
"It is not an action I relish," Barker said, "but it
is one we will attempt to live with and in the best
fashion." 25 (The AAUP censure of the university
was removed on June 23, 1980.)

******
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Recent history of any kind is always the most
difficult to evaluate, largely because the scholar
lacks the necessary perspective to render a definitive judgment. Nevertheless, it is the duty of
the historian to try to strike a balance between
credits and debits. The most constructive
achievement of John Barker's quadrennium as
President of Marshall University had to do with
restoring the institution to full accreditation.
Also to the credit of Barker's administration,
substantial improvements were effected in library facilities; Barker's "Forward Marshall"
campaign was reasonably successful, and new
vigor was instilled in the Alumni Association;
but on the debit side of the ledger - as has
already been emphasized - faculty morale at the
university was at a low ebb, partly because
President Barker never really enjoyed a happy
relationship with most of the faculty members.
This partially explains why the Barker administration failed to provide the university with effective leadership.
Barker announced his resignation in June,
1974 - after serving three and a quarter years as
President of Marshall University. In a parting
sally, he surmised that: "Over the long range, I
can make better application of my ability elsewhere than here." 26 Barker subsequently removed to Wichita Falls, Texas, where for six
years he was President of Midwestern State
University.
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CHAPTER X
THE HAYES ADMINISTRATION

1. Projecting a Decade of Progress
Following Dr. Barker's resignation, the
Board of Regents, on July 2, 1974, designated
Dean Robert B. Hayes, of the Teachers College
as the interim President of Marshall University.
Four months later, upon the recommendation of
a search committee, Dean Hayes was made the
permanent president of the institution. The first
native West Virginian to occupy the office since
the presidency of Lawrence J. Corbly in 1915,
Dr. Hayes was born in Clarksburg and graduated at Victory High School in that city. During
the Second World War he had served a stint in
the United States Marines. After earning a baccalaureate degree in Asbury College at Wilmore, Kentucky, Hayes became Principal of the
Fairview (Kansas) High School; subsequently,
he received a doctorate in education in the University of Kansas. As cited elsewhere, Dr. Hayes
was appointed to the Deanship of the Teachers
College in Marshall University in 1965, succeeding Dr. D. Banks Wilburn. Dean Hayes'
nine-year administration of the Teachers College had been exceptionally constructive, resulting in the attainment of unprecedented national
recognition for the university.
President Hayes subscribed to the thesis that
educators and businessmen alike should strive
unceasingly to make the community a better
place in which to live. Certainly Hayes' services
to society had extended far beyond the university campus. His humanitarian contributions to
the community were legion. It is acknowledged
that he was responsible for salvaging the Green
Acres Regional Center for Retarded Children.
He was likewise most instrumental in obtaining
for the local community the tri-sfate chapter of
the National Kidney Foundation. An active
member of the Board of Stewards of the Otterbein United Methodist Church of Huntington,
Dr. Hayes had been elected the district "Methodist Layman of the Year." 1
At the time of his definitive appointment to
the Presidency of the University on November
4, 1974, Dr. Hayes reiterated his conviction that
he could "not think of any college in the United
States that [he would] rather be president of
than Marshall." His basic philosophy of education can be epitomized in the concept of "total
involvement" in serving mankind. He said that:
"As an administrator, my life is geared to one of
service to the students ... the faculty ... and to
the other administrators in Marshall University."2
232

Dr. Robert 8. Hayes, President, 1975

On the day of his appointment to the presidency, Dr. Hayes reminded the faculty that
Marshall University was beginning a "decade of
progress." "There is nothing wrong with Marshall that creative thinking ... and hard work
cannot cure," he said. "I don't come [to you]
with a handful of prescriptions for all (of) our
ailments," he asserted; but he did plead with his
colleagues to pursue "an open and flexible approach to solving ... problems." "By working
together," he said, "we can build this university." He, furthermore, reminded the staff that
while he needed their support, he did not ask for
their cooperation "without a critical and analytical approach ... " He requested, however, that
faculty "criticism be based upon an understanding of the facts and that it be constructive."3
Since the university had endured five years of
something less than effective presidential leadership, it seemed now that "the man and the
hour had met."
President Hayes let it be known at the outset

that he was not interested in having a presidential inauguration. He was too busy for that - too
deeply enmeshed in the knotty problems related
to the nascent medical school and the community college. Besides that, a presidential investiture was an expensive undertaking - especially
so during a period of inflation and spiraling
costs. In part, to atone for the failure of the
university to sponsor an inauguration, the Marshall Foundation, on January 29, 1976, served as
host to a complimentary community dinner in
honor of President and Mrs. Hayes.
The new president was especially concerned
with identifying institutional goals which he believed might be susceptible of attainment during
the "Decade of Progress." A special "task
force," under the chairmanship of Dr. David
Woodward (history), was appointed in 1977 to
study the feasibility of realizing such objectives.
Predicated upon the collective judgment of nearly five hundred faculty members, administrators, students and alumni, the "task force" offered a number of pertinent recommendations.
While Marshall should continue to fulfill its
mission of providing cultural enrichment and
consultation service to the general public, the
university should also commit its resources to
the "continuing education of middle-aged and
elderly students." The new College of Science
should remain acutely aware of the ecological
and environmental problems created by modern
technology, such as strip mining, as well as air
and water pollution. The university has a mandate from the Board of Regents to lend its expertise to the economic, physical and social development of the expanding coal industry in the
state. These aspirations cannot be realized, the
committee contended, so long as the Board of
Regents continues its policy of discouraging
pure research and advanced graduate studies in
all of the state-supported institutions save West
Virginia University. Since the national reputation of a university is contingent upon the quality of the research produced by its faculty, the
"task force" importuned the Regents to aid and
abet Marshall University in its "pursuit of excellence." Unless this support is afforded, Marshall cannot attain its full stature as a regional
university. 4

******
The Board of Regents had approved (in 1970)
the creation of a faculty advisory board to repre-

sent the various institutions of higher learning
in the state. This was undoubtedly the most
prestigious liaison position assigned to a faculty
member. The purpose of the advisory board is to
utilize the professional competency of the college and university personnel and to provide for
a continuing communication between the Board
of Regents and the major segments of higher
education. By virtue of his being chairman of
the Marshall University Council, Dr. Sam E.
Clagg of the Geography Department was chosen
to represent Marshall on the Faculty Advisory
Board. Furthermore, Dr. Clagg was elected, in
1973, as Chairman of the Faculty Advisory
Board, and in August of that same year he became the first faculty member ever to serve as an
ex officio member of the Board of Regents. Dr.
Clagg held this dual position as Chairman of
the Faculty Advisory Board and ex officio
member of the Regents Board until August,
1975, at which time he was succeeded by Dr.
Frank K. Aldred (M.A., class of 1960) of the
History Department as the Marshall representative on the Faculty Advisory Board. The Board
of Regents significantly enhanced the power and
prestige of the Faculty Advisory Board when (in
1976) it conferred voting rights upon the Chairman of the Faculty Advisory Board. The first
faculty chairman with full voting rights was Dr.
I. Dee Peters of West Virginia University; Dr.
Aldred, who succeeded Peters as chairman, was
reelected in 1979 to a second term as Chairman
of the Faculty Board, and in that capacity he
continued to serve as spokesman for the college
and university faculties on the Board of Regents.~ Professor Aldred was elected again in
1980.

******
Three buildings on the campus were formally
christened during the earlier years of the Hayes
administration. West Hall, a women's dormitory, built in 1963, was renamed Buskirk Hall in
honor of Lillian Helms Buskirk, a former Dean
of Women, 1941-1970. A new classroom building, constructed on the site of the former music
building, was designated Harris Hall as a tribute
to Dr. Arvil E. Harris, the first Dean of the
Graduate School, 1948-1965. The third building, a maintenance facility that had been erected
on Twentieth Street in 1965, was christened (in
1979) the Sorrell Building, in recognition of
Howard Sorrell, the long-time service engineer
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Howard K. Sorrell, Maintenance Engineer, right, and former President Smith.

on the campus, who was favorably known as
"the man who would get things done."
There would be more christenings in the days
ahead, for on the campus the "hard hat" had
superseded the "green beanie." Forty million
dollars, which had been committed to new construction, meant that a physical metamorphosis
was in progress. One could see the sparkling
lights of the welder's arc and hear the sounds of
power saws, pile drivers and bulldozers - punctuating the air - all the way from Twentieth Street
to Spring Valley. Unprecedented sums of money
were being expended on construction projects,
which would include a medical education building, a hall of business and commerce, a multiplepurpose sports complex and a proposed addition
to the science building. It boggles the mind to
contemplate the physical growth that had taken
place since 1837, when the entire school was
quartered in a log house on the edge of Guyandotte.
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While the North Central Association had (in
1973) restored the university to "unconditional
accreditation," the NCA, nevertheless, reevaluated the institution in 1976. This was deemed
expedient because of additional professional
programs that had been instituted - particularly
the medical school and the proposed four-year
nursing curricula. The North Central Association elevated Marshall University to the "first
degree-granting level," which is the most advanced academic classification accorded by the
accrediting agency. Furthermore, the NCA was
gratified to note that the student body was "very
satisfied" and that the faculty members were
"committed." The institution was also commended for its obvious success in serving the
needs of the community, particularly those of
minority groups and the handicapped. However,
the North Central Association did suggest that
faculty morale might conceivably be improved if
a faculty senate was created. The NCA also

voiced criticism of the excessive changes in administrative personnel and the inadequate financial support provided by the state.
One of the most sensational developments of
the "Decade of Progress" has been the amazing
increase in private financial contributions to the
Marshall Foundation, whose assets had tripled
within three years and which in 1980 exceeded
$3,000,000. This growth had been made possible
by more generous annual donations, by productive investments and through the Federal Government's Direct Student Loan Program. Under
the skillful management of Dr. Bernard Queen,
the Director of Development, the Foundation
has recently materially assisted both students
and faculty members. For example, during the
1978-1979 school year, the Foundation awarded
eighty-one scholarships. It also promoted scholastic excellence by funding a so-called "academic festival" on the campus and by making it
possible for Marshall students to participate in
the revived College Bowl in Miami. The Foundation, through its "faculty enrichment program,"
has not only subsidized research projects, but it
has also brought distinguished lecturers to the
campus. Moreover, the Foundation defrayed
travel expenses of faculty members who attended national meetings of their respective learned
societies.'
Since a university is defined as "an institution
consisting of a cluster of colleges and professional schools," Marshall currently meets those
specific qualifications; and yet when the college
was designated a "university" in 1961, it comprised only three colleges and a graduate school.
By 1980, there were nine autonomous academic
units within the institution. This proliferation
of professional divisions is, indeed, one of the
salient developments of the Hayes administration. There were newly-created Schools of
Medicine, Nursing and Journalism, as well as
Colleges of Science, Liberal Arts and a Community College. The expanding role of the Teachers College dictated that it be designated a College of Education. Moreover, the activation of
new degree programs within the university has
likewise been a noteworthy innovation.
2. The School of Medicine
Unquestionably the most significant single
achievement of the "Decade of Progress" has
been the realization of a four-year School of
Medicine in Marshall University. The agitation

Dr. Bernard Queen, Director of Development

to establish a Medical School has had a long
history - dating back to 1927, when the Marshall Alumni Association proposed that the twoyear Medical School at West Virginia University be removed to Marshall College and that
Marshall be designated the "University of
Southern West Virginia." Four years later
(1931), when the Veterans Administration Hospital was constructed in nearby Wayne County,
the intuitive editor of The Parthenon suggested
that a School of Medicine should be made an
adjunct of the new veterans facility. 8 After Governor Okey Patteson selected Morgantown (in
1951) as the site of a proposed four-year Medical School, there was a renewed interest in establishing a two-year School of Medicine in the
Huntington area. Dr. Albert Charles Esposito of
Huntington, who was then the Secretary of the
Cabell County Medical Society, emphasized the
need for a two-year school; and at the same time
(1952) President Stewart Smith of Marshall
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College was writing D. E. Goff that 'the fight
for a two-year Medical School still goes on."9
Dr. Esposito, as the immediate past president of
the West Virginia Medical Association (1964),
was unrelenting in his support of a two-year
Medical School at Marshall University. Dr.
Esposito also sought the aid of Dr. Howard
Gruning of the United States Public Health Service.10 Suffice to say, Dr. Esposito's efforts
aroused "much opposition" in the state at large,
and surprisingly enough, even among some
members of the M;ushall University staff. Furthermore, Dr. Esposito said that "there were
untrue and unfounded statements" published in
the newspapers of the state and in the West
Virginia Medical Journal. As to be expected,
there were individual members of the State
Medical Society who assailed the proposal as
both impractical and unnecessary. 11
By 1970 the scarcity of medical doctors especially primary care physicians - had become
critical in the rural areas of West Virginia. At
least one-half of the doctors were graduates of
foreign medical schools. According to the
American Medical Association, the state had
lost a total of four hundred doctors between
1950 and 1970. Suffice to say, this exodus further accentuated the need for an additional
medical school in the state. Jennings Randolph,
the senior senator of West Virginia, was most
helpful in securing the enactment of the Veterans Administration and Health Training Act of
1972. This Federal legislation made provisions
for establishing medical schools in eight communities in the United States in which there
were both a veterans hospital and a university.
Since Huntington was the only city in West
Virginia that could meet those qualifications,
the prospect for a school of medicine in southern West Virginia suddenly heightened. Governor Arch Moore, Jr., appropriated money from
his Contingency fund with which to expedite a
"feasibility study." Subsequently, the Veterans
Administration (in 1974) chose Marshall University as its co-partner in the undertaking. The
Board of Regents (1974) lent its approbation and
accompanied it with a grant of $55,000. Since
the Veterans Administration would provide
$15,000,000 in additional funds for research and
program planning - over a seven-year period the West Virginia Legislature (in 1975) appropriated $871,000 to fund the school. Moreover,
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare granted the new school $240,000 in "startup money."
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Liberal contributions from the private sector
were soon forthcoming, which enabled a newly
formed non-profit corporation aligned with the
school - Family Care Outpatient Center - to
purchase Doctors' Memorial Hospital. The
Claude W. Benedum Foundation contributed
$250,000, while gifts of $150,000 each were received from Huntington Alloys and the Ashland
Oil, Inc.
The Frank Gannett Newspaper Foundation
donated $100,000 in corporate stock, which was
contingent upon the performance of certain
tasks that admittedly were consistent with the
development of the school. The Appalachian Regional Commission provided a total of $350,000,
while the city of Huntington and the County of
Cabell contributed $50,000 each.
The Doctors' Memorial Hospital served not
only as an outpatient clinic, but it temporarily
housed the administrative offices and classrooms, pending the construction of a $9,000,000
complex on the grounds of the Veterans Hospital. This medical educational building, which
will accommodate the basic sciences and several
clinical laboratories, will actually contain the
same amount of floor space as the Doctors' Memorial Hospital.
The most formidable task of all was to secure
provisional accreditation by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education of the American
Medical Association and the Association of
American Medical Colleges. In spite of the vigorous opposition of physicians in Charleston
and Morgantown, and after two rejections of the
Marshall petition, the Liaison Committee (in
February, 1976) finally issued "a letter of reasonable assurance of accreditation." Of course,
certain requirements would have to be fulfilled
which, however, did not seem insurmountable.
In November, 1977, the School was granted permission to enroll students. What normally required a decade was actually achieved by the
enterprising Marshall officials and their supporters in only six years. President Hayes aptly
declared the achievement "a landmark in Marshall history." 12
During the incipient stages in the evolution of
the Marshall University School of Medicine,
the first Dean of the nascent school was Dr.
Robert E. Parlett, formerly of the School of
Medicine in the Southern Illinois University.
Though Dr. Parlett served only two years (19741976), he, nevertheless, rendered invaluable service to the school during its formative period. 13

Doctors' Memorial Building (Medical School)

Dr. Parlett was succeeded in 1976 by Dr. Robert
W. Coon, the Vice Chancellor for Health Services of the West Virginia Board of Regents.
A native of Montana, Dr. Coon had earned an
undergraduate degree at North Dakota State
University and a doctorate in medicine in the
University of Rochester (New York). Before
coming to West Virginia, Dr. Coon had been an
Associate Professor of Pathology in the College
of Physicians and Surgeons in Columbia University, and for eighteen years he was the Chairman of the Department of Pathology in the University of Vermont College of Medicine. Following this, Dr. Coon had been Vice Chancellor for
Health Sciences with the University of Maine
Board of Trustees. Since Dr. Coon had for many
years been involved in health planning activities,
his signal success at Marshall was for him, not
only the fulfillment of a cherished ambition, but
also the vindication of an article of medical
faith.
One of the "finest hours" in the history of
Marshall University transpired on January 10,
1978, in the new Huntington Civic Center, when

the Marshall University School of Medicine
was fotmally inaugurated and dedicated. More
than two thousand people braved the bitter wintry weather to witness the auspicious event. A
distinguished assemblage of luminaries were
present, including former Presidents of both the
American Medical Association and the Southern Medical Association. Also in attendance
were Senator Jennings Randolph and Representative Nick Rahall, Governor Jay Rockefeller
and Ex-Governor Arch Moore, Jr. In recognition of their respective roles in promoting the
School of Medicine, Marshall University conferred honorary degrees upon Senator Randolph, Dr. Esposito and James Harless (of Gilbert), a former chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Appalachian Regional Hospitals. The
principal address was delivered by Max Cleland,
the Administrator of the Veterans Administration in Washington. Following the ceremony in
the Civic Center, a luncheon was held in the
Memorial Student Center, at which time the
guest speaker was Dr. William A. Soderman,
the noted medical educator, who is a professor
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Dr. Robert W. Coon, Dean of School of Medicine

in the Medical College of Ohio (Toledo) and
Dean Emeritus of the Jefferson Medical College
in Philadelphia.
The realization of a School of Medicine in
Marshall University can be attributed to a number of dedicated citizens. Tribute is due such
federal and state agencies as the Veterans Administration, the West Virginia delegation in
Congress, the Appalachian Regional Commission, the Board of Regents, the state legislature,
and Governor Arch Moore, Jr. Civic-minded
private organizations that contributed would include the Cahall County Medical Society; however, it is the consensus that had it not been for
the undaunted efforts of Dr. Albert Esposito,
there would have been no medical school at
Marshall University . 14
The Medical School, in January, 1978, admitted its first class of twenty men and four
coeds, all of whom were West Virginians, save
one Kentuckian. The primary objective of the
school is not only to train primary care special-
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ists but also to stress the basic medical sciences
and the various clinical specialties.
The compelling obligation of the school is to
serve the citizens of West Virginia and to cooperate with the Veterans Administration. Max
Cleland has stated that: "The Marshall Medical
School has already attracted more superior
medical talent to the Veterans facilities in both
Huntington and Beckley."
In view of the desperate shortage of primary
care physicians in the state, the Marshall Uni~
versity School of Medicine - under the guidance
of Dr. David K. Heydinger - is developing a
unique training program in family practice, internal medicine, obstetrics - pediatrics and psychiatry. The only one of its kind in the United
States, this combined residency-practice program - which requires a minimum of five years
of application - affords the student thirty-six
months of residency, alternating intermittently
with two years of community practice. Moreover, time is allowed in the care-training period
for the student to earn a master's degree in
community health.
The largest research contract yet awarded the
School of Medicine was received in April, 1980,
when the National Institute of Health granted
the school a five-year $1.6 million grant for the
evaluation of respiratory and bacterial vaccines.
One of three medical centers in the United
States selected by the N.I.H., the Marshall
study is being conducted by Doctors Robert
Belshe and Lee Van Voris, who, since 1978,
have been involved in a vaccine study designed to
immunize children against respiratory syncytial
(R.S.) virus.
The Marshall School of Medicine has been
the beneficiary of several other substantial financial bounties. One of the more opulent endowments bestowed thus far has been the establishment, in 1979, of the Lake Polan and Bertha
M. Polan Chair in Opthalmology, which was
created as a result of an intitial committment of
$100,000 by the children of the late Dr. Lake
Polan, an early Huntington oculist. Furthermore, the Cabell County Medical Society (1978)
endowed the Albert Charles Esposito Visiting
Lectureship, which purports to attract eminent
medical scientists to the campus. Moreover, an
initial memorial fund of $30,000 commemorates
the late Dr. Rowland Burns, who was largely
responsible for installing intensive care units in
Huntington hospitals. It is, therefore, fitting
that the Rowland Burns Account in the Mar-

First Class - Medical School, 1978

shall Foundation is funding workshops and
seminars relating to intensive care medicine for
the benefit of physicians and nurses.
The pharmaceutical firm s have been especially cognizant of the needs of the Marshall School
of Medicine. The Pfizer Corporation's Visiting
Professor at Marshall in 1978 was Dr. Thomas
Bigger of Columbia University, who delivered a
series of lectures relative to various aspects of
drug therapy. In addition, donations have been
made by Eli Lily, Sclaering, UpJohn, Ciba and
the pharmaceutical house of Merck, Sharp and
Dohme, which granted $300,000 toward the implementation of a study of Merck's new RS virus
vaccine. This research project is being conducted under the aegis of Dr. Maurice Mufson, the
Chairman of the Department of Medicine. Still
other liberal contributions to medical research
have been made by the Island Creek Coal Company and by the Huntington Clinical Foundation, which was founded by Rufus Switzer (Class
of 1875). 15
Another noteworthy development in the
School of Medicine is a recently created doctoral program in the biomedical sciences, which is
being conducted jointly by Marshall and West
Virginia Universities. Under this collaborative

arrangement, several Marshall University medical professors have been appointed to the graduate faculty of West Virginia University, in
which institution the Ph.D. degree is to be conferred.•
The libraries of the Health Sciences - with
Ann Howard as the chief librarian - are presently housed in the basement of the Community
College building (the old cafeteria). The holdings presently consist of over ten thousand
medical texts and monographs and more than
750 scientific journals. Furthermore, the library
installed a "Medline," which is a computerized
link to the National Medical Library, which
provides instantaneous listings of the most current medical references. Moreover, an inter-libriuy loan system insures expeditious acquisition of medical literature from West Virginia
University and other ·medical schools. The Ciba
Pharmaceutical Corporation donated to the
medical library its Ciba Symposium consisting
of a series of scientific books and more than one
thousand transparencies prepared from the
drawings of Dr. Frank Netter. 16 Numerous other
volumes have been acquired, including the Albert C. Esposito Collection.
Dr. Charles "Carl" Hoffman, a former part-
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time instructor and student health officer at
Marshall College, had subsidized a program designed to provide the James E. Morrow Library
with books and periodicals related to medical
history. Hopefully, the School of Medicine will
emulate Johns Hopkins University by manifesting an avid interest in the history of medicine.
The Marshall School of Medicine has been
fortunate in procuring a capable faculty, some
of whom have attained a national and even international reputation in their respective fields of
competence. Why did these medical scientists
leave well-established medical centers to come
to a school whose reputation is yet to be earned?
There are several plausible explanations for
this. Some were motivated by a pioneering spirit
and the challenge offered by the opportunity to
be a part of an exciting new medical venture on a
new frontier. Still others took advantage of a
promotion in professional rank offered by the
Marshall school. Some doctors prefer to teach
in a community-based medical center, and Marshall offers one of the few such opportunities of
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this kind anywhere. Finally, since one quarter of
all physicians in the United States received
some or much of their medical education in
Veterans Hospitals, it is not difficult to understand why some of the Marshall medical men
elected to continue their affiliation with the
Veterans Administration.
The Marshall School of Medicine comprises
a faculty of talented research scholars. Two are
the authors of recognized textbooks on outpatient surgery and microbiology, respectively.
Another professor is one of the world's foremost
authorities on sleeping patterns. Moreover, an
instructor of biochemistry in the School of
Medicine has been acclaimed for his research
on Vitamin A; and several of the doctors are
actively engaged in various areas of cancer research.18 Dr. J. D. Harrah introduced open heart
surgery to the Huntington community and has
thus far performed more than half a hundred
successful operations.
Faculty morale in the School of Medicine has
generally been high, although Dean Coon con-

cede that there ha been an occasional lapse;
particularly was this true in 1978 when an illadvised legislative subcommittee recommended
that the fir t two years of the Marshall medical
program be merged with that of West Virginia
University. Obviously this momentarily hampered both faculty and student recruitment.
Such a 1>roposal - if adopted - would actually
increase, not reduce, the cost of medical education in We t Virginia. As Dean Coon stated:
"Cooperation, not consolidation," is the better
point of wisdom. Collaborative efforts have been
achieved, as evidenced by the sharing of library
facilities, the training of specialists and the
spon· orship of a joint doctoral program in the
biomedical sciences. 19
It is encouraging to note that the Veterans
Administration in Washington regards the
School of Medicine in Marshall University as
the most advanced of the five scl,ools e tablished by ongress under the Veterans Administration and Health Training Act of 1972. ot
only are the teaching methods in the Marshall
School considered to be more innovative and
progre sive, but the grants received and the volume and quality of research being conducted at
Marshall transcends that being pursued in the
other four schools that have thus far been implemented.20

******
Because of the alarming shortage of nurses in
West Virginia, the Board of Education (in 1961)
empowered Marshall College to contrive a twoyear program, offering an associate degree in
nursing. At that time, Alderson-Broaddus College (in Philippi) had the only collegiate school
of nursing in the state. The Board of Regents (in
1975) authorized Mar hall University to confer
a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing, a curriculum designed primarily for regi tered nur e
who had already earned an associate degree or a
nursing diploma. The Board of Regents (in December 1977) establi hed a School of Nursing,
which became effective in July, 1978.
The formal dedication of the new School of
Nursing was held in September, 1978, at which
time the dedicatory address was given by Dr.
Patricia Haast, the Director of the Nursing curriculum project of the Southern Regional Educational Board. The first Dean of the Marshall
School of Nursing was Dr. Virginia Allen, formerly of the University of Vermont, whose ten-

ure however, was hort-lived. Dean Allen announced her resignation in the fall of 1979 so as
to acce1>t a position in New York as Direct.or of
the Associate Degree Program of the National
League of ursing. 20 Dr. Allen was succeeded as
Dean of the School of ursing (in August, 1980)
by Dr. Phyllis F. Higley, an Associate Professor
and Director of Graduate Studies for the Health
Education Professions Department in the State
University of New York at Buffalo. Dean Robert Coon, the Vice President for Health ervices, declared Dean Higley to be: "Not only ...
a highly competent nursing educator . . . but she
bas been involved with one of the nation's mo t
innovative allied health profes. ions schools."
3. Other Colleges and Curricula
When President Hayes was Dean of the
Teachers College, he had been very much interested in establishing a Community CoJJege within Marshall University. This aspiration was realized in 1975. Though Chancellor Ben Morton
maintained that the structure of the West Virginia educational system made it expedient to
organize community colleges within the established institution of higher learning, as late as
t978 Morton was not sure that the Marshall
Community ollege was a succes ful operation.
"The jury i still out," he declared. 21 The ommunity College, however, has achieved solid progress and by 1980 it had become a viable adjunct of the university since the college offer
courses of study not included in the other departments of the institution.
The first Dean of the Community College was
Robert Hatton, who served only a few months,
before he was succeeded by Dr. Paul Hines, a
former Professor of Education in the Marshall
University ollege of Education. Dr. Hines, a
native of Mis ouri, acquired a baccalaureate degree in Central Missouri University and a doctorate in education from Ball State University
in Muncie, Indiana. Dr. Hines' varied educational experiences include community college
work in Kansas, an assistant professorship in
Indiana University, the directorship of the West
Virginia Triple T. Program and the Presidency
of Rio Grande College (Ohio). Furthermore, Dr.
Hines is the co-author of Guide to Human
Rights. which was cited by the National Educational Association as one of the twenty most
significant books published in the field of education in 1968-1969.
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Dr. Paul Hines, Dean of the Community College

The Community College offers an associate
degree in a broad spectrum of practical fields,
including chemical technology, legal assistantships, library media, the training of in-service
st.ate patrolmen and occupationaJ safety. ln fact,
a close affinity exists between the Community
College and the National Mine, Health and
Safety Academy in Beckley, for which institution the Community College l1elps to train personnel.
An amazing conglomerate of non-credit
courses are likewise offered by the Community
College, many of which appeal to matured
adults, including senior citizens. Courses are
available in chess, the metric system, para-medical techniques, Chinese food, Middle Eastern
culture and lip reading for the old and deaf. For
the young in heart, there are classes in guitar
playing and in such terpsichorean arts as the
polka, fox trot, disco and the cha cha.

******
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A new division of the university, created during the early stages of the "Decade of Progress," was the College of Science. Though
some academicians deplored the sundering of
the College of Arts and Sciences - which had
been an integral part of the institution i.nce
1923 - the proponents of the College of Science
presented a cogent rationale in defense of their
action! ln its "plan for progress" the Board of
Regents (in 1972) had envisioned the concentration of all undergraduate programs in science
and health within a separate college. Moreover,
the North Central Association had indicated
that there wa a need for more effective "coordination of planning and interaction with the basic science divisions of the Marshal) School of
Medicine." lt was alleged that stilJ other advantages would likely accrue. Not only would alJ of
the undergraduate laboratories and scientific
apparatus be centralized in one locus, but the
ColJege of Science would serve as "visible
proof' to prospective students and faculty of
Marshall University's "committment to science." By creating a separate College of Science
it was presupposed that this would aid in the
recruitment of more superior faculty members
and merit scholars; and that it would also facilitate the procurement of grants for creative research. Presumably, a College of Science would
also enhance the "career opportunitie " of its
graduates in the field of science and mathematics.22
The first Dean of the new college was Dr. E.
Stephenson Hanrahan, the Chairman of the
Chemistry Department. A native of Parkersburg, Dean Hanrahan had euned a baccalaureate degree in the University of Mississippi and a
doctorate in West Virginia University. Before
joining the Marshall faculty, Dr. Hanrahan had
had practical experience as an industrial chemist in the employ of the E. I. Du Pont orporation.
After the removal of the sciences and mathematics from the College of Arts and Sciences
and the transfer of the Economics Department
to the College of Business, there was for a while
some uncertainty as to what to can the academic
remnants of the defunct College of Arts and
Sciences. Finally it was designated the College
of Liberal Arts comprising the various social
sciences and the humanities. Dr. George J. Harbold was appointed Dean (before being succeeded in 1980 by Dr. Alan B. Gould. ) Though considerably emaciated in size, the College of Lib-

required to exhibit their creative works as a
prerequisite for a degree, it was expedient that
the university maintain an art gallery - similar
to the one established during the Allen era. With
financial assistance forthcoming from Mrs.
William D. Birke, a museum containing 2400
square feet and costing in excess of $40,000 was
constructed in the plaza adjacent to the Smith
Academic Center. Appropriately enough, the
museum was christened the Birke Art Gallery.
Several members of the art faculty won a measure of national acclaim. Michael Cornfeld, a
textural artist, studied weaving, fabric design
and macrame in the Liverpool Polytechnic Institute, where he worked for a year at the tapestry and dobby looms. Cornfeld's textural art has
been exhibited in banks, commercial buildings
and in the Mirage Galleries in New York City.
Still another talented artist in the department is
Robert Hutton, whose drawing, "The Spectacle," has been exhibited in the National Academy of Design in New York. Furthermore, Hutton's work has been displayed in the travelling
exhibition sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution of Washington. 23 June Kilgore, the head

E. S. Hanrahan, Dean of the College of Science

eral Arts was strengthened by the addition of the
Departments of Music and Art, which for more
than a half century had been reposed in the
Teachers College. A new professional degree Bachelor of Fine Arts in Music, Art and Drama
- was initiated in 1979 and is explicitly designed
for artists who do not aspire to teach those
subjects.
The Department of Art received an impetus in
1975 with the inauguration of the Birke Fine
Arts Symposium, a cultural fair which features
art exhibits, lectures, demonstrations and multimedia presentations. This fine arts symposium
(in 1975) displayed the sculpturing and graphics
of Harry Bertoia, the Pennsylvania artist who
had executed the Marshall Memorial Fountain.
At the behest of the Allentown (Pennsylvania)
Museum of Art, Beverly Twitchell of the Art
Department compiled a complete catalogue of
Bertoia's works.
Since the students in the Art Department are

Alan Gould, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts
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of The Art Department , has won a number of
awards in regional exhibitions during the past
several years; and the handiwork of both students and faculty have been shown in the West
Virginia Cultural Center in Charleston.
The Music Department was provisionally accredited in 1979 by the National Association of
Schools of Music. Several members of the music
faculty have recently been accorded national
recognition. Dr. Paul Whear, the "Composer in
Residence," has taught composition in the Interlochen (Michigan) Music Camp, and in addition to his composing Chief Justice John Marshall, Whear also composed the Lexington
Overture for the bicentennial celebration. Dr.
Whear is likewise the author of Canada, a
band piece comprising a collection of Canadian
folk songs. The "Artist in Residence," Jane
Hobson, has been a guest mezzo-soprano soloist
in every major symphony orchestra in the Eastern part of the United States - save Boston.
The Chairman of the Department, Dr. Paul
Balshaw, a rich baritone opera singer, has performed with the Rochester (New York) Symphony and with the West Virginia Opera Association. Dr. James Taggart played the sonatas of
F. J. Haydn as a guest pianist of the University
of Georgia Artists Series. Dr. John Mead received a summer grant in 1978, awarded by the
National Endowment for the Humanities. Mead
went to New England, where he studied the logs
and journals of Nineteenth Century sailing vessels and whaling ships, in quest of songs and
ballads sung by the mariners. One of the veteran
artists in the Music Department is Leo Imperi,
a former baritone vocalist with the Pittsburgh
Light Opera Company. Perhaps Imperi is best
known to the general public as "the man who
sings the national anthem" preceding athletic
contests at the university.
The Department of Music has not been exclusively committed to classical works, for ln 1978
it sponsored a "jazz festival" for the benefit of
high school students and teachers of music. The
guest conductor at the festival was the popular
maestro, Stan Kenton.
Though the traditional Artists Series was curtailed, the university did assume a leadership
role in promoting the arts, when, in 1975, it
created the Institute for the Arts. Under the
direction of Michael Cerveris of the Music Department, and through the support of the university administration and an anonymous donor,
the Institute for the Arts has coordinated and
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implemented the arts by means of workshops,
seminars and summer theater. Thus far, the
strongest thrust has been projected through an
"Artist in Residence" program, which has featured visual artists, ceramic muralists, ballet
dancers, string ensembles and choreographers.

******
The Department of Journalism, which had a
humble origin in the English Department, was,
in 1979, designated a School of Journalism, and
the following year it was christened the W. Page
Pitt School of Journalism. Equally noteworthy,
the school became one of eighty schools accredited by the American Council on Education for
Journalism. Furthermore, the School of Journalism (in 1978) established a "Journalism Hall
of Fame," which honors eminent West Virginia
journalists. Moreover, the School has appointed
several adjunct professors to its faculty, who are
occasionally expected to lecture at the university. The original honorees were Jack Maurice,
formerly of The Charleston Daily Mail, Ned
Chilton, the publisher of The Charleston Gazette, Ernie Salvatore, the sports editor of The
(Huntington) Herald-Dispatch, Wallace Knight
of Ashland Oil, Inc. and William Beatty, a Huntington attorney.
Since the inception of the journalism program
at Marshall, the "J students" have served apprenticeships with newspapers in the tri-state
area and in Charleston. A more recent apprentice, who has since distinguished himself, is
Burl Osborn, the managing editor of the Associated Press. A different type of internship was
made available to the School of Journalism by
the Public Affairs Office of the West Virginia
Legislature, which affords Marshall students an
opportunity to assimilate political information
and to disseminate it to the press.
Friends of William Page Pitt created in 1978
the Pitt Scholarship fund, to which Jack Maurice donated the monetary competence that he
received when he won a Pulitzer Prize. Moreover, a contribution of $7,000 was remitted to
the fund by the International Telephone and
Telegraph Company. Still other scholarships
have been endowed in the School of Journalism
by the Frank Gannett and Scripps-Howard
Newspaper Foundations and by the Broh family
of Huntington. A total of seventeen students
were being aided by these four scholarship funds
during the 1979-1980 academic year. 25

******
The College of Business, which has acquired
quarters in Corbly Hall, has progressed steadily
in recent times. After Dr. Aubrey Drewry ,esigned the deanship in 1977, Dr. Sara Anderson
was appointed dean of the college. A native of
North Carolina, Dean Anderson earned a bachelor's degree in the University of North Carolina
(Greensboro) and a doctorate in business education in Indiana University. A former President
of the Southern Business Administration Association, Dean Anderson was also a recipient (in
1976) of the Diamond Merit Award, the highest
honor conferred by the International Administrative Management Society. Dean Anderson
was chosen in 1979 as the "Outstanding Business Educator" by the Southern Business Education Association at its annual meeting in Birmingham, Alabama.

Dr. Sara E. Anderson, Dean of the College of Business

Faculty research in the field of business was
nurtured in 1977, when the College of Business
became the recipient of a $300,000 anonymous
behest. The annual interest on this investment

(approximately $21,000) is allotted to individual
faculty members in support of their scholarly
studies. Dr. Philip Balsmejer of the Department
of Management has twice been rewarded by the
Marshall University Research Board (1976 and
1979) for his enlightening investigations of
Business Mergers and Acquisitio11s. Dr. Jeffrey
Young (economics) published in 1978 a valuable
treatise entitled 1assical Economic Tl,eories of
Value: From Adam Smith to Saffra.
For the second time since its founding, the
Freedom Foundation of Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, has conferred a Certificate of Merit upon
Ernie Cole of the Department of Finance and
Business Law. The only person ever to be recognized twice by the Freedom Foundation, Professor Cole was extolled for his helpful manual
entitled You and Your Insurance, a handbook
currently being used in the secondary schools in
all of the fifty sta.tes.16
The College of Business has implemented in
recent years several pragmatic experiments in
business education. One is an internship, which
affords both faculty and students an opportunity
to grapple with the practical problems of small
business. On a broader dimension is the socalled "London Experiment in International
Business," conducted under the auspices of two
faculty members. Some thirty students spend a
semester in the British capital studying international business and finance and attending seminars related to international corporations.
While in London, the students frequented such
renowned financial institutions as the Bank of
England and Lloyds of London.
A seminar devoted to American capitalism
brought to the campus in 1979 a number of
distinguished lecturers recruited from higher
education, labor, management and government.
As a part of it program in continuing education, the Department of Marketing sponsored in
1979 a public seminar on transportation, which
was funded by the Higher Education Act of
1965. The Department of Management, under
the chairmanship of Dr. Robert P. AJexander
(Class of 1957), is one of only five departments
of management in the United States having a
student chapter of the National Management
Association.

******
In keeping with trends prevalent in several
major universities - including Minnesota and
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Syracuse - Marshall University (in 1975) contrived a Board of .Regents Degree (R.B.A.). Dr.
Alan Gou.Id, the coordinator, explnined that: "It
is an innovative degree --- oriented to the needs
of adult students who are at least twenty-two
years of age and who have been a high school
graduate for at least four years." The essence of
the program is that as many as 113 semester
hours of college credit is allowed for life experiences that produce learning and skills comparable to those acquired in college-level courses.
Since the standards are high, Dr. Gould warns
that the Regents' Degrees, conferred by Marshall, are "not passed out like 1>aper na1,kins at a
fried chicken picnic .... " Thus far (1980) more
than five hundred students have earned the
R.B.A. degree, two of whom have applied the
degree as a prerequisite to admission to medical
school. 27

******
When Dean Herman Weill returned to the
history classroom in the fall of 1974, Dr. Paul
D. Stewart succeeded Weill as Dean of the Graduate School. Dean Stewart, one of the senior
members of the faculty, had been, since 1960,
the Chairman of the Department of Political
Science; and in Dean John Warren's absence as
a Fulbright Lecturer in Honduras (1968) Dr.
Stewart had acted as interim Dean of the Graduate School. A man of scholarly proclivities, a
Phi Beta Kappa and a doctoral graduate of Duke
University, Dean Stewart is a competent and
meticulous administrator.
In fulfillment of a long-time basic need, the
Marshall Foundation, in 1979, funded six graduate research fellowships and nine graduate
assistantships. The school (in 1978) became one
of three hundred graduate schools comprising
the Council of Graduate Schools in the United
States.
Since the dismemberment of the College of
Arts and Sciences, the Graduate School consequently boasted the largest enrollment of any
division in the university. Several new graduate
curricula that have helped to increase the enrollment of the school are the master's degree programs in bu iness administration and in safety
and vocational - technical education. However,
the largest number of candidates for the master's degree are currently enrolled in the various
departments of education and in the biological
sciences, English and speech pathology. 28
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Dr. Paul Stewart, Dean of Graduate School

Especially has the Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology earned an enviable reputation under the supervision of Dr. Robert Olson, who is a member of the National Legislative Council of the American Speech-LanguageHearing Association. Olson is the chairman of
the Tri-State Cleft Palate Team, and he is also a
member of the Interprofessional Program Committee of the American Cleft Palate Educational
Foundation. In recognition of his capabilities,
Olson has conducted remedial workshops in
speech and hearing in colleges from New York
to California. It is encouraging to note that the
Board of Examiners of the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association ascertained
through standardized testing procedures that
the Marshall graduates i11 speech pathology and
audiology ranked above the national average.
Furthermore, Dr. Olson says that all of the
M.A. graduate in these fields have secured em19
ployment (as have 90% of the undergraduates).
The Marshall Graduate School has recently

instituted cooperative programs with two other
institutions of higher learning in the state. Doctoral programs in education are conducted jointly with West Virginia University and the College of Graduate Studies. Marshall also collaborates with the West Virginia College of Graduate Studies (COGS) in offering a master's degree in the humanities, ·in accounting and in
public administration. (Dr. Troy Stewart.is the
Marshall coordinator of the program in public
administration.) Though the faculties of both
institutions are involved in the public administration and humanities programs, these degrees
are conferred by the College of Graduate Studies. However, the master's degree in accounting
is conferred by Marshall University.

******
When Dr. Hayes assumed the Presidency of
the University in 1974, Dr. Bernard Queen succeeded Hayes as the Dean of the College of
Education. The university, in 1974, was again
awarded "unconditional accreditation" by the
National Council For Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE) - this time for the maximum period of ten years. Pursuant to Dean
Queen's resignation in 1977, in order to become
Director of Development, Dr. Philip Rusche assumed the deanship of the College of Education.
A native of Ohio, Dean Rusche holds advanced
degrees in education from the Universities of
Cincinnati and Rochester. Prior to his appointment to the Marshall position in 1978, Dr.
Rusche was the Associate Dean of the College of
Education and Director of Graduate Studies in
Northeastern University in Boston. Because of
the plethora of teachers in the professional marketplace, the enrollment in the College of Education declined precipitously in recent years;
but in 1979 the College experienced a substantial increase in student enrollment.
An important new curricula in the College of
Education has been devised (1980) under the
direction of Professors Edwin Cobby and Sam
Clagg, Chairmen of the Departments of Social
Studies and Geography, respectively. Known as
the "two plus two" approach, it enables the
holder to an associate degree in a technicallyoriented course to study to acquire a baccalaureate degree in "geo-social studies." The program
involves a study of such environmental issues as
the control and use of natural resources, energy
scarcities and problems related to the equitable

distribution of the world's commodities.

******
In its "Pursuit of Excellence," the Hayes administration has placed increased emphasis
upon nurturing student scholarship. The Honors
Program has flourished under the successive
chairmenship of Professors Clayton McNearney (Bible), Claire Horton (sociology) and Michael Galgano (history). Marshall University
realizes that a successful honors program is
largely contingent upon the recruitment of superior high school graduates; thus, the university
has of recent been actively sponsoring a sort of
"academic olympics." Dr. Alan Gould (history)
organized a "search committee on recruiting
excellent students" (SCORES), which sponsors
each spring a so-called "academic festival."
More than three hundred secondary school students, representing twenty-five high schools in
the tri-state area, descended upon the campus in
1979 (and again in 1980) and competed for scholastic honors in twenty-two disciplines. 30
Reminiscent of another era of scholastic
achievement, Marshall students (1979), coached
by Dr. Robert J. Mutchnick, assistant professor
of criminal justice, competed successfully in a
revived version of the "College Bowl," similar to
the one originally sponsored by the General
Electric Company during the preceding decade.
The Marshall first team (consisting of Ken
Wright, Dave Nunley, Nick Maddox and Kurt
Taube) won the state title in 1979, and it defeated Tulane University in the national finals in
Miami, Florida, fifth in the nation. Thanks to a
donation by the Marshall Foundation, the university was host to the "Radio College Bowl" in
1980.
4. International Education
Since the Second World War, the university
has never ceased to exemplify an unflagging interest in many different phases of international
education. A full-time university advisor to foreign students was appointed in 1977. The incumbent, Judy Miller, holds a master's degree in
international education from the George Washington University. Representing twenty-eight
foreign countries - including the Republic of
China, Iran and Saudi Arabia - there were three
hundred international students on the campus in
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1979-1980. It is surprising to note that not one
of these students was subsidized by a unit of the
United States Government, either Federal or
state. All of the foreign students on the Marshall campus were enrolled full time, and more
than one-half of them are pursuing graduate
degrees. 31
Since disease and starvation have been
plagues of mankind through the ages, one of the
more significant panaceas designed to forestall
potential food shortages in an underdeveloped
land was contrived by a Marshall plant physiologist, Dr. Howard Mills. At the behest of the
State Department, Professor Mills studied the
chronic problem of "desert creep," which had
been destroying fertile soil and grazing land in
Mauretania (French West Africa) at the rate of
thirty miles per year. Dr. Mills' therapy involves
planting sturdy American mesquite and cacti in
hedgerows on the Sahara Desert. This barrier
will serve to protect the farms and villages from
the swirling maelstroms that suffocate - with
sand - millions of arable acres each year. 32
Hunger and malnutrition have likewise been
ancient scourges endemic to Latin American
countries. Dr. John Warren, another plant specialist, has been the only Marshall scientist to
be awarded more than one Fulbright appointment. During the academic year (1980-1981) Dr.
Warren is serving as a visiting professor in Ecu11dor at the University of Guayaquil, where he
is pursuing research which purports to improve
tropical farming through the application of genetic techniques. Dr. Warren will also lecture
(in Spanish) on plant breeding as it relates to
improving agricultural methods.
Significant research abroad has been pursued
in the area of sociology. The first recipient of
George W. Van Zandt Memorial Research
Grant was Dr. Stephen Winn of the Department
of Sociology-Anthropology. During the summer
of 1980, Professor Winn conducted studies in
Stockholm, analyzing data in the Swedish Institute for Social Research pertinent to Sweden's
wage structure as it relates to occupational categories. (The George Van Zandt Memorial Research Grant is given annually to subsidize social projects with international implications.)
During the "Decade of Progress," still other
Marshall professors received academic assignments abroad. A reciprocal teaching arrangement was consummated in 1975 with the Cambridgeshire College of Arts and Technology in
England. Thus far, Professors Ralph Oberly
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(physics), Barbara Brown (English), and David
Duke (history) have exchanged teaching positions with Cambridgeshire professors. Dr. N. B.
East (speech) taught at Huddersfield College in
England, while Dr. William Coffey (social studies) taught American history for two academic
years (1976-1978) in the American University in
Cairo (Egypt), and upon his return to the campus Coffey secured financial assistance from the
Marshall Foundation and from Ashland Oil
Inc., with which to institute an Islamic-Western
study program in Marshall University.
As in past years, Marshall students have likewise had an opportunity to savor the culture of a
foreign land. Aside from the "London Experiment" previously mentioned - students in the
Department of Criminal Justice have been
studying crime prevention methods in the Swedish Police College in Stockholm. Social studies
students, under the direction of Dr. Mahlon
Brown, spent an academic year (1976-1977) attending the University of Gujarat in India. During the summer of 1980 Marshall University
implemented an agreement with the University
of Madrid (Spain), which permitted Marshall
students to earn six hours of credit in the Spanish language and culture.
As is the current practice in many other colleges and universities, the alumni and faculty
have availed themselves of the opportunity to
travel abroad under the aegis of an educational
program sponsored by the Alumni Office. Thus
far, the areas visited include Europe, Asia,
South America and the islands of the Caribbean.
It obviously enhances the reputation of a university when its faculty members are invited to
participate in international conclaves. In recent
years two Marshall professors have presented
scholarly papers before learned societies in foreign countries. Dr. Alan Bailey (geology) read a
treatise in 1974 relative to the interaction of
water and rocks before an international science
symposium in Prague (Czechoslovakia); and Dr.
Howard Slaatte (philosophy) lectured to a Pan
American Convention of philosophers in Acapulco (Mexico). Furthermore, Marshall U niversity was honored in the fall of 1979 when Dr.
Simon Perry (political science) - at the behest of
the Carter administration - attended a White
House briefing pertinent to the Strategic Arms
Limitation Treaty (SALT).

Dr. Olen E. Jones, Jr., Provost

5. The Scholar Interprets the Mountain State

Prior to the Hayes administration, Marshall
University had never been unreservedly committed to institutional subsidization of faculty research. To be sure, there had been several symbolic gestures made by the university, such as
the creation of a Research Board (1961) and the
publication of an annual research bulletin
(1963). Several faculty members had been
awarded stipends by the National Science Foundation and by the Benedum Foundation; but only
the very minimal amount of money had ever
been provided for research by the university administration; but in 1976, and again in 1978, the
university - for the first time - proved fairly
generous in recognizing scholarly explorations.
It is indubitably true that the national standing of a university is measured by the quality of
its pure research. It may be that the basic func-

tion of a college is to "purvey knowledge," but
the primary mission of a university should be to
"create knowledge." The Hayes administration
is apparently aware of this truism, for the new
provost, Dr. Olen Jones, Jr., allocated $116,000
in 1979 for faculty research.
One of the primary obligations of a statesupported institution of higher education is to
address the issues peculiar to the area in which
the school is located and from which it receives
its sustenance. Marshall University professors
have become increasingly aware of their responsibility to define and to interpret the civilization
of the state of West Virginia. During the first
half of the "Decade of Progress," an interesting
assortment of scholarly studies relative to the
culture of the Mountain State have been undertaken by Marshall faculty members.
Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins, who sometimes refers to himself as the "Hillbilly Professor," instituted at Marshall the first and most elaborate
program in the nation relating to the culture of
the Appalachian region. Nationally known in
his chosen field Simpkins has lectured at Yale
University pertaining to the folkways and mores
of the Appalachian people. Since Professor
Simpkins is primarily interested in social
change, he realized that he was in need of sufficient data to postulate a hypothesis. Luckily he
found it in his native habitat, for one of his chief
primary sources has been Appalachian culture.
Simpkins contends that: "Since the Appalachians are one of the few peoples who have lost
their cultural traditions," it had been his aim to
retrieve and to perpetuate the vestiges of that
culture insofar as possible. Professor Simpkins
has attempted to help West Virginians answer
that intriguing question, as posed by John Steinbeck: "How do we know it is us without our
past?"33
Dr. Karen Simpkins is likewise a perceptive
student of the Appalachian highlanders. An experienced anthropologist and a doctoral graduate of the University of Edinburgh, Karen
Simpkins read a monograph in 1975 to the faculty and students of the Harvard University Divinity School, entitled Religious Patterns Indigenous to Appalachia. Professor Simpkins contends that they are basically "Calvinistic, fundamentalist and revivialist."
Dr. Sam Clagg wrote the article on West Virginia that appears in the Encyclopaedia Brittanica. In addition to his West Virginia Historical
Almanac (1976), Dr. Clagg has published the
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West Virginia Fact Book, a veritable encyclopedia of data germane to the state.
Another geographer, Dr. Howard Adkins, had
edited a symposium entitled West Virginia and
Appalachia, while an anthology treating the
mountaineers, Appalachia, its People, History
and Problems, has been compiled by Dr. Frank
Riddell of the Social Studies Department.
Dr. Carolyn Karr, also of the Social Studies
Department, participated in a White House
Conference in 1980 relative to the President's
Rural Development Policy, which was initiated
by the Carter administration in 1979. Dr. Karr
presented a policy paper at the conference evaluating the legislation as it had affected Appalachia, particularly women in the region. Professor Karr is a member of the Board of Directors
of Rural American Women, a national organization which represents the needs and interests
of women in rural areas.
An unusual experiment executed at Marshall
in 1979 was the archaeological excavations conducted in Mason County, near Gallipolis Ferry,
under the guidance of Dr. Claire Horton (anthropology) and two adjunct professors of archaeology. The digging process yielded a number of artifacts, including human and animal
bones and pottery.
Dr. Robert F. Maddox of the History Department has contracted for publication (with the
Garland Press) a definitive treatment of the public career of the distinguished Beckley statesman, United States Senator Harley F. Kilgore.
Senator Kilgore was the senior member of the
Truman Committee that probed military waste
and extravagance during the Second World
War. Kilgore was also the principal author of
the Federal legislation that created the National
Science Foundation, which has benefitted two
generations of Marshall faculty members and
secondary schoolteachers.
Marshall men of science - since the days of
Darlington, Green and Janssen - have contributed materially to a deeper and broader knowledge
of the natural phenomena of West Virginia. Nor
has faculty interest languished in recent times.
An especially productive pair of scientists, Professors Donald Tarter (biology) and M. R.
Chakrabarty (chemistry), have analyzed the pollutant effects of carbon tetrachloride upon the
water and atmosphere of the Ohio and Kanawha
River valleys. Dr. Tarter has also made a creed
study of fish, plant life and vegetation so as to
determine the environmental impact of a pro250

posed hydro-electric generator plant to be built
on the Ohio River at Gallipolis Locks. Furthermore, Tarter has undertaken a study of the quality of water at the Bluestone Dam near Hinton.
In conjunction with his colleague, Dr. Mike Little, Professor Tarter conducted an aquatic insect study in Seneca Creek at Spruce Knob, and
their findings have been published in Psyche,
the journal of the Harvard University Entomological Society. 34
Other biologists have been equally concerned
with the ecological effects of water pollution in
the state. Dr. Ralph Taylor received a grant
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
investigate the effects that contaminated water
has had upon mussels and clams in the Ohio
Valley; and Dr. Dan Evans is currently being
subsidized by the West Virginia Department of
Natural Resources to conduct a study of endangered botanical species in the state. 35
Since coal will probably be our greatest
source of energy in the century ahead, it is important to note that a Marshall geologist, Dr.
Alan Bailey - assisted by the Westmoreland
Coal Company - is attempting to identify seams
of coal by analyzing their chemical components
and thus ascertaining the intrinsic or potential
value of these carboniferous ores.
6. The Humanities Come of Age
Prior to 1965 more than 90% of all research
grants awarded by the Federal government were
allotted to the scientific and technical disciplines, and yet at the same time these disciplines
were also being liberally subsidized by the private foundations; but beginning in 1965, Congress created the National Endowment for the
Humanities, of which Dr. Joseph Duffey (class
of 1954) became Executive Secretary in 1977.
Simultaneously, the West Virginia Council for
the Humanities and Public Policy was organized, with Dr. Joan Adkins of the Marshall
English Department as the first President.
From the outset, there was a close cooperation
between these Federal and state agencies. No
longer would the patrons of the humanities have
to be satisfied with the crumbs left over from the
Federal banquet table. They would now, for the
first time, enjoy a degree of munificence that for
so long had been denied them.
A number of scholars in the College of Liberal Arts received grants issued by the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). In addi-

tion to Professors Philip Pittman (English) and
John Mead (music) - mentioned elsewhere - Dr.
Warren Wooden (English) received in 1979 his
second NEH stipend ($20,000) - the largest ever
awarded a Marshall professor. A prodigious student of medieval and Renaissance literature, Dr.
Wooden is currently examining the cultural impact of John Fox's Book of Martyrs. Another
Professor of English, John McKernan, received
an NEH grant to study the poetry of Spenser
and Milton at Yale University; while Dr. Michael J. Galgano (history) was a "scholar in
residence" (1978-1979) in the University of
North Carolina, where he studied under Dr. Stephen Baxter, the eminent British historian. In
1980, Dr. Charles Lloyd (classics) received an
NEH stipend to study in the University of Chicago.
Dr. Clayton McNearney (Bible), also the recipient of an NEH fellowship, attended seminars in Columbia University pertinent to American civilization. As a result, Dr. McNearney is
completing a book entitled, Religious Folk
Songs of the American ReJ'olution. (While at
Columbia, Dr. McNearney taught in two different summer sessions of the university.)
Likewise in the area of the humanities, the
prolific philosopher, Dr. Howard Slaatte, has
published his seventh full-length book. Dr.
Slaatte's latest publication, entitled The Dogma
of the Immaculate Perception, is a critique of
positivistic thought. Slaatte's thesis is a refutation that all knowledge is subject to scientific
verification.
As a reward for his scholarly investigation of
the role of Great Britain in the First World
War, Dr. David Woodward of the History Department won the Social Science monetary prize
(1976) conferred by the Marshall University Research Board. His articles have been published
in historical journals in both Great Britain and
the United States, and his monograph, LloydGeorge and the Generals has been accepted for
publication.

******
Marshall professors have not been averse to
adopting innovative curricular devices and expounding unconventional subject matter. A relatively new pedagogical instrument employed in
the university is the so-called "mini-course,"
which has earned a respectable niche in the
curriculum. Students can earn in some depart-

ments one semester hour of college credit by
probing in depth such restricted topics as "Violence and the Media" and "Journalistic English," both taught in the School of Journalism.
The English Department has offered a one-hour
"mini-course" that treats of the literary work of
J.R.R. Tolkien, the noted Anglo-Saxon scholar
and novelist of Oxford University. The History
Department has been teaching several threehour courses treating such timely subjects as
"Search for Family Roots" and "Women in
American History."
Undoubtedly the most arresting - yet depressing - of all of the new topics has to do with what
Mark Twain once called "the final tragedy." In
the Department of Counseling and Rehabilitation, Professors Lawrence Barker and William
McDowell have developed courses and conducted workshops - both on the campus and at
Goucher College - treating of "0-eath and the
Dying," "Bereavement," and "Separation." Furthermore, Dr. McDowell - in conjunction with
the St. Mary's Hospital - has been involved in a
project concerning "The Rehabilitation of the
Cancer Victim and his Family."
In the School of Medicine, Dr. William
Schmitt, a Professor of Family Medicine, is
also a pioneer in this general field. Dr. Schmitt
implemented a pilot project consisting of a oneday public seminar devoted to such moribund
topics as "The Sequential Stages of Dying,"
"The Death of the Infant," and "The Natural
Rights of the Terminal Patient."38
Contributing to the quality of instruction in
all departments of the university is closed circuit television, recently renamed by the Regents
"Instructional Television Services." Under the
direction of David H. Gillmore, the Service Center has a film library containing four hundred
titles relating to virtually every :discipline taught
in the university. Moreover, the television center
is capable of transmitting si1( different programs simultaneously; and since nearly all of
the university classrooms are wired for closed
circuit television, personalized programming is
thereby made available to all faculty members.

******
Marshall University, with its customary penchant for celebrating anniversaries of all kinds,
entered into the Bicentennial of the birth of the
nation with its usual gusto. Under the general
direction of Dr. Eugene Hoak, the patriotic
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event was ushered in with a star-spangled extravaganza, complete with sixty bands blaring
forth beneath the red glare of rockets bursting
in the air high above the Ohio River.
While Marshall has been able at intervals to
capture a certain amount of evanescent national
publicity~ probably the most favorable exposure
in its history came to the school in 1976 at the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on
"West Virginia Day/' when the university participated in "The Parade of American Music
Series." Sponsored jointly by the West Virginia
Arts and Humanities Council and the Marshall
Foundation, the Music Department of the university presented a musical epic entitled Chief
Justice John Marshall. Written by Dr. Paul
Whear, the "Composer in Residence" at Marshall, the production is a magnificent cantata of
choruses, soloes, recitatives, and interludes, accompanied by a symphony orchestra. The narrators, Judge Charles Ferguson (of Wayne) and
William Griffin (class of 1975), blended John
Marshall's quotations with the words of other
early American personages. The rich baritone
voice of Dr. Paul Balshaw contributed immeasurably to the pleasure of the audience. Marshall alumni living in the Washington area were
responsible for the large attendance at the program, which actually surpassed the number of
auditors who were present at the other musical
series. Paul Hume, the music critic of The
Washington Post, declared that: "The musical
scores were competently done, and the performance was excellent."39
Throughout the bicentennial year, the Marshall University Theater featured dramas written by American authors, such as Tennessee
Williams' Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, and William
Pratt's Ten Nights in a Bar Room. The Marshall forensic team - proclaiming that "Thundering Independence is Herd" - scaled the
"Bunker Hill of Semantics," when it debated on
the campus a team from Oxford University. 40
Also in commemoration of the patriotic event,
Dr. Sam Clagg published his West Virginia Historical Almanac, which contains more than
three thousand entries. This chronology extends
from the westward trek of Spotswood's Knights
of the Golden Horseshoe (1716) to the collapse
of the Silver Bridge at Point Pleasant (1967) and
the crash of a jet airliner at the Tri-State Airport (1970). Altogether, the bicentennial inspired a resurgence of local and national patriotism unparalleled in modern times, and indeed,
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it served as an antidote to the cymc1sm and
despair that had permeated the country during
the preceding decade.

******
It would be superfluous to say that the students' emotional fervor had soared to a fever
heat during the tempestuous administrations of
Presidents Nelson and Barker; and yet by 1974,
the student body, in general, seemed more relaxed. This was in part because of the scarcity of
available jobs and the rampant inflation that had
devaluated the American dollar. Thus, they finally came to realize that instead of trying to
reform society, their first priority as college
students would be to prepare themselves to earn
a livelihood.
Marshall students, like youth everywhere,
manifested a lively interest in anything that had
to do with human sexuality. Most of them were
intensely intrigued with such topics as birth
control pills, abortion and pornography. Some
of them became enamored of such fleeting fancies as scientology and Oriental philosophy. Appalachian culture, consumer education and the
women's rights movement continued to arrest
their attention; and in 1976 Gloria Steinem and
Flo Kennedy dedicated a women's cultural center on the campus. Many of the black students
were no doubt pleased when the Morrow Library acquired a rich collection of materials
pertinent to "black culture and human relations."
The social fraternities on the campus, which
had plunged to an all-time nadir during the preceding chaotic years (1968-1973), enjoyed a
moderate recrudescence toward the middle
years (1975-1977) of the new decade. Several
nationally respected fraternities and sororities,
such as Phi Mu, Alpha Tau Omega and Sigma
Nu chose Marshall as a site for their respective
chapters, as did Kappa Alpha Psi, Omega Psi
Phi, Delta Sigma Theta, Alph Kappa Alpha and
Alpha Phi Alpha.

******
Marshall University, during the first half of
the "Decade of Progress," had gone far toward
fulfilling its mission and reaching its goals. Because of enlightened leadership on the campus
and equitable treatment accorded by the Board
of Regents, the institution literally "came of

age." This has been attested by the creation of
additional colleges and curricula, an expanded
physical plant, renewed emphasis upon faculty

research and student scholarship, improved athletic facilities and a multi-million dollar endowment.
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Marshall Unil'ersity Newsletter, 1976.

Maureen Milicia, the interim debate coach, won the Edgar Dale Award in 1976. Miss Milicia's team won the Morehead
State University Speech Tournament and acquired twenty-two trQphies. Connie Day, a Marshall student, set an all-time
record when she won seven out of seven individual events.

CHAPTER XI
MAJOR SPORTS SINCE THE SECOND WORLD WAR,
1945-1980

1. Football

Since Marshall College suspended its football
program during the war years (1942-1946), Cam
Henderson devoted much of his time to teaching
swimming lessons to servicemen; but with the
advent of the Smith Administration in 1946, the
athletic activities of the college were Jully restored. During the 1947 season, older alumni
will recall that Charlie Snyder and Chasey Wilson were the co-captains of the Big Green team;
other gridiron luminaries at that time were
Claude Miller, Bob Sang, Marvin Wetzell, Don
Gibson and NormaD Willey. In fact, the season
was so successful that Marshall was invited to
play Catawba College (North Carolina) in the
Tangerine Bowl in Orlando, Florida; and Coach
Henderson was elected by the West Virginia
Sportswriters' Association as the "Coach of the
Year." 1
Though the 1948 season was disappointing,
the following year the Herd achieved the best
record of any team in the Ohio Valley Conference; and as an extra fillip, the Big Green upset
the Ohio University Bobcats, 14-6, in the Marshall homecoming game. The Ohio Valley crown
was withheld, however, because Marshall had
not competed against enough conference teams,
and Coach Henderson refused to challenge Evansville College in a deciding game which would
have been played on the Evansville field.
After fifteen years as the chief mentor of
Marshall College football, Cam Henderson relinquished his gridiron duties in 1949, though he
continued to coach basketball until 1955. For
several years, many of the fans had felt that
Coach Henderson should have abandoned the
single-wing formation in favor of the "split T,"
which, of course, he steadfastly refused to do.
Henderson was succeeded (in 1950) by Willard "Pete" Pederson of Mount Union College
(Ohio), who did adopt the "split T" formation,
but with only limited success. Pederson's two
assistants were Sam Clagg, who had been cocaptain of the Big Green in 1942, and Howard
Hood, whom Pederson brought with him from
Mount Union College.
Robert Morris, who supplanted Luther E.
Poling as athletic director in 1951, scheduled
minor sports events with a number of major
institutions. Coach Pederson's first grid season
was 2-8, which included a defeat by the Ohio
University Bobcats; yet Pederson's second year
(1951) was reasonably successful (5-4-1). In that
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Jim Swierczek, Marshall football 1951-52-53

year the Big Green tied Ohio University on
Thanksgiving Day. Furthermore, the Herd attained the "runner-up" position in the Ohio Valley Conference. Perhaps the foremost Marshall
player of that season was Jim Swierczek, who
caught thirty-seven passes, which gained 567
yards and seven touchdowns. In fact, Swierczek
ranked eighth in the nation that year as a pass
receiver. 2
Pederson's Thundering Herd (in 1952) was
the most injury-ridden team in the history of
Marshall College. Consequently, "Pistol
Pete's" final year at the helm was an especially
bleak one (2-5-3). Though the Herd did manage
to tie the Ohio University Bobcats, they lost a
game (14-13) to their inter-city rival, Morris
Harvey College. Coach Pederson announced his
resignation in 1953, and in a parting prediction
he exclaimed that: "There is no future in football at Marshall." Pederson was supplanted in
1953 by a popular Marshall alumnus, Herbert

Royer of Dunbar.
Herb Royer had been favorably known to a
generation of Marshall alumni. A one-time honor student at the college, Herb had been the cocaptain of the team in· 1936, and he was the
quarterback on the undefeated Marshall eleven
of 1937, during the Centennial year. Royer had
had varied experiences as a coach, first under
Henderson at Marshall College, and later at
West Virginia Tech, where his team had won
the State championship.
Coach Royer's Big Green lost five games in
1953, and he had to settle for a tie with the
Morris Harvey Golden Eagles; yet the Herd did
succeed in clobbering the Morehead State Eagles, 40-0. Even more gratifying to the fans, the
Big Green that year upset Ohio University, the
Mid-American champion. Led by Henry Hinte,
the Thundering Herd won the game 9-6. Milan
Zban, the big towering tackle, happened to fall
on a loose ball in the end zone and, thus, scored
a touchdown. Robert Gunnar Miller, later in
the game, kicked a field goal; thus, it was said
that: "A punt, a prayer and three points" gave to
Marshall one of its most satisfying victories of
all time. Dr. Stewart Smith was so ecstatic that
he proclaimed the victory "the greatest thing
that has happened at Marshall" since he became
president of the college. 3
When Marshall became a member of the respected Mid-American Conference in 1954,
President Smith considered this to be a major
accomplishment, since he regarded the MidAmerican as "one of the two best athletic conferences in the country.'"' Marshall was the only
college holding membership in an athletic alliance consisting of six important universities.
However, Coach Royer soon found the MidAmerican teams to be redoubtable opponents. In
1954 Marshall was able to defeat only two
MAC teams - Western Michigan and Bowling
Green; and the Herd concluded the season with
a record of 4-5. Herb's second year (1955) was
even more disheartening (3-6), yet the Big Green
did derive some consolation that fall by "shutting out" the Western Michigan Broncos (28-0).
During the subsequent season (1956), the Herd
was able to defeat only two conference opponents, Western Michigan and the Toledo Rockets; however, Lynn Hellyer and George Templin
performed especially well throughout the season.
After suffering through four disappointing
seasons, Royer's men finally (in 1957) tasted the

tantalizing fruits of \lictory. The Herd actually
tied for second place in the Mid-American Conference after defeating four conference foes, including Ohio University. The Bobcats succumbed before a Marshall homecoming crowd the first homecoming triumph since 1949. The
performance of Dick Jackson was particularly
outstanding that season. In 1958, the Thundering Herd lost five of its six conference games,
and at the end of the school year (1958-1959)
Coach Royer abdicated his position. (He later
taught in a high school in Carmel, California,
before returning to Marshall to teach in the
Education Department.)
Herb Royer's successor as coach of the Thundering Herd was Charlie Snyder, who had been
co-captain of the singularly successful Marshall
squad of 1947. Snyder had also been successful
as a high school football coach in Catlettsburg,
Kentucky. But Charlie's first four years at Marshall were humJliating, since the Herd won only
three Mid-American games during that entire
quadrennium (1959-1962). Further embarrassment was inni ted upon Marshall in 1960 by the
University of Kentucky Wildcats, who won the
game by a score of 55-0, which, incidentally,
was Kentucky's first victory that season in four
attempts. Even little Wittenburg College (Ohio)
tripped over the Herd (3-0) that year.
During the historic year (1961) in which Marshall became a university, the grid season was
again disappointing. The Herd sloshed around
in the rain and mud to a scoreless tie with the
Morehead Eagles. However, Coach Snyder's
squad did triumph over the Golden Flashes of
Kent State, but were decisively trounced the
Bowling Green Falcons by a thumping score of
40-0.
The prospects brightened fortuitously in
1963, as Marshall celebrated the Centennial of
the admission of the Mountain State to the
Union. The Thundering Herd outscored three
Mid-American opponents (Toledo, Western
Michigan and Kent), and it even tied the powerful Miami Redskins. It was also in 1963 that
Charlie Snyder was elected by the West Virginia Sportswriters' Association as "Coach of the
Year."
The following year (1964) was even more a
time of rejoicing for Marshall fans, for the Kelly Green and White, featuring the stellar performance of Mickey Jackson and Dave Boston,
tied for second place in the Mid-American Conference. Indeed, this was the most successful
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football season since 1947, when Snyder was cocaptain of the team tbat played in the Tangerine
Bowl. Not only did Marshall University defeat
Toledo, Kent State and Western Michigan in
1964, but it did the unpredictable and the unprecedented. For the first time ever, the Herd
defeated the Ohio Bobcats on their own field in
Athens.
But the fortunes of the Marshall men began to
decline in 1965 when Howie Lee Miller, the
gifted quarterback, was seriously injured in a
game in which Marshall edged (10-9) the Quantico Marines. Partly as a result of Miller's mishap, the Herd that year (1965) ranked sixth in
the Mid-American Conference. It did, however,
cherish a victory over the Toledo Rockets and
Ohio University; but the following year (1966),
the Bobcats inflicted stern vengeance by a
"shut-out" score of 28-0. All told, the Big Green
lost five conference games and triumphed over
only one MAC opponent - the Kent State
Golden Flashes. However, Marshall's Andy
Socher led the league in rushing that season,
and be was elected to the first MAC team,
while Mickey Jackson - for the second successive year - was on the Mid-American second
team. 4
It was becoming abundantly clear that Marshall was not capable of competing consistently
on the gridiron against the more affluent MidAmerican universities - all of which were more
liberally endowed with both financial and physical resources. This moment of truth was dramatized most poignantly to the Marshall fans in
1967, when the Thundering Herd lost all of its
MAC games by incredibly high scores! Since
Coach Snyder's cup of forebearance had now
overflowed, he "cast the die" at the close of the
school year, 1968. He was temporarily assigned
an associate deanship in the student affairs office at Marshall, before accepting a position as
Assistant Athletic Director in the University of
Toledo.
There were many naive and unrealistic alumni
who were under the illusion that a panacea for
Marshall's football maladies would be to employ
a famous athlete - one who was the coach of a
professional team. The choice of the athletic
committee was Perry Moss, the Coach of the
Orlando Panthers of the Continental League
and a former head coach at Florida State University. The therapy proved to be completely
ineffective! Save for a tie (7-7) with Morehead
State, Moss' team lost every game by wide mar-
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gins, and Marshall consequently sustained the
longest losing streak in the nation. At the close
of the 1968 season, the Green had actually not
won a football game in twenty-seven contests not since the last game of the 1966 season. Even
more disconcerting, in the summer of 1969 flagrant violations of the conference rules and the
NCAA code were revealed to a disbelieving public.
The irrepressible urge to win athletic contests
has been so irrestible that many colleges have
deviated from the ethical codes fixed by their
respective conferences and by the National Collegiate Athletic Association. As stated above, it
had become increasingly evident that Marshall
was not adequately equipped to compete successfully in most sports against the universities
holding membership in the Mid-American Conference. As if President Roland Nelson, Jr., did
not already have enough tribulations, the distraught president now (1969) found himself confronted with a flagrant athletic scandal that involved fifteen violations of conference rules.
These infractions, for the most part, included
illicit recruiting practices, financial irregularities and illegal admission policies. Specifically,
it was disclosed that some athletes' expenses in
junior colleges had been defrayed by the university. Moreover, the department had been guilty
of laxity in repaying Federally insured loans;
and some athletes had received as much as $100
per month above and beyond the legitimate allotment. 5
President Nelson moved with dispatch in an
earnest effort to rectify the malefactions. He
declared indignantly that: "All that is needed
for evil to prevail is that men of good will keep
silent."6 The inevitable result of the revelation of
these discrepancies was that the NCAA placed
the university on probation for a year, while the
Mid-American Conference expelled the school
for an indefinite period of time.
Many of the alumni and other friends of Marshall University were so frustrated that they
were almost in a state of hysteria; indeed, some
of them seemed to be incapable of rational behavior. On a Saturday afternoon in July, 1969 at the height of the crisis - long motorcades
threaded their way through the city streets bearing huge streamers stretched across the sides of
automobiles vilifying the hapless President Nelson. Several signs admonished the beleaguered
president "to keep rolling, Roland."
After the tumult and shouting finally subsid-

ed, a "blue ribbon faculty committee" headed by
Dr. Ed Cubby thoroughly probed the athletic
malpractices, and ultimately the department was
purged of its transgressions. Eddie Barrett, the
athletic director, resigned, and President Nelson reassigned Coaches Perry Moss (football)
and Ellis Johnson (basketball) to temporary positions in a department of "advisory functions."
(Moss later became an assistant offensive coach
of the Chicago Bears.) Rick Tolley and Stewart
Way were appointed football and basketball
coaches, respectively.
At the end of the year, 1970, Marshall was
restored to good standing by the National Collegiate Athletic Association, but the Mid-American Conference was not that forgiving. In fact,
Dr. Nelson had said at the outset that his fellow
presidents in the Mid-American Conference had
treated him as if he were "a backward, red headed stepchild."' For several years prior to the
disclosures of wrongdoings, many people in the
Huntington area had believed (but could not
prove) that the Mid-American Conference was
seeking a legitimate excuse for expelling Marshall University. The athletic violations seemed
to offer a pretext for expulsion, yet the conference officials for several months led the Marshall University officials to believe that the
school might in time be readmitted to the conference. However, the coup de grace was given
the strickened university in January, 1973, when
the Mid-American Conference categorically denied to Marshall readmission to membership in
the conference. The Big Green would play the
game alone until 1977.
Despite the onus that accrued to the university resulting from its expulsion from the MidAmerican Conference and the reprimand imposed by the NCAA, Rick Tolley agreed to aid
the football team in redeeming its integrity - and
hopefully its athletic prowess. Coach Tolley, a
graduate of Mullens High School, had played
football with the Gobblers of Virginia Tech. He
later coached at Ferrum Junior College in Virginia, and finally he had served as a defensive
line coach at Wake Forest University. Provided
with additional athletic scholarships and a new
astro-turf field at Fairfield Stadium, Coach Tolley's team was able to break the Marshall losing
streak when it defeated the Bowling Green Falcons in a joyous homecoming victory in 1969.
Moreover, the Golden Flashes of Kent State also
bowed before the Thundering Herd that same
autumn. During that season (and again in 1970)

Ted Shoebridge of Lyndhurst, New Jersey, set
fourteen Marshall University records - some of
which may never be eclipsed.
The fates had not been kind to West Virginia
during the quadrennium, 1967-1971. The collapse of a bridge at Point Pleasant in 1967, a
dreadful mine disaster at Farmington in 1968,
the mysterious decapitation of two West Virginia University coeds, student riots on the university campus, and the revelation of athletic scandals committed at Marshall - all of this contributed to a tragic scenario almost unparalleled in
the history of the state. As if these calamities
were not travail enough, there occurred near
Huntington on November 14, 1970, the most
catastrophic airplane accident in the history of
American athletics.
It happened on a murky, rainy and foggy
evening atop a ridge in Wayne County when a
chartered jet plane crashed into the trees and
somersaulted into a deep and wooded ravine - a
mile short of the runway at the Tri-State Airport. Seventy-five victims, including thirty-seven Marshall University football players, five
coaches and athletic officials, as well as friends
and crew members, all perished in the inferno.
The precise cause of the disaster may never be
determined, but it is known that the plane descended under adverse conditions "below the
minimum descent altitude during a non-precision approach." Federal authorities theorized
that the most plausible reason for the premature
descent of the plane was "improper use of cockpit instrumentation or an altimetry error.',s
The entire city and state were completely
stunned! There was not a family associated with
Marshall University that did not feel the trauma. The following evening, seven thousand
mourners assembled in the field house to attend
a memorial service. Present on the stage was
Nathaniel Ruffin, the surviving co-captain of
the Marshall team, whose life had been spared
because of an injury that prevented his participating in the game in North Carolina. Also present on the platform was Dr. Leo W. Jenkins,
the President of East Carolina University, the
host school of the day before. Consoling remarks were uttered by Acting President Donald
Dedmon, by Mike Gant, the President of the
Student Body, and by Governor Arch Moore,
Jr., who respectfully referred to the deceased as
"beautiful people." Portions of the memorial
service were nationally televised the following
morning over the "Today" program. A period
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Spring Hill Cemetery monument to crash victims marks the gravesite of six of the players. (Marshall's twin towers
dormitories dimly visible under tree in background.)

of mourning was forthwith observed in the community. Marshall classes were dismissed for two
days, while all city and county offices were
closed on Monday.
As the Marshall family proceeded to bury its
dead, President Dedmon demonstrated deep
compassion as well as extraordinary leadership
ability that elicited genuine admiration. Funerals were held for the departed as far away as
Alabama and New Jersey, and six of the players
- whose identity was known only to God - were
interred in a common grave in Spring Hill
Cemetery in Huntington. Selected members of
the Marshall University faculty, under the direction of Dean Robert Hayes, acted as counsellors and comforters to the strickened families and their services to the bereaved were magnificent to behold!
Messages of condolence were received from
far and near. President and Mrs. Nixon were
among the first to assuage the anguish of bereavement. Perhaps never before in West Virginia
was there such a spontaneous outpouring of
compassion, emanating from every cranny of the
state. The (Buckhannon) Republican-Delta
opined that "The legislature and Board of Regents might henceforth work together more effectively to build a better system of higher education in the state"; and the editor of The Morgantown Post, in a spirit of brotherhood, inveighed against the sectionalism and provincialism that had blighted the state in the past. The
editor exhorted West Virginians henceforth to
be more cooperative than heretofore.9
Financial contributions to a memorial fund
were remitted by countless donors from every
section of the country. A benevolent Baltimore
philanthropist, Carroll Rosenbloom gave
$50,000; and there were still other donations
tendered by service clubs, church organizations,
women's groups, high school cheerleaders, professional sports teams, college and high school
athletes and by members of Congress.
One of the most magnanimous gestures of all
came from Wichita State University, an institution that had lost fourteen of its football players
in a similar accident the previous October. The
Wichita officials shared equally with Marshall
the financial contributions that accrued from a
benefit television program called "Night of the
Stars" that originated on the Wichita campus
and was broadcast over two hundred television
stations in forty-nine states.
Nor would the deceased be forgotten by gen-

erations of Marshall students yet unborn. The
lives and deeds of the victims would be immortalized in a new and modern student union building and in a memorial fountain erected in the
plaza, where a bronze plaque bears the simple
but eloquent inscription: "They shall live on in
the hearts of their families and friends forever,
and this memorial records their loss to the university and the community."

******
Jack Lengyel, who succeeded the late and lamented Rick Tolley in 1971 had been the head
coach at Wooster College (Ohio) and an assistant coach in Cornell University. Perhaps never
before in college football history had a coach
faced such a formidable challenge as confronted
Jack Lengyel. Coach Lengyel's first team,
which was an assortment of freshmen, sophomores and "walk-ons," was led by Nate Ruffin,
one of the few surviving members of the ill-fated
squad.

Bob Eshbaugh, Marshall football, 1971-74
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Memorial Fountain and the Memorial Student Center

The "Young Thundering Herd," who instantly won the affection of the entire region, received an inspiring message from President
Nixon. Moreover, the victims of the air tragedy
of the previous autumn were paid solemn tribute
in Fairfield Stadium. To the amazement and
sheer delight of the fans, the "Young Thundering Herd" upset (1971) the undefeated Bowling
Green Falcons, 12-10, when Reggie Oliver completed a screen pass to Terry Gardner. Obviously, this was a game that will long be cherished in
the annals of Marshall athletics. Nor was it the
only victory that the rookies won that season;
they also defeated Xavier University, 15-13.
The "Young Herd" outscored two ancient rivals in 1972 - the Ohio University Bobcats and
the Eagles of Morehead State. Lengyel's fledgling team scored four victories in 1973, and it
came close to winning several other contests
that season. It now seemed that the sports program at Marshall was experiencing a modest
resurgence.
There was a "changing of the guard" at the
university in 1974, when Dean Robert B. Hayes

262

succeeded to the Presidency of the institution.
Probably more so than any of his predecessors,
Dr. Hayes was an ardent supporter of the athletic program. "I am a frustrated athlete," he said.
"When the ball moves I follow it, whether it be
golf, football, basketball or tennis." 10 Dr. Hayes
had at one time been a basketball and baseball
coach in a high school in Kansas, and his love
for sports never abated. He was of the opinion
that a strong athletic program was essential if
the university was to realize all of its aspirations
during the "Decade of Progress." Hayes felt
that: "If you can't play football well, people have
a tendency to think other parts of the university
are [also] inferior ... That's why we will have to
instill quality in everything we do - in playing
football as well as in teaching math or English."11
After the Big Green lost every game, save one,
in the autumn of 1974, Coach Lengyel resigned
in December, to be succeeded by Frank Ellwood,
an Assistant Coach in Ohio University. Ellwood, who had once played the quarterback position for Woody Hayes' Ohio State Buckeyes,

received generous praise both from Coach
Hayes and from Bill Hess, the head Coach of
the Ohio University Bobcats. Ellwood was (is)
undoubtedly a man of sterling qualities of mind
and character.
Frank Ellwood's first season (1975) produced
only two victories - over Illinois State and the
Broncos - of Western Michigan. The later triumph was a homecoming game, on which occasion Marshall crowned a rather ridiculous
"male queen" to preside over the homecoming
festivities. With only two minutes and thirtyeight seconds remaining in the game against the
Broncos and with the Michiganders ahead 1914 - most of the Marshall fans had left Fairfield
Stadium. Then came one of those incredible
come-from-behind surges that makes a football
game so completely unpredictable. Ray Crisp
made a fingertip catch over his shoulder from
Larry Berkery, and when the final whistle blew,
Marshall had defeated the Western Michigan
team by a score of 21-19. The season, however,

had a baneful ending, for the Miami Redskins
scalped the Herd 50-0!

The 'Young Thundering Herd' upsets Xavier, 15-13 in the
last play of the game in the first home game after the air
crash.

Reggie Oliver, Marshall football, 1971-72-73

The fans had anticipated a winning season
during Coach Ellwood's second year (1976) at
Marshall. The Big Green started off auspiciously enough with a 21-16 revenge victory over the
Miami Redskins - the first triumph over the
Indians since 1939. The Marshall eleven subsequently triumphed over Illinois State, which was
the Herd's first victory away from home since
1973. It was in the game against the "Illini" that
a curly-haired wide receiver named John
"Fuzzy" Filliez, from New Martinsville, made
athletic history. A first quarter touchdown pass
enabled Filliez to tie the national NCAA record
of catching a pass in forty-two consecutive
games. Later in the season, in a game with
Western Michigan - which Marshall lost 53-29
- "Fuzzy" eclipsed the all-time national record
for pass receiving. It was also in 1976 - in a
homecoming game - that Ed Hamrick kicked
three field goals and, thereby, defeated the University of Dayton Flyers (9-0). Marshall re-
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John "Fuzzy" Filliez, Marshall football 1973-76

ceived some consolation that fall (1976), when
Morehead State forfeited its victory over the
Herd. The Eagles admitted having used an inelegible player. All told, it was Ellwood's best season - a record of 5-6.
Marshall had been an "independent" since its
expulsion from the Mid-American Conference
in 1969; and it was the hope of both President
Hayes and the Athletic Director, Joe McMullen, that the university might affiliate with a
conference - even if it had to organize one.
Though the schools in the Southern Conference
were farther removed from Huntington, the
West Virginia Mountaineers had for years enjoyed a happy association with the Southerners;
and some officials in the athletic office at Morgantown had come to regret the Mountaineers'
secession from the Southern Conference.
Though one of the oldest intercollegiate
ances in the nation, the colleges in the Southern
Conference (though academically respectable)

264

lacked the athletic prestige of the Mid-American institutions. Yet Marshall was more nearly
comparable in athletic prowess to the Southern
institutions. When it was announced in the
spring of 1977 that Marshall had been admitted
to the Southern Conference, Joe McMullen listed several advantages that he felt would accrue
to the university. Not only would identification
with a conference facilitate the arranging of
schedules, but McMullen said it would also inspire more "motivation" and provide "more
credibility." Furthermore, membership in the
conference would offer Marshall an opportunity
to capture a conference championship and a
possible invitation to participate in a post-season bowl game. 12 (It seemed possible, too, that
the "Southern Comfort" might have a stimulating effect upon the Thundering Herd.)
During the two seasons that Frank Ellwood
was a coach in the Conference, the Big Green
failed to win a game against any Southern Conference foe. Ellwood's record in 1977 was 2-9,
his only victories being achieved over Morehead
State and the Toledo Rockets. The Herd's sole
triumph in 1978 was again over Toledo, 17-0; yet
the contests with Chattanooga and Western
Carolina were close. Coach Ellwood resigned in
1978 in order to accept a position with a sporting goods firm in Dover, Ohio.
Frank Ellwood was succeeded in 1979 by
"Sonny" Randle, a former professional athlete,
who had played for a decade with the St. Louis
Cardinals. Randle had also been the head coach
of the University of Virginia Cavaliers, and
later he was the chief gridiron mentor in East
Carolina University. At the time of his appointment to the Marshall position in 1979, Randle
was coaching football in Massanutte Military
Academy, a preparatory school in Virginia.
During Randie's first year (1979) at Marshall,
the Big Green's only success was at the expense
of the Toledo Rockets, a team that ironically
ended the 1979 season as a co-champion of the
Mid-American Conference. In the game against
Appalachian State University - which Marshall
lost 45-7 - Ron Lear, a "walk-on" from Lexington, Kentucky, became the twelfth first-year
player in NCAA history to rush for more than
one thousand yards in a single season. Coach
Randie's first year at Marshall was marred by
alleged incidents of verbal and physical abuse of
the players inflicted by members of the coaching
staff.

2. BASKETBALL
At the same time that the Marshall football
team was playing in its first and only post-season bowl game (1948), the Big Green basketball
squad was reaping athletic honors in the Midwest. The Marshall quintet won the championship of the National Association of Intercollegiate Basketball (NAIB) in Kansas City (1947),
after having defeated Mankato State College,
(Minnesota). When the triumphant squad
alighted from the train at the Huntington station, 15,000 delirious fans shouted their hosannas! As a result of the victory in Kansas City,
Andy Tonkavich, Bill Hall and Gene James were
elected to the Little All-America Basketball
Team. (Other players on this championship
team of 1947 were "Babe" Mazza, Marvin Gutshall, Bill Toothman, Dick Erickson and Jim
Bakalis.)
The Marshall athletes went on to receive still
other honors the following year (1948-1949).
After winning the Los Angeles Invitational
Tournament, the cage men returned to Kansas
City, only to lose early on in the NAIB to San
Jose State College (California). However, Bill
Toothman established a scoring record in that
game.
Marshall would achieve still other coups on
the basketball court before Cam Henderson retired in 1955. For example, Cam's team, which
in 1952-1953 was the best in West Virginia, won
the Antlers Tournament in Elkins.
During the 1953-1954 school year, Marshall
played its first season as a member of the prestigious Mid-American Conference; and it finished the year ranking in fourth place. It was
also in 1953 that Marshall defeated Iona College (New York) in Madison Square Garden. A
New York sports writer referred to Cam Henderson as "the Old Man from the mountain who
has been coaching basketball since man came
back from the well." 13 The star of the team was a
Logan boy, Walt Walowac, who became the past
master of the fast break. Cam Henderson considered Walowac as second only to Jule Rivlin
among the basketball players whom he had
coached at Marshall. Walowac, who led the fast
break for four years, established an all-time
scoring record, totalling 1982 points in ninetyfive games, thus averaging 20.9 points per game.
Eventually, Walowac was elected to the Helms
Foundation Small College All-America Team. 14
Walowac's sleeveless green satin jersey (number

20), which was retired in 1954, was the first to
be placed on permanent display in the Shawkey
Student Union.
During Henderson's last school year (19541955) as basketball coach, the Big Green placed
second in the Mid-American Conference. Outstanding players on Cam's last team - in addition to Walowac - were Paul Underwood, Dave
Robison, Cebe Price and Charlie Slack. Price
was the highest Marshall scorer, while Slack (of
Pomeroy, Ohio) was the foremost rebounder in
the nation. Coach Henderson's last major basketball recruit was Harold Greer, a graduate of
Douglass High School in Huntington, whom
Cam selected to break the color line at Marshall. There could not have been a better choice
than "Hurrying Hal," who became one of the

Walt Walowac
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most gifted and popular athletes ever to attend
Marshall.
Coach Henderson was indisputably one of the
nation's foremost coaches of the two major
sports. His record in basketball was 357-158
(and on the gridiron 68-46-5). After his retirement in 1955, Mr. Henderson lingered on for
only a year. Wracked with a heart ailment and
diabetes, the "Old Man" died in his sleep on
May 3, 1956, while visiting his daughter in Kentucky. He was interred in his wife's hometown
of Glenville, West. Virginia. Countless tributes
have been paid to Cam Henderson. More recently the Camden Henderson Scholarship has been
awarded young men who have earned distinction
as both scholars and athletes; but undoubtedly
Cam would have been proudest of the Henderson
Center, scheduled to be dedicated on the Marshall campus in 1981.
The man that Henderson chose to succeed
him as basketball coach was the little AllAmerican star, the incomparable and indominable Jule Rivlin of Wheeling. Jule was somehow
fated to return to the scenes of his early tirumphs. Rivlin's "salad days" as a coach at his
alma mater were from 1955 to 1958. His cage
men won the Mid-American title in 1956, but
were defeated by the Morehead Eagles in the
first round of the NCAA Tournament. The Big
Green ranked second in the Mid-American Conference in 1957, and the following year the Marshall squad was selected as the leading offensive

team in the nation. Coach Rivlin attributed most
of his success to the "cooperation" that prevailed among his players, but others felt that it
was Jule's "set weaving offense" that so often
frustrated the opposition.
Charlie Slack continued to establish records
as an exceptional rebounder; and Leo Byrd, a
preacher's son from Huntington, was a consensus All-American selection, and later Marshall's first All-American athlete. Leo was also
a member of the Mid-American Conference
team in 1957-1958, and ultimately he became
one of five Marshall athletes to be elected to the
West Virginia Sportswriters' Hall of Fame. (In
addition to Coach Henderson, the other players
were Frank Gatski, Hal Greer, Jackie Hunt and
Jule Rivlin.)
"Hurrying Hal" Greer was a member of the
Mid-American Conference team in 1957-1958;
also in that year he was an indispensible member of the nation's leading offensive team. Hal
would in time join the Philadelphia '76ers,
where he posted records that are still unsurpassed. Greer's hometown was generous in eulogizing him! Mayor R. 0. Robertson proclaimed
September 25, 1966 as "Hal Greer Day," and
the Huntington City Council in 1978 decreed
that Sixteenth Street be renamed "Hal Greer
Boulevard," a thoroughfare that leads past Hal's
alma mater.
The Marshall quintet ranked second in the
Mid-American Conference for two consecutive

Henderson Center
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Jule Rivlin, Basketball Coach

Co-Captain Hal Greer, Marshall basketball 1955-58

years (1957-1958), but because of a conference
ruling Marshall rejected in 1958 an invitation to
play in the National Invitational Tournament
(NIT) in New York. It was during this "golden
era" of Marshall basketball that Cebe Price
joined the Syracuse professional team, and as
indicated above, Leo Byrd became Marshall's
first All-American player. Other indispensible
players of that period were "Sonny" Allen, John
Milhoan and Ivan Mielke.
During his tenure as basketball coach at Marshall, Jule Rivlin won a hundred games and lost
eighty-eight. "Riv's" teams began losing excessively in 1959, and in 1963 he was succeeded by
Ellis Johnson, a former Morehead State coach,
who had previously been an All-American basketball player at the University of Kentucky.
Johnson had made athletic history, of a sort,
since he had been the first player at Kentucky to
score a point under the fabulous Adolph Rupp.
It took Ellis Johnson's "Big Green Machine"

four years to realize its potential. In fact, Marshall won only one conference game and three
others during the 1964-1965 season - the poorest ever; but with the coming of George Stone,
Bob Allen, Bob Redd, Dan D' Antoni and Jim
Davidson, the period from 1966 to 1968 was the
most successful biennium for Marshall in more
than a decade. Ranking second in the MidAmerican Conference in 1966-1967, the Marshall team - for the first time - played in the
National Invitational Tournament in Madison
Square Garden. Coach Johnson's men defeated
Villanova, and in a game with the University of
Nebraska - which was nationally televised George Stone set a single-game scoring record
for Marshall. But in the semi-finals, Marshall
lost to Marquette, and in the consolation game
with Rutgers University, the Big Green was
again defeated. The following year, 1967-1968,
Marshall again was the "runner-up" in the MidAmerican Conference, and for the second time
the Herd played in the Garden, but was defeated
- after two overtimes - by St. Peter's College,
New Jersey. (The score was 102-93.)
Interest in all phases of athletics at Marshall
was relatively subdued during the administrations of Presidents Nelson and Barker. This
listless attitude toward sports can partly be attributed to the revelation of athletic scandals in
1969 and the irresistible "craze to rage" on the
part of many students. Subsequently, the air-
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George Stone, Marshall basketball 1965-68, former ABA
player, 3rd in career scoring - 1,723

Russell Lee, Marshall basketball 1969-72, Leading career
scoring average 23.9 per game; All-American 1972

plane tragedy of 1970 cast a pall over the entire
community for some time to come.
The Marshall Memorial Invitational Tournament of 1970 brought to the Field House Iowa
State, Ole Miss and Holy Cross. As in the past
encounters, Marshall won this contest; and Russell Lee, who was declared the "most valuable
player," received the Hagley-Proctor trophy.
(This accolade commemorates Doctors Ray
Hagley and "Pete" Proctor, victims of the air
tragedy, who had been responsible for initiating
the invitational tournament in 1967.) Russell
Lee, during his three years at Marshall, scored a
total of 1815 points and, thus, ranks second only
to Walt Walowac in Marshall basketball history.
Under the proficient guidance of Carl Tacy,
the basketball team enjoyed a banner season in
1971-1972 (23-3). In one weekly Associated
Press Poll, the Big Green was ranked eighth in
the nation - the highest rating ever accorded a

Marshall cage team. Not only did the squad
triumph in the National Invitational Tournament, but it subsequently upset St. John's College of New York City, in which game Randy
Noll was voted the most valuable player. Though
Marshall lost to Marquette University in the
Milwaukee Classic that season, Randy Noll,
Mike D'Antoni and Russell Lee were elected to
the all-tournament team. Tacy's team was invited in 1973 to the NCAA Tournament in Las
Cruces, New Mexico, where it was defeated 112101 by Southwest Louisiana University, a
school that was later investigated by the NCAA
and placed on probation because it had used an
ineligible player.
Coach Tacy resigned in 1972 and accepted the
head coaching position in Wake Forest University, where his teams could participate in the
formidable Atlantic Coast Conference. Tacy
was supplanted at Marshall by Bob Daniels of
Kentucky Wesleyan College. Daniels, a native

of eastern Kentucky, had played under the
famed coach, Ed Diddle, at Western.Kentucky
University in Bowling Green. Daniels had enjoyed an unusually successful tenure at Kentucky Wesleyan College at Owensboro, and his
good fortune accompanied him for two years as
coach of the Marshall team. During his first
season (1972-1973) his record was 20-6; and he
accompanied his athletes to the National Invitational Tournament in New York, where they
succumbed to Fairfield University of Connecticut. The following year (1973-1974), Coach
Daniel's "Unheard of Herd" surprised the entire community when they actually won the first
twelve of thirteen games.
Subsequently, Bob Daniels was plagued with
serious disciplinary problems and a "bad attitude" on the part of the players. Marshall lost
the Memorial Invitational Tournament to Xavier in 1975, and shortly thereafterward the Herd
was defeated 118-62 by DePaul University (of
Chicago), the most humiliating defeat in the
history of Marshall basketball. In general, it

Mike D'Antoni, Marshall basketball 1970-73

was the most unsuccessful season (1975-1976)
for the Herd in six years.
Though Coach Daniel's team, in 1976, lost the
Marshall Invitational Tournament, Carlos
"Bunny" Gibson won 60.8% of the floor shots
and, thus, surpassed Hal Greer's record. Daniel's resignation in the spring of 1977 was
prompted by excessive defeats, the hostile attitude of the fans and by poor attendance at the
games. Furthermore, Coach Daniels felt that a
new coach might be more successful, as Marshall made its debut in the Southern Athletic
Conference. Always a gentleman, Bob Daniels
now proved that, "he could resign under pressure with grace." 15
A replacement for Coach Daniels was found
at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. The
man selected was Stuart Aberdeen, who had
been the assistant to Ray Mears in coaching the
Tennessee Volunteers. A Canadian by birth, Stu
Aberdeen had produced excellent teams at Acadia University in Nova Scotia. Known chiefly as
an exceptionally skillful recruiter of famous
Tennessee athletes, the "Little Professor" had
written a popular sports book entitled The Winning Edge in Basketball. A man of ebullient
spirit and cascading energy - enthusiastic, volatile and highly emotional - Stu Aberdeen was
graciously received in Huntington, where he
quickly ingratiated himself with a large segment
of the student body and alumni.
It had been no secret that athletic relations
between Marshall and West Virginia University
had originally been severed because of a personal feud that had existed between Cam Henderson and Roy "Legs" Hawley. When Hawley was
the Athletic Director at Marshall, he and Cam
had not been on amicable terms. When "Legs"
later became the Athletic Director of the Mountaineers, the two men failed to effect a reconciliation, and as a result athletic relations between
the two schools remains estranged. But in 1977
a new day was a-dawning! The Marshall Memorial Invitational Tournament was abandoned, to
be superseded by the West Virginia Basketball
Classic, in which Marshall and West Virginia
University would act as co-hosts. For the first
time in forty-seven years, the Thundering Herd
and the Mountaineers encountered each other
(1978) in the Coliseum at Morgantown: Many
followers of the Herd arrived in Morgantown
wearing T-shirts adorned with ft picture of the
Mountaineer Coliseum labelled "The House the
Herd Filled." The historic game was played be-
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fore a near-capacity crowd of 14,000 fans, and
many others saw it on statewide television.
Though Marshall was defeated by West Virginia University 80-73 (and previously by Morris
Harvey College), Coach Aberdeen's first season
at Marshall was, nevertheless, considered to
have been reasonably successful. During the
1977-1978 season, "Bunny" Gibson revised the
NCAA record for foul shooting (94.4% or 84 of
89); and in the Chattanooga game Gibson established a Marshall scoring record of fifty points
gained in a single game. Ranking third in the
Southern Conference, the Marshall players
were invited to the finals in Roanoke, Virginia,
where they finally succumbed to the Paladins of
Furman University.
Coach Aberdeen, in the summer of 1978, instituted on the Marshall campus a basketball
clinic, which undoubtedly served as a valuable
training school for a large number of high
school athletes who came from several states.
Since the enterprise proved financially profitable to the sponsors, this partly accounts for the
loud protestations against the clinic; and, as a
result, Coach Aberdeen arranged to remove the
basketball school the following year to Kentucky Christian College in Grayson, Kentucky.
Aberdeen's second and final year at Marshall
(1978-1979) proved to be less than successful,
though he continued to be popular with the fans.
The entire community was shocked and aggrieved in June, 1979, when it was learned that
Coach Aberdeen had succumbed to a heart attack while on a vacation in Florida. Though he
was buried in Knoxville, a memorial service was
held in Huntington at St. John's Episcopal
Church. Only the passing of time would assuage
the anguish of grief felt by throngs of his admirers. "Stu" Aberdeen left a legacy built on expert
recruiting, which would certainly redound to the
benefit of his successor. It can verily be said that
Aberdeen's motto was: "A past to remember ...
a future to mold." 17 Almost immediately, the
administration appointed Bob Zuffelato, the Assistant Coach, to succeed Stu Aberdeen. Once
again, the Marshall team went to the finals in
Roanoke (1980), but for a second time it succumbed to the Paladins of Furman University.

******
One of the more surprising athletic developments in recent years has been the revival of
women's intercollegiate basketball contests. As
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Marshall coach Stu Aberdeen in action against West Virginia (1977-78)

stated in an earlier chapter, the partial emancipation of women - beginning with the Woman
Suffrage Amendment of 1920 - resulted in greater feminine participation in sports programs
throughout the country. During the decade of
the 1920's Marshall coeds actively engaged in
intercollegiate athletic contests, yet beginning
in 1930 an inveterate prejudice against women
athletes was perceptible on all campuses. It was
frequently alleged by college administrators that
women's sports programs would inevitably acquire some of the odium that had besmirched
men's athletic programs. Furthermore, athletic
women were deemed to be mannish and uncharismatic. Mothers often told their daughters that:
"No one wants to marry the center on a girls'
basketball team." 18 At Marshall University - as
in most institutions - there were simply no funds
with which to defray the cost of an intercollegiate sports program for coeds.
Then how can one explain the universal
change in attitude toward the distaff side of
college athletics? The poor showing of American women in the Olympic Games was deemed
an affront to the national vanity, and as a result,
the United States created an Olympic Women's

Advisory Board. Moreover, President Kennedy's
Council on Physical Fitness brought about a
recrudescence of interest in physical education
for women. (It will be recalled that Nina Hatfield, a Marshall coed, had been chosen in 1963
as Miss Physical Fitness of the United States.)
Even more of an impetus to the revival of women's sports was the women's rights movement,
which was influential in enacting Title IX of the
Educational Amendment Act of 1972, which
forbids discrimination in the allocation of Federal funds for collegiate athletics. 19
On the Marshall University campus several
instructors of women's physical education were
primarily responsible for the revival of interest
in women's intercollegiate sports. Alta Gaynor
was an early proponent of women's participation in sports; and Miss Gaynor's heir, Dr.
Dorothy Hicks, was made the Associate Athletic Director in the university, to serve with Joe
McMullen. Dr. Hicks vigorously championed a
restoration of women's intercollegiate athletics, and Donna Lawson, as coach of the "Green
Gals," developed the foremost women's basketball program in the state. Coach Lawson's teams
consist of "bright, attractive and versatile girls"
- not all of whom are physical education majors.
The "Green Gals" have successfully challenged
teams from such major schools as Ohio University and the Universities of Tennessee, Kentucky and West Virginia. The permanance of
the sports program for coeds seems to be assured, s ince Ma rshall University has increased
the students' activity fee, the revenue from
which adequately defrays the expense for the
operation. 10
It is worthy of mention that the adult fitness
program in Marshall University is one of the
most symmetrically developed curricula in the
country. 21
The athletic facilities at the university have
been dramatically improved during President
Hayes' "Decade of Progress." In 1975 an eightlane, all-weather oval track and field facility

was built in accordance with NCAA standards.
There are areas designated for broad jump, high
jump, pole vault, shot-put, discus and javelin
throwing. Already, a number of intercollegiate
contests have been waged on the Marshall
track. 22
The most costly building ever constructed on
the Marshall campus is the new $18,000,000
multiple-purpose sports arena - to be christened
Henderson Center. This magnificent structure
will contain an eleven-thousand seat basketball
arena and a natatorium capable of accommodating eight hundred spectators. The building will
also consist of six gymnasia, teaching stations,
physical education classrooms, intramural
sports facilities, a dance studio and offices for
the athletic department and the Department of
Health, Physical Education and Recreation.
Moreover, the adjacent Gullickson Hall, which
will be incorporated into the complex, will undergo renovations totalling nearly $1,000,000.

******
During the three and a-half decades that have
elapsed since the Second-World War, the Marshall athletic establishment has presented a configuration of alternating mountain peak and
valleys - of triumph and tragedy. 23 Ex tending
verticall y from the very acme of euphoria to the
depths of despair the sports program ha reveled in its moments of ecs tasy and yet it had
endured traumatic experiences perhaps unprecedented in collegiate athletic history. But as
stated earlier in this book, since athletics is
congenial with the mountaineers' concept of
courage and stamina, Marshall University - in
the years ahead - will continue to inculcate manly qualities in its youth. As William Faulkner
declared when he accepted the Nobel Prize:
"The United States will prevail." Is it assuming
too much to predict that Marshall athletics will
also prevail?
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CHAPTER XII
CONCLUSIONS

Marshall University, like a number of other
educational institutions, evolved from a nineteenth century academy that purported to bring
the amenities of civilization to the American
frontier. While the mortality rate for academies
was high, Marshall survived the rigors of time
and place largely because of material support
rendered by the Southern Methodist Church
and subsequently by the new State of West Virginia, which designated the school as the major
center for the training of pedagogues.
The foremost educator affiliated with the
Marshall Normal School was Lawrence J. Corbly, who for nineteen years served as the chief
administrator of the institution. President Corbly, an extremely versatile and intuitive educational statesman, assisted the school in acquiring the habiliments of a college of junior standing. Particularly did Corbly raise the general
academic standards of the institution.
The evolution of Marshall College, since it
became a degree-granting institution in 1920,
was in one important respect not typical of other
modern-day regional universities that also derived from the matrix of a normal school. Marshall College was different, in that simultaneously with the establishment of a four-year
teachers college, Marshall was also empowered
by the legislature to create a College of Arts and
Sciences, the faculty of which was trained in the
sciences and humanities, rather than in teachertraining disciplines. Marshall, nonetheless, was
akin to her sister institutions that had a similar
origin, since it did maintain a well-balanced
program in teacher education. Recognized widely for the quality of its graduates, the teachers
college had become by 1960 one of the ten largest teacher-training institutions in the United
States; and a decade later, it received the highest
encomium that can be conferred by the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education.
Though lacking such professional schools as
medicine and law, Marshall - to a remarkable
degree - served the state and nation in both war
and peace. Its contribution to the national effort
in the Second World War was appropriately
recognized by Federal authorities. In time of
peace, Marshall engineers consistently acquitted themselves admirably before the State Licensing Board, and later they served in responsible technical and executive positions with industrial firms, particularly in the tri-state area.
Journalism graduates went on to win a Pulitzer
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Prize and to attain high positions of trust with
the national press associations and with several
of the foremost magazines and newspapers. cientists, who received their basic training at
Marshall, later joined the Atomic Energy Commission, private resea rch foundations, university facilities and, indeed, one alumnus succeeded
to the Deanship of Dental Surgery in a major
medical center. Several alumni became the chief
administrative officers of such institutions as
the University of Houston and New Mexico
Highlands University. Two scores of students
trained in the social sciences at Marshall now
teach in such institutions as Duke and Texas
Tech, and in the Universities of Pennsylvania,
Maine and Connecticut. An alumnus of the History Department was appointed the first Executive Secretary of the National Endowment for
the Humanities.
The faculty of Marshall University has been
more distinguished than the limited financial
resources of the institution would seem to have
warranted. Marshall scientists have helped to
halt the desert creep in French West Africa
(Mauretania), and they have improved agricultural methods in Latin America. They have analyzed the flora and fauna of the tropical rain
forests of Costa Rica and Puerto Rico. Marshall
men of science have studied the natural phenomena of West Virginia from the Cranberry Glades
and Spruce Knob to the valley of the ancient
Teays River. Marshall linguists have translated
the works of Jose Rizal, and they have published
scholarly studies of Thomas Mann and George
Santayana. A social scientist on the faculty
served the League of Nations in Geneva, while
two others were elected to Congress. Several
social scientists have published college textbooks, while a sociologist contributed materially to writing the legislation known as President
Johnson's "War on Poverty." Marshall Professors have girdled the globe, as they lectured
from Pugwash to Peshawar and from Korea to
Kurachi. Moreover, they have served as visiting
instructors in colleges and universities from
New York to California. Marshall musicians
have performed with the leading ensembles in
the nation, and they have been invited to perform at musical festivals from Interlochen to
Aspen.
President Corbly once said that the students
at Marshall College were "too scholarly." There
were, of course, lapses in their commitment to
scholarship, yet during the decade of the 1960's

- which was coeval with the creation of an honors program at the college - Marshall students
of that era did win more national scholarships
and fellowships than did students in any other
institution in West Virginia. The recipients of
ten Woodrow Wilson fellowships and eight Fulbright scholarships, perhaps no institution of
comparable standing anywhere eclipsed that
scholastic achievement. Furthermore, Marshall
students have almost invariably acquitted themselves well in the graduate and professional
schools of the foremost universities.
Since the Second World War, Marshall has
been actively involved in fostering international
educational programs. A Professor of Political
Science was, for two decades, the coordinator of
a Federal program that resulted in the naturalization of nearly a thousand immigrants. While
Marshall professors were teaching abroad, at
the same time scores of foreign students were
studying on the campus. These included engineers from India, a black administrative intern
from the University of Nigeria and Fulbright
scholars from Germany. For nearly two decades,
students from every continent came to the campus to participate in an "experiment in international living."
While Marshall was acting as host to international scholars, the college was, at the same
time, integrating the American black student.
So uneventful was Marshall's compliance with
Federal judicial decrees that most people on the
campus were hardly aware that the historical
transition had taken place. Though a few prickly racial problems presented themselves later,
they did not prove to be insoluble.
It is now very difficult to visualize the fierce
internecine struggle that Marshall waged a generation ago in order to convince a sectionallyminded legislature that Marshall College had
"reached a degree of complexity and educational eminence that clearly [removed] it from the
college class." While the attainment of university status (1961) was of vital importance to the
institution, it is even more significant that the
new designation did not prove to be an "empty
gesture" or a "hollow victory." Witness the proliferation of reputable schools of medicine,
nursing, science, liberal arts, business, education and journalism. Since the prime responsibility of a respectable university is to foster pure
research, Marshall has also "come of age." Creative scholarship has been subsidized by the
Marshall Foundation, as well as by the universi-

ty administration. Moreover, liberal stipends
have been procured from corporate enterprises,
private foundations and from such Federal agencies as the National Endowment for the Humanities and the National Science Foundation.
Marshall University has been a patron and a
purveyor of both the fine arts and scholarly lectures. Even in the early days of Presidents Corbly and Woodley, the college displayed an interest in presenting to the students personages of
national celebrity. However, it was not until the
Centennial year (1937) that a fully matured Artists Series was inaugurated. In conjunction with
the college theater and the Department of Music, the cultural programs sponsored by the institution have been unsurpassed.
The athletic programs at the university have
inevitably experienced periods of alternating
success and failure. On the gridiron, the Big
Green teams have, at intervals, won the championship in the old Buckeye League and bested
all the OVC rivals in 1949. Nearly a score of the
Thundering Herdsmen have become professional football players, and a surprising number have
established NCAA records.
On the basketball court Marshall athletes
have been even more successful. Twice a contender in the National Association of Intercollegiate Basketball tournament (NAIB) and thrice
a guest of the National Invitational Tournament
(NIT) in New York, the Big Green cage men
have also won the conference title in both the
Buckeye and Mid-American Conferences. Several of the athletes have distinguished themselves in professional basketball, and one of the
cage men became Marshall's only All-American
athlete; likewise, a number of the basketball
players earned membership in the West Virginia Sportswriters' Hall of Fame.
The intramural sports program has been for a
half a century one of the largest in the nation,
and the Department of Safety Education in the
university has been a pioneer in its field. In
recent years the women's intercollegiate sports
program has been widely acclaimed, while the
Marshall curriculum in adult physical fitness is
reputed to be exemplary.
The physical expansion of the school has been
painfully slow. Beginning in a one-room log
house in 1837, the college consisted of no more
than two buildings when it became a degreegranting institution in 1920. The Morrow Library, built in 1930, was the most imposing
building constructed during the Shawkey era.
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Subsequently, federal aid programs of the New
Deal period made possible two residence halls
and the Albert Gallatin Jenkins Laboratory
School. The Second World War precluded further construction for several years, before a science building was dedicated in 1950. Seventeen
years would elapse before an additional classroom facility was made available, with the completion of the Smith Academic Center in 1967.
The physical plant has in recent years taken on
the profile of what Thomas Jefferson would call
"an academic village," what with a remodeled
library, a modern student union, a cluster of new
residence halls, several additional classroom
buildings and an $18,000,000 sports complex.
A half century ago a leading American educator, Dr. R. M. Binnion, wrote that "Marshall
College is undeniably one of the great examples
of the tremendous metamorphosis of the oldtime
normal school." One can easily opine what Binnion's reaction would be could he bear witness
to Marshall University today!
Men and women, through the ages, have paid
fealty to family, nationality, religious sect and,
indeed, to institutions of learning that nurtured
their intellect. The scholar who chronicles the
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accomplishments of a college has often been
able to instill an inveterate pride and loyalty on
the part of those who imbibed wisdom at the
footstools of its professors. "Sons and daughters
of Marshall" - standing at the warp and weft of
time - have been able to weave a seamless tapestry.
Since the historian looks toward the past,
rather than the future, he is aware that the lesson to be learned from a study of the past is that
history is prologue to the future. Clio, the goddess of history, teaches us not so much what to
do, but what not to do in the years ahead. History is the compass and the sextant for the educational mariner when he finds himself buffeted
on a stormy sea. Those people who have such a
crick in their neck that it pains them to look
backward may, indeed, be forced to repeat the
mistakes of the past.
The purpose of the author has been to do what
Dr. Samuel Johnson told the man who came to
paint his portrait: "Paint the warts as well as the
dimples." Fortunately, there have been far more
dimples than warts - more triumphs than failures - in the 143 years since John Laidley established a school in a log house near Guyandotte.
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)
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) ...... . .. ..... . . . .
The Reverend H. (or W. B.) McFarland )
W. R. Boyer .. . .... .... .... .. . ... . ............. . ......
Benjamin H. Thackston ... . .. . .. . .. ... .. ......... ......
The Reverend Mr. Brown
)
D. W. Thrush
) ..................
The Reverend Staunton Field
)
Salina Mason
)
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James Beauchamp Clark .. . . . . ........... . ........... ...
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W. J. Kenny . ... . . . ........ ..... . ........ .. . . . . . . .. ...
Thomas E. Hodges .. .. . . . . . .. .. . .......... .. . . . ..... ...
Lawrence J. Corbly .. ......... . ... . .. .. ......... . .... ...
Oscar I. Woodley ... ...... .. . .. . .. .. .. . . ...... ...... . ..
Frederick R. Hamilton ............................... ...
Morris P. Shawkey .. .............. .. .. ....... . ...... .. .
James E. Allen .... .. .................... ... . ........ .. .
John D. Williams ... .......... ... ............ . . . .... ...
Stewart H. Smith . .. ................................ . . .

1868-1871
1871-1872
1872-1873
1873-1874
1874-1881
1881-1884
1884-1886 COLLEGE
1886-1896
1868-1961
1896-1915
1915-1919
1919-1923
1923-1935
1935-1942
1942-1946
1946-1968 UNIVERSITY
1961-

ACADEMY
1838-1867

1850-1854
1854-1858
1858-1860
1861-1867

Roland H. Nelson, Jr. . ..... ... ................ .. . . ..... 1968-1970
John G. Barker ..... . . .............. . . . .. . . . .. . .... .... 1971-1974
Robert B. Hayes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1974 to present

2. VICE PRESIDENTS-ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
1962-1965
1965-1967
1968-1971
1971-1972
1972-1975
1976-1977
1977-1978
1979 to
present
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Harold E. Walker
J. Stewart Allen
A. Mervin Tyson
Donald N. Dedmon
William K. Easley
A. Mervin Tyson
Noel J. Richards
Olen E. Jones, Jr., Provost

3. VICE PRESIDENTS-BUSINESS AND FINANCE
1962-1971
1971-1979
1979 to
present

Joseph S. Soto
Joseph C. Peters
Michael F. Thomas

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADMINISTRATION
1977 to present

Karl J. Egnatoff

4. TEACHERS COLLEGE - DEANS*
1920-1935
1935-1945
1945-1946
1947-1964
1965-1974
1974-1977
1977-1978
1978 to present

James B. Shouse
Otis G. Wilson
Stewart H. Smith
D. Banks Wilburn
Robert B. Hayes
Bernard Queen
Jack Jervis (interim)
Philip J. Rusche

* Name of College changed to COLLEGE OF EDUCATION in 1973

5. DEANS OF ARTS AND SCIENCES *
1924-1929
1929-1939
1939-1945
1945-1967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970
1970-1971
1971-1977

Robert J. Largent
William E. Greenleaf
Elsworth V. Bowers
J. Frank Bartlett
A. Mervin Tyson
Donald N. Dedmon
Edward Collins, Jr.
J. Harvey Saunders
George J. Harbold

* Title changed to Dean of Liberal Arts (See Item No. 13) in 1977.

6. DEANS-GRADUATE SCHOOL
1948-1964
1964-1972
1972-1974
1975 to present

Arvil E. Harris
John R. Warren
Herman N. Wei II
Paul D. Stewart
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7. DEAN-COLLEGE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
1960-1971
A.E. Mccaskey
(Merged with College of Business 1972)

8. DEANS-COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
1969-1973
1973-1977
1978 to present

R. W. Morell
L. Aubrey Drewry
Sara E. Anderson

9. DEANS-SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
1974-1976
1976 to present

Robert C. Parlett, M.D.
Robert W. Coon, M.D.

10. DEANS-COMMUNITY COLLEGE
1975-1976
1976 to present

Robert 0. Hatton
Paul D. Hines

11. DEANS-SCHOOL OF NURSING
1978-1979
1980-

Virginia 0. Allen
Phyllis F. Higley

12. DEAN-COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
1976 to present

Edward S. Hanrahan

13. DEANS-COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
1977-1980
1980-

George J. Harbold
Alan B. Gould

14. DIRECTOR-SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM
1978 to present
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Deryl R. Leaming

15. SOCIAL DEANS
DEAN OF MEN
1936
1936-1938
1938-1942
1942-1945
1946-1949
1949-1953
1953-1961
1961-1962
1962-1964
1964-1967

Peter A. Carmichael
John T. Krumpelmann
Kenneth K. Loemker
Leslie M. Davis
Lester G. Brailey
Darold Shutt
Harold E. Willey
David Kirk
Stanley A. Shaw
John E. Shay*

DEAN OF WOMEN
1920-1924
1924-1931
1931-1933
1933-1942
1942-1966

Otta Mae Fisher
Amanda Lee Beaumont
Frances E. Napier
Lee Fairchild Bacon
Lillian- H. Buskirk**

*Title changed to Dean of Students in 1966
**Title changed to Associate Dean in 1966
1967-1969
1969-1971
1972-1977
1977-1979
1979-1980
1980-

Olen E. Jones, Jr., Dean of Student Affairs
C. W. Curris, Dean of Student Personnel Programs
Richard G. Mund, Vice President for Student Affairs
Richard G. Fisher, Vice President for Student Affairs
Kenneth E. Blue, (interim) Vice President for Student Affairs
Note: Title changed to Dean of Student Affairs in 1980
Nell C. Bailey, Dean of Student Affairs
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16. MARSHALL FACULTY SINCE 1920.
This listing was compiled from sources available in the Marshall University Archives, including
records from the Provost's office, faculty directories, college catalogues and schedules of courses.
Because of the incomplete nature of some of the records, errors are sure to occur.
Some omissions were arbitrary. Part-time faculty, faculty who did not complete a full academic
year, clinical faculty in the Medical School, athletic staff who did not hold academic rank, and
administrators whose tenure did not include significant teaching responsibilities were excluded, when
it was possible to determine such cases from the existing records.
Inclusive dates of appointment are shown, with the first and last years of appointment given; no
attempt was made to distinguish continuous service from discontinuous service. Married women are
listed with the surname under which they last taught at Marshall University.
Abbas, Jabir
Abbott, Revonda
Aberle, Roland
Abrams, Robert
Absher, Roberta
Adams, Charles
Addicott, Harold
Adkins, Dean
Adkins, Elmer
Adkins, Howard
Adkins, Janice
Adkins, Jimmie
Adkins, Joan
Adkins, Julia
Adkins, Neal
Adkins, Richard
Adkins, Roger
Adkins, Roma
Aeh, Lorraine
Agee, Frank
Akinsemoyin, Mutiu
Akkihal, Ramchandra
Aldred, Francis
AI-Gailani, Ghazi
Alexander, Mary Jane
Alexander, Phillip
Alexander, Robert
Alexander, William
Allen, Earline
Allen, Thomas
Allen, William
Allen, Virginia
Almalel, Corazon
Alsip, Jonathon
Ambrose, Kenneth
Ambrose, Sharon
Amick, Edith Wilson
Amick, Owen
Amos, John
Anderson, Eugene
Anderson, Ramona
Anderson, Sara
Angel, Robert
Angier, M. Estelle
Araza, Leonard
Arbaugh, Lawrence
Ardinger, Bruce
Arhelger, Homer
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Political Science
Physical Education
Business Administration
Accounting
English
Sociology
Geography
Biological Science
Criminal Justice
Geography
Nursing
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
English
Education
Accounting
Engineering
Economics
Home Economics
Nursing
Psychology
Management
Economics
History
Journalism
Physical Education
Chemistry
Management
Political Science
Art
Vocational/Technical Education
Physical Education
Nursing
Modern Languages
Psychology
Sociology
Nursing
Lab School/Education
Art
Legal Assisting
Management
Home Economics
Business Administration
Education
Physical Education
Sociology
Business Administration
English
Education

19621970-1972
1964-1969
1972-1973
1966-1967
1971-1973
1928-1929
19721974-1976
19701972-1977
197819631950-1952
19691966-1973
1967-1968
1968-1970
1975-1978
1963-1964
1975-1976
196819671971-1972
1929-1932
1977-1978
19691961-1963
19701971-1979
1962-1965
197819701970-1978
197519761913-1955
1967-1970
197919791977196619761925-1926
1970-1973
1956-1961
19711962-

Ariail, Thomas
Armstrong, Donald
Arnold, George
Aserinsky, Eugene
Ash, Stanley
Asher, Mary
Ashford, William
Ault, Donald
Aupperle, Kenneth
Auston, John
Azar, Louis

Military Science
Lab School
Journalism
Physiology
Biological Science
Nursing
Marketing
Physical Education
Management
Speech
Chemistry

1958-1962
1959-1961
1968197619561967-1977
19701967-1968
1975-1977
1946-1947
1949-1951

Babb, Daniel
Backus, Dencil
Baeumler, Howard
Bailey, Alan
Bailey, Frederick
Bailey, Louise
Baker, Elaine
Baker, Gladyce
Baker, James
Baker, James 0.
Baker, John
Baker, Minnie
Baker, Virginia
Ball, Chester
Ballard, Mary Alice
Balshaw, Paul
Balsmeier, Philip
Barba, Harry
Barber, Bill J.
Barbour, Richard
Barker, Addison
Barker, Elizabeth
Barker, Lawrence
Barnard, William
Barnes, J. E. R.
Barnett, C. Robert
Barnett, Martin D.
Barnum, Eugene
Barone, Marian
Barrett, Mary
Barron, James
Barrows, David
Bartlett, J. Frank
Bass, Eddie
Bassett, Brenda
Bateman, Mildred
Battiste, Cynthia
Battistini, Midori
Bauer, Daryll
Bauserman, Thomas
Baxter, Curtis
Bay, Bertha
Bean, Kenneth
Beard, Richard
Beasley, Michael
Beatty, William
Beaumont, Anne
Beaver, Diane
Beck, Lloyd
Becker, Henry
Beckerman, Jay
Beech, Elizabeth
Behnke, John

Chemistry
Speech
Mathematics
Geology
Chemistry
English
Psychology
Spanish
History
Military Science
English
Education
English
Journalism
Mathematics
Music
Management
English
Military Science
Music
English
Nursing
Counseling/Rehabilitation
Military Science
Physical Education
Physical Education
Chemistry
Military Science
Physical Education
Lab School
Mathematics
Computer Science
Chemistry
Music
Nursing
Psychiatry
Pediatrics
Sociology
Education
Mathematics
English
Commerce
Psychology
Education
English
Journalism
English
Education
Philosophy
Geography /Geology
Journalism
Sociology
Sociology

197219781954-1955
19711975196119721958-1960
1930-1931
1964-1965
19761948-1949
1927-1928
1947-1951
1956-1959
196519721968-1970
19771969-1974
1950-1952
197719701967-1968
1922-1926
19721959-1962
1953-1956
1965-1967
1936-1937
1946-1963
19751932-1967
1964-1968
1975197719781967-1970
197019551936-1972
1929-1931
1940-1941
1948-1952
1969-1974
19781959-1961
1967-1968
1934-1965
1925-1926
1974-1975
19781947-1948
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Behrens, John
Heights, David
Beistel, Donald
Belknap, Larry
Bell, Howard
Belshe, Robert
Belu, George
Benecke, Herman
Benner, Harley
Bennett, Grace
Bentz, Willard
Berg, Lucy
Bergin, Samuel
Bergquist, Eugene
Berry, Helen
Berryman, Charlotte
Bertram, Oriana
Bias, Charles
Bickley, Aubrey
Bilbo, Queenie
Billings, Charles
Binder, Frank
Bird, Margaret
Bird, Melvin
Bishop, Thomas
Bisignano, Dominic
Blankenship, Earl
Blankenship, Martha
Blann, Robert
Blatter, Alfred
Bleau, Edward
Blesi, Marius
Bliese, John
Blumberg, Allen
Boggs, Everett
Bonar, Carl
Bonnett, Richard
Booth, Richard
Borland, Helen
Bosch, F. W.
Bottino, Michael
Bowden, Henry
Bowers, Elsworth
Bowers, Stella
Brace, Robert
Bracker, Jeffrey
Bradley, Robert
Brady, Joseph
Bragonier, Arthur
Bragonier, Dorothy
Brandon, John
Brenner, William
Bridges, Lamar
Briggs, Harrison
Bringle, Jerald
Brisley, Donald
Britton, Robert
Broh, Hite Compton
Bromley, N. Paul
Broughman, Linda
Brown, Allen
Brown, Alvis
Brown, Barbara Stickman
Brown, Earl
Brown, Frederick
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Journalism
Commerce
Chemistry
Physical Education
Music
Medicine
Physical Education
Chemistry
Education
Home Economics
Community Medicine
Modern Languages
Military Science
Science
Lab School
Physical Education
Nursing
History
Psychology
English
Speech
Biological Science
Biological Science
Geology
Management
English
Education
Home Economics
Journalism
Music
Economics
English
Speech
Education
Military Science
Lab School
Geology
Geography
Commerce
Bible
Geology
Military Science
Psychology
Psychology
Physiology
Management
Anatomy
Social Studies
Mathematics
Lab School/Mathematics
Sociology
Speech
Journalism
Physical Education
English
Criminal Justice
Geography
Speech
Finance
Marketing
English
Physical Education
English
Geography
Commerce

1963-1965
1928-1935
1966-1968
19721964-1967
19781967-1968
1969-1970
1962-1966
196519751966-1968
1960-1965
1958-1959
1938-1939
1927-1966
196719671941-1943
1921-1924
1965-1969
197119701967-1968
19691963-1965
1949-1954
19611968-1970
1966-1969
1970-1972
1938-1947
1976-1978
1958-1967
1960-1962
1923-1925
19681969-1972
1931-1936
1927-1929
1969-1971
1967-1969
1924-1945
1928-1947
1977-1978
1976-1977
19751969-1970
1925-1936
1927-1958
1967-1970
1971-1973
1965-1967
1922-1924
1960-1961
1976-1977
1930-1972
1967-1973
1969-1976
1974-1976
1960-1963
1960-1965
19651927-1938
1938-1945

Brown, Jack L.
Brown, Jack R.
Brown, Leland
Brown, Lloyd
Brown, Mahlon
Brown, Palmoneda
Brown, Patrick
Brown, Robert
Brown, William
Browning, Elmer
Broyles, Maud
Bruce, Clifford
Bruce, James
Brumfield, James
Bruns, Richard
Buck, Robert
Buell, Stephen
Bunten, Kathleen
Bunting, Michael
Burch, Robert
Burchett, Richard
Burdette, Frances
Burgdorf, Jeri
Burgess, Frances
Burgess, Julia
Burgess, Winifred
Burgos, Arsenio
Burkett, Frederick
Burkhardt, Jeanie
Burner, Ronald
Burnette, Louise
Burne, Grover
Burns, Harvey
Burnside, Maurice
Burrows, Thomas
Bursch, Virginia
Butler, Mary Jo Day
Butler, Virgil
Byrd, Ida Fay
Byus, Mary Watrous

Speech
English
Zoology
History
Social Studies
Education
Anatomy
Finance
Art
Management
Lab School
Speech
Political Science
Biological Science
Mathematics
Journalism
Speech
Modern Languages
Food Service Management
Medicine
Social Studies
Sociology
Physical Education
Geography
Home Economics
German
Management
Art
Sociology
Business Administration
Home Economics
Mathematics
Military Science
Political Science
Finance
Library Science
Nursing
Military Science
Library Science
English

1968-1970
1948-1976
1936-1937
1946-1948
19551965-1967
19751974-1978
19771968-1971
1945-1949
1972-1973
1974-1979
19641930-1931
1969-1970
1955-1974
1976-1977
197619781969-1974
1951-1952
1971-1972
1904-1942
1976-1977
1929-1930
1974-1975
19721970-1971
1965-1966
1961-1965
1946-1947
1972-1974
1937-1951
1974-1976
1961-1963
1962-1967
1969-1970
1964-1966
1956-1969

Cady, John
Callaway, Carl
Callebs, John
Callihan, Dixon
Campbell, Carl
Campbell, Hilbert
Campbell, Margaret
Campbell, Nellie
Campbell, Peggy
Caplan, Philip
Cararie, Anthony
Carpenter, Arthur
Carpenter, Cecil
Carr, Constance
Carr, Emory
Carrell, Michael
Carroll, James
Carroll, Richard
Carte, Eleanor
Carter, Tiller
Cartwright, Dana
Case, Robert
Castillos, Francis
Castle, David

History
Business Administration
Social Studies
Physics
Chemistry
English
Education
Lab School
Physical Education
Speech
Military Science
Art
Commerce
Sociology
Modern Languages
Management
Military Science
Economics
Mathematics
Military Science
Chemistry
Physical Education
Spanish
Political Science

1929-1930
1968-1969
1965-1973
1928-1935
1919-1933
1959-1967
19561919-1921
1968-1969
1947-1954
1957-1961
1951-1973
1929-1936
197619661972-1974
1967-1969
1966-1969
1960-1962

1954-1958
1958-1963
19751928-1930
1976-1977
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Caudill, Joann
Cavendish, Virginia
Cederstrom, Carl
Cerveris, Michael
Chaffin, Anna
Chait, Herschel
Chakrabarty, Manoj
Chambers, Livingston
Chambers, William
Chancey, Charles
Chandler, Diane
Chapin, Chester
Chapman, Elma
Chapman, Lucile
Chapman, Randolph
Chapman, Sara
Charles, David
Chase, Ronald
Chasteen, Kenneth
Chen, Chi Hsin
Chen, Fu Tung
Chertow, Bruce
Cheydleur, Raymond
Chezik, Donald
Chezik, Katherine
Childers, Martha
Childs, William
Chilton, W. E.
Chisler, John P.
Choi, Soo Bock
Chrietzberg, Agnes
Cienek, Raymond

Clagg, Sam
Clark, James
Clark, Judith
Clark, Mary Day
Clark, Mary Diane
Clark, Robert
Claurette, Terrance
Clayman, Lewis
Clendenin, James
Cleveland, Bernard
Click, Robert
Cochran, Charles
Coffee, Carl
Coffey, William
Coil, James
Cole, Ernest
Cole, Marilyn
Colegrove, Elizabeth
Colie, Stuart
Collen, Arne
Collins, Terry
Cometti, Elizabeth
Comfort, Richard
Conley, Sue
Conn, John
Connell, Jessie
Connell, Mary
Cook, Eunice Stewart
Cook, Jack
Cook, Jane
Cook, Sara Jane
Cook, William
Cooksey, Jon
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Music
English/Mathematics
Sociology
Music
Physical Education
Psychology
Chemistry
Mathematics
Physical Education
Physical Education
Education
English
Business Administration
History
Geology
English
Obstetrics
Geology
Family Practice
Engineering
Accounting
Medicine
Speech
Psychology
Speech
Home Economics
Commerce
Journalism
Botany

Political Science
Physical Education
Criminal Justice
Geography
Finance
Biological Science
Education
Psychology
Music
Economics
Surgery
Journalism
Social Studies
English

Computer Science
Accounting
Social Studies
Surgery
Finance

Zoology
Lab School
Political Science
Psychology
Education
History
Sociology
Secretarial Studies
Chemistry
Commerce
Biological Science
Lab School
Physical Education
Education
Library Science
Economics
Medicine

19721919-1920
1956-1957
19691919-1921
1973-1975
19631940-1946
1958-1960
1965-1968
1972-1973
1956-1957
19561946-1947
1937-1939
1967-1974
19791964-1967
1977-1978
1967-1974
1972-1974
19781949-1955
1970197119701942-1946
19781962-1965
19631969-1973
1975-1976
19481976-1977
1971-1972
1961-1971
1977-1978
19671971-1972
19791928-1933
1964-1973
1966-1973
19751970-1973
1969197819551961-1962
1938-1944
1967-1969
1971-1975
1969-1971
1948-1964
197119791936-1937
1928-1929
1968-1971
1943-1959
19661969-1970
1968-1969
19591978-

Coomer, Gerald
Cooperman, Warren
Corbly, Lawrence
Corbly, Sidney
Corder, Joseph
Core, Eric
Cornfeld, Michael
Corrie, George
Corrie, Walter
Corrothers, Jack
Cortes, Beverly
Corum, Jacqueline
Covert, Biddy
Cox, Charles
Cox, Donald
Cox, William
Coyne, Thomas
Crabb, Patricia
Craig, Betty Jo
Craigo, Mary
Creasy, William
Creighton, John
Creighton, Virginia
Cremeans, Taylor
Crisalli, Robert
Crosbie, Ronald
Crowe, Jessie
Croy, Floyd
Crumb, Claude
Cubbedge, Annie
Cobby, Edwin
Culnon, George
Cummings, Catherine
Cundiff, Esther
Cundiff, Hannah
Cupelli, Richard
Curry, Gladys
Curry, Norman
Curry, Richard
Curtis, W. Vernon
Cusick, David
Cyrus, Patricia
Cyrus, Phyllis
Cyrus, Sally
Cyrus, Wilson
Czompo, Elizabeth Hines

English
Psychology
German
Lab School
Military Science
Education
Art
Economics
Sociology
Science
Speech
Modern Languages
Education
Social Studies
Science
Art
Economics
Finance
Education
Modern Languages
Botany
Music
Lab School/Home Economics
Education
Medicine
Physical Education
Lab School/Education
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Physical Education
Lab School
Social Studies
Vocational Education
Speech
Lab School
Music
Management
Chemistry
English
Pediatrics
Music
Mathematics
Physical Education
Management
Physical Education
Physical Education
Mathematics

1963-1966
1971-1972
1925-1935
1938-1949
1975-1979
1957-1971
19671947-1979
1949-1954
1948-1950
1969-1973
19651945-1949
19691950-1963
1961-1969
1967-1969
1972-1974
1964-1965
1970-1972
1950-1951
1945-1979
1941-1977
1959-1970
197719671957-1972
19781928-1935
1923-1944
19491970-1973
19721919-1921
1919-1937
1975-1977
1924-1925
1966-1969
19781926-1928
19711967-1968
1960-1976
1961-1963
1968-1970
1958-1976

Dagher, Rifaat
Dailey, Nellie
Daley, James
Dallas, Hugo
Dandelet, Tom
Daniels, Hazel
Darbes, Alex
Darlington, H. Clayton
Darrow, Mabelle
Darst, Sally
Dauer, Dorothea
Daugherty, Boice
Daugherty, Dorothy
Davidson, Richard
Davidson, William
Davies, Ellis Rhys
Davis, Barry
Davis, Bruce

Surgery
Lab School/Education
Marketing
Business Administraton
Physical Education
Lab School
Psychology
Biology
Lab School
Education
Modern Languages
Psychology
Biological Science
Philosophy
Music
Physical Education
Lab School
Sociology

1978-1979
19461976-1977
1948-1950
1930-1950
1935-1950
1957-1963
1930-1957
1944-1945
1970-1973
1964-1966
1961-1962
19721961-1962
1955-1977
1926-1928
1966-1967
1972-1973
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Davis, Claire Ethel
Davis, Florence
Davis, Jon
Davis, Leslie
Davis, Thomas
Dawson, David
Dawson, Herbert
Day, Harriet
Dearborn, William
DelCheccolo, Aldo
Delidow, Stanley
De Mesquita, Susan
Demiray, Carol
Denbow, Carl
Denman, Sarah
Denman, William
Dennis, Terry
Denoon, Anna
Dent, Inez
Derbyshire, Charles
Deskins, Priscilla
Deutsch, Leonard
Devereaux, Elizabeth
DeVos, Bradford
DeVos, Jeanne
Diament, Nathan
Digman, Robert
Dill, Douglas
Dilley, Boots
Dillon, Conley
Dils, Robert
Dingess, Jane
Dingman, Robert
Dingus, Donna
Dixon, Brenda
Dixon, Richard
Dobbins, James
Dolin, John
Dollgener, Robert
Donally, James
Donnelly, Thomas
Dorsey, Bernice
Dorworth, Alice
Dorworth, Thomas
Douglas, Bonnie
Douglas, Helen
Douglas, James R.
Douglass, James E.
Douthat, Lyell
Dove, Walter
Dowling, James
Doyle, William
Drescher, Joanne
Dreveskracht, Charles
Dubs, Homer
Duck, Kathleen
Dugas, Paul

Duke, David
Duke, Loraine
Dumke, Warren
Dunkelberger, James
Dunlap, Rebecca
Dunn, Bruce
Dunne, Rosemary
Durham, William
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Music
Lab School/Education
Education
Geography
Physics/Mathematics
Anatomy
Psychology
Art
Military Science
Chemistry
Education
Physiology
Art
Journalism
Communications
Speech
Management
Mathematics
Lab School
Spanish
Science
English
Psychiatry
Music
Nursing

Business Administration
Chemistry
Journalism
Education

Political Science
Physics
Lab School
Counseling/Rehabilitation
Accounting
Nursing
Sociology
Mathematics
Art
Physical Education
Physics
Political Science
Library Science
Business Administration
Psychology
Nursing
Art
Education
Chemistry
Education
Mathematics/Physics
Military Science
Bible and Religion
Music
Criminal Justice
Philosophy
Music
Speech
History
English
Physics
Military Science
Speech
Psychology
Modern Languages
Management

1919-1928
1946-1973
1957-1959
1939-1966
1937-1938
19751964-1965
1926-1927
1962-1965
1946-1947
1969-1971
19771970-1977
1970-1973
197519651971-1972
1909-1947
1945-1946
1919-1930
1962-1963
19701978196719741948-1951
1959-1965
1967-1969
19701934-1960
19641942-1945
196819751975-1976
1971-1973
1969-1970
19691963-1967
1969-1970
1933-1936
1940-1946
1946-1952
1966-1968
1972-1979
1931-1932
1968-1972
19651926-1967
1931-1946
1965-1967
1978-1979
1950-1973
1975-1976
1927-1935
1972-1973
1977-1979
1972197319671969-1973
1969-1971
1960-1963
1966-1968
1976-1977

Dwight, Carolyn Fore

Business Administration

1938-1966

Eagan, Rex
Eash, Violet
East, N. Bennett
Eaton, Helen
Eaton, Stanley
Echols, Connee
Eckert, Cora
Edeburn, Ralph
Edens, David
Edmondson, Helen
Edmunds, Robert
Eisenman, Patricia
Elbert, Norbert
Elkin, Cova
Ellis, Thomas
Elmore, Harold
Elmore, Mary Beth
Emery, Ann
Engel, Joseph
England, Thomas
Engle, Elizabeth
Englemann, George
Epling, Gaynell
Erickson, Edwin
Ern, Ernest
Ertresvaag, Alice
Erwin, Robert
Evans, Dan
Evans, Irene
Evans, William
Everett, Katherine

Management
Counseling/Rehabilitation
Speech
Music
Engineering
Physical Education
Physical Education
Zoology
Biological Science
Library Science
Speech
Physical Education
Management
Mathematics
Education
Biological Science
Speech
English
Military Science
Accounting
Education
Geology
Physical Education
Sociology
Geology
Art
Geology
Biological Science
Lab School/Business Administration
Business Administration
Education

1971-1975
197719701929-1936
1957-1972
1963-1965
1924-1925
1945-1970
1967-1968
1931-1933
1970-1975
19731971-1973
1955-1958
1970-1971
19761964-1968
1965-1970
1972-1975
1974-1976
1963-1965
1978-1979
1968-1970
1958-1960
1959-1962
1966197519741965-1966
1965-1966
1970-1973

Fabry, Susan
Facinoli, Adele
Fannin, Chester
Farley, Francis
Farrell, Charlene
Fawaz, Fawzi
Fei, Peter
Feigenbaum, Donald
Feil, Madeline
Fellows, Ralph
Felton, Prudence
Felty, Walter
Ferguson, William
Fernsler, Anna
Feuerle, Peter
Fiber, Guy
Fidler, L. Josephine
Field, Bradford
Fields, David
Fields, Jerry
Figge, Walter
Fink, Marvin
Fiser, Lee
Fisher, Dorothy
Fisher, Kenneth
Fitch, Frederick
Fitch, Hugh
Fitzwater, Charles
Flanagan, Timothy
Fleming, Maria
Fleming, Ross

Nursing
Education
Education
Physical Education
Nursing
Surgery
English
Criminal Justice
Psychology
Geology
Commerce
Educational Media
Education
English
Political Science
History
Library Science
English
Mathematics
Mathematics
Military Science
Physical Education
Music
Zoology
Physical Education
Physical Education
Spanish
Education
Criminal Justice
Nursing
Sociology

19781950-1951
1966-1968
1931-1935
1978-1979
1979196719761946-1957
1956-1958
1926-1928
19501968-1973
1956-1961
1971-1974
1925-1926
1962-1964
1955-1956
19721972-1974
1963-1965
1969-1972
1959-1964
1946-1975
1967-1968
1930-1971
1950-1952
1947-1948
1974-1976
1976-1978
1950-1951
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Flint, Merrilyn
Flower, Ruth
Floyd, Lena Brillhart
Foard, Henrietta
Foard, Oretha
Folsom, Joel
Foose, Ruby
Foote, Mary Ann
Fors, Juan C.
Foster, Charles
Foster, John
Fotos, Jane
Foulk, Virginia
Fox, St. Elmo
Francois, William
Franklin, Willis
Frans, Myron
Freeman, Samuel
Freeman, Stephen
Frisch, George
Frum, Gene
Fulks, Danny
Fulks, Joanne
Fuller, Katherine
Furlong, Ira
Gain, Ronald
Galford, Robert
Galgano, Michael
Gangi, Dominic
Garrett, Edward
Garrett, Ruth
Gaynor, Alta
Gelvin, Miriam
Genovese, Nancy
Gerke, Robert
Gibbins, Neil
Gibbons, Edward
Gibson, David

Gibson, Ora
Gilbert, Frank
Giles, Richard
Gill, Melville
Gillenwater, Mack
Gillespie, James
Gilmore, Richard
Glasgow, Edward
Glaspell, Nancy
Glavan, Frank
Glaze, Gerald
Glazik, Irene
Glenn, John
Godby, Lawrence
Godfrey, Robert
Goen, James
Goen, Susan
Goins, Mary
Goodall, Forrest
Goode, George
Goodwin, John
Gorcys, Gregory
Gordon, Billy
Gorman, Aloysia
Gould, Alan B.
Graham, Gilbert

294

Education
English
Lab School
Educational Media
English
Music
Home Economics
Speech
Spanish
History
Microbiology
Nursing

Education
Music
Journalism
English
Criminal Justice
Political Science
Sociology
Occupational Safety and Health
Zoology
Education
Lab School
English
Geology
Biological Science
Chemistry
History
Science
Speech
Speech
Physical Education
Music
Modern Languages
English
Education
English
English
Physical Education
Botany
Military Science
Business Administration
Geography
Biological Science
Biochemistry
English
Nursing

Family Practice
Military Science
Commerce
Chemical Technology
Physics
Accounting
Social Studies
Nursing

Mathematics
Biochemistry
Lab School/History
Bible and Religion
Military Science
Education
Psychology
History
Physics

1965-1967
1926-1959
1919-1935
19761930-1931
19681946-1966
1971-1972
1931-1966
1971-1972
19791977-1978
1929-1950
1918-1955
1959-1969
1905-1945
1977-1978
19791973-1974
1978196519681961-1962
1914-1920
1958-1959
19691951-1952
19711954-1955
1976-1977
19531962-1968
1940-1963
1968-1970
196819631959-1960
1967-1970
1924-1925
1927-1944
1960-1967
1954-1960
19681961-1974
19751959-1973
1966-1967
1977-1978
1972-1977
1936-1937
19791942-1944
19761970-1973
1971-1972
1946-1969
1975-1978
1921-1933
19681968-1970
19671964-1967
19691975-1976

Grambos, Ourania
Grant, Alice
Grass, Billy Joe
Gray, Cleo
Gray, Rex
Green, N. Bayard
Green, Patricia
Greenleaf, William
Greenough, Paul
Greenwood, Bruce
Greer, Kenneth
Gregory, Joan
Grieco, Victor
Grimm, Frances
Gross, Bernard
Groves, David
Groves, Homer David
Grubbs, Robert
Gruber, Charles
Guilfoil, Paul
Gullickson, Otto
Gutierrez, Medardo
Gutzwiller, Robert
Guyer, Barbara
Guyer, Kenneth

Education
Nursing
Education
Home Economics
Education
Zoology
Music
Zoology
Mathematics
Speech
Economics
Art
Business Administration
Geography
Speech

Habecker, Janet
Habel, Samuel
Hackney, Lillian
Haeberle, Albert
Hager, Ellen
Hager, Olive
Hahn, Henry
Hale, Roscoe

English
Sociology
Mathematics
German

Hall, Ralph

Halley, Albert
Hammesfahr, Roy
Hammond, Betty
Hamood, Roger
Hampel, Margaret
Hamsley, Barbara
Hanger, Nancy
Hanna, Loren
Hanrahan, Edward S.
Harbold, George
Harbour, Brenda
Hardman, Hunter
Harford, Edward

Harper, Charles
Harper, Hilary
Harpold, Philip

Harrah, John
Harris, Arvil
Harris, Everett
Harris, Ruth
Harrison, Clara
Harrod, Barbara
Harshbarger, Barbara
Hart, Hymen
Hart, Ina
Hart, John
Harvey, Helen
Harvey, Pauline
Harvey, Vera Andrew
Hasbany, Richard

Engineering

Agriculture
Sociology
Social Studies
Medicine
Physical Education
Spanish
Mathematics
Education
Biochemistry

Education

Physical Education
Biochemistry
Education
Education
English
Management
Physical Education
Accounting
Education
Physical Education
Education
Physics
Chemistry
Speech
Nursing

Mathematics
Education
Political Science
Criminal Justice
Military Science
Surgery

Political Science
Education
Pediatrics
Marketing
Speech
Accounting
English
Education
Military Science
English
Education
English
English

1952-1960
1960-1961
1961-1962
1947-1962
1948-1971
1938-1971
19531929-1939
1973-1977
19691967-1969
1955-1961
1964-1965
1942-1943
19781958-1969
1918-1925
1969-1972
19671975-1978
1930-1963
1948-1950
1946-1953
197519751962-1964
1964-1974
1895-1941
1932-1933
1967-1969
19651978196819651926-1946
1976-1977
1973-1975
1973-1975
1953-1966
1972-1973
19681962-1969
196319471976-1977
1946-1972
1956-1958
1946-1967
1978197719771936-1965
1973-1978
19761938-1971
1971197919721928-1957
1951-1952
1942-1959
1968-1975
1916-1938
1967-1968
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Hastings, Hester
Hatcher, Thomas
Hatfield, Steven
Hausner, Anthony
Hawkins, Jo Ann
Hawley, Betty
Hawley, Roy
Haworth, Charles
Haworth, James
Haworth, Louise
Hayes, Augustus
Hayes, Homer
Hayhurst, Carl
Hayward, Harold
Head, Marjorie
Heath, Herschel
Hedrick, Charles
Heflin, Harry
Heger, Theodore
Heiks, Ray
Heindel, Ned
Heironimous, Dorothy
Heldman, Daniel
Heltzel, Virgil
Helwig, Raymond
Hemphill, John
Henderson, Cam
Henderson, Thomas
Hendricks, Frederick
Henry, Ione
Henry, Sara
Hensley, Frances
Hepburn, Henrietta
Herden, Richard
Herndon, Esta
Herring, James
Hertz, Raymond
Hervey, George
Hess, Albert
Hess, Clark
Hess, Nancy
Heuser, Clare
Heydinger, David
Heyman, Victor
Hickel, Lance
Hicks, Dorothy
Higgins, Maude
Hight, Mary Etta
Hill, George
Hill, Helene
Hillabold, Mary
Hillard, William
Hillen, Bill
Hines, Paul
Hissom, Frances
Hixson, Kenneth
Hoak, Eugene
Hoback, John
Hobaugh, Harriet
Hoffman, Charles
Hoffman, Hillard
Hoffman-Pinther, Peter
Hogan, John
Hogle, C. Alan
Hoke, Charles
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French
Education
Mathematics
Psychology
Speech
Education
Physical Education
English
English
Music
Sociology
Military Science
Lab School
Sociology
Lab School
History
History
Education
Music
Chemistry
Chemistry
Spanish
Political Science
English
Finance
History
Physical Education
Military Science
Art
Lab School
Modern Languages
Social Studies
English
Management
Lab School
Journalism
Chemistry
Community College
Mathematics
Education
Business Administration
Home Economics
Community Medicine
Political Science
Military Science
Physical Education
Lab School
Biological Science
Surgery
Biochemistry
Lab School
Military Science
Physical Education
Education
Biological Science
Journalism
Speech
Chemistry
Lab School
Zoology
Education
Physics
Mathematics
English
Engineering

1940-1941
1964-1965
19631968-1970
1973-1976
1964-1969
1926-1935
1906-1929
1924-1925
1901-1945
1926-1949
1970-1972
1925-1926
1938-1962
1946-1950
1947-1971
1918-1946
1946-1947
19651940-1942
1964-1966
1942-1944
1969-1971
1921-1926
1971-1972
1972-1975
1935-1954
1965-1967
1965-1970
1947-1948
19681972-1977
1946-1956
1971-1978
1957-1960
1953-1957
1977-1978
1975-1976
1962-1964
1951-1975
1954-1955
1918-1921
19781959-1961
1974-1977
19691927-1935
1976197619761946-1951
1951-1953
1957-1960
1969-1971
1976-1977
1970-1974
1960-1979
19451943-1944
1937-1940
1963-1966
1977-1978
19691957-1959
1953-1955

Holbein, Woodrow
Holbrook, Susan
Holden, Douglas
Holderby, Irma
Holter, John
Holliday, Colleen
Hollifield, Guy
Hood, Howard
Hoopengardner, Thomas
Hooper, W. Dale
Hooper, William
Hope, Ben
Hope, Dorothy
Hopkins, Frank
Hopkins, Melville
Horton, Claire
Horton, Deborah
Hosaflook, Kathy
Hough, Cheryl
Houston, Charles
Houston, Mae
Howgate, George
Hoxie, Louise
Hoy, Louise
Hron, Ralph
Hsia, Hower
Hu, Wei-Hou
Huang, Cheng-Chi
Huang, Jerry
Hubbard, John
Huebner, William
Huffman, Rebecca
Hughes, Jack
Hughes, Juanita A.
Hugoboom, Wayne
Hull, Ronald
Hungate, Roger
Hungiville, Maurice
Hunt, John
Hunter, Carolyn
Hunter, Helen
Huntwork, John
HuppelP.r, Valeria
Huston, Talmadge
Hutton, Robert

English
Nursing
Philosophy
Lab School/Geography
Education
Nursing
Medicine
Physical Education
Economics
Surgery
Bible
Speech
Accounting
Military Science
Speech
Sociology
Nursing
Physical Education
Nursing
English
Education
English
Library Science
Classical Languages
Physics
Journalism
Mathematics
Mathematics
Journalism
Chemistry
Business Administration
Biology
Education
Office Administration
Music
Management
English
English
Surgery
Reading
Education
Rheumatology
Education
Family Practice
Art

1955-1956
19751968-1970
1935-1939
1969-1970
1968-1975
19751950-1953
1969-1971
19771929-1948
1947-1976
1974-1975
19781957-1960
19751975-1978
1971-1973
1975-1978
1961-1966
1951-1958
1945-1950
1927-1931
19631920-1951
1969-1970
1976-1977
19771972-1978
19781951-1954
1968-1970
1967-1968
1971-1976
1950-1958
1974-1975
1965-1969
1963-1965
1978-1979
19781957-1975
1977-1979
1927-1930
19771970-

Ianello, Epifanio
Igou, Thomas
Iles, Lyla
lmperi, Leo
Irvin, James
Isbell, Lillian

Education
Lab School
Home Economics
Music
Education
Lab School

1960-1967
1963-1964
1926-1931
195219591909-1943

Jablonski, Joseph
Jackson, Gay
Jacome, Dolores
James, Jack
Janssen, Fred
Janssen, Raymond
Jarrell, Betty
Jarrell, Janice
Jarrell, Teresa
Jarrett, Gary
Jarrett, Maude
Jarrett, Peggy

Art
Social Studies
Modern Languages
Education
Accounting
Geology
Legal Secretarial Studies
Biological Science
Business Math
Sociology
Home Economics
Education

1929-1966
1970-1977
19721972-1973
1970-1973
1942-1969
19761968-1973
197819751935-1936
1959-1977
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Jarvis, Charles
Jenkins, Bradford
Jenkins, Offa Lou
Jennings, Louis
Jennings, Thomas
Jensen, John A.
Jensen, Peter
Jenson, John R.
Jervis, Jack
Jinks, Willard
Jobe, Gordon
Johnsen, Selma
Johnson, Ada Burkett
Johnson, C. Bosworth
Johnson, Carl
Johnson, Dorothy
Johnson, Ellis
Johnson, Randolph
Johnson-Kerns, Rebecca
Jolley, Vernon
Jones, Charles
Jones, Ernestine
Jones, George Bobby
Jones, Harry
Jones, Lavelle
Jones, Leita
Jones, Patricia
Jones, Patty
Jones, Richard
Jordan, Berfitt
Jordan, James
Jordan, Leeta
Josephs, Michael
Joy, James
Judkins, Bennett
Juett, Lucille
Junas, Robert

Military Science
English
Education
Bible and Religion
English
Psychology
Sociology
Journalism
Education
Biological Science
Military Science
Music
Home Economics
Journalism
Education
Speech
Physical Education
Speech
Journalism
Business Administration
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education.
English
Art
Military Science
Music
Lab School
Nursing
Education
Marketing
Mathematics
Education
Journalism
Physical Education
Biological Science
Sociology
Home Economics
Journalism

1967-1969
1963-1965
1965-1975
1948-1979
1966-1971
1963-1964
1974-1975
1971-1972
19641967-1973
19771921-1922
1921-1923
1976197519651966-1970
1961-1969
19761949-1963
19691948-1961
1975-1976
1955-1961
1947-1975
1921-1922
19781978197219601964-1967
1970-1971
1953-1969
19721973-1974
19751977-1979

Kademani, Guru
Kahle, E. Bowie
Kane, John
Karickhoff, Maudie
Karr, Carolyn
Karrfalt, David
Kasvinsky, Peter
Kautz, Charles
Kearney, Michael
Kearns, William
Keatley, Marjorie
Keenan, Boyd
Keenan, Robert
Keever, Carri11
Kehoe, Willia,n
Keller, James
Kellner, Clarence
Kelly, Jewell
Kelly, Lawrence
Kessel, Ray
Khatena, Joseph
Khayat, Habeeb
Kilgore, June
Kim, Chong
Kincaid, Juliet
King, David
King, Genevieve

Management
Biological Science
Military Science
Home Economics
Social Studies
English
Biochemistry
Physical Education
Sociology
Speech
Clerical Studies
Political Science
English
Lab School
Marketing
Mathematics
Speech
Education
Military Science
Family Practice
Education
Political Science
Art
Management
English
Social Studies
Botany

197319681965-1966
1968-1975
19661963-1965
19791964-1970
1967-1971
195619781960-1962
1969-1973
1919-1922
1971-1974
19661969-1979
1967-1969
1962-1966
19761969-1977
1966-1967
195919771967-1972
1960-1964
1942-1946

Kingsburg, Charles
Kingsbury, William
Kinney, Michael
Kirby, Louise
Kirschten, Sam
Klausman, Grant
Klecka, Carol
Klein, Frederick
Kling, J. Einar
Klinger, A. Conn
Klipsch, Leona
Lumpp, Reba
Klunder, Mary
Knifley, Louise
Knight, Wallace
Knott, Peter
Knouse, David
Knox, Michael
Koletka, Elizabeth
Kong, Chang
Kontos, Nicholas
Kool, Krishna
Koontz, David
Kopp, Mary
Krumpelmann, John
Kubis, Ruth
Kuhlman, Rudolph
Kuhn, Thomas
Kuligowski, Edwin
Kumlien, Wendell

Music
Modern Languages
Medicine
English
Finance
Music
Psychology
Political Science
Economics
History
Lab School
Lab School
Secretarial Studies
Mathematics
Journalism
Pharmacology
Modern Languages
Psychology
Social Studies
Chemistry
Economics
Economics
Education
Nursing
French/German
English
French/ German
Sociology
Military Science
Music

1950-1973
19761978-1979
1959-1972
1972-1974
1967-1969
19761968-1970
1948-1949
1930-1950
1948-1953
1920-1921
19791947-1951
197819791967-1973
19771961-1966
196719651969-1970
197019691934-1937
1965-1966
1931-1934
19791974-1977
1973-

La Cascia, Joseph
Lafford, Walter
Lagemann, Robert
Laird, Frances
Lakenan, Mary
Lambert, Edward
Lamoreaux, Philip
Lancaster, John
Land, Rufus
Laneggar, Alfred
Langfitt, Bess
Large, Kenneth
Largent, Robert
Larson, John
Larson, Ronald
Lasakow, Paul
Laughlin, Priscilla
Lavender, Thomas
Lawhun, Dallas
Lawson, Donna
Leake, James
Leaming, Deryl
Leckie, Margaret
Lee, Virginia
Leggette, Lubin
Leiden, Carl
Lemke, Thomas
Lemke, W. Richard
Lenning, Ann
Lennon, Kathleen
Lent, John
Leonard, Roger
Lepley, Arthur
Lewis, Harold

Economics
Military Science
Physics
Lab School
Bible
Education
Geology
Mathematics
Economics
Music
English
Music
History
Chemistry
Medicine
Sociology

19691951-1953
1940-1941
1937-1947
1923-1925
1952-1961
197519731946-1965
1947-1976
1928-1932
1974-1977
1903-1942
196819751954-1956
1954-1955
1961-1962
1960-1962
19671946-1947
19731948-1949
1942-1963
1940-1946
1949-1959
1970-1972
1976196919781967-1969
197819651972-

Spanish

Business Administration
Engineering
Physical Education
Mathematics
Journalism
Education
Journalism
Speech
Political Science
Chemistry
Music
English
Nursing
Journalism
Pharmacology
Chemistry
Education
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Lewis, Martha
Lewis, Virginia
Leyenberger, Lawrence
Libera, Benjamin
Lichtenstein, Joseph
Lieberman, Julius
Lienemann, Margaret
Lillien, Irving
Lin, Kuo-Kuang
Lindner, Kenneth
Lindsey, Alice
Lindsley, David
Lindsley, Luther
Lish, Rex
Little, Augusta
Little, Michael
Littlefield, James
Littler, John
Lloyd, Charles
Lock, Corey
Locke, Helen
Lockhart, Daniel
Lockner, Sidney
Lockwood, William
Loeb, Elaine
Loemker, Kenneth
Lombard, William
Long, Charles
Long, Paul
Looney, Ramon
Loptien, Nancy
Lotspeich, Frederick
Lowe, William
Loy, Melvin
Lucas, David
Lustig, Vincent
Lyon, George
Lyon, Harriet
Lyon, Louise
Lyon, Theeta Searcy
Lynch, Hugh
Lynch, Joan
Lynch, Virginia

Physical Education
Lab School
Commerce
Military Science
Education
German
Commerce
Chemistry
Physiology
English
Mathematics
Business Administration
Chemistry
Accounting
Chem i's try
Biological Science
Surgery
Chemistry
Classical Languages
Education
Education
Business
Physics
Geology
Psychology
Psychology
Engineering
Military Science
Journalism
Business Administration
French
Biochemistry
History
Biology
Speech
Speech
Hygiene
Education
Lab School
Home Economics
Marketing
Nursing
Mathematics

1921-1922
1921-1927
1940-1941
1952-1956
19461946-1973
1937-1938
1967-1969
19791965-1966
1964-1967
1966-1969
1954-1956
1971-1972
1926-1927
197319771968-1972
197219741961-1963
1975-1976
1919-1920
1939-1944
1927-1930
1930-1971
1939-1940
1953-1957
1928-1930
1959-1962
1948-1949
19771978-1979
1926-1957
1975-1976
1969-1975
1924-1926
1909-1943
1919-1920
1925-1947
1945-1946
1976-1978
1946-1952

Mabee, Charles
McAninch, Thomas
McCall, Robert
McCardell, Wallen
McCarnes, Edwin
Mccaskey, Ambrose
McClellan, Betty
McClintock, Nancy
McClister, John
McCioud, Marjorie
McClure, Edna
Mccomas, Williams
McConnell, John
McConnell, Robert
MacConney, Linda K.
McCoy, Thomas
McCoy, Walter
McCoy, Zane
McCubbin, James
McDanald, Elizabeth
McDonough, Louise

Bible and Religion
Criminal Justice
Economics
Journalism
Speech
Engineering
English
Nursing
Political Science
English
Lab School
Psychology
Management
Education
Office Administration
Journalism
Political Science
Education
Speech
Lab School
Physical Education

19791976-1977
1948-1950
197119671936-1971
19671977-1978
1927-1933
1947-1948
1956-1957
1967-1969
1967-1971
1928-1929
1969-1972
1970-1971
1970-1971
19691948-1965
1952-1956
1929-1969

McDowell, William
McEvoy, Frederick
MacGeorge, Mildred
McGhee, Jerrie
McGinnis, Harry
McGuff, Harry
McGuire, Pamela
Mcinerney, Patrick
McKeegan, Paul
McKenzie, Alex
McKenzie, Larry
McKernan, John
McKinney, Jackson
McKown, Charles
McLaughlin, Ione
MacLean, Bruce
McMahon, Timothy
McMullen, Eugenia
McMullen, Kyle
McNearney, Clayton
MacPherson-Smith, Malcolm
McQuade, Ruth
McQueeny, Terence
McQuown, James

Counseling/Rehabilitation
Sociology
Music
Home Economics
Military Science
Business Administration
Speech
Speech
Art
Military Science
Physical Education
English
English
Radiology
Lab School
Military Science
Business Administration
Music
Business Administration
Bible and Religion
Family Practice
Sociology
Modern Languages
Education

19721974-1979
1910-1942
1970-1975
1951-1954
1967-1969
19781967-1969
1969-1972
1964-1965
1967-1970
19671925-1926
19751931-1932
1966-1968
1966-1969
1945-1968
196619721977-1978
1974-1976
19781949-1950

Machado, Judith
Maddox, Kathryn
Maddox, Robert
Madison, Roland
Maeser, Henry
Mafi, Shirine
Manakkil, Thomas
Mangan, John
Mangon, Kenneth
Mangus, Arthur
Mann, Dennis
Mann, Mary Shep
Mann, Millard
Marple, J. David
Marshall, Mary
Marsteller, Dan
Martin, Donald
Martin, Joan
Martin, John
Martin, Vera
Marsh, Leland
Marvin, John
Maslowski, Robert
Mathews, Shirley
Matthews, Nancy
Matthews, Robert
Matthews, William
Mattice, Edson
Matz, Clair
Matz, Luke
Maulbetsch, John
Maurice, John
Maynard, C. Jack
Mbiad, Richard
Mead, Joan
Mead, John
Meadows, Steven
Means, Chalmers
Meek, John
Melnick, Donald

English
Education
History
Accounting
Accounting
Finance
Physics
Education
Journalism
English
Microbiology
Music
Accounting
Marketing
Physical Education
English
Physics
English
Spanish
Nursing
Science
English
Sociology
Lab School/Education
Political Science
Sociology
Bible
Military Science
Political Science
Sociology
Physical Education
Journalism
Education
Speech
English
Music
Counseling/Rehabilitation
Education
English
Pharmacology

1961-1963
1967-1969
196619731976-1979
197919671964-1967
1972-1973
1958-1959
1975-1978
1968-1970
1976-1977
1971-1975
19661970-1975
1942-1973
1961-1963
1935-1975
1961-1967
1957-1960
1955-1958
19791945-1972
1971-1972
1973-1974
1951-1952
1969-1972
19701957-1958
1929-1931
197819751967-1969
1976-1977
196919671966-1968
1976-1970
1978-
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Melton, Jane
Mendenhall, George
Menefee, Julia
Menge, Paul
Meredith, Russell
Merkel, Arthur
Messersmith, Paul
Mester, Zoltan
Mewaldt, Steven
Milam, Edith
Milicia, Maureen
Miller, Ben
Miller, Carl
Miller, Eva
Miller, J. Melvin
Miller, John H.
Miller, John M.
Miller, Lois
Miller, M. Alan
Millet, Paul
Milliken, Mary
Mills, Howard
Mills, Marvin
Minick, John
Mininni, Ericka
Mininni, Frank
Mitchell, Dora
Mitchell, Karen
Mitchell, Marvin
Moat, Albert
Moates, William
Modlin, Philip
Moffat, Charles
Monroe, Craig
Moore, D. Wayne
Moore, Duane
Moore, Gordon
Moore, Michael
Moran, William
Moreland, James
Morell, Robert
Morgan, Patrick
Morgan, Ronald
Morges, Wayne
Morris, Dan
Morris, George
Morris, William R.
Morris, Woodrow
Morrison, Clarence
Morrison, Thomas
Morriss, Robert
Morton, Giovanna
Moseley, Albert
Mosher, Melvyn
Moskovich, Arlene
-Moss, Ned
Mudge, Gertrude
Mueller, Harry
Mufson, Maurice
Muldoon, John
Munn, George
Murdock, Barbara
Murdock, Leander
Murphy, Harold
Murphy, Mary Ann
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Home Economics
Engineering
Home Economics
French/ German
Physical Education
Engineering
Geography

Chemistry
Psychology
English
Speech
Music
Business Administration
Business Administration
Political Science
Spanish
Military Science
Music
Marketing
Anatomy

Vocational/Technical Education
Botany

Safety Education
Economics
Modern Languages
Philosophy

Lab School
Mathematics
English
Microbiology
Management
Science
History
Speech
Vocational/Technical Education
Geology
Chemistry
Biochemistry
English
Anatomy
Business Administration
Military Science/Engineering
Education
Microbiology
Education
Social Studies
Accounting
Education
Chemistry
Engineering
Education
Nursing
Chemistry
Chemistry
Chemistry
Pathology
Home Economics
Music
Medicine
Education
Economics
Journalism
German
Spanish

Speech

1945-1946
1960-1973
1943-1945
1930-1931
1924-1925
1940-1942
1969-1970
197619751955-1972
196719771946-1972
1946-1974
1967-1969
19601951-1954
1953-1954
1973-1974
19781969-1971
19511968-1977
1960-1965
1975-1976
19701951-1967
1979195219781977-1978
19571946-1977
19751972-1974
1963-1964
1962-1965
19781960-1961
19751969-1973
1962-1978
1971-1973
19781971-1975
1969-1970
1977-1979
1950-1969
1946-1948
1958-1959
1967-1970
19681931-1948
1969-1974
1975-1976
19791926-1940
1926-1950
19761926-1933
1950-1959
1971-1976
1936-1942
19601971-1974

Murphy, Paul
Murray, Elmo
Musgrave, Paul
Musser, Nancy
Mutchnik, Robert
Myers, Emmett Edwin

Medicine
Mathematics
Education
Lab School
Criminal Justice
Art

1978-1979
1932-1933
1938-1962
1949-1950
19771902-1937

Nameth, Andrew
Navarre, Alfred
Necco, Ed
Neely, Harold
Neely, Reva Belle
Nestor, James
Newman, Carol
Nichols, Jack
Nies, Alexander
Noble, Alma
Noble, Reginald
Nordeen, Elizabeth
Norris, Joseph
Norton, George
Norton, Wilbert
Novak, Elaine
Nowery, Lawrence
Nunley, G. Scott
Nuzum, Lawrence

Physical Education
Geology
Education
Political Science
Home Economics
Education
Art
Education
Psychiatry
French
Science
English
English
Mathematics
Commerce
Speech
Criminal Justice
English
Education

1974-1975
1929-1937
19721972-1976
1946-1969
1975-1977
1972-1974
197019781941-1969
1962-1969
19671970-1972
1970-1972
1938-1942
19561978-1979
1969-1974
1947-1970

Oakerson, Ronald
Oberly, Ralph
O'Connell, Thomas
O'Donnell, Roderick
Oetgen, George
O'Hanlon, Daniel
Obgren, Linnea
Oliphant, Charles
Oliverio, Mary Ellen
Olson, Albert
Olson, Le Vene
Olson, Robert
Olson, Thomas
Oltman, John
O'Neal, William
O'Quinn, Louis
O'Reilly, F. Warren
Ortleb, Charles
Osbourne, Judith
Overholt, Shirley
Owen, Jeanne
Owens, Diana
Oxley, Leo

Political Science
Physics
Music
Physical Education
English
Legal Assisting
Sociology
Journalism
Business Administration
Economics
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Speech
Engineering
Philosophy
Military Science
Economics
Political Science
Business Administration
Nursing
Business Administration
Business Administration
Nursing
Political Science

19741970194819751963-1966
19781971-1974
1970-1972
1949-1951
1938-1948
1971196819551972-1973
1951-1954
1948-1951
1952-1953
1966-1967
1961-1967
19681947-1956
19781946-1949

Paesani, Andrew
Page, Clayton
Page, Helen
Pankin, Mark
Park, Sarah
Parker, Norma
Parnell, Thomas
Parrish, Virginia
Parsons, Katherine
Parsons, Mandana
Pathak, Chandra
Patram, Sarah
Patterson, David
Patton, John

Speech
Speech
Speech
Mathematics
Library Science
Speech
Physics
French
Nursing
Lab School
Economics
Nursing
Criminal Justice
English

1959-1962
1946-1977
1946-1947
19721932-1935
1967-1968
1966-1967
1947-1976
19701922-1923
1969-1978
1965-1974
19741962-1963
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Paul, Blagoe
Pauley, C. Edman
Payne, Bruce
Payne, Virginia
Payne, William
Paynter, William
Peacock, Keith
Pearson, Ruth
Pederson, Willard
Pedroso, Antonio
Peele, Charles
Peltonen, Richard
Penrod, Daniel
Perez, Emilio
Perl, Walter
Perry, Clyde
Perry, James
Perry, Simon
Peters, Keith
Peterson, Donald
Peterson, Oda
Pett, Thelma
Pettibone, John
Phelps, Edward
Phillips, Bernice M.
Phillips, Edward
Phillips, Frances
Phillips, Gerald
Phillips, Irving
Phillips, Purdy
Phillips, Thomas
Phipps, Christine
Photiades, Photios
Pilegge, Betty Clifton
Piltz, Ethel
Pinckard, Harold
Pinkow, David
Pino, Rene
Pitt, Julia
Pitt, William Page
Pittman, Philip
Plotnik, Mortin
Plott, John
Plumley, Virginia
Plybon, Ben
Plybon, Ira
Plymale, Edward L.
Plymale, Lyle F.
Plymale, Sallie
Poff, Kenneth
Pollitt, J. Donald
Poole, George G.
Poole, William
Porter, Agnes
Potter, Dorothy
Powell, Luther
Powell, William
Power, William
Powers, Richard
Pradip, Ishwar
Prater, Moira
Prelaz, Edward
Prey, Phillip
Pribble, Mary Jo
Price, Howard
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Military Science
Accounting
Finance
Education
Physics
Social Studies
Speech
Nursing
Physical Education
Spanish
Mathematics
Education
Psychology
Speech
German
Sociology
Psychology
Political Science
Social Studies
Pathology
Lab School
Education
Journalism
Chemistry
English
Economics
Lab School
Social Studies
Commerce
Military Science
Physics
Chemistry
Mathematics
Education
Marketing
Journalism
Music
Spanish
English
Journalism
English
Economics
Philosophy
Educational Media
Mathematics
English
Biological Science
Physics
Education
Biological Science
English
Military Science
Education
Speech
Physical Education
Military Science
English
English
Marketing
Botany
Geography
Physical Education
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Chemistry
Chemistry

1969-1970
19761970-1973
1966-1967
1941-1942
19681978-1979
19771950-1953
1962-1963
19671968-1969
1976-1978
1972-1974
1948-1975
19731950-1960
19621970-1974
19791935-1947
1968-1972
1969-1970
1925-1932
19641971-1974
1922-1923
1948-1968
1927-1929
1954-1957
1959-1960
1956-1959
1968-1973
1955-1961
1960-1974
1929-1942
1971-1972
1947-1950
1929-1930
1926-1971
19681946-1947
196519691959-1965
19701946-1974
196519681967-1970
1936-1963
1970-1973
1959-1960
1959-1961
1926-1930
1970-1974
1966-1967
1957-1960
19771966-1968
1929-1930
195419771961-1963
1971-

Prichard, Fanny
Prichard, Lucy
Prickett, Kellam
Prickett, Wilson
Prince, Louise
Prow, William
Pullen, Judy
Purdy, Ralph
Pursley, Wilbur
Putz, Marilyn

Latin
Latin
Speech
Business Administration
Physics
Military Science
English
Education
Music
English

1925-1929
1914-1941
1946-1948
1950-1951
1939-1940
19791965-1971
1950-1956
1950-1964
1956-

Quast, Theodore
Queen, Bernard
Quilty, Robert
Quittner, Howard

Economics
Education
Psychology
Pathology

1972-1973
19631975-1976
1978-

Raczok, Harry
Radeka, Nickolas
Radig, William
Railey, Jimmy
Rainey, L. L.
Ramsey, Marjorie
Ramsey, William
Rankin, Gary
Ranson, Otis
Rardin, Darrell
Rauch, Louis
Raus, ·Robert
Ray, Donald
Raynor, Susan
Reed, Terence
Rees, Constance
Reeves, Carole
Reeves, John
Regula, Walter
Reilly, Archer
Reynolds, G. Fredric
Rhodes, Charles
Rhymer, Donna
Rice, Alva
Rice, Maurice
Rice, Roberta
Richardson, James
Richmond, Neil
Riddel, Frank
Rider, Mattie
Rider, Virginia
Rife, Ada
Riggall, John
Riles, Robert
Ritchie, Charles
Rivers, Price
Rivlin, Jule
Roberts, Betty
Roberts; Clyde
Roberts, Joseph
Roberts, Kathryn
Robertson, Kathleen
Robillard, Eugene
Robinson, Donald
Robinson, John
Robinson, L. Vernon
Robinson, Ruth
Robinson, Wilbur
Rogers, Clara

Biological Science
Education
Accounting
Physical Education
Military Science
Home Economics
English
Pharmacology
Speech
Speech
Physics
Physical Education
Psychology
Speech
Mathematics
Art
Speech
Sociology
Education
Mathematics
Chemistry
Medicine
Nursing
English
Military Science
Surgery
Sociology
Zoology
Social Studies
Home Economics
Education
Nursing
Political Science
Social Studies
Education
Psychology
Physical Education
Physical Education
Finance
Chemistry
Nursing
Speech
Marketing
Pharmacology
Zoology
Physics
Physical Education
Mathematics
Education

1968-1978
1970-1972
19721971-1975
1960-1963
1968-1969
197019781931-1972
1930-1931
1942-1944
1975-1978
19751967-1969
1971-1972
1967-1970
1965-1966
1970-1971
1962-1975
1918-1920
1965-1968
19791971-1972
1946-1951
1957-1959
1978-1979
1949-1969
1938-1939
19681931-1932
1937-1954
1968-1970
1967-1968
1965-1967
1959-1978
1967-1969
1955-1963
19691979196619761946-1970
1972-1973
19771932-1936
1942-1944
1932-1962
1942-1943
1927-1929
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Rogers, Jimmy
Rogers, Wiley
Rogers, William
Rollins, Ronald
Rosenbaum, Milton
Ross, Donald
Ross, Oliver
Ross, Walter
Rosswurm, Mary Ann
Rosswurm, Richard
Roth, Stuart
Roudebush, Russell
Rouse, Myrtle
Rowe, Clyde
Rowe, Stephen
Rowley, James
Rowsey, Robert
Royer, Herbert
Rubin, Gerald
Rubis, Lorraine
Rummell, Martha
Rumple, Ora
Runyan, Charles
Runyan, Francis
Russell, Flora
Russell, Harry
Russell, Helen
Russell, Walter
Rutherford, James

Geography
Geology
Journalism
English
Medicine
Military Science
History
Psychology
Nursing
Political Science
Psychiatry
Education
Home Economics
Military Science
English
English
Biological Science
Physical Education/Education
Mathematics
·
Surgery
Lab School/Education
Chemistry
Education
Military Science
Sociology
Speech
Physical Education
Military Science
Education/Physics

19721969-1977
1978-1979
1960-1966
197819771964-1967
1969-1972
1974196819791921-1953
1936-1961
1971-1972
1967-1971
1946-1948
1966-1970
1948197719791938-1979
1947-1964
1953-1974
1975-1977
1963-1964
1962-1964
1921-1926
1967-1969
1960-

Sackrison, Robert
Sadler, William
Safir, Arthur
Sager, Michael
Salvatore, Ernie
Sanderson, Dewey
Sasser, Maria S.
Saunders, J. Harvey
Saunders, Robert
Savage, Robert
Sawaniewski, Walter
Scarlett, Melvin
Schad, Ruth
Schall, Richard
Schena, George
Schenck, Lewis
Scher, Kenneth
Scher, Nancy
Schleicher, Jane
Schmidt, Darrell
Schmitt, William
Schneider, Clifford
Schneider, John
Schneider, Selma
Scholl, Allen
Schulte, Henry
Schwartz, Herman
Schwendiman, Gary
Scott, Charles
Scott, Ralph
Scrivner, Charles
Scrudato, Ronald
Seaberg, Dorothy
Searls, Sharon
Sears, Leon

Education
Family Practice
Criminal Justice
Physical Education
Journalism
Geology
Art
History
Physical Education
English
English
Journalism
Sociology
Music
Education
Bible
Surgery
Medicine
Music
Mathematics
Family Practice
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Commerce
English
Chemistry
Journalism
Military Science
Psychology
Lab School
English
Engineering
Geology
Business Administration
Nursing
Mathematics

1977-1979
1975-1976
1975-1976
1970-1972
197819711947-1949
1968-1971
19671966-1970
19631951-1953
1928-1935
1963-1965
1976-1978
1925-1926
197819781969-1972
1976197819791930-1932
1920-1921
1948-1962
1975-1979
1957-1960
1969-1972
1957-1959
1928-1929
1946-1951
1969-1971
1947-1955
1969-1970
1958-1965

Sease, George
Sechler, Robert
Sedgwick, Timothy
Seidel, Michael
Selvage, Watson
Shafer, Berkeley
Shafer, Patricia
Shafer, Sereno
Shamblen, James
Shambora, Walter
Shanholtzer, Wesley
Sharma, Chandra
Shaw, John
Shaw, Wan Hua
Shay, Margaret
Shealy, Ann
Sheets, Louis
Sheikh, Ahmed
Shelton, Kemper
Shepherd, Jane
Shipe, William
Shipp, Travis
Shirk, John
Shively, Max
Shoemaker, Jon
Shouse, James
Sill, Maurice
Silver; Judith
Simalka, Raouf
Simms, Cecil
Simons, Eugene
Simpkins, Karen
Simpkins, Katherine
Simpkins, O. Norman
Singh, Dayal
Singh, Rayendra
Singh, Ram
Singleton, Alice
Sisarcick, Wood
Skeins, Harry
Skelton, Marjorie
Skidmore, Herrol
Slaatte, Howard
Sloan, William
Smart, Kenneth
Smith, Allen
Smith, Birna
Smith, Ella Stull
Smith, Frances
Smith, Gerald Wayne
Smith, Grady
Smith, Hannah Huff
Smith, Jack
Smith, James
Smith, John
Smith, Judy Kay
Smith, Mattie Mary
Smith, Roger
Smith, Ronald
Smith, Roy
Smith, Russell
Smith, Thelma
Smith, Walter
Snider, Ruth Potter
Snodgrass, Coral

Military Science
English
Bible/Religion
Biological Science
Psychology
Physics
Management
Physical Education
Military Science
Military Science
Physics
Chemistry
Physical Education
Mathematics
Nursing
English
English
Political Science
Physical Education
Music
Lab School
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Military Science
Journalism
Biological Science
Education
Sociology
Mathematics
Modern Languages
Business Administration
Engineering
Sociology
Education
Sociology
Finance
Surgery
Sociology
Lab School
Mathematics
Mllltary Science
Speech
Engineering
Philosophy
Education
Accounting
Engineering
Speech
Physical Education
Physical Education
History
Military Science
Education
Art
Geography
Counseling/Rehabilitation
Speech
Lab School
Modern Languages
Surgery
Physics
Education
Lab School/Education
Education
Lab School
Finance

1957-1959
1946-1959
1976-1977
19741925-1928
1942-1968
19771928-1930
1975-1977
1971-1975
19661968-1972
1968-1969
1978-1979
1960-1963
1964-1965
1954-1956
1969-1970
1921-1923
19581950-1955
1974-1977
19791973-1974
1964-1972
1920-1945
196919791969-1972
1948-1950
1938-1941
19761971194819741977-1979
19691947-1950
19651969-1972
1954-1955
1962-1969
19651969-1970
1965-1971
1968-1974
19681968-1979
1959-1963
1950-1954
1973-1974
1949-1951
1961-1966
1967-1970
19691966-1969
1925-1928
1976-1978
1978-1979
1942-1944
1949-1950
1950-1975
1960-1967
1944-1945
1976-1978
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Soistmann, Theodore
Sowards, Harry
Sowry, Brenda
Spear, Frank
Spearce, Wilma C.
Spencer, Herbert
Spencer, Mary
Spindel, Donna
Sprague, Victor
Sprotzer, Ira
Sprouse, Donald
Stacy, William
Stais, James
Stalnaker, Elizabeth
Stanley, Juanita
Stark, Tom
Starkey, Frieda
Stathers, George
Steele, Mary Helen
Steele, Randolph
Steele, Richard
Stehr, Bennie
Stetson, Hugh
Stemmerman, Marguerite
Stender, John
Stephen, Charles
Stephen, Jane
Stephens, Mary
Stern, Allan
Sterns, Harvey
Sterrett, John K.
Stevenson, Olla
Stewart, David
Stewart, Paul
Stewart, Troy
Stinson, Samuel
Stoakes, James
Stoeckel, Althea
Stone, Dennis
Stone, Floreane
Stone, James
Stone, Joseph
Stone, Pauline
Stone, Richard
Stooke, David
Straight, Roy
Strouss, Adella
Stull, Gary
Stump, E. Turner
Stump, Nancy
Suarez, Josephine
Suiter, Phil
Sullenberger, Tom
Sullivan, Bernice
Sullivan, Betty Jo
Sullivan, Henry
Sullivan, James
Sulllvan, Susan
Sullivan, William
Sultan, Belen
Sutton, Gerald
Swann, Margaret
Swearingen, Mack
Sweetser, Wendell
Swiger, Katherine
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Education
Education
Psychology
Journalism
Education
Medicine
Nursing
History
Zoology
Finance
Geology
Music
Spanish
Education
Mathematics
Physical Education
English
French
Music
English
Political Science
Business Administration
Mathematics
Pediatrics
English
Geography
Sociology
Education
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Education
Mathematics
French
Geology
Political Science
Political Science
Engineering
English
Social Studies
Chemistry
Home Economics
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Finance
Lab School
Marketing
English
Lab School
Home Economics
Finance
Speech
Modern Languages
Modern Languages
Education
Criminal Justice
Education
Home Economics
Speech
History
Speech
English
Nursing
Physical Education
Education
History
Economics
Nursing

1966-1968
196619781959-1963
1921-1927
19781961-1966
19761940-1944
1975-1979
1953-1954
1968-1974
1950-1960
1916-1925
1943-1944
1931-1935
1946-1963
1939-1940
1927-1945
1955-1956
1959-1962
1962-1964
1929-1930
19791929-1961
196619731939-1957
19771969-1972
1947-1950
1907-1940
1949-1956
194819721940-1977
1929-1944
1959-1960
1977-1978
1975-1976
197319711945-1946
197819671945-1946
1943-1970
1972-1973
1925-1930
19681967-1968
1966-1972
19761968-1970
1962-1968
1969-1976
1963-1964
1977-1978
196819751921-1922
1960-1969
1928-1929
19771965-1967

Sword, John
Sylvis, James
Sytsma, Martin

Physical Education
Physical Education
Economics

1965-1969
1967-1969
1966-1969

Tabatabai, Shirine
Taggart, James
Tallman, Charles
Tandy, Phyllis
Tarter, Donald
Taylor, Allen
Taylor, Elinor
Taylor, James
Taylor, Jon
Taylor, Ralph
Taylor, Wayne
Taylor, William
Teel, John
Templeton, Linda
Ten Harmsel, Larry
Terry, Eleanor
Theis, Anna V.
Thomas, Caroline
Thomas, Florence
Thomas, Stuart
Thomas, William
Thompson, Clifton
Thompson, Damon
Thompson, Helen
Thompson, James
Thompson, Layton
Thompson, Lucille
Thorn, Eric
Thornburg, Daniel
Thornton, Richard
Tillotson, Mary R.
Tinkle, William
Todd, Leslie
Tomkies, Constance
Tomlinson, Muriel
Toole, H. Gresham
Tope, George
Topping, Shirley
Toulouse, Ronald
Triplett, Mary Lyon
Tripp, Harley
Tucker, Glenn
Tucker, Harriet Wells
Tucker, Lawrence
Tucker, Neil
Tucker, Robert
Tucker, Willis
Tudor, Hattie
Tullpan, Margaret
Tullis, Florence
Turbyfill, Thomas
Turko, John
Turner, Ralph
Turner, Taylor
Tweet, William
Twitchell, Beverly
Tygart, Kathy
Tyson, A. Mervin

Management
Music
Physical Education
Education
Biological Science
Computer Science
English
Psychology

Lab School
Art
English
Education
Physical Education
Journalism
Education
Family Practice
Art
Nursing
English

197819701925-1929
1952-1953
1969197819701947-1950
1976-1977
197219711936-1938
19671974-1979
1971-1974
19711953-1976
1977-1978
1946-1950
197219791965-1966
1961-1963
1928-1932
1965-1970
1955-1976
1946-1947
19561957-1959
19771950-1952
1932-1933
1931-1946
1928-1929
1946-1947
1925-1963
1952-1955
1947-1948
1972-1979
1957-1961
1946-1947
1969-1973
1945-1977
1937-1940
1963-1965
1970-1971
1931-1936
1911-1935
1949-1951
1926-1936
1957-1959
1969-1976
196819681979197219781959-1977

U rian, George
Utterback, William

Engineering
Zoology

1947-1957
1919-1945

Journalism

Biological Science
Physical Education
Commerce
English
Marketing
English
Educational Media
Educational Media
Computer Science
Botany

Psychology
Industrial Supervision
Chemistry
English
English
Education

Mathematics
Engllsh

English
Journalism
Military Science
Education
Biology
Chemistry
Latin
French/Spanish
History
Military Science
English
Office Administration
Psychology
Chemistry
Education
Lab School/Music
Speech
Economics
Finance
English

309

Valentine, Carol
Van Bibber, Florence
VanderZalm, Lindley
Van Dyke, Malcolm
Van Voris, Lee
Varney, William
Vass, Margaret Smith
Velasquez, Elisa
Venables, Kathryn
Vernon, William
Vest, Gayle
Vest, Marian
Via, Pam
Vickers, Carole
Victor, Leonard
Virgallito, Beulah
Vosbein, Henry
Vukovich, Linda
Waite, Richard
Waldron, Diana
Walker, Lewis
Walker, Nova
Walker, Thomas
Walker, William
Wall, James R.
Wall, James W.
Wallace, Frances
Wallace, William
Walp, Paul
Walton, David
Ward, Bobby
Ward, George
Ward, Harold
Ward, James
Warncke, Wayne
Warren, John
Washington, Mary
Wassum, Mary
Wassum, William
Watkins, Barry
Watts, Mary Rensford
Way, W. Stewart
Waybright, Anna
Weaks, Thomas
Webb, Bert
Webb, Charles
Weber, Marjorie
Webster, Wesley
Weems, Carolyn
Wehler, Katherine
Weidman, James
Weikle, Roger
Weill, Herman
Weiss, Edith
Welch, George
Weller, Barbara
Wellman, Ruth
Wells, David
Wells, Jane
Welty, Leonard
Wensley, Robert
Werthammer, Joseph
Werthammer, Siegfried
West, Fenton
Westbrook, William
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English
Psychology
Education
Military Science
Medicine
Education
Education
Spanish
Sociology
Military Science
Modem Languages
Art
Speech
Home Economics
Pathology
English
Military Science
Finance
Education
English
Chemistry
Lab School
French
Community Medicine
Geology
Education
English
Counseling/Rehabilitation
Political Science
Psychology
Education
Psychology
Biological Science
Sociology
English
Biological Science
English
Speech
English
Physiology
Lab School
Physical Education
English
Biological Science
Education
Business Administration
Physical Education
English
Physical Education
English
Marketing
Marketing
History
Spanish/German
Physics
Nursing
Education
Art
English
Mathematics
Military Science
Pediatrics
Pathology
Zoology
Economics /Sociology

19651937-1957
1928-1959
1968-1970
19781950-1951
19581930-1935
1966-1968
1968-1970
1969-1972
1931-1937
1971-1973
19661978-1979
19601964-1967
19791969-1977
19681957-1963
1938-1940
1946-1948
19791962-1963
1958-1961
1929-1937
19671935-1937
1972-1978
1967-1969
196219501972-1974
1954-1963
19721946-1954
1973-1974
1965-1966
19771949-1956
1966-1975
1926-1933
19711971-1972
19671925-1929
1969-1974
1930-1932
1922-1953
1973-1977
1972-1974
1974-1976
1946-1948
1928-1931
1976-1977
19701975-1976
19661946-1947
1954-1957
197819761942-1944
1971-

Westerhof, Anthony
Whaley, Gary
Wharton, Carol
Whear, Paul
Wheat, Harry
Wheeler, John
Wheeler, Sanford
Whelpley, Frances
White, Arthur
White, Frank
White, Jacqueline
White, Louise Sires
White, Luther
White, Marion
White, Mary Williamson
Whitehill, Buell
Whitehurst, Mary
Whitfield, Margaret
Whitley, Thurmon
Whitlock, Maxwell
Whitsel, Lucy
Wickline, Daniel
Wickline, Delores
Wideman, Thomas
Wiggett, Gail
Wilburn, William
Wilder, Bliss
Wilkerson, Gladys
Wilkins, Robert
Wilkinson, Linda
Willard, Del
Willey, Harold
Williams, John David
Williams, Mary E.
Williams, Nelson
Williams, T. D. Duncan
Williams, Tony
Williams, W. Donald
Wilson, Anna
Wilson, Isabella C.
Wilson, James
Wilson, John
Wilson, Laura
Wilson, Otis
Wilson, Pauletta
Wilson, Zenith
Winn, Stephen
Winnett, Vernon
Winters, Claude
Wise, Russell
Wiswell, Meredith
Witofsky, Stanley
Wolf, Elizabeth
Wolfard, Lee
Wolfe, Lillian
Wolfe, Mary
Wolff, Robert
Wolszon, John
Wood, Calvin
Wood, Porter
Woodburn, Olive
Wooden, Warren
Woodford, Charles
Woods, Roy
Woodward, David

Psychology
Management
Sociology
Music
Education
Speech
Speech
Chemistry
Political Science
Mathematics
Speech
Education
Management
Military Science
English
Speech
Music
Home Economics
Mathematics
Aeronautics
Latin/Greek
Physical Education
Business Administration
Education
Geology
Sociology
Military Science
Biology
History
Speech
Chemistry
Education
Speech
Mathematics
Chemistry
English
Education
Physical Education
Home Economics
Home Economics
Speech
Physics
Nursing
Education
Management
Art
Sociology
Journalism
Engineering
Mathematics
Management/Finance
Speech
Psychology
Business Administration
Education
Education
Music
Chemistry
Military Science
Business Administration
Lab School
English
Speech
Education
History

1942-1944
1973-1975
1974-1976
19691925-1935
1968-1970
1942-1946
1946-1965
1922-1927
1946-1953
1969-1971
1948-1953
1972-1978
1973-1977
1937-1958
1935-1937
1935-1940
1971-1972
1970-1979
1943-1945
1929-1963
1953-1956
1957-1960
1969-1973
1977-1978
1972-1973
1960-1964
1939-1940
1964-1967
1973-1974
1946-1947
19461948-1950
1942-1946
1950-1952
1966-1975
197019721923-1925
1921-1936
1974-1977
1961-1962
19671935-1945
1977-1978
1928-1929
19741967-1968
1947-1950
1950-1951
19701970-1973
1960-1977
1921-1949
1968-1969
1974-1975
19631955-1958
1968-1971
1950-1952
1923-1925
196819751927-1963
1970-
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Woofter, Marie
Workman, Earl
Workman, Larry
Wotiz, John
Wright, Bernice
Wright, Christine
Wright, G. Harry
Wright, James
Wright, Kathryn
Wright, Norma
Wylie, R.

Lab School
Music
Education
Chemistry
Mathematics
Education
Speech
Modern Languages
Education
Lab School
Physics

1945-1946
1946-1948
1969-1970
1962-1967
1946-1972
1930-1937
1928-1935
1976-1977
19671921-1927
1909-1921

Yarbro, J. David
Young, Jeffrey
Young, Matthew

French
Economics
General Business

1939-1946
19761979-

Zargan, Robert
Zban, William
Zelinko, Margaret
Zell, John
Zelnak, Martha
Zerbe, Richard
Zerbe, Samuel C.
Zinn, Edith

Military Science
Education
Occupational/ Adult/Safety Education
Engineering
Lab School
Economics
Political Science
Art

1959-1962
1963-1966
19791938-1947
1950-1956
1964-1966
1968-1969
1964-1965

17. HONORARY DEGREES GRANTED BY MARSHALL
1928
Dwight Whitney Morrow
Guy Fielding Yost

LL.D.
LL.D.

1930
Charles Curtis
Leonard A. Busby
Herbert Fitzpatrick

LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.

1932
George S. Laidley
Jose Manuel Ping Cascuranc

LL.D.
LL.D.

1933
Joseph Rosier
Bennett Champ Clark

LL.D.
LL.D.

1937
Douglas Southall Freeman
Colonel J. Harvey Long
The Honorable J.F.T. O'Connor

Litt. D.
LL.D.
LL.D.

1939
James D. Francis
Arthur S. Schoffstall

LL.D.
D.Sc.

1941
W.W. Trent
General Delos Emmons
Dr. S. Roger Tyler

LL.D.
D.Sc.
LL.D.

1944
Louis Bromfield

Litt.D.

1950
Raymond Brewster
James B. Shouse

Litt.D.
Litt.D.

1951
John Ripley Young

Litt.D.

1952
Joseph Ben Robinson
Henry Clay Warth
Charles M. Wiltse

D.Sc.
LL.D.
Litt.D.

1953
Thomas C. Donnelly
Irvin Stewart

Litt.D.
LL.D.
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1954
Colonel Justice M. Chambers
Arthur B. Koontz
Wallace S. Sayre

314

LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.

1955
Miss Winifred Neuman
Miss Mary Titus
Henry J. Kaiser

Ped.D.
Ped.D.
L.H.D.

1956
Philip, Sporn

L.H.D.

1957
R. Virgil Rohrbough
William Pearson Tolley

Ped.D.
LL.D.

1958
Dr. James E. Allen
Paul Blazer

Litt.D.
LL.D.

1959
Dr. Franklin L. Burdette

LL.D.

1960
Lawrence R. Lynch
Dr. John F. Thompson

LL.D.
L.H.D.

1961
Governor W. W. Barron
John Calhoun Baker
Herman Cliff Hamilton

LL.D.
L.H.D.
Ped.D.

1962
Dr. Paul A. Miller
Jesse Hilton Stuart
Dr. Newman H. Dyer

LL.D.
Litt.D.
P.A.D.

1963
Miss Phyllis Curtin
David L. Francis
Miles C. Stanley
Cyrus R. Vance
Dr. Robert B. Stewart
John D. Maurice
Dr. Festus P. Summers
Jim Comstock

Mus.D.
LL.D.
L.H.D.
LL.D.
Litt.D.
Litt.D.
Litt.D.
Litt.D.

1964
Monroe Jackson Rathbone (2/25/64)
Dr. John D. Millett
Dr. Andrew R. Bird
Dr. Alfred R. Neumann
Dr. Alfred Dixon Callihan

D.Sc.
L.H.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
D.Sc.

1965
Governor Hulett C. Smith
Rosanna A. Blake (Hulse)

LL.D.
LL.D.

1966
Dr. Harrison Herbert Ferrell
Kenneth Otto Stettler
Governor Edward T. Breathitt

LL.D.
L.H.D.
LL.D.

1967
Dr. J. Frank Bartlett
Henry Smith Wingate
Helen M. Thompson
Dr. Francis Axtell Scott

LL.D.
LL.D.
Mus.D.
L.H.D.

1968
Herbert K. Baer
Dr. Stewart H. Smith
Marvin L. Stone
Alan S. Boyd
Chester A. Arents

Ped.D.
L.H.D.
Litt.D.
LL.D.
D.Sc.

1969
Sol Hurok (In Absentia)
Governor Arch Alfred Moore, Jr.
Charles Elwood Yeager

L.H.D.
LL.D.
D.Sc.

1970
Mrs. Memphis Tennessee Garrison
Orin Ellsworth Atkins

L.H.D.
LL.D.

1971
Pearl S. Buck
Judge Frank Cruise Haymond

Litt.D.
LL.D.

1972
Dr. Charles A. (Carl) Hoffman
Dr. Philip G. Hoffman

D.Sc.
L.H.D.

1973
Dr. George H. Crumb
The Reverend Ernest Gordon

Doctor of Music
Doctor of Humanities

1974
United States Senator Robert C. Byrd

Doctor of Laws

1975
John William Hanifin

Doctor of Laws

1976
Louis Edward Grubb
James Gindling Harlow
Joseph James Smith

Doctor of Laws
Doctor of Humane Letters
Doctor of Science
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1977
Governor John Davison Rockefeller, IV
Dr. Norman Bayard Green

Doctor of Laws
Doctor of Science

1978
Albert Charles Esposito
Doctor of Science
James H. (Buck) Harless
Doctor of Humane Letters
Senator Jennings Randolph
Doctor of Laws
(Awarded at Medical School Convocation Jan. 10, 1978)
1978
Dr. Leo~ Howard Sullivan

Doctor of Humane Letters

1979
Senator Joseph Robinette Biden (Delaware)
1980
John Drinko
Dr. Charles H. Moffat

Doctor of Laws
Doctor of Laws
Doctor of Humane Letters

18. PRESIDENTS
OF THE
MARSHALL UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
1931-1980
1931
1932
1933-1934
1935-1936
1937-1938
1939-1940
1941-1942
1943
1944-1945
1946
1947-1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954-1955
1956
1957-1958
1959
1960
1961
1962-1963
1964-1965
1966-1967
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Mr. Howard B. Lee
Mr. George W. Sharp
Judge Charles W. Ferguson
Mr. Clyde A. Wellman
Mr. Harry Wolfe, Jr.
Mr. Eugene H. Brown
Mr. C.H. (Jackie) McKown
Mr. John T. Watson
Mr. Thomas Stark
Mr. Frank E. Hanshaw
Mr. Leonard H. Samworth
Mr. Mack H. Brooks
Mr. Bernard Sammons
Mr. Y. Jefferson Rife
Mrs. Catherine Cundiff Boggs
Mr. William V. Langfitt
Mr. William A. Thompson
Mrs. Lucy McKnight Fitch
Mr. Donald Leckie
Mr. Donald F. Jenkins
Mr. David Fox, Jr.
Mr. John J. Foster
Mr. Harry Wolfe, Jr.
Mr. David A. Foard, Jr.
Dr. Ray R. Hagley

1968-1969
1970-1971
1972
1973
1973-1974
1975-1976
1977-1978
1979-to present

Mr. James 0. Porter
Dr. James E. Phipps
Dr. Robert P. Alexander
Dr. Everett N. Roush
Mr. James L. Farley
Mr. Donald D. Ferguson
Mr. Ezra A. Midkiff
Mr. Philip E. Cline

19. MARSHALL UNIVE,RSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
AWARD RECIPIENTS
1961

Mack Hugh Brooks

Class 1936

Distinguished Alumnus

Mary C. Boggs

Class 1926

Distinguished Alumnus

William A. Thompson

Class 1942

Distinguished Alumnus

Mildred S. Ritter

Att: 1926

Distinguished Alumnus

Frank Hanshaw

Class 1929

Distinguished Alumnus

Lucy McKnight Fitch
(deceased 1972)

Class 1929

Distinguished Alumnus

Kenneth Stettler

Class 1932

Honorary Alumnus

Dr. Stewart H. Smith

President
Emeritus

Honorary Alumnus

Raymond Brewster
(deceased)

Class 1930

Distinguished Alumnus

C. 0. (Pete) Wilson
(deceased 1964)

Class 1931

Distinguished Alumnus

Joe Silverman

Class 1941

Distinguished Alumnus

Otto A. (Swede) Gullickson
(deceased 1966)

Ret. Faculty

Honorary Alumnus

1965

Charles Kelly, M.D.

Class 1952

Distinguished Alumnus

1966

Mrs. Robert Mittendorf

Class 1955

.pistinguished Alumnus

Jim Comstock

Class 1934

Distinguished Alumnus

L. Marie White

Class 1924

Distinguished Alumnus

Orin E. Atkins

Class 1947

Distinguished Alumnus

Robert E. Yancey

Class 1943

Distinguished Alumnus

David A. Foard

Class 1943

Distinguished Alumnus

1962

1963

1964

1967

•
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1968

John Deaver Drinko

Class 1943

Distinguished Alumnus

Lou Sahadi

Class 1953

Alumni Service Award

Dr. Everett Roush

Att: 1955

Alumni Service Award

Dr. James Heckman

Friend

Alumni Service Award

Harry F. Moate, Jr.

Class 1936

Distinguished Alumnus

Dr. Charles A. (Carl) Hoffman

Att. 1931

Distinguished Alumnus

George Van Zandt

Friend

Alumni Service Award

Pauline Robinette

Friend

Honorary Alumnus

C. 0. McCormick, Jr.

Friend

Honorary Alumnus

John J. Goff

Att: 1973

Honorary Alumnus

1970

Ernest Leaberry

Class 1949

Distinguished Alumnus

1971

James 0. Porter

Class 1943

Distinguished Alumnus

John J. Goff

Att: 1973

Alumni Service Award

1972

Professor Curtis Baxter

Class 1929

Alumni Service Award

1973

Dr. J. Ben Robinson
(deceased 1977)

Class 1908

Distinguished Alumnus

Marvin L. Stone

Class 1947

Distinguished Alumnus

Dr. Winfield C. John

Friend

Distinguished Service

Dr. Albert C. Esposito

Friend

Distinguished Service

Leroy & Dee Caudill

1956-1949

Distinguished Service

Dr. Alfred R. Neumann

Class 1940

Distinguished Alumnus

Gay Pauley Sehon

Class 1942

Distinguished Alumnus

Professor W. Page Pitt
(deceased 1980)

Ret. Prof.

Distinguished Service

Walter E. Brewer, M.D.

Class 1947

Alumni Community Award

W. Ray McCoy

Class 1935

Alumni Community Award

Merlyn Diddle

Friend

Honorary Alumnus Award

Mrs. E. Forrest Jones

Class 1936

Distinguished Service

1969

1974

1975
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1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

Mrs. Bertha S. Filson
(deceased 1976)

Class 1901

Community Achievement

Robert E. Fleming

Class 1953

Community Achievement

William R. (Sonny) Allen

Class 1959

Distinguished Alumnus

William E. Blevins

Class 1951

Community Achievement

John L. (Patsy) Jefferson, Jr.
(deceased)

Class 1950

Distinguished Service

Soupy Sales

Class 1949

Distinguished Alumnus

Dr. William E. Hatfield

Class 1959

Distinguished Alumnus

Dr. Paul W. Whear

Faculty

Honorary Alumnus

James Michael Maroney

Class 1959

Distinguished Service

Eugene Hill Brown

Class 1936

Community Achievement

Charles C. Lanham

Class 1952

Community Achievement

John D. (Jack) Maurice

Class 1935

Distinguished Alumnus

Hez George Ward

Friend

Honorary Alumnus

The Rev. Joseph D. Duffey

Class 1954

Distinguished Alumnus

Bea Nelson Orr

Class 1952

Community Achievement

W. Donald Morris

£lass 1940

Distinguished Service

Dr. Charles Jay Gould, Jr.

Class 1934

Distinguished Alumnus

John F. Santrock

Class 1940

Community Achievement

H. Russell Troutman

Class 1955

Community Achievement

Dr. Charles H. Moffat

Ret. Faculty

Distinguished Service

Charlotte Berryman

Ret. Faculty

Honorary Alumnus

Dr. Harry Lyle Pardue

Class 1956

Distinguished Alumnus

James Lee Farley

Class 1965

Community Achievement

Dr. Bert E. McCormick

Class 1954

Community Achievement

Joseph W. Hunnicutt Ill

Class 1957

Distinguished Service

Robert W. Simmons

Friend

Honorary Alumnus
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20. DIRECTORS OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
1959-1965
1965-1969
1969-1973
1973-1980
1980-

John M. Sayre
Harry M. Sands
Howard B. St. Clair
Everett N. Roush
Karen Curnutte Thomas

21. ATHLETIC DIRECTORS, 1926-1980
J.E.R. Barnes
Thomas Dandelet
Cam Henderson
Luther F. Poling
Willard D. (Pete) Pederson
(acting)
Robert A. Morris, Jr.
Neal B. (Whitey) Wilson
Edgar 0. (Eddie) Barrett
Charlie Kautz
Joe McMullen
Lynn Snyder

1926
1935-1936
1937-1947
1948-1950
1951
1952-1959
1960-1966
1967-1968
1969-1970
1971-1978
1979-to present

22. FOOTBALL
RECORD OF COACHES
Rank
I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

320

Coach
Arch Reilly
Charles Tallman
Kemper Shelton
Alfred McCary
Cam Henderson
Boyd Chambers
Tom Dandelet
Russell Meredith
Johnny Maulbetsch
George Ford
Herb Royer
Pete Pederson
Charlie Snyder
Rick Tolley
Jack Lengyel
Frank Ellwood
Carl Shipley
Harrison Briggs
Perry Moss
Herbert Cramer

Years
1919
1925-28
1921-22
1904-08
1935-49*
1906-16
1931-34
1924
1929-30
1903
1953-58
1950-52
1959-67
1969-70
1971-74
1957-78
1917*
1923

Lost
0
9
6
9
46
27
16
4
8
2
31
19

1968
1920

18
33
119
62
36
8
18
4
54
31
89
19
42
44
9
8
10
8

Won
8
22
11
17
68
31
18
4
8
2
21
9
28
6
9
9+
1
1
0
0

TOTALS

73

635

276

331

Games
8
38

58
13

33
35+
7
7
9
8

Tied Pct.
0 .1000
7
.67
1
.63
7
.62
5
.592
4 .532
2 .528
0
.500
2
.500
.500
0
2 .407
3
.338
3
.331
0
.315
.214
0
.205
0
1 .166
0
.125
1
.050
0
.000

41

.467

Most Wins - Cam Henderson, 63
Most Games - Cam Henderson, 119
Most Years - Cam Henderson, 12 (two war years deleted)
Best Won-Lost Percentage - Arch Reilly, 1000 (one season)
No paid coach (1898-1902)
*War: No football in 1918, 1943-45
+ Includes forfeit by Morehead State (Sept. 6, 1976)
NOTE: Percentages figured by NCAA formula (tie equals ½ win, -½ loss)

BASKETBALL
RECORD OF THE COACHES
Years

Coach

1906-08
1908-14
1918-19
1920-21
1921-22
1922-23
1923-24
1924-25
1925-26
1926-27
1927-31
1931-35
1935-55
1955-63
1963-69
1969-71
1971-72
1972-77
1977-78

L.B. Crotty
Boyd Chambers
Arch Reilly
Kemper Shelton
Herbert Cramer
Barnes
Bill Strickling
Russ Meredith
Charles Tallman
Bill Strickling
Johnny Stuart
Tom Dandelet
Cam Henderson
Jule Rivlin
Ellis Johnson
Stewart Way
Carl Tacy
Bob Daniels
Stu Aberdeen

TOTALS

Won

Lost

Tied

Pct.

5
16
2
6
5
1
8
10
7
46
43
358
100
68
25
23
71
25

1
16
5
9
4
3
7
6
7
9
27
35
158
88
80
24
4
62
31

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

.833
.500
.285
.400
.555
.250
.533
.666
.563
.438
.594
.551
.694
.534
.459
.510
.852
.534
.446

831

575

2

.590

12
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23. COLLEGE SONGS
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College AdoJ?lB New 'Alma Mater' Song
Wo>'ds 8lf
JAMES R.HAWORTK

ALMA
f:'-1ATER
t'\AR$W>.ll. C()I.L[G,~

Mo.rsh.tll 06

Cradous A(-M,a Ma-ter We thy1Jome re- ve,..-e
kind t-o MarJho(( MayJhe srow ,n

r

.sari an(/ davghf,r chc.rt.$.h.thine honor dt-or
fail her ne-ver
Trve. to her beo,on tiome

fame

May each noble.

May her chi ldreri

t

Moy thy Tamp be ev-er bright 9CJ1d-1ng vs to
May "her .spi-rit brcwc and 4fron9 Honoi- right and

r
- --i
trvth and /i9 ht
conquer• wron 9

As a beacon o'er dark wa 0+er This r.s for thee ovr prayer
This thr, .burden of ovr ..son9..
Ev- er her trvth pro-cla1rn.

r

r;

Copyright 1935
Marshall College's new "Alma Mater" song is printed herewith for the first time. The words
were written this fall by James R. Haworth, Marshall '06, who remembered the music as
composed by his father, the late Dr. Clarence Everett Haworth, who served on the Marshall
faculty from 1907 until his death in 1929. Marshall College had long sought an original
"Alma Mater" song and this goal was realized when the Haworth song was officially adopted
this fall. The song has been played by the college band between halves of all Marshall home
games thJs eason. The Herald-Dispatch, in publishing the music, is doing so in the belief
that many Marshall students, fac11lty members and alumni would want copies to preserve,
since college officials said it Is unlikely that the music will be available in sheet-music form
for some time. Too Dr. Harry Mueller, band director, who arranged the music for the band,
has requested that all Marshallites learn the words so that they may join with students in
singing when the song is played at the Marshall-West Virginia Wesleyan game at Fairfield
Stadium this afternoon. (Reprinted From The Herald-Dispatch, November 28, 1935.)
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Dr. Charles Hill Moffat has been "Mr. History" at Marshall University since arriving on
campus in 1946. Known as a professor who demanded much from his students, Dr. Moffat
always taught to a full house. With his eloquent
vocabulary, Southern drawl, and cane, the History Department chairman fascinated freshmen
and graduate students alike with his animated
accounts of American and world history.
He was reared in Senatobia, Mississippi, and
earned his bachelor's and master's degrees from
the University of Mississippi. After receiving
his Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University in 1946,
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he came to Marshall. Huntington has been his
home ever since.
Although the professor retired in 1977, he
continued to teach on a part-time basis. Most of
his time, however, was spent researching Marshall's past for his book, Marshall Unirersity:
An Institution Comes of Age. Since completing
the volume, he has begun work on a history of
the Cabell County Medical Society.
Dr. Moffat received the Marshall University
Alumni Association's Distinguished Service
Award in 1979 and was awarded an honorary
degree by the University in 1980.

INDEX
Aberdeen, Stuart W. 269, 270

Alumni Association 59, 75, 101, 175, 177, 222,
248

Academy, Marshall 12-14
Adkins, Bob 107

American Association of University Professors 62,
89, 158, 159, 161, 211 226, 227, 228

Adkins, Howard 250

American Association of University Women 156

Adkins, Joan 250

American Chemical Society 132, 154, 156

Agency for International Development 192

American Civil Liberties Union 161

Airplane disaster 259-261

American Legion, Post 16 117, 142, 161

Alaquah, Cherokee Chief 173

Anderson, L. T. 160

Aldred, Frank K. 233

Anderson, Sara 245

Alexander, Robert 192, 245

Applied Science, College of 157, 177

Allen, Bob 267

Armco Steel 192

Allen, James Edward 60, 80, 85-113

Art Department 243

Allen, James Edward Jr. 110-111

Artists Series 68, 105, 164

Allen, James Stewart 183, 184

Arts and Sciences, College of 47, 49, 50, 51, 91,
130-131, 143, 150, 212, 219, 242

Allen, Virginia 241
Ashland Oil, Inc. 236, 248
Allen, William R. "Sonny" 267
Atkins, Orin E. 214
Alma Mater 96, 325
Bacon, Lee Fairchild 89
Alpha Chi Omega 167
Bailey, Alan 248, 250
Alpha Kappa Alpha 252
Bakalas, Jim 265
Alpha Kappa Psi 143
Balshaw, Paul 244, 252
Alpha Lambda Delta 157
Balsmeier, Philip 245
Alpha Phi Alpha 252
Barker, John G. 217-230
Alpha Psi Omega 55, 58
Barker, Lawrence W. 251
Alpha Sigma Alpha 43, 100
Barrett, Eddie 259
Alpha Sigma Phi 167
Alpha Tau Omega 252

Bartlett, John Frank, 91, 130-131, 143, 157, 182,
183, 184

Alpha Xi Delta 167

Bartlett, Minnie 185

Bauserman, Thomas 143

Boyer, W. R. 13

Baxter, Curtis 94, 104 139 143 160 164 16S
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Bragonier, A. T. SO
Branch Colleges 186

Beal, Lander 200
Brewster, Raymond 178, 204
Beck, Lloyd 140
Briggs, Harrison 69
Beech Tree Sl, 67
Brinker, Robert J. 58
Beatty, William 244
Britton, Robert 152
Beetham, W. E. 109
Broadwater, C. L. 76
Belshe, Robert 238
Brockman, Mary 56
Benedum Foundation 149, 186, 236
Broh, Henry 56
Berkery, Larry 263
Broh, Hite Wilson SS, 94
Bertoia, Harry 225, 243
Broh, Julius 94, 185
Bible, Department of 159
Brothers, Gloria 190
Bicentennial 251-252
Brown, Barbara 248
Big Green Club 109
Brown, Jack 139
Biglmeier, Franz 191
Brown, Lisle 220
Biological Sciences, Department of 63, 151, 153
Brown, Mahlon C. 137, 147, 224, 248
Birke Art Gallery 243
Buckeye Athletic Conference 106, 107
Black United Students 209
Buckeye Debate Conference 56
Bledsoe, Luther E. 109
Buell, Stephen D. 140
Diesi, Marius 91, 93
Buffington, William 13
Blumberg, Allen 148
Burgess, Frances 27, 28, St, 52, 53, 74, 152
B'nai B'rith Hillel 94
Burns, Fred 32
Board of Regents Degree 246
Bookstore 169

Burns, Rowland 238
Burnside, Maurice 119, 137, 163

Bosch, Frederick 66

Business, College of 213, 245

Boston, David 257

Buskirk Hall 233

Bottino, Michael 227-228

Buskirk, Lillian 90, 119, 170

Boucher, Chauncey 88, 89, 105

Byrd, Leo 109, 266, 267

Bowers, Elsworth V. 91, 97, 121

Cafeteria Building 106

Callihan, Alfred Dixon 62, 76, 120

Clark, Mrs. Donald 75

Campbell, Carl G. 79

Clark, James Beauchamp 15, 43

Campbell, Charles W. 40

Classical Association 27

Campbell, Margaret 149

Classics, Department of 141

Campus Christian Center 200

Cleveland, Bernard 197

Canterbury, Elmer 58

Coffey, William E. 224, 226, 248

Caplan, Philip 164

Cole, Ernest 245

Carmichael, Peter 99

College Bowl 185, 247

Carnes, Douglas 142

Collins, Edwin 213

Carnes, Nancy 190

Collins, Paul H; 128, 147, 162, 177, 186

Carpenter, Arthur S. 201, 218

Cometti, Elizabeth 131, 138, 143, 190

Carr, Emory 197, 198

Commencement exercises 16, 67

Carter, Dayton 33

Committee to Encourage Graduate Study 182

Carter, Tiller 173

Community College 241-242

Castillo, Francis 52

Comstock, Jim 178, 180, 198

Cavendish, Henry 42

Coon, Robert W. 237, 238, 241

Centennial, Marshall 96, 101-106

Corbly Hall 245

Centennial, West Virginia 198-200

Corbly, Lawrence J. 16-19, 58, 63

Cerveris, Michael E. 244

Cornfeld, Michael 243

Chakrabarty, M. R. 250

Corrie, George 137

Chamber of Commerce 57, 178

Coulter, James 132

Chambers, Fox 32

Cox, Donald 132

Chemistry Department 131, 132, 153, 156, 157

Cox, Henry Clay 75

Chesterman, C. D. 15

Cramer, Herb 68

Chi Beta Phi 58, 134

Cremeans, Taylor 149

Chief Justice 119, 172

Criminal Justice Department 221, 248

Childs, William 163

Crisp, Ray 263

Chilton, Ned 244

Crist, Frank 69

Clagg, Samuel E. 107, 132, 152, 233, 247, 249,
252, 256

Cobby, Edwin A. 147, 150, 247, 258

Cundiff, Hannah 42, 53, 94

Donnelly, Thomas C. 53, 61, 66, 75, 79, 94

Cunningham, Rodger 184

Douglas, James E. 223

Curris, Constantine 209

Douglass High School 148

Curry, Richard 137

Douthat, Lyell 74, 149

Dale, Edgar 233

Douthat, Pauline Dunfee 100

Dandelet, Thomas 69, 71

Dove, Walter 76

Danforth Foundation 130, 138, 184

Dressler, Cloris 191

Daniels, Bob 268

Drewry, Aubrey 245

D' Antoni, Andy 107

Dubs, Homer 54

D' Antoni, Dan 267

Duffey, Joseph 198, 250

D' Antoni, Mike 268, 269

Duke, David 248

Darlington, Hollie C. 92

Dunfee, Thomas 184

Daugherty, Duncan 74

Dunn, Bruce 138

Davidson, Jim 267

Durbin, Roberta 169

Davies, Carolyn 184

Easley, William K. 219

Davis, James 184

East, H. B. 248

Davis, Leslie 152, 163

Eastman, John 185

Dean, Keith 225

Eckard, Gary 41

Dearing, Lyda 15

Economics Department 147

Dedmon, Donald 212, 215, 219, 259, 261

Edeburn, Ralph 133

Delta Sigma Epsilon 100

Edmundson, Louise 73

Delta Sima Theta 252

Ellwood, Frank 262, 264

Delta Zeta 167

Engineering Science Department 90, 143, 157, 221

DeNoon, Anna 27, 223

English Department 138-139

Derbyshire, Charles E. 52

Erickson, Dick 265

Diehl, Rick 172

Eshbaugh, Bob 261

Dillon, Conley 61, 63, 76, 93, 120, 121, 136

Esposito, Albert C. 235-236, 237, 238

Doctors' Memorial Hospital 236

Eta Sigma Phi 141

Dohm, Catherine 132

Et Cetera 139

Evans, Dan K. 250

Frasure, William 41

Everett, Mrs. Naomi 23

Freedom and Racial Equality for Everyone 209

Faculty Advisory Board 233

Free Forum 210

Faculty Wives Club 174

French Department 141

Fagus 156, 171

Fulbright Lecturers 190

Fairfield Stadium 68, 70

Fulbright Scholars 189

Faller, Pat 185

Galgano, Michael 221, 247, 251

Fathergill, Arthur A. 159

Galloway, Percy 169, 170

Feil, Madeline 121, 138, 163

Gannett Newspaper Foundation 222, 236, 244

Felty, Walter 170, 223

Gant, Mike 259
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Gardner, Terry 262
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Garrett, Ruth 148

Ferguson, Yvonne 152
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Gatski, Frank 266

Feymoyer, Robert E. 119
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Fi Bater Capper 64

Geography, Department of 118, 152

Filliez, John "Fuzzy" 263, 264

Geology, Department of 133

Fisher, Dorothy 190

German, Department of 36

Fitch, Frederick A. 143, 151

Gibbins, Neil L. 212

Fleshman, Eunice 185
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Fleisch, Robert 104

Gibson, Don 256

Floods 64, 97, 98, 99

Gilbert, Frank 57, 92

Flower, Ruth 76

Gillmore, David H. 251

Ford Foundation 149, 159

Glasgow, Clayton 220

Ford, George M. 31, 58, 59, 62
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Foreign Languages, Department of 140
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Fors, Juan 52, 65, 66, 162
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Fors, Marion Vest 94, 102

Gould, Alan 242-243, 246, 247

"Forward Marshall" 222

Graduate School 90, 146, 152, 221, 246
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Gray, Rex 149

Green Acres School 150

Hatfield, Nina Lee 185, 271

Green Gals 271

Hatton, Robert 241

Greenleaf, William 66, 98

Hawkins, W. B. 58

Green, N. Bayard 132, 133, 143, 182, 212, 213,
223

Hawley, Roy "Legs" 69, 71, 269
Haworth, Clarence E. 26, 30, 53, 96
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History, Department of 137
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International Relations Club 58, 63, 116, 189, 191
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Intramural sports program 54, 72, 151
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H'ron, Ralph 50, 134, 223

Jennings, Louis B. 159

Hunt, Jackie 108, 266

Johnson, Ellis 259, 267

Hunter, Ramey 71

Jones, Charles 212
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185, 222, 236

Jones, Betty 64
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Jones, Olen E. Jr. 249
Journalism, School of 118, 141-142, 244

Huntington Publishing Company 141, 185

Joy, James 132

Hutton, Robert P. 243
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Impact Week 211

Kanawha Valley Graduate Center 150, 203

lmperi, Leo 244

Kappa Alpha Order 99, 166, 196

Kappa Alpha Psi 252

Lee, Howard 20, 75

Kappa Delta Pi 58

Lee, Russell 268, 269

Kappa Omicron Phi 58

Leet, Mortimer 91

Kappa Tau Phi 100

Legette, Lubin 95

Karr, Carolyn 250

Leiden, Carl 136, 143, 147, 190

Kearns, Bill 164

Lengyel, Jack 261, 262

Kenny, W. J. 15

Lepley, Arthur 132

Kiff, Floyd 132
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Kilgore, June 243
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King, Aubrey 191
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McCormick, Bert 175, 204
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McDowell, William 251
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Colored People 196, 214

Oliver, Reggie 262, 263
Oliver, Rosa 73

National Association of Intercollegiate Basketball
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Nelson, Bruce 184
Panhellenic Council 100
Nelson, Roland H. 208-216, 258, 259
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Neumann, Alfred 191
Parthenon, The 18, 43, 55, 119
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Pearcy, Jim 107
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Nursing education 133, 213, 241

Phelps, Edward F. 57

Nuzum, Lawrence 149

Phi Beta Kappa 51, 142, 185

Oath book 66, 67

Phi Eta Sigma 157

Oberly, Ralph 248

Phi Kappa Nu 100

Odum, Jo Ann 200
Ohio Valley Conference 256

Phi Kappa Sigma 100
Phi Mu 252

Okunlola, James 192
Phi Tau Alpha 99
Old Main 20, 21, 21, 23, 28, 65, 78, 87, 102, 190,
224

Phillips, Cecil W. 67

Philosophy Department 138, 140

Rawlings, "Squirrel" 29

Phipps, J. H. 58

Redd, Bob 267

Physics and Physical Science, Department of 151

Reilly, Arch 33

Pi Gamma Mu 58

Reserve Officers Training Corps 142

Pi Kappa Alpha 167, 168

Retirement, mandatory 213, 224

Pinckard, H. R. "Punk" 55, 101, 178

Rhodes Scholars 58

Pittman, Phillip 223, 251

Rice, Alva 190

Pitt, William Page 54-55, 101, 118, 141, 142, 244

Richardson, J. Tull 136, 137

Platania, Joseph 185

Ri°ddell, Frank 250

Plott, John 140, 223, 224

Ridenour, Leva 62

Polan Industries 215

Rife, Gemma 35

Polan, Lake and Bertha 238

Rivlin, Jule 108, 109, 265, 266, 267

Poling, Luther 256

Robe, The 171

Political Science, Department of 93, 136, 159,
189, 192

Robinson, Ruth 72, 98
Robinson, Ben 90

Pollitt, Joe Doald 119, 163
Robison, Dave 265
Porter, Agnes 190
Rogers, Wiley 227
President's home 74, 225
Rohr, Joyce 184
Price, Cebe 265, 267
Romine, Charles 225
Prichard Hall 200
Rotary Club of Huntington 191
Prichard, Lucy E. 27, 28, 53, 54
Roudebush, R. I. 101
Prichard School Board scholarships 222
Rouse, Myrtle 152
Psychology Department 121, 137-138
Roush, Everett N. 222, 224, 225
Pursley, Wilbur 164
Royer, Herb 107, 257
Queen, Bernard 212, 235, 247
Ruffin, Nathaniel 259, 261
Queen, George 69, 70
Quinlan, Jim 33

Rusche, Philip 247
Sadler, J. E. Jr. 133

Randle, Sonny 264

Sales, "Soupy" 171, 185

Ranson, Otis 94, 105

Salvatore, Ernie 244

Raper, "Rugs" 27

Samples, James W. 31

Sang, Bob 256

Sigma Phi Epsilon 167, 168

Saunders, Harvey 213

Sigma Sigma Sigma 43, 100

Sayre, John 175, 192

Simpkins, 0. Norman 136, 162, 221, 249

Sayre, Robert L. 134-135

Simpkins, Karen 249

Sayre, Wallace Ed 55, 76

Skidmore, Harold 157

Scabbard and Blade 142

Slaatte, Howard 140, 248, 251

Schmitt, William 251

Slack, Charlie 265, 266

Scholl, Allen 131, 132

Slack, Kenneth 220

Science Building 131, 200

Smith Hall 140, 201

Science, College of 242

Smith, Joseph 184

Scott, Charles Marshall 68, 104

Smith Music Hall 152, 201

Scott, Francis 136

Smith, Stewart Harold 125-205

Scott Lectures 165

Smith, Mrs. Stewart H. 129, 174

Scott, Mary Ann 173

Smith, William 107

Sechler, Robert Porter 138, 143, 190

Snyder, Charlie 256, 257, 258

Selvage, Watson 61

Socher, Andy 258

Shakespeare Room 139, 220

Social Studies, Department of 150

Sharp, George 74, 75

Sociology Department 136

Shawkey, Morris Purdy 45-84, 103, 203

Sorrell Hall 233

Shawkey Student Union 73-74, 102, 169, 171, 224

Sorrell, Howard 233, 234

Shay, John 167

Soto, Joseph E. 181, 219

Shellcroft, John 209

South Hall 201

Shires, Arthur 70

Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools 47, 218

Shoebridge, Ted 259
Southern Athletic Conference 264
Shoffstall, Arthur 75
Shouse, James Blaine 48-49, 66, 91, 145
Shutt, Darrell 169

Southern West Virginia Community College 186
Sowards, Ellis 41

Sigma Alpha Epsilon 167, 168, 198

Spanish Department 118, 141

Sigma Kappa 167

Speech, Department of 94, 152, 191

Sigma Nu 252

Speech Pathology and Audiology 148, 246

"S. S. Marshall Victory" 120

Teachers College 41, 49, 50, 145-155, 212

Stalnaker, Elizabeth 27, 57, 61

Teel, John 222

Stark, Thomas 69, 70

Templin, George 257

Stender, John 66, 93

Terrell, Tracy 191

Stettler, Kenneth 178, 179, 180

Thorn, Arline 184

Stewart, Troy 247

Theta Rho 100

Stewart, Paul 136, 143, 162, 163, 164, 246

Thurston, Benjamin 15

Stokes, Paul 90

Tippett, Lawrence 94, 100

Stone, George 267, 268

Todd, Leslie 57

Stone, Marvin 141, 142, 175

Tolley, Rick 259

Strauss, Adella 149

Tonkavich, Andy 265

Students for a Democratic Society 197, 209, 210,
211

Toole, H. Gresham 57, 96, 119, 137, 143
Toothman, Bill 265

Stump, E. Turner 55-56, 163
Tower pass touchdown 32, 33
Swann, Harold E. 221
Trent, W.W. 78
Swierczek, Jim 256
Trotter, Frank 26, 58, 59
Swisher, Carl 173
Twin Towers 213
Switzer, Ru.fus 239
Twitchell, Beverly 243
Tacy, Carl 268
Turner, John Russell 59
Taft Institute of Government 221
Tyler, Roger Jr. 58
Taggart, James 244
Tyler, S. Roger 58, 179
Tallman, Charles "Trusty" 33, 69, 70
Tyson, A. Mervin 139, 182, 183, 219, 224
Tamplin, Robert 164
Ulinski, Ed 107
Tangerine Bowl 256
Tarter, Donald 250
Tau Kappa Epsilon 167, 168

Underwood, Paul 265
University Heights 186, 201, 213
University status 177-180, 187

Taube, Kurt 247

United High School Press Association 141

Taylor, "Blondie" 33

Upton, Jack 208

Taylor, Howard 94

Utterback, W. I. 50, 51, 63

Taylor, Ralph 250

VanVoris, Lee 238

Vanzandt, George W. 248

Wheat, Harry J. 57

Varnum, Frances 95

White, Arthur S. 50, 61

Vickers, Carol 223

White, Bertha and Nettie 30

Victory Tower 171

Whitehill, Buell B. 105

Vinson, Fred 121

Whitsel, Lucy 53, 54, 57, 119

WMUL-TV 140

Wilburn, D. Banks 145-148

Waldron, Diana 184

Wilkinson, Robert J. 133

Walker, Harold E. 182, 183

Willey, Harold 107, 148, 149

Walker, Marclan 197

Willey, Norman 256

Wallen, James 101

Williams, Herschel 209

Walowac, Walt 265, 268

Williams, John D. 101, 115-124, 191, 195

Walp, Paul 61, 93

Williams, T. Duncan 139, 191

Ward, Harold 151,

Wilman, Juliette 184

Warren, John 153, 190, 246, 248

Wilson, Chasey 256

Warth, H. Clay 74

Wilson, Otis G. 95, 99, 109, 145

Way, Stewart 259

Winn, Stephen 248

Wear, Paul 223

Winters, A. R. "Snooks" 33, 173

Weed, Ronald 135

Withers, John B. 58, 59

Weill, Herman 246

Wolf, Elizabeth 138

Wellman, Clyde 75, 102

Wolfe, Harry Jr. 204

Werthammer, SiegFried 133

Wolford, Lee 97, 143

Westbrook, William S. 223

Wood, Roy C. 57, 145, 147, 148

West Hall 201, 233

Wooden, Warren 223, 250

West Virginia Basketball Classic 269

Woodley, Oscar I. 20, 25-37

West Virginia Intercollegiate Press Association
43, 194

Woodrow Wilson Scholarships 182, 184
Woodward, David 233, 251

West Virginia Normal School 14
Woodward, Jane 185
West Virginia University 47, 58-60, 88, 89, 177,
178, 186, 269

Workman, Brad 33

Wetzell, Marvin 256

World War I 34-36

Whear, Paul 223, 244, 252

World War II 116-123

Wotiz, John 132, 154
Wright, Harry 56, 76
Wright, Ken 247
Wright, Mary N. 63
Yeager, Charles 214
Young, Cy 32
Young, Jeffrey 245
Zban, Milton 257
Zell, John 117
Zeta Beta Tau 167
Zontini, John 71
Zuffelato, Robert 270
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